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CHAP. XXVIIL 

HENRY Vffl. 

Wfds^^s Jldfninut ration.'*^ Scotch Affairs. -^ Progress of 
Francis L*-^ Jealousy of Henry.-^Tournay delivered 
to France.'-^Wolsey appointed Legate.'^ His Manner 
of exercising that Office."^ Death of the Emperor 
Maximlian.'-^Charles King of Spain chosen Empe^ 
ror.— Interview between Henry and Francis near 
C^ais.'^The Emperor Charles arrives in England. 
'^ Mediation ^ ^ Henry.^-^Trial and Condemnation 
tf the Duke of Buckingham. 

THE numerous enemies whotn Wolsey's sud- ^5^*?* 
den devauon, his aspiring character, and his ^^7 ? ^ 
haughty deportment had raised him, served only ii^tj. 
to rivet him fester in Henry'i^ confidaice ; who va- Wokey't 
lued himself on supporting the choice which he had »<*«»«»•- 
voL^iv, B * made. 
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CHAP, made, and who was incapable of yielding either to 
XXVIII the murmurs of the people, or to the discontents of 
^' ^f~ ~~^ the great. That artful prelate, likewise, well acquaint- 
^ ^* ed with the King's imperious temper, concealed from 
him the absolute ascendant which he had acquired ; 
and while he secretly directed all public councils, he 
ever pretended a blind submission to the will and 
authority of his master. By entering into the King's 
pleasures, he preserved his affection; by conduct- 
ing his business, he gratified his indolence ; and by 
his unlimited complaisance in both capacities, he 
prevented all that jealousy to which his exorbitant 
acquisitions, and his splendid ostentatious train of 
life, should naturally have given birth. The arch- 
bishopric of York falling vacant by the death of 
Bambridge^ Wokey was promoted to that see, and 
resigned the bishopric of L^coln. Besides enjoying 
the administration of Tournay, he got possession, on 
easy leases, of the revenues of Bath, Worcester, 
and Hereford, bishoprics filled by Italians, who 
were allowed to reside abroad, and who were glad 
to compound for this indulgence, by yielding a con- 
siderable share of their income. He held in com- 
mendam the abbey of St. Alban's, and many other 
church preferments. He was even aHowed to unite 
with the see of York, first that of Durham, next 
that of Winchester ; and there seemed to be no end 
of his acquisitions. His farther advancement in 
^cdesi2i$trcal dignity served him as a pretence for 
engrossing still more revenues : The "Pope, ob- 
serving his great influence 'over the King, was^ de- 
sirous of engaging him in his interests, and created 
him a , cardinal. No churchman, under colour of 
(exacting respect'to religion, ever carried to a greater 
lieight the state and dignity of that character. 
His train conasted of eight himdred 'servants, of 
whom many were kfiights and gentlemen : Some 
; even of the nobility put their children into his &- 

mily 
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mily as a place of education ^ and in order to gain CHAP, 
them fmvour with their patron, allowed them to bear XXVIII. 
offices as his servants. W^hoever was distinguished ' — ^"**' 
by any art or science paid court to the cardinal; '^'^* 
and none paid court in vain. Literature, which was 
then in its infancy, found in him a generous pa- 
tron } and both by his public institutions and private 
bounty, he gave encouragement to every branch of 
eruditions Not content with this munificence, 
which gained him the approbation of the wise, he 
strove to dazzle the eyes of the populace, by the 
splendour of. his equipage and furniture, the costly 
embroidery of his hveries, the lustre of his apparel. 
He was the first clergyman in England that wore 
silk and gold, not only on his habit, but also on 
his saddle and the traj^ings of his horses^. He 
caused his cardinal's hat to be borne aloft by a per- 
son of rank; and when he came to the King's 
chapel, would permit it to be laid on no place but 
the altar. A priest, the tallest and most comely he 
could fiflid, carried before him a pillar of silver, on 
whose top was placed a cross : But not satisfied 
with this parade, to whjch he thought fiimself en^ 
titled as cardinal, he provided another priest of 
equal stature and beauty, who marched along, bear- 
ing the cross of York, even in the diocese of Can- 
terbury ; contrary to the ancient rule and the agree- 
ment between the prelates of these rival sees*^. The 
people made merry with the cardinal's ostentation^ 
and said they were now sensible^ that pne crucifix 
alone was not sufficient for the ex{»atton of his sins 
and offeaces. 

Warham, Chancellor and Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, a man of a moderate temper, averse to all 
disputes, chose rather to retire firom public employ- 

I Eras* Epist. lib. 2. Epist.i. lib. 16. Epist. ^. 

^ Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. $towe, p. 501. HollingBhed, p. 847. 

• Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. 
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CHAP, ment, than mamtain an unequal contest with thtf 
XXVIIt. haughty cardinal. He resigned his office of chan- 
^T'r"*^ cellor ; and the great seal was immediately delivered 
'^'^* to Wolsey. If this nfew accumulation of dignity 
increased his enemies, it also served to exalt his per- 
sonal character, and prove the extent of his capacity* 
A strict administration of justice took place during 
his enjoyment of this high office ^ and no chancelloi; 
ever discovered greater impartiality in his decisions, 
deeper peftetration of judgment, or more enlarged 
knowledge of law and equity •*. 

The Duke of Norfolk, finding the King*s money 
almost entirely exhausted by projects and pleasures, 
while his inclination for expence still continued, 
was glad to resign his office of treasurer, and retire 
from court. His rival. Fox, Bishop of Winchester^ 
reaped no advantage from his absence ; but partly 
overcome by years and infirmities, partly disgusted 
at the ascmdant acquired by Wolsey, withdrew 
himself wholly to the care of his diocese. The Duke 
of Suffolk had also taken offence that diie King, by 
the cardinal's persuasion, had refused to pay a debt 
which he had contracted during his residence in 
France ; and he thenceforth affected to live in pri- 
vacy. These incidents left Wolsey to enjoy, with- 
out a rival, the whole power and favour of the 
King ; and they put into his hands every kind of au- 
thority. X In vain did Fox, before his retirement, 
wiUTi the King " not to suffer the servant to be greater 
•• than his master :" Henry replied, "that he well 
- ** knew how to retain all his subjects in obedience ;** 
but he continued still an unlimited deference in 
every thing to the directions and counsels of the 
cardinal. 

The public tranquillity was so well established in 
England, the obedience o^ the people so entire, the 

* Sir Tbbmas More. Stowe, P«504- 

general 
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general administration of justice by the cardinal's CHAP, 
means^ so exact, that no domestic occurrence hap<« XXVIII. 
pened considerable enough to disturb the repose of ^-*">^"*^ 
the King and his minister : They might even have '**•** 
dispensed with giving any strict attention to foreign 
affairs, were it possible for men to enjoy any 
situation in absolute tranquillity, or abstain from 
projects and enterprises, however fruitless and un« 
necessary. 

The will of the late King of Scotland, v^ho left Scotch 
his widow, regent of the kingdom, and the vote of affairs. 
the convention of states, which confirmed the desti* ' 

nation, had expressly limited her authority to the 
condition of her remaining unmarried^: But not- 
withstanding this limitation, a few months after her 
husband's death, she espoused the Earl of Aiij^us, of 
the name of Douglas, a young nobleman ot great 
family and promising hopes. Some of the nobility 
now proposed the electing of Angus to the regency, 
and recommended this choice as the most likely 
means of preserving peace with England : But the 
jealousy of the great families, and the fear of ex* 
alting the Douglasses, begat opposition to the mea- 
sure. Lord Hume in' particular, ^e most power- 
ful chieftain in the kingdom, insisted on recalling 
the Duke of Albanyt son to a brother of James UK 
who had been banished into France, and who, hay- 
ing there married, had left posterity that were the 
next heirs to the crown, and the nearest relatic^s 
to their young sovereign. Albany, though first 
Prince of the blood, had never been in Scotland, 
was totally unacquainted with the manners of the 
people, ignorant of their situation, unpractised in 
their language ; yet such was the favour attending 
the French alliance, and so great the authority of 
Hume, th?it this Prince was invited to accept the* 

^ Era^m. lib. 2. epist. i. Cavendish. Hall. 
V ^ liiuchfi^any Iil>, 14. Drummond. Herbert ^ 
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6 HISTORY X)F ENGLAND. 

CHAP, reins of government. Francis, careful not to give 
XXVni. oflFence to the King of England, detained Albany 
^" ~^^^ some time in France ; but at length sensible how 
^ ^* important it v^as to keep Scotland in his interests, he 
permitted him to go over and take possession of the 
regency : He even renewed the ancient league with 
that kingdom, though it implied such a close con- 
nexion as might be thought somewhat to intrench on 
his alliance with England. 

When the regent arrived in Scotland, he made 
inquiries concerning the state of the country, and 
character of the people ; and he discovered a scene 
with which he was hitherto but little acquainted. 
That turbulent kingdom, he foimd, was rather to 
be considered as a confederacy, and that not a close 
one, of petty princes, than a regular system of civil 
polity ; and even the King, much more a regent, 
possessed an -authority very uncertain and precari- 
ous. Arms more than laws prevailed ; and courage, 
preferably to equity or justice, was the virtue most 
valued and respected. The nobility, in whom the 
whole power resided, were so connected by heredi- 
tary alliances, or so divided by inveterate «imities, 
that it was impossible, without employing an armed 
force, either to punish the most flagrant guilt, or 
give security to the most entire innocence. Rapine 
and violence, when exercised on a hostile tribe, 
instead of making a person odious among his own 
clan, rather recommended him td their esteem 
and approbation; and by rendering him useful to 
the chieftain, entitled him to a preference above 
his fellows. And though the necessity of mutual 
support served as a close cement of amity among 
those of the same kindred,' the spirit of revenge 
against enemies, and the desire of prosecuting the 
deadly feuds (so they were called) still appeared to 
be passions the most predominant among that im- 
> cultivated people 

The 
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The persons to whom Albany on his arrival first c HAP. 
applie4 for information with regard to the state of XXVIII. 
the country, happened to be inveterate enemies of ^~ ~^~ ^ 
Hume « J and they represented that powerful noble- ^^^^' 
man as the chief source of public disorders, and 
the great obstacle to the execution of the laws and 
the administration of justice. Before the authority 
of the magistrate could be established, it was neces- 
sary, they said, to make an example of this great 
offender; and by the terror of his punishment, 
teach all lesser criminals to pay respect to the power 
of dieir sovereign. Albany, moved by these rear 
sons, was induced to forget Hume's past services, to 
which he had in a great measure been indebted for 
the regency ; and he no longer bore towards him 
that favourable countenance with which he was wont 
to receive him. Hume perceived the alteration, 
and was incited, both by regard to his own safety, 
and from motives of revenge, to take measures in 
opposition to the regent. He applied himself to 
Angus and the Queen-dowager, and represented to 
them the danger to which the infant Prince was ex- 
posed from the ambition of Albany, next heir to thp 
crown, to whom the states had imprudently en- 
trusted the whole authority of government. By his 
persuasion Margaret formed the design of carrying off* 
the young King, and putting him under the pro- 
tection of her brother ; and when that conspiracy wa|5 
detected, she herself, attended by Hume and Angus, 
withdrew into England, where she was soon after 
delivered of a daughter. 

Henry, in order to check the authority of Al- 
bany and the French party, garve encouragement to 
these malcontents, and assured them- of his support. 
Matters being afterwards in appearance accommo- 
dated between Hume and the regent, that noble- 

8 Buchanan, lib. 14. Drummond. 
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CHAP, man returned into his own country; but mutual 
XXVni. suspicions and jealousies still prevailed. H« was 
"^ ~^~^ committed to custody, under the care of the Earl of 
'^^^* Arran his brother-in-law ; and was for some time 
detained prisoner in his castle. But having per* 
suaded Arran to enter into the conspiracy with him, 
he was allowed to make his escape ; and he openly 
levied war upon the regent* A new accommoda- 
tion ensued, not more sincere than the foregoing, 
and Hume was so imprudent as to entrust himself, 
together with his brother, into the hands of that 
Prince. They were immediately seized, committed 
to custody, brought to trial, condemned and exe- 
• cuted. No legal crime was proved against these 
brothers : It was only alleged, that at the battle of 
Flouden they had not done their duty in supporting 
the King ; and as this backwardness could not, from 
the course of their past life, be ascribed to cowardice, 
it was commonly imputed to a more criminal mo- 
tive. ITie evidence, however, of guilt produced 
against them was ht from being valid or convincing ; 
and the people, who hated them while living, were 
much dissatisfied' with their executio]^. 

Such violent remedies often produce, for some 
time, a decdtful tranquillity; but as they destroy 
mutual confidence, and b^et the most inveterate 
animo^ties, their consequences are commonly fatal, 
both to the public and to those who have recourse 
to them. The regent, however, took advantage of 
the preset calm which prevailed ; and being in- 
vited over by the French King, who was at that time 
willing to gratify Henry, he went into France ; and 
was engaged to remain there for some years. During 
the absence of the regent some confusions prevailed 
in Scotland, and such mutual enmity, rapine, and 
violence among the great families, that that king-» 
dom was for a long time utterly disabled, both from 
offending its enemies and assisting its friends. We 
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have carried on the Scottish history some yeats beyond CHAP, 
the present period ; that^ as that country had little XXVIIL 
connection with the general system of Europe, we '- '-' ^ 
might be the less interrupted in the narration of those '^'^* 
more memorable events which were transacted in the 
other kingdoms. 

It was foreseen, that a young active Prince like 
Francis, and of so martial a disposition, would soon 
employ die great preparations which his predecessor 
before his death had made for the conquest of Mi- 
lan. He had been observed even to weep at the re^ 
cttal of the military exploits of Gaston de Foix; 
and these tears of emulation were held to be sure 
presages of his future valour. He renewed the 
treaty which Lewis had made with Henry; and 
having left every thing secure beliind him, he 
marched his armies towards the south of France; 
pretending that his sole purpose was to defend his 
kingdom against the incursions of the Swiss. This 
formidable people sdll retained their animosity against 
France; and having taken Maximilian Duke of 
Milan under their protection, and in reality reduced 
him to absolute dependance, they were determined, 
irom views both of honour and of interest, to defend 
him against the invader \ They fortified themselves 
in all those vallies of the Alps through which they 
thought the French must necessarily pass ; and when Progi^as 
Francis, with great secrecy, industry, and persever- of 
ance, made his entrance into Piedmont by an- *^™*c>**- 
other passage, they were not disn^yed, but de- 
Gcaided into the plain, though unprovided with 
cavalry, and opposed themselves to the progress of 
the French arms. At Marignan, near Milan, they 
fought with Francis one of the most furious and i3ch 
best contested battles that is to be met with in the Sept. 
histary of those later ages ; and k required all the 

^ ^emoires da Bellai, lib. u Guicciardini, lib. 12. 
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C*HAF. heroic valour of this Prince to inspire bis troops 
XXVIII. "lyith courage sufficient to resist the desperate assault 
'^ .^ ~ of those mountaineers. After a bloody action in the 
^'^' evening, ni^t and darkness parted the combatants } 
but next morning the S\viss renewed the attack with 
unabated ardour; and it was not till they had lost 
all their bravest troops that they could be prevailed 
on to retu'e. The field was strowed with twenty 
thousand slain on both sides; and the mareschsd 
Trivulzio, who had been present at eighteen pitched 
battles, declared that every engagement which he had 
yet seen was only the play of children; the action 
of Marignan was a combat of heroes ^ After this 
great victory, the conquest of the Milanese was easy 
and open to Francis. 
Jealousy The success and glory of the French Monarch 
of Henry, began to excite jealousy in Henry; and his rapid 
progress, though in so distant a country, was not 
regarded without apprehensions by the English mi- 
nistry. Italy was, during that age, the seat of reli- 
gion, of literature, and of commerce ; and as it pos- 
sessed alone that lustre which has since been shsired 
out among other nations, it attracted the attention 
of all Europe, and every acquisition which was made 
there appeared more important than its wdght in the 
balance of power was, strictly speaking, entitled to. 
Henry also thought that he had reason to complain 
of Francis for sending the Duke of Albany into Scot- 
land, and undermining the power and credit of his 
sister the Queen-dowager \ The repairing of the 
• fortifications of Terouenne was likewise regarded as a 
breach of treaty. But above all, what tended to 
alienate the court of England, was the disgust which 
Wolsey had entertained against the French Monarch. 

Henry, on the conquest of Toumay, had refused 
to admit Lewis Gaillart, the Bishop elect, to the 

3 Histoire de la Ligue de Cambray. 
/ ^ Pere Daniel, vol. iii. p« 31. 
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possession of the temporalties, because that prelate CHAP, 
declined taking the oath of allegiance to his new XXVIII. 
soverdgn; and Wolsey was appointed, as aboy^ v—- v-^-* 
related, administrator of the bishopric. As the '^'^' 
Cardinal wished to obtain the free and undisturbed 
enjoyment of his revenue, he applied to Francis, 
and desired him to bestow on Gaillart some see of 
equal value in France, and to obtain his resignation 
6f Toumay. Flrancis, who still hoped to recover 
possession of that city, and who feared that the foil 
establishment of Wolsey in the bishopric would 
prove an obstacle to his purpose, had hitlierto neg* 
lected to gratify the haughty prelate ; and the Bishop 
of Toumay, by applying to the court of Rome, had 
obtained a bull for his settlement in the see. Wolsey, 
who expected to be indulged in every request, and 
who exacted respect from the greatest princes, re- 
sented the slight put upon him by Francis ; and he 
pushed his master to seek an occasion of quarrel with 
that monarch ". 

Maximilian the Emperor was ready to embrace 
every overture for a nefw enterprise ; especially if at- 
tended with an offer of money, of which he was very 
greedy, very prodigal, and v^ indigait. Richard 
Pace, formerly secretary to Cardinal Bambridge, and 
now secretary of state, was dispatched to the court of 
Vienna, and had a commission to propose some 
considerable payments to Maximilian": He thence 
made a journey into Switzerland, and by like mo- 
tives engaged some of the cantons to^fomish troops 
to the Emperor. That Prince invaded Italy with a 
considerable army ; but being repulsed from before 
Milan, he retreated with^his army into Germany, 
made peace with France and Venice, ceded Verona 
to that republic for a sum of money, and thus ex- 
cluded himself in some measure from all foture ac- 
cess into Italy. And Henry found, that after ex- 



» Polydore Virgil, lib. 2 J. ' 
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C H A P. pending five or six hundred thousand ducats in order 
yXVIIL xo gratify his own and the Cardinal's humour,#he had 
'^~^_~' only weaikened his alliance with Francis, without 
dinunishing the power of that Prince. 

There were many reasons which engaged the 
King not to proceed farther at present in his enmity 
against France : He could hope for assistance from 
no power in Europe. Ferdinand, his father-in-law, 
who had often deceived him, waa declining through 
age and infirmities ; and a speedy period was looked 
for to the long and prosperous reign of that great 
monarch. Charles Prince of Spain, soveragn of the 
Low Countries, desired nothing but peace with 
Francis, who had it so much in thdr power, if pro- 
voked, to obstruct his peaceable accesdon to that 
rich inheritance which was awaiting him. The 
Pope was overawed by the power of France, and 
Venice was engaged in a close alliance with that 
monarchy ''. Henry, therefore, was constrained to 
remain in tranquillity during some time; and seem- 
ed to give himself no concern with regard to the 
affairs of the continent. In vain did Maximilian 
endeavour to allure him into some expence, by of- 
fering to make a resignation of the imperial crown 
in his favour. The artifice was too gross to suc<f 
ceed, even with a Prince so little politic as Henry ; 
and Pace, his envoy, who was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the Emperor's motives and character, 
gave him warning that the sole view of that Prince, 
in making him so liberal an offer, was to draw money 
from him. 
jji6. While an universal peace prevailed in Europe, 
that event happened which had been so long looked 
for, and from which such important consequences 
were expected, the death of Ferdinand the Catholic, 
and the succession of his grandson Charles to his 
^tensive dominions. The more Charles advanced 

* Ouicciardini, lib. iz* 
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in power and aiithdrity, the more was Francis sena- CHAP. 
b!e of the necessity he himself lay under of gaining XXVIII 
the confidence and friendship of Henry ; and he took ^^^ 'C*^ 
at last the only method by which he could obtain '^* * 
success, the paying of court by presents and flattery 
to the haughty cardinal. 

BoNNiVET, Admiral of France, was dispatched to 1518. 
London, and he was directed to employ all his in- 
sinuation and address, qualities in which he excelled, 
to procure himself a place in Wolsey's good graces. 
After the ambassador had succeeded in his purpose, 
he took an opportunity of expressing his master's 
regret, that by mistakes and misapprehensions he had 
been so unfortunate as to lose a friendship which he 
so much valued as that of His Eminence. Wolsey was 
not deaf to these honourable advances from so great 
a monarch ; and he was thenceforth observed to ex- 
press himself on all occasions in favour of the French 
alliance. The more to engage him in his interests, 
Francis entered into such confidence with him, that 
he asked his advice even in his most secret affairs ; 
and had recourse to him in all difficult emergencies, 
as to an oracle of wisdom and profound policy. The 
cardinal made no secret to the King of this private 
correspondence; and Henry was so prepossessed in 
iavour of the great capacity of his minister, that he 
said he verily believed he would govern Francis as 
well as himself^. 

When matters seemed sufBciently prepared, Bon* 
nivet opened to the cardinal his master^s desire of 
recovenng Toumay ; and Wolsey immediately, with- 
out hesitation, engaged to effect his purpose. He 
took an opportunity of representing to the King 
and council, that Tournay lay so remote from Ca- 
lais, that it would be very difncult, if not impossible, 
in case of war, to keep the communication open 
b^ween these two places : That as it wais situated 

» Polydoie Virgil, lib. 17. 
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CHAP, on the frontiers both of France and the Netherlands, 
XXVIIi; it was exposed to attacks from both these cc^untries, 
"^ '^~ ' and must necessarily, either by force or famine, fall 
'^ into the hands of the first assailant : That even in 
time of peace it could not be preserved without a 
large garrison, to restrain the numerous and muti-< 
nous inhabitants, ever discontented with the English 
goverxlment: And that the possession of.Toumay, 
as it was thus precarious and expensive, so was it 
entirely useless, and afforded little or i>o means of 
annoying, on occasion, the dominions either of 
Charles or of Francis. 
Tournay TttESE reasons were of themselves convincing, 
oeded to ^^ ^^^ gy^.^ q£ meeting with no opposition when 
they came from the mouth of the cardinal. A treaty, 
therefore, was entered into for the ceding of Tournay ; 
and in order to give to that measure a more graceful 
appearance, it was agreed that the Dauphin and the 
Princess Mary, both of them infants, should be be- 
trothed, and that this city should be confi46i'cd as 
the dowry of the Princess. Such kinds of agreement 
were then common among soverdgns, though it was 
very rare that the interests , and views of the parties 
continued so steady as to render the intended mar* 
riages effectual. But as Henry had been at consi^ 
derable expence in building 2^ citadel at Tournay, 
Francis agreed to pay him 6oq,ooo crowns at twelve 
annual payments, and to put into his hands eight 
hostages, all of them men of quality, for the per- 
formance of the article *»: And l^t the carjdij^al 
should think himself neglected in these: stipulations, 
Francis promised him a. yearly pension of twelve 
thoufsand livres, as an equivalent for his administration 
of the bi$hoprick of Tournay^ 

The French Monarch having succeeded sp well 
In this negotiation, begap to enlarge h^ views, and 
p hope for ipore considerabk adyantage^> by pi^^- 

% Memoirs du Belhi^ Hb*i. 
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ti^g on the vanity and self-conceit of the &vourite» CHAP. 
He redoubled his flatteries to the cardinal, consulted XXVIII. 
him more frequently in every doubt or difficulty, ^""""C"^ 
called him in each letter^i^A^r, tuiory governor^ and ^** * 
professed the most unbounded deference to his advice 
and opinion. All these caresses were preparatives to 
a negotiation for the delivery df Calais, in considera- 
tion of a sum of money to be paid for it ; and if we 
m^y credit Polydore Virgil, who bears a particular 
ilUwill to Wolsey, on account of his being dispos- 
sessed of his employmerit and thrown into prison by 
that minister, so extraordinary a proposal met with 
a fiivonrable reception from the cardinal. He ven- 
tured not, however, to lay the matter before the 
council : He was content to sound privately the opi- 
nion of' the other ministers, by <iropping hints in 
conversatiofi, as if he thought Calais a useless bur- 
then to the kingdom ' : But when he found that all 
men were strongly riveted in a contrary persuasion, 
he thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in his 
purpose ; and as he fell soon after into neyf con- 
nexions with the King of Spain, the great friendship 
between Francis and Um b^an gradually to decline. 

The pride of Wolsey was now farther increased Wolsey 
by a great accession of power and dignity. Cardinal appointed 
Campeggio had heea seat as legate into England, ^^^^^* 
in order to procure a tithe from the clergy, for 
enabling the Pope to oppose the progress of the 
Turks; a danger which was become real, and was 
foimidsU^le to all Christendom, but on i^hich the 
pdiitics of the court of Rome had built so many 
imerested projects, that it had lost all in^u^ce on 
Ae minds of men. The clergy refused to ccjmply with 
Leo's demands : Camp^gio was recalled : .And th^ 
King desired of the Pope diat Wolsey, who had been 
jomed in this commission, might alone be invested 
with the legatee power, together with the right of 
visiting all the clergy and monasteries, and even with 
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CHAP, suspending all the laws of the church during a twelv'^' 
XXVni. month. Wolscy having obtained this neA% dignity, 
'^ '^~^ made a new display of that state and parade to which 
^^^ * he was so much addicted* On solemn fi^tHlays, he 
was not content with saying mass afta: the manner of 
the Pope himself: Not only he had bishops and 
abbots to serve him ; he even engaged the first no^ 
bility to give him water and the towel. He affected 
a rank superior to what had ever been claimed by 
any churchman m England. Warham the Primate 
having written him a letter, in which he subscribed 
himself your laving brother^ Wolsey complained of 
his presumption in thus challenging an equality with 
him. When Warham was told what offence he had 
given, he made light of the matter :-f—" Know ye 
^^ not/' said he, ^* that this man is drunk with too 
** much prosperity ?'* 
His man- BuT Wolsey carried the matter much further than 
ner of ex- yaJn pomp and ostentation. He erected an office, 
tha"o^ which he called the legatine court; and as he was 
ficc. ' now, by means of the Pope's commission and the 
King's favour, invested with all power, both eccla* 
siastical and civil, no man knew what bounds were 
to be set to the authority of his new tribunal. He 
conferred on it a kind of inquisitorial and censorial 
powers even over the laity, and directed it to in- 
quire into all matters of conscience; into all con* 
duct which had given scandal ; into all actions wlucb^ 
though they escaped the law, might appear caatnry 
to good morals. Offence was taken at this commisi^ 
sibn, which was really unbounded; and the people 
were the more disgusted, when they saw a man who 
indulged himself in pomp and pleasure, so severe in 
repressing the least appearance of licentiousness in 
others. But to render his court more obnoidous, 
Wolsey made one John Allen judge in it, a person 
of scamialous life', whom he him^, as chancellor, 

* Strype's Memorials, Tol.i. p. 125. 
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• had, it is said, condemned for perjury: And as it CHAP, 
is pretended, that this man either extorted fines XXVIII. 
from every one, whom he was pleased to find guilty, - "g~^ 
or took bribes to drop prosecutions, men concluded, '^- 
and with some appearance of reason, that he shared 
with the cardinal those wages of iniquity*. The 
clergy, and in particular the monks, were exposed 
to th^ tyranny; and as the libertinism of their lives 
often gave a just handle against them, they ware 
obliged to purchase an indemnity, by paying large 
sums of money to the legate or Im judge. Not 
content with this authority, Wolsey pretended by 
virtue of his commission, to assume the jurisdiction 
of all the bishops' courts; particularly that of 
judging of wills and testaments ; and his dectstons 
m those important points were deemed not a little 
arbitrary. As if he himself were Pope, and as if 
the Pope could absolutely dispose of every eccle- 
siastical preferment, he presented to whatever pri- 
ories or benefices he pleased, without regard to the 
right of election in the monks, or of patronage in 
the nobility and gentry \ 

No one durst carry to the King an^ complaint 
against these usurpations of Wolsey, tdl Warham 
ventured to inform him of the discontents of his 
people. Henry professed his ignoranee of the whole 
platter. ^' A man,'' said he, ^' is not so blind any 
** where as in his own house : But do you, father," 
added he to the Primate, " go to Wolsey, and tell 
^^ him, if any thing be amiss^ that he amend it." 
A reproof of this kind was not likely to b^ effec- 
tual: It only served to augment Wolsey's enmity 
to Warham: But one London having prosecuted 

< Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. This whole. narratiYe has been copied 
by all the historians from the author here cited : There are many 
circumstanceSy however, very suspicious, both because of the obvi- 
ous partiality of the historian, and because the parliament, when 
they afterwards examined Wolsey's conduct, could find no proof 
of any material offence be had ever committed. 
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Allen, the lejgate^s judge, irf a court of law, and* 
having convicted hun of malversation and iniquity, 
the clamour at' last reached the King's ears ; and he 
expressed such displeasure to the cardinal, as made 
him ever after more cautious iil exerting his au- 
thority. 

While Henry, indulging himself in pleasure and 
amusement, entrusted the government of his king*^ 
dom to this imperious minister, an incident hap- 
pened abroad, ^hich excited his attention, IV^i- 
milian the Emperor dred ; a tnan who, of himself, 
was indeed of little conseqyience ; but as his death 
left vacant the first station aniong Christian Princes^ 
it set the passions of misa in dgitation, and proved 
a kind of eera in the general system of Europe. The 
Kings of France and Spain immediately declared 
themselves candidates for the imperial « crown ; and 
employed every expedient of money or intrigue, 
which promised them success in so great a point of 
ambition. Henry also was encouraged to advance 
his pretensions; but his minister, - Pace, who was 
dispatched to the (electors, found that he began to 
solicit too late, and that the votes of all these Princes 
were akeady pre-engaged either on one side or the 
other. 

Francis and Charles made profession from th^ 
beginning, of carrying on this rivalship with emula«- 
tion, but without enmity; and Francis in particu- 
lar declared, that his brother Charles and he were, 
fairly and openly, suitors to the same mistress: The 
more fortunat^, added he, will carry her ; the other 
must rest ' contented \ But all men apprehended, 
that this extreme moderation, however reasonable, 
would not be of long duration ; and - that incidents 
would certainly occur to sharpen the minds of 
the candidates against 6ach other. It was Charles 
who at length prevailed, to the great, disgust of the 
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'French' Monarchy who still continued to the last in CHAP, 
the belief that the majority of the electoral college XXVIII. 
Was eiigaged in his favour. And as he was some ^^~ ~^ 
years superior in age to his rival, and, after his choicn 
victory at Mangnan, and conqdest of the Milanese, Emperor, 
much superior in renown, he could not suppress his 
indignation at being thus, in the face of the world, 
after long and anxious expectation, disappointed in 
so important a pretension. From this competition, 
as much as' from opposition of interests, arose that 
emulation between those two great monarchs ; which 
while it Jtept their whole age in movement, sets 
them in so remarkable a contrast to each other: 
Both of them Princes endowed with talents and abi- 
lities ; brave, aspiring, active, warlike ; beloved by 
their servants and subjects, dreaded by their ene* 
mies, and reacted \^y all the world : Francis, open, 
frank, liberal, munificent, carrying these virtues to 
an excess A^hicfa prejuciUced his afiiairs: Charles, 
political, close, artftil, frugal; better qualified to 
obtain success in wars and m negociations, especially 
the latter. The one the more amiable man ; the 
other the greater monarch. .The Sang from his 
oversights and indiscretions, naturally exposed to 
misfortunes ; but qualified by his spirit and magna- 
nimity,' to extricate himself fi'om them with honour : 
The Emperor, by his designing interested character, 
fitted, in his greatest succesisqs^ to excite jealousy 
and opposition even among his allies, and to rouse 
up a multitude of enemies in the place of one whom 
he had subdued. And as the personal qualities «f . 
these Princes thus counterpoised each other, so did 
the advantages and disadvantages of their dominions^ 
Fortune alone, without the concurrence of prudence 
or valour, never feared up of a sudden, so great 
a power as that which centered in the Emperor 
Charles. He reaped the succession of Castile, of Ar- 
ragon, of Austria, of the Netherlands : He inherited 
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CHAP, the conquest of Naples, of Grenada: Election en-* 
XXVIII. tided him to the empire : Even the bounds of the 
*^ '^~ - globe seemed to be enlarged a little before hfs time, 
'^'^' that he might possess the whole treasure, as yet en- 
tire and unrifled, of the* new world. But though the 
concurrence of all these advantages formed an em« 
, , pire, greater and more extensive than any known iii 
Europe since that of the Romans, the kingdom of 
France alone, being close, compact, united, rich, 
populous, and being interposed between the provinces 
of the Emperor's dominions, was able to make a 
vigorous opposition to his progress, and maintain the 
contest against him. 

H£NRY possessed the felicky of being able, both 
by the native force of his kingdom and its situation, 
to hold the balance between tiiose two powers ; and 
had he known, to improve, by policy and prudence, 
this singular aiid inestimable advantage, he was real- 
ly, by means of it, a greater potentate than either of 
those mighty monarchs, who seemed to strive for 
the dominion of Europe. But this Prince was, in 
his character, heedless, inconsiderate, capricious, 
impolitic; guided by. his passions or his favourite; 
vain, imperious, haughty; sometimes actuated by 
friendship for foreign powers, dtener by resentment, 
seldom by his true interest. And thus, though he 
exulted ' in that superiority which his situation in 
Europe gave him, he never employed it to his own 
essential and durable advantage, or to that of his 
kingdom. 
1520. Francis was well acquainted with Henry's cha- 
Interview racter, and endeavoured to accommodate his con- 
Henry" ^^^^ ^^ ^^* ^^ Solicited an interview near Calais ; 
and Fran- in expectation of. being able, by familiar conversa- 
^18 at tion, to gain upon his friendship and confidence. 
Calais. Wolsey earnestly seconded this proposal ; and 
hoped, in the presence of both courts, to make pa^ 
rade of his riches, his splendour, and his influence 

. . over 
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over both moxiarchs ". And as Henry himself loved CHAP, 
show <aid magnificence, and had entertained a cu* JCXVIIL 
riosity of bemg personally acquainted with the ^' ^^~ ^ 
French King, he cheerfully adjusted all the preli- *^'°* 
minaries of this ^interview. The nobility of both 
nations vied with each other in pomp and expence : 
Many of them involved themselves in great debts, 
and were not able, by the penury of then- whole 
lives, to rqiair the vain splendour of a few days. 
The Duke of Buckingham, who, though very rich, 
was somewhat addicted to frugality, finding his pre- 
parations for this fiestival amount to immense sums, 
threw out some expressions of di^leasure against the 
cardinal, whom he believed the author of that mea- 
sure "" : An imprudence which was not forgotten by 
this minister. 

While Henry was preparing to depart for Calais, 'The Em. 
he heard that the Emperor was arrived at Dover j K"'' 
and he immediately hastened thither with the Queen, amVet'in 
in order to give a suitable reception to his royal England 
guest. That great Prince, politic though young, 35th 
being informed of the int^ed interview between ^*^' 
Francis and Henry, was apprehensive of the conse- 
quences, and was resolved to take the opportunity, in 
his passage from Spain to the Low Countries, to 
make the King still a higher compliment by paying 
him a visit in his own dominipns. Besides the 
marks of regard and attachment which he gave to 
Henry, he strove by every testimony of friendship, 
by fishery, protestations, promises, and presents, to 
gain on the vanity, the avarice, and the ambidon of 
the cardinal, He here instilled into this aspiring 
prelate the hope of attaining the papacy; and as 
that was the sole point of elevadon beyond his pre- 
sent greatness, it was sure to attract his wishes with 
the same ardour as if fortune had neva* yet favoured- 
him with any of her presents. In confidence of 

^ Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. 
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CHAP, reaching this dignity by the Emperor's* assistance) h© 
XXVni* secretly devoted hunself to that monarch's interests ; 
"^ "^^ -^ and Charles was perhaps the mare liberal of his pro* 
'^^^^' miseSf because Leo was a very young .man; and it 
was not likely that, for many years, he should bo 
called upon to fulfil his engagements. Henry easily 
observed this courtship paid to his .minister ; but 
instead of taking umbrage at it, he only made it a 
subject of vanity ; and believed .that, as his favour 
was Wolsey's sole support, the obeisance of saich 
mighty monarehs to his servant, wa6 in reality a more 
conspicuous homage to his own grandeur. 
|oth The day of Charles's departure^^ Henry went over 

^^y* to Calais with the Queen and his whole court; and 
thence proceeded to Guisnes, a smal} town near the 
frontiers. Francis, attended in like manner came to 
Axdres, a few miles distant; and the two monarchs 
inet, for the first time, in the fields, at a place 
situated bettreen these two towns, but still within 
the English pale : For Francis agreed to pay thia 
compliment to Henry, in consideration of that Pritice'^ 
passmg the sea that he might be present at jdie 
interview* Wolsey, to whom both iKiugs. had en^ 
trusted the regulatidn <^ the ceremonotl^ contrived 
this circumstance, in order to do honour to has 
inaister. The nobtUty both of France and England 
here displayed their magnificence with sudi emala^* 
tion and profuse expencei as procured to the place 
of intemew the name of fbf feid of the chtb tf 
gold I .'. ■ • ' - . ' 

Tufi two monanrhs, after saluting each other in 
the most cordial manner,^ retired into a tent which 
had been erected on purpose, and they held a secret 
I conference together. Henry here prc^osed tO' make 

some amendments on the articles^ of their fbrmar 
alliance ; and he b^an to read the trea^r, / Henry 
King : These were Ae first words ; 2ind ne stopped 
a moment. He subjoined only the yfor^.of Engr 
land^ without adding f^ranc^^ ^i^ usual style of the 
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£iiglish.MQnarch8>. Franck remarkal this delicacy^ 
and expressed by a staah his approbiition of it% 

He took an tipixutanity soon after of paying a 
coni]iHment to Henry of a more flattering nature. '^*^' 
Tiiat generous Pnoce^ full of honour himself and 
incapable of distrusting others, was shocked at all 
the precautions which were observed, whenever .he 
had an internew with the English Monarch: The 
n]iiid>er of their guards and attendants was carefully 
reckoned on both sides : Every step was scrupulously 
measured and adjured : And if thc^ two Kings in« 
tended to pay 'a visit to the Queens^ they departed 
from dieir re^ective quarters at the same instant, 
which was marked by the firii^ of a culverin ; they 
passed each other in the middle poim between the 
places ; aiul the mcmimt that Heniy entered Ardres, 
Frands put himsdf irito the hands of the English at 
Guisnes, In order to break off this tedious cere- 
monial, which contained so many dishonourable 
implications, Francis, one day, took with him two 
gentlemen said a page, and rode directly into 
Guides. The guards were surprised at the presence 
of the monarch, who called aloud to them, Tou an 
all my. prismtrs : Carry me to your master. Henry 
was equally astonshed at the appearance of Francis ; 
sind t^ing him in his arms, >^ My brother'^ said he, 
f * ybu have here played me the most agreeable 
^^ tnds, in the wcvU, and have shewed me the full 
" confidence I may place in you: I Surrender my- 
*^ self your prisoner from this moment." He took 
from Ins neck a colUr of pearls worth 15,000 
angels'"; and puttmg it about Francis's, begged 
him to wear it for the sake of his prisoner. Francis 
agreed, but on condition tltlt Henry should wear 
a bracelet, t>f which he made him a present, and 

y Memoires de Fleuranges. 

* An angel was then estimated at seven shillings, or near twelve 
•f ©ur present money. 

c 4 which 
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CHAP, which vas double in value to .the ccdlar\ The 
XXVIIL King^ went next day to Ardres, without iguards 
' or attendants; and confidence beiw now fully 

establi^ed between the monarchs, they employed 
the rest of the time entirely in tournaments and 
festivals. 

A DEFIANCE had been sent by the two Kings to 
each other's court, and throi^h all the chief citi^ 
in Europe, importing that Henry, and - Francis, 
with fourteen aids, would be ready, in the plains of 
Picardy, to answer all comers that were gentlemen, 
at tilt, tournament, and barriers. The monarchs, 
\n order to fulfil diis challenge, advanced into the 
field on horseback, Francis surnmnded with Henry's 
guards, and Henry with those of Francis. They 
were gorgeously apparelled ; and were both of them 
the most comely personages of their age, as well as 
the most expert iii every military exercise. Hiey 
carried away the prize at all trials in those rough 
and dangerous pastimes; and several horses and 
riders were overthrown by their vigour and dex^ 
terity. Th^ ladies were the judges in these, feats of 
chivalry, and put an end to the rencounter, when* 
ever they judged it expedient. Henry erected a 
spacious house of wood and canvass, which had been 
framed in London ; and he there feasted the French 
Monarch. He had placed a motto on this fabric, 
under the figure of an English archer embroidered 
on it. Cut adbarep praest ; He prevails ivbom I fa- 
wt^r*".* Expressing his own situation, as holding in 
his hands the baJance of power among the poten- 
tates of Europe. In these entertainments, more than 
in any serious business, did the two Kings pass their 
time, till their departure. 
24th E^RY paid then a visit to the Emperor and Mar- 

garet of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them 
to go along with him to Calais, and pass some 

• Memoires de Fleuranges. ^ Mezeray. 

days 
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days in that i^rtress* The artful and politic Charles c HA P. 
here completed the impression^ which he had begun XXVIIL 
to make on Henry and his iavourite, and effaced ^— v-*-^ 
all the friendship to which the frank and generous '^'^* 
nature of Francis had given birth. As the house . 
of Austria began sensibly to take the ascendant over 
the French monarchy, the interests of England re« 
quired, that som^ support should be given to the 
latter, and, above all, that any important wars 
should be prevented, which might bestow on either 
of them a decisive superiority over the other. But 
the jealousy of the English against France has usually 
prevented a cordial union between these nations: 
And Charles, sensible of this hereditary animosity, 
and desirous £urther to flatter Henry's vanity, had 
made him an offer (an offer in which Francis was 
afterwards obl%ed to concur), that he should be 
entirely arbiter in any dilute or difference that 
might arise between the monarchs. But the master- 
piece of Obarles's politics was the securing of Wol* 
sey in his interests, by very important services, and 
sdll higher promises. He renewed assurances of 
assisting him in obtaining the papacy; and he put 
liim in present possession of the revenues belondng 
to the sees of Bajadox and Palencia in Castile. The 
acqui^tions of Wolsey w:ere now become so exor- 
bitant, that, joined to the pensions from foreign 
powers, which Henry allowed him to possess, ms 
revenues were computed nearly equal to those which 
belonged to the crown itself; and he spent them 
with a magnificence, or rather an ostentation, which 
gave general offence to the people, and even lessened 
his master in the eyes of all fordgn nations % 

The violent personal emulation and political jea- War be 
kmsy which had taken place between die Empo-or cSScs 
and the French King soon broke out in hostilities, and Fnn* 

cis. 
« Polydorc Virgil. HaU. 

But 
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CH A P; But while these airibttions aiid warlike Riiices were 
^^^^^^ acting against each other m almost ev6ry#part of 
^icii*^ Europe, they still made professions of the strangest 
de^e of peace; and both of them incessantly car* 
ried their complaints to Henry, as to the umpire 
Media- between them. The King, who pretended to be 
^" ®^ neutral, engaged them to send their ambassadors to 
^"'^' Calais, there to negociate a peace under the mediae 
tion of Wolsfey and the Pope's nuncio. The Em- 
peror was well apprised of the partiality of these 
mediators ; and his demands in the conference were 
so unreasonable, as plainly proved him conscious of 
the advantage. He required the restitution of Bur* 
gundy^ a province which maliy years, before had 
beai ifeded to Prance by treaty, and which, if in 
his possession, would have given him entrance into 
the heart of that kingdom: And he demanded to 
be freed from the homage which his ancestors had 
always done for Flanders and Artois, and which he 
himself had, by the treaty of Noyon, 'engaged. to 
rehew. On Francis's rejtering these terhis, the 
, congress of Calais broke up, and Wokey, sdon 
after, took a journey to Bruges, where he met with 
4th Nov*. the'Emperon He was received with the same state, 
magnificence, and respect, as if he had been the 
King of England himself; and he concluded, in his 
master's name, an offen^ve alliance with the Pope 
and the Emperor against France. He /stipubtc^, 
that England should next summer invade, that ktng^ 
dom with forty thousand men; and he betrodied 
to Charles the Princess Mary, the King's only child, 
who had now some prospect of inheridng the 
crown. This extravagant sdliance, which was pre- 
judicial to the interests, and might have proved ratal 
to the liberty and independence of the kingdom, 
was the result of the humours and prejudices of the 
King, and the private views and expectations of the 
(ardinaU 
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The people saw every day new ingtances of the CHAP* 
uncootri^led authority of this minister. The Duke JSXVXII, 
of Buckingham, constable of England, the first ^— v*— » 
nobleman both for £unily and fortune vin the king* ^^^^' 
dom, ^had imprudently given disgust to the cardinal ; 
230^ it was not long before he found reason ito repent 
of h^ indiscretion^ He ^ems to have been ,a naan Trial and 
full of levity and rash projects ; and being in&tuated con^«"- 
with judicial astrology, he entertained a commerce JhcDuke 
with one Hopkins, a Carthusian friar, who encou- of Buck* 
raged him in the notion of his mounting one day ingham, 
the throne of England. He was descended by a 
female from the Duke of Glocester, youngest son of 
Edward IIL ^ and though his claim to the crown 
was thereby very remote, he had been so unguarded 
as to let ml some expressions, as if he thought him* 
self best intitled, in case the King should die without 
issue, to possess the royal dignity. He had not 
even abstained from threats against the King's life, 
and had provided himself with arms, which he in- 
tended to employ, in case a favourable opportunity 
should offer. He was brought to a trial ; and the 
Duke of Norfolk, whose son, the Earl of Surrey, 
had married Buckingham's daughter, was created 
lord steward, in order to preside at this solemn pro- 
cedure. The jury consisted of a Duke, a Marquis, 
seven Earls and twelve Barons ; and they gave their 
verdict against Buckingham, which was soon after 
carried into execution. There is no reason to think 
the sentence unjust**; but as Buckingham's crimes 
seemed to proceed more from indiscretion than delir 
berate malice, the people, who loved him, expected 
that the King would grant him a pardon, and inl-r 
puted their ' disappointment to the animosity and 
revenge of the cardinal. The King's own jealousy, 

^ Jierbcrt, Hall. Stpwe, p. ^l^. HoUingshed, p. 862. 
^ however, 
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CHAP, however, of all persons allied to the crown, was, 

XXVIII. notwithstanding his undoubted title, very •remark- 

'^~^~ -^ able during the whole course of his reign ; and was 

*^**' alone sufficient to render him implacable against 

Buckingham. The office of constable, which this 

nobleman inherited from the Bohuns, Earls of He* 

reford, was forfeited, and was never after revived 

in England. 
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Digression concermng the Ecclesiastical State.^^Origin 
rf the Reformatiomr^ Martin Luther. — Henry rer 
ceives the Title of Defender of the Fmtb. — Causes 
i of the Progress of the Reformation. — War with 

1 France. — Invasion of France. — War with Scotland. 

, — J Parliament. — Invasion <f France. -^ Italian 
Wars. — The King of France invades Italy.— * 
Battle of Pavia and Captivity of Francis.— Francis 
recovers his Liberty.- — Sack of Rome. — League wiib 
France. 

DURING some years,, many parts of Europe CHAP, 
had been agitated with those religious contro- XXIX. 
versies, which proiduced the reformation, one of the ^— v-^ 
greatest events in history : But as it was not till this '^^'' 
time that the King of England pubHcly took part 
in the quarrel, we had no occasion to give, any 
account of its rise and progress. It will now be 
necessary to explain these theological disputes; or, 
what is more material, to trace from th^ origin 
those abuses which so generally diffused the opinion, 
that a reformation of the church, or ecclesiastical 
order, was become highly expedient, if not abso- 
lutely necessary. We snail be better enabled to 
comprehend the subject, if we take the matter a 
little higher, and reflect a moment on the reasons 
why there must be an ecclesiastiod order and a public 
establishment of religion in every civilized commimity. 
The importance of the present occasion will^ I hope, 
excuse this short digression. 

Most 
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Most of tfeie arts and professions in a state are of 
such a nature, that, while they promote the interests 
of the society, they are also useful of agreeable to 
Dims^ some individuals ; and in that case, the constant rule 
sion con- of the magistrate, Wcept, perhaps, on the first in- 
ccrning troduction of any art, is, to leave the profession to 
^^* ?^^^^" itself, and trust its encouragement to those who reap 
•tater ^^ benefit of it. Hie artisans, finding their profits 
to rise by the favour of th^ir customers, increase, as 
much as possible^ their skill and industry; and as 
matters are not disturb^ by any injudicious tamper- 
ing, the commodity is always' ^ur^ to be at all times 
nearly proportioned to the demand. 

But titere are also some callings which, though 
useful and even necessary in a state, bring no parti- 
ctriar advantage or pleasure to any individual; arid 
the supreme power is obliged to alter its conduct with 
' regard to the* retainers bf those professions. It must 

give them pubfic encouragement in order to their sub- 
sistence ; and it must provide against that negligence, 
to which they will naturally be subject, either'' by 
annexing peculiar honours to the profes^on, by esta* 
blishing a long subordination of ranks and a strict 
dependance, or by some other expedient. The per- 
sons employed in the finances, armies, fleets, and 
magistracy, are instances of this order of men. 

It may naturally be thought, at first sights that 
the ecclesiastics belong to the first class, and that 
theur encouragement, as well as that of lawyers and 
physicians, may safely be entrusted to the liberality 
of individuals, who are attached to their doctrines, 
and who find benefit or consolation from their spi« 
ritual ministry and assistance. Their industry and 
vigilance will, no doubt, be whetted by such an 
additional motive; and their skill in their profes- 
sion, as well as jheir address in governing the 
minds of the people, must receive daily increase, 
from their increasing practice, study, and attention. 

But 
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•But if we consider the matter more closely, wc CHAP, 
shall find, that this interested diligence of the clei;gy XXIX. 
is what tvery wise legislator will study to prevent 5 ^— •v— -» 
because in every religion, except the true, it is . * 
highly pernicious, and it has even a natural tendency 
to pervert the true, by infusing into it a strong mix- 
ture of superstition, folly, and delusion. Each 
ghostly.practitioner, in order to render himself more 
precious and sacred in the eyes of his retainers, will 
inspire them with the most violent abhorrence of all 
other sects, and continually endeavour, by some 
novelty, to excite the languid devotion of his au* ' 
dience* No regard will be paid to truth, morals, or 
decency, in the doctrines inculcated.- Every tenet 
will be adopted that best suits the disorderly aifec- 
tions of the human frame. Customers will be drawn 
to each conventicle by new industry and address^ in 
practising on the pas^ns and creduMty of the popu- 
lace. And in the end, the civil magistrate will, 
find, that he has dearly paid for his pretended fru« 
gaUty, in saving a ^xed establishment fot^ the 
priests ; and that in reality the most decent and ad-^ 
vantageous composidon, which he can make with 
the spiritual gmd^^ is to bribe their indolence, by 
assigning stated salaries to thar profession, and ren^^ 
dering it supecftuous for them to be farther acdve, 
dian merely to prevent their flock from straymg in 
quest of new pastures. And in this manner eccle^ 
siastical establishments, though commonly they arose 
at first from relidous views, prove in the end advan- 
tageous to the p^dcal interests of society. 

But we may observe, that few ecclesiastical esta- 
bfisfaments have been fixed upon a worse foimdation 
than that of di^ church of Rome, or have been at« 
tended with drcun^tances more hurtful to the peace 
and happmesa of mankind. 

The large vfevemies, privileges, hnmuniiaes, and 
powers of the cler|g;y, rendered them formidable to 
die dvil magistrate^ and armed with too extensive 

I authority 
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authority an order of men, who always adhere closely 
together, and who never want a plausible pretence 
for their encroachments and usurpations. The 
'^?'' higher dignities, of the church served, indeed, to 
the support of gentry and m)bility ; but by the esta- 
blishment of monasteries, many of the lowest vulgar 
were taken from the useful arts, and maintained in 
those receptacles of sloth and ignorance. The 
supreme head of the church was a foreign potentate, 
guided by interests always different from those 
of the commimity, sometimes contrary to them* 
And as the hierarchy was necessarily solicitous to 
preserve an unity of faith, rites, and ceremonies^ 
all liberty of thought ran a manifest risque (^ bdng 
extinguished; and vblent persecutions, or what 
was worse, a stupid and abject credulity, took place 
every where. 

To increase these evils, the church, though she 
possessed large revenues, was not contacted with 
her acquintions, but retained a power of practising 
farther on the ignorance of msmkind. She even 
bestowed on each individual priest a power of en- 
riching himself by the voluntary obladons of the 
iatthful, and left: him still an urgent motive for di^ 
ligence and industry in his calling. And thus, thai 
church, though an expensive and burthensotne esta^ 
blishment, was liable to many of the inconveniences 
which belong to an order of priests trusting entirely 
to their own heart and invention for obtaining a sub* 
sistence. 

The advantages attending the Romish hiersu'chy 
were but a small compensation for its inconve- 
niences. The ecclesiastical privileges durii^ bar- 
barous times had served as a che^ on the de^- 
spotism of Kings. The union of all the western 
churches under the supreme pontiff &.cilitated the 
mtercourse of nations, and t^ed to Innd all the 
parts of Europe into a dose connexion irith each 
other. And the pomp and splendour of worship 
, lo which 
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Vfbkh bebx^ged to so opulent sui est^bUslHneiity coa<« 
tributed in some reject to the encouragement of the 
fine arts, and b^^an to diffuse a geaend el^gaoce o£ 
taste, by uniting, it with rel^ion. ^ '^*** 

I^ wiU easily be conceived, that though the. ba« 
lance of evil prevailed in the Romish .chiViJi, this was 
not the chief reason which produqed the refonnation< 
A concurrence of incid^ts must have contributed to 
forward that great revolutioii. 

Leo X« by his generous ! ai>d eaterpHsing tempers 
had much exbau^tol his treasury, and wa^ obliged to 
employ, every invention which n^ght yield money 
in order to support his, prpjects, pleasures, and 1^ 
beralides. The scheme of. selling .indulgenoes was Origin of 
suggested to him, as an expedient which had often the reform 
served in former times t» draw money from the "*^*®1* 
Christian world,, and make devout people williag 
contributors to the grandeur aad riches of the court 
of Rome. The churchy it yr^ supposed, was pos** 
sessed of a great stock of merit, as being entitled to 
all the good works of all the saints, beyond what 
were employed in their own justification } and even 
to the merits of Christ himself, which were infinite; 
and unbounded : Andfrpm this unexhausted treasury 
the Pope might retain particular portions, and by 
that traiSc acquire money, to be employed in pious 
purposes, in resisting the infidels, or subduii^g schis* 
matics. When the money came into his. excniequer, 
the greater part of it was usually diverted to othei: 
purpoises^ 

It is commonly beUeved, that Leo, fr<m the pe^ 
netratKMi of his genius, and his familiarity with an- 
cient literature, was fully acquaunted with the ridicule 
and falsity of the. doctnnes which^ f^ supreme pon- 
tiff*, he was obliged by his interest to promote : It is 
the less wonder, therefore, that he employed for his 
profit those pious frauds which his predecies$ors, the 

* Father Paul and Sleidam * 
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most ignoiant and tredulou^, had always, under 
plausible fate^^ces, itiade use of for their selfish pur- 
poses* Jie published the sate df a general indul- 
*^** gence' ; and as his expences had not only exhausted 
has^ uralil revenue, buc even anticipated the money . 
tepected from this extraordinary expedient, the se- 
veral-branch^ of k were openly given away to par- 
tkiilat persons, who were ^titled to levy the impo- 
sition. The produce, particularly of Saxony and 
the cbUntries bordering on the Baltic, was assigned 
to his sister Magdalene, mai^ried' to Cibo, natural 
SDH of Innbcent VIII. and she, in order to enhance 
her profit, had farmed out the revenue to one 
Arcemboldi, a Genoese, once a merchant, now a 
Mshop, whb^ still retaiiied all the lucrative arts of 
his former profession*. The Austin friars had usu- 
ally been employed in Saxony to preach the indul- 
gences, and from this trust had derived both profit 
and cohs^eriidoii : But Arcemboldi, ' fearing lest 
prafetice might have taujjht' them means to secrete , 
the taoney*, and expecting no extraordinary success 
flrOtn the ordiftary methods of collection, gave this 
occupation to die Dominicans. These monks, in 
order to prove themselves worthy of the distinction 
conferred on them, eataggerated the benefits of in- 
dttlgeiicesby the most tu^unded nanegyrics; and 
advanced doctrinife on that head> which, though not 
more ridiculous than those already received, were ndt 
as yet enAely femiKar to the ears of the people *. To 
add to l3ie scandal, the^ coUectprs^ of this revenue are 
said to ha!tF€f'liV£id\very licentious lives, and to have 
spent in tav^rh^v gstn^i^-fiouses, and places stfll more 
mfemou^, the money vi*8dh devout jiOTons had^yed 
fr6m Htheir usual expences, ih order to purchase a 
remission i>fthdr dfti\ ' 

f In jr5i7* • ' 'S^FitlierPfml, Slcnhn. 

*» Father Paul, lib. i. » See note [A], at the end of the volume. 
* Tathdr Paul, liU I. 

All 
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All these circumstances might have giveri offeree, C'H AT. 
but wo&ld hate been attended with no event of any XXIX. 
Hnportance, had there not arisen^a man qualified to ^■^"^^ ^ 
take advantage of the incident. Martin Luther, an Martin* 
Austin friar, professor in the university of Wittem* Luther, 
berg, resenting the affront pot upon his order, begail 
to preach agsunst these abuses in the sale of indul- 
gences : And being naturally of a fiery temper, and 
provoked by oppodtion, he proceeded even to decry 
indulgences themselves ; and was thence carried, by 
the heat of dispute, to question the authority of the 
Pope, from which his adversaries derived their chief 
arguments agaihst him^ StiH as he enlarged hi^ 
reading, in order to support his tenets, he dis- 
covered some new abuse or error in the church of 
Rome } and finding his opinions greedily hearkened 
to, he promulgated them by writing, -discourse, 
sermon, conference ; and daily increased the number 
of hb disciple^ All Saxony, all Germany, all Eu* 
rope, were in a very liule time filled with the voiccf 
6f this daring innovator ; and men, roused from that 
lethargy in which they had so k>ng slept, began ta 
qM in question the most ancient and most receive 
optnions. The Elector of Sa^sonv, favotirable td 
LuAer's docnrme, protected Mm ftotn the violencef 
of the papal jurisdiction : The rejmblic of Zuric even' 
lefoimed their church accordki^ to the new model y 
Many sovereigns of the empare, and the Imperial 
Diet itself, showed a favouraUe disposition t(>wsrd^ 
k I And Luther, a man naturaUy ftiflexible, vehement; 
opinniative, wis become hicapable, either from pro^ 
mises of advancement or terrors cf severity, to reHn-* 
qvoA a sect of which he was hinvsdf the founder, and 
wbidk brought him a glory superior to all otha^s, 
Ae glory of dlctHiBg the religious faith and principles 
of multitudes. 

D a Ths 
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CHAP* The rumour of these innovations soon reached 
XXIX. England ; and as there still subsisted in that ISngdom 
^ ,^^7r^ S^^^ remains of the I^Uards, whose principles re- 
^ ' sembled those of Luther, the new doctrines secretly- 
gained many partisians among the laity of all ranl^ 
and denominations. But Henry had been educated 
in strict attachment to the church of Rome, and he 
bore a particular prejudice against Luther, who in 
his writings spoke with contempt of Thomas Aq[uinas, 
the King's favourite author: He opposed himself, 
therefore, to the progress of the Lutheran tenets, by 
* all the influence which his extensive and almost abso* 
lute authority conferred upon him : He even under* 
took to combat them with weapons not usually em- 
ployed by monarchs, especially those in the flower of 
their age and force of their passions. He wrote )a 
book in Latin against the principles of Luther; a 
performance which, if allowance be made for the 
subject and the age, does no discredit to his capacity.- 
He sent a copy of it to Leo, who received so nu^^ 
Henry re- nificent a presoit with great testimony of regard ; and 
^«* ^ conferred on him the title of defender of the faitb ; 
defender ^ appellation Still retained by the Kings of En^iand.- 
ef the Luther, who was in the heat of controversy, soon 
faith. publi^ed an answer to Henry ; and, withoutreord 
to 'the dignity of his imtagonist, treated him with alt 
die acrimony of style to which in the course of his 
polemics he had so long been accustomed. The 
King by this ill usage was still more prejudiced aeainst 
the new doctrines ; but the puUic, who naturally &^ 
vour the weaker party, were inclined to attribute to 
Luther the victory in die dispute "". And as the con- 
troversy became more illustrious by Henry's entering, 
the lists, he drew sdll more the attention c^ mankind » 
s(nd the Lutheran doctrine daily acquired new converts 
in every part of £urope. 

» Father Pkul, lib. X. 

The 
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• The quick and surprising progress of this bold CHAP* 
secty may justly in part be ascribed to the late inven* XXIX. 
tion of printing, and revival of learning. Not that ~^ -^ 
reason bore any considerable share in opening men's Cau^sof 
eves with regard to the impostures of the Romish the pro- 
church : For of all branches of literature, philosophy g«M of 
had, as yet, and till long afterwards, made the most ^^ J^^^^* 
inconsiderable progress; neither is there any inftance "* ^"* 
that arffum«it has ever been able to free tne people 
from that enormous load of absurdity, with which 
superstition has every where overwhelmed them: 
Not to mention, that the rapid advance of the Lu- 
th^an doctrine, and the violence with which it was 
embraced, prove sufficiently that it owed not its sue*' 
cess to reason and reflection. The art of printing 
and the revival of learning forwarded its progress fat 
another manner. By means of that art the bookd 
of Luther and his sectaries, full of vehemence, decla'^^ 
madon, and a rude eloquence, were propagated 
more quickly, and in greater numbers. The minds 
of men, somewhat a^^ened from a profoimd sleep 
of so many centuries, were prepared for every no* 
velty, and scrupled less to tread in any unusual path 
which was opened to them. And as copies of th^ 
scriptures and other ancient monuments of thel 
Christian iaith became more common, men per^* 
ceived the innovations which were introduced after 
the first centuries; and though argument and rea« 
soning could not give conviction, an historical fact, 
well supported, was able to make impression on theii' 
understandings. Many of the powers, indeed, as- 
sumed by the church of Rome, were very ancient,* 
and were prior to almost every political government 
established in Europe: But as the ecclesiastics would 
not agree to possess their privileges as matters of 
dvil right, which time might render valid, but ap« 
pealed still to a divine origin, men were tempted to 
look into their primitive charter; and they could, 
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CHA^. ^fitjiout much difficulty, perceive its defept in truthi 
* XXIX^ and ^cuthenticity. 

* In order to bestow on this topic the greator influ* 
ence^i Luther ^nd his followers, not satisfied with 
opposing the pretend^ divinity of the Romish 
church, and displaying the temporal inconveniencie$ 

* of that establishment, carried matters much farther, 
and treated the religion of their ancestors as abo« 
minable, detestable, damnable ; foretold by sacred 
writ itself, as the source of all. wickedness and pollu« 
tion. They denominated the Pope antichrist, called 
his communion the scarlet whore, and gave to Rome 
the appellation of Babylon ; expressions which how* 
ever applied, were to be found in scripture, and 
which were better calculated to operate on the muU 
titude than the most solid arguments. Excited, by 
content and persecution on the one hand, by success 
;and applause on the other^ many of the reformers 
carried to the greatest extremity their opposition to 
the churc^ of Rome; and in contradiction to the 
multiplied superstitions with which that communion 
wa^ loaded, tVy adopted an enthusiastic straki of 
^evotion,. which admitted of no observances, rites, 
or ceremonies, but placed all merit in a mysterious 
species of faith, inward vision, rapture^ and ecstasy* 
Tha new^ sectaries, seized with this ^irit, were int 
d^tigable in the propagadpn of their doctrine, and 
$et at defiance all the anathemas and punishments 
with which the Roman PondiF endeavoured to pver* 
whelm them. 

That, the civil power, however, might afford 
them protection against the ecclesiastical jurisdiction^ 
die Lutherans advanced doctrines £iivourable in sona^ 
respect to the temporal authority of sovereigns* 
T)iey inveighed against the abuses of the court of 
Romfi, with \|rhich men were at that time generally 
discontented ;. and they exhorted IVinces to reinstate 
themselves in: those powers of which the encroachhip;: 
, ' spirit 
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lint of tbe. ecclesiastics, espedally cf the Sovereign CHAP» 
bntiff, had sp loag ber^veil thei^. ll^y . cooi- XXIX* 
denmed celibacy and monastic, vows^ ?aid thereby ^^ — *^*^ 
opened* the doors of th^ convents to. those: who w«r« **^*' 
either tired of the obedience and chastity, or diJSf 
gusted with the licence in which they had hithertp 
uved. They blamed thQ excessive riches, the idle- 
ness, the libertinism of the clergy ; and pointed out 
their treasures and revenues as lawful ^pojl tp xhf 
first invader. And as the eccleaiasaps h#(d jKitt^rtQ 
conducted a willing and a stupid, audience, aW wer^ 
totally unacquainted with controversy, m^ch mor^ 
with every species of trye literature, they, wpre un- 
able to defend themselves arainst men armed witl) 
authorities, quotations, and popular topics, an4 
qualified to triumph in every altercation or d^batCf 
Such were the advantages with which the reformers 
began their attack on the Romish hierarchy ; an4 
such were the causey of their rapid and astonishing 
success. 

Leo X* whose oversights and too supine trust in ttt Dec. 
the profound igoor^ce of the people, had ffv^ 
rise, to this siect, but whose sound iudgment, modenif 
tion, and temper, w^ere well qualified tp retard it^ 

Progress, died in the fiower of his an, a little after 
e rieceived the King's book against £uthe^ j an4 fa^ 
was sucoeeddd in the pap^ chair by. Adrian, ^ 
Fleming, who had been tutor to, the Emperof 
Charles. Th^ man was fitt^ to gdfn on^ the re- 
formers by the integrity, candour, and simplicity 
of manners which distinguished Ws ghiuwter ^ but 
iSP violent were their prejudices a^aidst tbft chufch, . 
he rather hurt the qause by his unprudent exerqse 
of those virtues. He frankly confessed, that nuany 
abominable ajad detestable practices prevailed in 
tbe^ court of Roiqef a^d by this sincere arvowal hf 
gave occasion of much triumph to the Lutherans. 
This Pontiff alsot whose penetratioB. was i^ oqjual 
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CHAiP. to his gdod int^tibns, was seduced to concur in that 
XXIX. league vridch Charles and Henry had formed agains 
'^ ^ ' France " ; and he thiefreby augmented the ♦scandi 
^^ * bccasioh^ by the piticdce of so many preceding 
Popes, who still made their spiritual arms subservient 
to political purposes. - - 

'5*2- The Emperor, who knew that Wolsey had re- 
cdved a disappointment in his ambitious hopes by 
the election ot Adrian, arid who dreaded the resent- 
taicrtt of that haughty minister, was solicitous to re- 
pair the brtach made in their friendship by this in- 
a6th cident. He paid another visit to England ; and be- 
M«3r- sides flattering the vanity of the King and the car- 
dinal, he renewed to Wolsey all the promises which 
he had made him, bf setonding his pretensions to 
the papal throne. Wolsey, sensible that Adrian's 
great age and infirmities promised a speedy vacancy, 
dissembled hi^ resentment, and was willing to hope 
lor a Aiore prosperous issue to the next election. 
^ The Emperor renewed the treaty made at -Brugesj 
to which some articles were added ; and he agreed 
to indemriif^r both thef King and Wolsey for the re- 
v^ue whicK they should lose by a breach with 
Ranc?. The moreto ingratiate himself with Henry 
and the EngKsh nation, he gave to Surrey, Admind 
of England, a commission tor being Admiral of his 
domimoxis; and he himself was installed Knight of 
the Garter at London. After a stay of $ix weeks in 
England, he embarked at Southampton, and in ten 
days arrived in Spain, where he soon pacified the 
tmnults which had arisen in his absence ^ 
War with The Kmg dechred war against France; and this 
France, pleasure was founded on so little reason, that he 
cdiild alledge nothing sus a ground of quarrel, but 
FraAds's refusal to submit to his arbitration, and 
his sending Albany into Scotland. This last step 

A Guicciardiiit, lib. 14. ' ^ F€tru<-d^ Angaria, epist. 765. 
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fa^d not been taken by the Frei^cfa King, ^1 he tras CH AP. 
qiute assured oi Hearfs resolution to attack him. XXIX. 
Surrey Janded some troops at Cherbourg in Nor- ^""^"'-^ 
Biandy ; and after laying waste the country, he sailed ^^^^* 
to Morlaix, a Hch town in Britany, which he took 
and plundered. The English merchants had great 
property in that jAsace, which »was no more spared 
by the soldiers than the goods of the French^ 
Surrey then left the charge of the fleet to the vice^ 
a&niral; and sailed to Calais, where he took the 
conunand of the English army destined for the in« 
vasion of France. This army^ when joined by forces . 
fitmi the Low Countries, under the command of 
the Count de Buren, amounted in the whole to 
18,000 men. 

The French had made it a maxim in almost all Invasion 
thar wars with the English since the reign of ofFrancc. 
ChaiiesV. never without great necessity to hazard 
a general engagement ; and the Duke of Vendome, 
who commanded the French army, now embraced 
tlus wise policy. He supplied the towns most ex- 
]k>sed^ especially Boulogne, Montreuil, Teroiienne^ 
Hedin, with strong garrisons and plenty of provi- 
doDs : He himself took post at Abbeville, with some 
Swiss and French in£mtry, and a body of cavalry? 
The Count of Guise encamped under Montreuil with 
six thousand men. These two bodies were in a atu- 
atkm to join upon occasion ; to throw supply into 
any town that was threatened ; and to harrass the 
English in every movement. Surrey, who was not 
provided with magazines, first divided his troops 
for the convenience of subsisting them ; but findmg 
diat his qi^ffters were every moment beaten up by 
Ae activity of the French generals, he drew together 
has forces, and laid siege to Hedin. But neither did 
he succeed in this enterprise. The garrison made 
vigorous sallies upon his army : The French forces 
assaulted him from without : Great rains fell : Fa- 
tigue and bad weather threw the soldiers into dysen. 

teries. 
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CHAP, tmcs: And Surrey waa phligfld to raiae.the vtgfit 
XXIX. and put Im troops into wjntar quarters about tbamd 

^' ~-~' ' o£ October. His ;rear guard was attack^ ^t Pa$. hi 
***** Artoisy and five or dx hundred men w«re cut off; 
nor could all his effoits mal^ him master of one 
place within the French frontier. . . 

The allies wereonote suQceflsful in: Italy* : LauL«' 
ttec^ who commai^ed the French, lo$t a great battle 
at Bicocca near Milan ; and was obliged ta rt&tire wich 
the remains of his army. This misfortune, whkh 
proceeded from F(pncis's negligence in not supply* 
u^ Lautrec with mon^ ^^ was followed by the kes 
c^Genoa. The castle of Cremona was. the sole feiv 
tre». in Italy which remained in the handa of the 
French. i 

EuEdFE was now in such a situaiion, and so ton- 
Bected by different alliances and interests, that at 
was almost impossible for war to be kindled in one 
part and not difibse itself throughout the wliole;. 
But of all the leagues among kmgdoms, thetrloseat 
was that which had so long subsisted between Fnuace 
and Scotland; and the £ngli^ while at watwitib 
the former nation, could not hope to remain hatg 

War with immolested on the northern frontier. . No sooner 

Scotland, faad Albany arrived in Scotkmd, than he took mea- 
sures for kmdling a war with. Enffhhd; and he sum- 
moned the whole force of the kingdom to meet ia 
the fields of Rosline \: He thence, oanducted the 
army aouilh wards into Annandale; and prepased feo 
pass the borders at Solsn^y^Frith.. But many of the 
Bobtltty were disgusted with the Regent'^ admtnistnh 
tion: And observing tfaitf: his . connsecrkma with Scot- 
land were feeble in oon^nrison of these which he 
Biahitained with FraiKse, they murmured that» £Dr 
the sake of foreign interests, their peace should so 
often be disturbed, and wpr during their King's mi- 

I* Gmcckrdfutt &>. 14. 

f fiuchanu, lib. 14. J)r^mmoni9 Pittcottie. 
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nmitj bet wantonly entered bto with a ndghboutiog CHAR 
nation, so much superior in force and riches. The ^XIX. 
Gordons;, in particular, refused to advance any far- ^""T^CT^ 
ther ; and iUbany, observing a general discontent to 
prevail, was obliged to conclude a truce with Lord 
Dacres, warden of thie English west marches. Soon 
after he departed for France $ and lest the opposite 
faction should gather force in his 2i)sence, he sent 
thither before him the Earl of Angus, husband to the 
Que^^*dowager^ 

Next year Henry, that he might take advantage of ^S^i* 
the Regent's absence^ marched an army into Scot<t 
land mid^r the command of Surrey, who ravaged 
the Mersd and Teviotdale without opposition, and 
burned the town of Jedburgh. The Scots had nei-* 
ther King nor Regent to ccmduct them: The two 
Humes hsid been put to death : Angus was in a 
manner banished : No nobl^nan of vigour or au^^ 
thority remaoned, who was qualified to assume the 
governinent : And the English Monarch, who knew, 
the distressed situation of the country, determined to 
push them to extremity, in hopes of engaging themf 
by the sense of their present weakness^ to make a 
aolemn renunciation of the French alUtnce, and to 
embrace that of England ^ He even gave themr 
hopes of contractii^ a marriage betwew the Lady 
Marv, heiress of Ex^land, and their youn^ mo^ 
narcfi ; an expedient which would for ever unite the 
two kingdo^is*. And the Queen-dowager, with her 
whole partyj recommended every where the advan-» 
tages o( this alliance, and of a confederacy with 
Henry. They said that the interests of Scotlsind had. 
too long been sacrificed to those of the French nsn 
rion, who, whenever they found themselves reduced 
to (fifEcukies^ called for the assistance of their allies ; 



' Buchanan, lib. 14. Herbert. 
» Le Grand, vol. iu, p.39. 



but 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i^4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, but were ready to abandon them as soon as they 
XXIX. found their advantage in making peace with England : 
%^'^r^^ f jj^^ where a small state ent^ed into so close a con- 
^5^3' federacy with a greater, it must always expect this 
treatment, as a consequence of the unequal alliance ; 
but there were peculiar circumstances in the situation 
of the kingdoms which in the present case rendered 
it inevitable : That France was so distant and so di- 
vided from them by sea, that she scarcely could by 
any means, and never could in time, send succours to 
the Scots, sufficient to protect them against ravages 
from the neighbouring kingdom : That nature had in 
a manner formed an alliance between the two British 
nations; having inclosed them in the same island; 
given them the same manners, language, laws, and 
form of government ; and prepared every thing for 
an intimate union between them : And that if national 
antipathies were abolished, which would soon be the 
cflfect of peace, these two kingdoms, secured by the 
ocean and by their domestic force, could set at defiance 
all foreign enemies, and remain for ever safe and 
unmolested. 

The partisans of the French alHance, on the other 
hand, said, that the very reasons which were urged 
in favour of a league with England, the vicinity of 
the kingdom and it^ superior force, were the real 
causes! why a sincere and durable confederacy could- 
never be formed with that hostile nation : That 
among neighbouring states occasions of quarrel were 
frequent ; and the more powerful would be sure to 
seize every frivolous pretence for oppressing the 
weaker, and redudng it to subjection : That as the 
near neighbourhood of France and England had 
kindled a war almost perpetual between them, it 
was the interest of the Scots, if they wished to 
maintain their independence, to preserve their league 
with the former kingdom, which balanced the force 
of the latter : That if they deserted that old and salu- 
tary 
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taiy alliance on which their importmure in Europe CHAP, 
chiefly depended, their ancient enemies^ stimulated XXIX. 
both by interest and by passion, would soon invade ^- ^ -* 
them with superior force, and bereave them of all ^^*'* 
thdr 13>erties : Or if they delayed the attack, the in- 
^dious peace, by making the Scots forget the use of 
arms, would only prejiare the way for a slavery more 
certain and more irretrievable *• 

The arguments employed by the French party^ 
being seconded by the natural prejudices of the 
people, seemed most prevalent : ^d when the Re- 
gent himself, who had been long detamed beyond 
his aj^inted time by the danger from the English 
fleet, at last appeared among them, he was able to 
throw the balance entirely on that side. By authorl> 
ty of the convention of states he assembled an army, 
with a view of avenging the ravages committed by 
the English in the beginning of the campaign ; and 
he led them southwards towards the borders. But 
when they were passing the Tweed at the bridge of 
Melross, the English party raised again such oppo- 
sition, that Albany thought proper to make a retreat. 
He marched downwards alone the banks of the 
Tweed, keeping that river on his right ; and fixed 
his camp opposite to Werk-castle, which Surrey had 
lately repaired. He sent ova: some troops to besiege 
this fortress, who made a breach in it, and stormed 
some of the outworks : But the Regent, hearing of 
the approach of an Eng&h army, and discouraged 
by the advanced season, thought proper to dislmd 
his forces, and retire to Edinburgh. Soon after he 
went over to France, and never again, returned to 
Scotland. The Scottish nation, agitated by their 
domestic factions, were not during several years in a 
condition to give any more disturbance to England ; 
and Henry had full leisure to prosecute his designs oa 
the continent. 

' Bttchanaoy lib, 14. 
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CH A P. The reason why the war against Fiance proceed^' 
XXIX« ed so slowly on the part of England, was ihe want 
'^ '^~ -^ of money. All the treasures of Henry VII. were 
>S*3*' long ago dksipated; the King's habits of expence 
still remained, and his revenues were unequal even 
to the ordinary charge of government, much more to^ 
his military enterprises. He had lak year caused ^ 
general survey to be made of the kingdom; the 
numbers of men, their years, .profession, stock, re- 
venue'; and expressed great satisfaction on finding* 
the nation so opulent. He then issued privy seals 
to the most wealthy, demanding loaris of particular 
sums: This a^ct of power, though somewhat irregu- 
lar and tyr*annical, had been formerly practised by 
Kings of England ; and the people were now fami- 
Uarised to it. But Henry this year carried his au- 
thority much farther. He published an edict for a 
general tax upon his subjects, which he still called a 
baft ; and he levied five shillings in the pound upon 
the clergy, two shillings upon the laity. Thiis ' pre*' 
tended loan, as being more regulate was really more 
dangerous to the liberties of the people ; and was a 
precedent for the King's imposing taxes without con- 
sent of parliament. 
15th Henrt soon after summoned a parlbmaJt, to- 

April gether with a convocation; and found neither c^ 
men?? ^^"^ *" * disposition to complain of the infringe-" 
ment of their privileges. It was only doiibted hoW 
far they would carry their liberality to the King. 
Wolsey, who had undertaken the managemtof of 
the afiairs, began with the convocation^ in hopes thaiC 
their example would influence the parliament tb grant 
a large supply. He demsinded a moiety of the eccle- 
tiafitical revenues to be levied in five years, or twtf 
shillings in the pound during that time ; and though 
lie met with opposition, he reprimanded the refrac- 
tory members in such severe terms^ that hi& request 

* Herbert. Stoweff.^^^ 
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was at last complied with. The cardinal afterwards, CH AP« 
attended hy several of the nobility and prelates, came XXIX. 
to the house of commons ; and in a long and dabo-* '" ^ 
rate speech laid before them the pubUc necessities^ '^*** 
the danger 6f an invasion from Scotland^* the aflfronts 
recdved from France, the league in which the King 
was engaged with the Pqpe and the Emperor ; and 
he demanded a grant 'of 800,000 pounds, divided 
into four yearly paym^ts; a sum computed from 
the late survey or valuation, to be equal to four shiU 
Imgs in the pound of one year's revenue, or one 
shilling in the poimd yearly, according to the divi* 
sioa proposed \ So large a grant was unusual from 
the commons ; and -though the cardinal's demand 
was seconded by Sir Thomas More the Speaker, and 
several other members attached to the court, the 
bouse could not be prevailed with to comply''. 
They only voted two shillings in the pound on all 
who enjoyed twenty pounds a-year and upwards ; 
one filiilling on all who possessed between twenty 
pounds and forty shillings a year ; and on the other 
subjects above sixteen years of age, a groat a-head. 
This last sum was divided into two yearly payments ; 
the former mto four ; and was not, therefore, at the 
utmost above sixpence in the pound. The grant 
of die commons was but the moiety of the sum de« 
nanded; and the cardinal, therefore, much morti- 
fied with^the disappointment, came again to the 
bouse, and desired to reason with such as refused to 
comply with the King's request. He was tdkl that 
k was a rule of the house never to reason but i^mong 
themselves j and his desire was rejected. The com* 
mons, however, enlarged a little their former grant, 
and voted an impodnon ai three shillings in the 

^ This survey or valuation is liable to much suspicion^ as fixing 
the rents a great deal too high ; unless the sunl comprehended the 
revenues of all kindSy industry as well as land and money^ 

^ Herbert, Stowc, p. 518. Parliamcutary History. Strype, 
▼V^ i. p.49> 50- 
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CHAP, pound on all {>o8sessed of. fifty pounds a year aqdr 
XXIX. upwards*. The piX)ceeduigs of this housa of com- 
* ' mons evidently discover the humour of the times : 

They were extremely tenacious of thdbr money, and 
refused a demand of the crown, which was far firom 
being unreasonable; but they allowed an encroach- 
ment on national privileges to pass uncensured, 
though its direct tendency was to subvert entirely 
the liberties of the people. The King was so disaa- 
dsfied with this saving dispodtion of the common^ 
that as he had not called a parliaizient during seven 
years before, he allowed seven more to elapse be- 
fore he summoned another: And on pretence of 
necessity he levied in one year, frcMU all who were 
worth forty pounds, what the parliament had grant- 
ed him payable in four years ^ ; a new invasion of na-^ 
tional privileges. These irregularities were copi- 
monly ascribed to the cardinal's counsels, whoy tru^r 
ing to the protection afforded him by his ecclesiastical 
character, was the less scrupulous in his encroachments 
on the civil rights of the nation. 

That ambitious prelate received this year a new 
disappointment in his aspiring views. The Pope 
Adrian VI. died ; and Clement VII. ctf the famWy 
of Medicis, was elected in his place, by the concur*- 
rence of the Imperial party. VITplsey could now, 
percave the insincerity of the Emperor, and he con- 
cluded that that Prince would never second his pre-, 
tensions to the papal chair. As he highly iresented 
this injury, he began thaiceforth to estrange himself 
from Uie Imperial court, and to pave the way for aa 
ixakm between his master and the French King. 
Meanwhile he concealed his disgust ; and after coa* 
gratulatii^ the new Pope on his promotion, applied 
for a continuation of the legatine powers which the 
two former Popes had conferred upon him. Clement 

* See note pB]; at the end of the rolume. 
r Speed. HaU. Hettert- 
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Showing the importance of gaining his friendship, CHAP, 
granted him a commission tor life; and, by this XXIX. 
unusual* concession, hd in a manner transferred to '- ^^~\~^ 
him the whole papal authority in England. In some '^*'' 
particulars Wolsey made a good use of this extensive 
power. He erected two colleges, one at Oxford, 
another at Ipswich, the place of his nativity : He 
sought, all over Europe, for learned men to supply 
the chairs of these colleges : And, in order to' bestow 
endowments on them, he suppressed some smaller 
monasteries, and distributed the monks into other 
convents. The execution of this project became the 
less difficult for him, because the Romish church 
began to perceive that she overabounded in monks, 
and that she wanted some supply of learning in order 
to oppose the inquisitive, or rather disputative humour 
of the reformers. 

The confederacy against France seemed more 
formidable than ever on the opening of the cam- 
paign ^ Adrian, before his death, had renewed 
the league with Charles and Henry. The Venetians 
had been induced to desert the French alliance, and 
to form engagements for securing Francis Sforza, 
brother to Maximilian, in possession of the Mila- 
nese. The Florentines, the Dukes of Ferrara and 
Mantua, and all the powers of Italy, combined in 
the same measure. The Emperor, in person, me- 
naced France with a powerful invasion on the side of 
Guienne : The forces of England and the Nether- 
lands hovered over Picardy : A numerous body of 
Germans were preparing to ravage Burgundy : But 
all these perils from foreign enemies were less threat- 
ening than a domesdc conspiracy which had been 
formed, and which was now come to full maturity, 
against the French Monarch. 

Charles Duke of Bourbon, constable of France, 
was a Prince of the most shinmg merit ; and, beades 

^ Gyicciardioiy lib. 14. 
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CHAP, disdaguiihing himself in many military enterprise^ 
XXIX. he was adorned with every accomplishment which 
'^'-~ -^ became a person of his high station. His* virtues, 
^^^ embellished with the graces of youth, had made 
such impression on Louise of Savoy, Frands's^ mo- 
ther, that,' without regard to the inequality of thek 
years; die made him proposals of marriage; and, 
meeting with a repulse, she formed schemes of. un- 
relenting vengeance aeainst him. She was a woman 
hhej deceitml, vindictive, malicious; but imhap- 
pily for France, had, by her capacity, . which was 
considerable, acquired an absolute ascendant over 
her son.' By her instigadon Frauds ' put many 
affiK>nts on the constable, which it was <^fficult for 
a gallant spirit to endure ; and, at last, he permitted 
Louise: to prosecute a lawsuit against him, by which, 
on the most frivolous pretences, he was deprived of 
his ample possessions ; and inevitable ruin was brought 
upon him. 

BoiTRBON, provoked at all these indignities, and 
thinking that, if any injuries could justify a. man. in 
rebellion against his Prince and country, he ^must 
stand acquitted, had entered into a secret correspond- 
ence with the Emperor and the King of England \ 
Francis, pertinadous in his purpose of recovering 
the Milanese, had intended to lead his ^my in 
personanto Italy ; and Bourbon, who fdgned sick- 
ness, inordo* to^have a pretence for staying behind, 
-purposed, as soonas the King should have passed the 
Alps, to raise an insurrection among his numerous 
vassals, by whom he was extr^nely beloved, and to 
introduceforeign. enemies into the heart of the 
kingdom. Francis got intimation of his design { 
but as he was not expeditious enough in securing so 
dangerous a foe, the constable made his escape^; 
and, entering into the Emperor's service, employed 
all the force of his ent^rising spirit, and his 

* Mcmoircs du Bellay, liv. s. * Bclcarius, lib. 17. 

II great 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HENRY Vin. ^t 

great tsflents for war, to the prejudice of hisnadre GHAP* 
country,^ XXIX. 

The *King of England, desirous that Frands ' _^ ^ 
^ould undertake his Italian expedition, did noc ^^* 
openly threaten Picardy this year with an invasion j 
and It was late before the Duke of Suffolk, wha 
commanded the English forces, passed over to Ca^ 
lais. He was attehded by the Lords Montacute, 24th 
Herbert, Ferrars, Momey, Sandys, Berkley, Powis, ^^S* 
and many other noblemen and gentlemen*. The Invadon 
English army,- reinforced by Sdme troops drawn ^^^""^* 
from the garrison of Calais, amounted to about 
12,000 men; and having joined an equal numbef 
of Flemings under the Count de Buren, they pre.- 
pared for an invasion- of Frabace. The si^ of 
Boulo^e was first proposed; but thai enterprifile 
appeanng difficult, it'^vasf thought more advisable 
to leave this towxi behind therii. The ' frontier ^of 
Picardy was very ill provided With troops ; the only 
defence of that province was the activity of the 
French offifcers, who infested the allied army in thdr 
march, and threw garrisons, with gr^at 'expeditioQ, 
into every town which was threatened by them. 
After coasting the Sonlme, and passing Hedin^ 
Montreiiil, Doutlens, the £ng;lish and Flemings 
presented themselves before Bray,' a place of small 
foi'ce, which commanded a bridge over that river. 
Here they were resolved to pas^i andi if possible, to 
take up winter-iquarters' m Frdricej bxxv Crequi 
flirew himself into the town, Snd seemed resolute to 
defend it; The allies attacked Wm^ with vigour and 
successs ; and when he retreated over the bridge, 
they purstied him so hotly, that they allowed hun 
not dme to br^k if down, but jw^sed it along with 
him, and totally routed his army. They next ad- 
vanced to Momdidier, which they besieged, and took 
by capitulation. Meeting with no opposition, they 

« Herbert. • 
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CHAP, proceeded to the river Oise, within eleven leagues of 

XXTX. Paris, and threw that city into great consternation: 

^"y" " *^ till the Duke of Vendome hastened with sonle forces 

'5*^' ^Q its relief. The confederates, afraid of being sur- 

rounded, and of bemg reduced to extremities during 

so advanced a . season, thought proper to retreat.. 

Montdidier was abandoned: And the English and 

Flemings, without effecting any thing, retired mto their 

respective countries. 

France defended herself from the other invasions 
with equal facility and equal good fortune. Twelve 
thousand Lansquenets broke into Burgundy under 
the command of the Count of Furstenberg. The 
Count of Guise, who defended that frontier, had 
nothing to oppose to them but some militia and 
about nine hundred heavy-armed cavalry. Rethrew 
the militia into the garrison-towns j and with his 
cavalry he kept the field, and so harrassed the Ger- 
mans, that they were glad to make their retreat into 
Lorraine. Guise attacked them as they passed the 
Meuse, put them into disorder, and cut off the 
greater part of their rear. 

The Emperor made great preparations on the side 
of Navarre; and though that frontier was well 
guarded by nature, it seemed now exposed to danger 
from the powerful invasion which threatened it. 
Charles besieged Fontarabia, which a few years be- 
fore had fallen into Francis's hands : and when he 
had drawn thither Lautrec^^ the French general, he of 
a sudden raised the siege, and sat down before 
Bayonne. Lautrec, aware of that stratagem, made 
a sudden march and threw himself into Bayonne^ 
which he defended with such vigour and courage, 
that the Spaniards were constrained to raise the 
siege. The Emperor would have been totally un- 
fortunate on this side, had he not turned back upon 
Fontarabia, and, contrary to the advice of all his 
generals, sitten down in the vrinter season before that 
• city, well fortified and strongly garrisoned. The 

cowardice 
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cowardice or misconduct of the governor saved him CHAP, 
from the shame of a new disappointment. The XXIX. 
place was surrendered in a few days ; and the Em- '^ ^ ~^ 
peror, having finished this enterprise, put his troops ^^^^' 
into winter-quarters. 

So obstinate was Francis^ in prosecuting his Italian Italian 
expedition, that, notwithstanding these numerous ^*"- 
invasions with which his kihgdom was menaced on 
every side, he had determined to lead in person a 
powerful army to the conquest of Milan. The intel- 
ligence of Bourbon's conspiracy and escape stopped 
him at Lyons ; and, fearing some insurrection in the 
kingdom, from the intrigues of a man so powerful 
and so much beloved, he thought it prudent to re- 
main in France, and to send forward his army under 
the conmiand of Admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of 
Milan had been purposely left in a condition some- 
what defenceless, with a view of alluring Francis to 
' attack it, and thereby facilitating the enterprises of 
Bourbon; and no sooner had Bonnivet passed the 
Te^, than the army of the league, and even Prosper 
Coloima, who commanded it, a prudent general, 
were in the utmost confusion. It is agreed, that if 
Boimivet had immediately advanced to Milan, that 
great city, on which the whole dutchy depends, 
would have opened its gates without resistance. But 
as he wasted his time in frivolous enterprises, Ck>- 
lonna had opportunity to rdnforce the garrison, and 
to put the place in a posture of defence. Bonnivet 
was now obliged to attempt reducing the city by 
blockade and famine ; and he took possession of 
all the posts which commanded the passages to it. 
But the army of the league, meanwhile, was not 
inactive ; and they so straitened and harrassed the 
quarters of the French, that it seemed more likely 
the latter should themselves perish by famine, than 15^4* 
reduce the city to that extremity. Sickness and 
fatigue and want had wasted them to such a degree, 
that they were ready to raise the blockade ; and 

t 3 their 
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CHAR their only hopes condsted in a great body of Swiss, 

XXIX. which was levied for the service of the French King, 

~"^ —' and whose arrival was every day expected. But 

*^*' these mountaineers iu> sooner came within sight of 

the French camp, than they stopped, from a suddea 

caprice and resentment; and, instead of joining 

Bonniveit, they sent orders to a great body of their 

countrymen, who then served under him, immediatdy 

to begm their march, and to return home in their 

company '• After this deserticm of the Swiss, Bonnie 

vet had no other choice but that^bf making his retx^eat 

as fast as possible into France. 

The French being thus ekpdled Italy, the Pope, 
the Venetians, the Florentines, were satisfied with 
the advantage obtained over them, and weine resolved 
to prosecute their victory no farther. All these 
powers, especially Clement, had entertamed a vio- 
lent jedousy of the Emperor's ambition ; and their 
suspicions were extremely augmented when they * 
Saw him refuse the investiture or Milan, a fief of the 
empire, to Francis Sforza, whose title he had ac- 
knowledged, and whose defence he had embraced' ^ 
They all concluded thiat he intended to put himself 
in possession of that important dutchy, and reduce 
Italy to subjection : Clemrat, in particular, actuated 
by this jealousy, proceeded so far in opposition to 
the Emperor, that he sent orders to his nuncio at 
London, to mediate a reconciliation j between France 
and England. But aflfairs* wqre not yet fully ripe for 
this ' change. Wolsey, disgusted with the Emperor, 
but still more actuated by vain-glory, was deter- 
mined that he himself should have the renovm of 
bringing about that great alteration ; and he engaged 
the King to reject the Pope's mediation. . A new 
treaty was even concluded betwe^i' Henry and 
Charles for th^ invasion of France. Charles stipu* 
lated to supply the Duke of Bourbon with a powerful 

\ ^ Guicciardini, 'lib, 15. Memoires dii Bellay, liv. 2. 
• f Guicciardini, lib. 15. 
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army, in order to conquer Provence and Dauphiny : CHAP, 
Henry .agreed to pay him a iiundred thousand XXIX. 
crowns i for the first month; after which, he might ^-— v— ^ 
either! chuse ito continue the same .monthly pay-i ^f^ 
meotst, pr iilyade Rcardy with, a powerful army* 
Boudton was to possess these provinces initfa . the 
title of King ; but to fadd than in fee .of Henry as 
King of Fiamce. The dutchy ^of Burgundy was to^ 
be given to Charles: The rest of the kingdom to 
Henry; 

This chimerical partition immediately failed, of 
execution in the article which was most easily per-^ 
formed ; Bourbon refused to acknowledge Henry as 
King of' France. NSs enterprise, however, against 
Prov^ice still took place* A numerous army of 
Imperialists invaded diat country, under his com^ 
mand and that of the Marquis Pescara. They laid 
siege to Marsallcs^ which, being weakly garrisoned, 
they expected to reduce in a little time : : But the citi-< 
zens defended themselves with such valouf and obsti-f 
nacy, that Bourbon and Pescara, who heard of the 
French Kmg's approach widi a numerous army, 
fbiind themselves imder a necessity ^f raising the siege ; 
and the^ led their forces^ weakened, baffl^, and , dis^ 
heartened, into Itsdy. 

, Francis iii%hii now have enjoyed, in safety, the 
gk^ of repulsing all his^ enemies, ki every attempt 
which they had hitherto made for invading tua 
kingdom: But, as he* received intelligence that the 
King of Ei^land, discouraged by his former fruits 
less enterprises, :and^ disgusted vidi the Emperor, 
was; making ino" pr^aradons fior any attempt on 
Fkardyi,/ his^^jddent audour seised him for the com 
quest / of vMilaii)*, . |md 4sotvrithstanding the advanced 
seflsott^hei wa^vimmcdiately d^ermined, contrary to 
the advidiJofol^^tfest Counsellors, to lead his army 

He passed the Alps at Mdunt Cenis, and no The Kin j 
sooner appeared in Piedmont than he threw the Ijf^ri'^*^ 

E4 whole 1,,^ 
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CHAP, whole Milanese into coiostemation, The forces of 
XXIX. the Emperor and Sforza retired to Lodi; sgid had 
' Francis been so fortunate as to pursue them, they 
had abandoned that place, and had been totally dis« 
persed ^ : But his ill 6ite led him to besiege Pavia, 
a town of considerable strength, well garrisoned, and 
defended by Leyva, one of the bravest officers in the 
Spanish service. Every attempt which the French 
^ng made to gain this important place proved fruits 
less. He battered the walls, and mjtde breaches: 
But, by the vigilance of Leyva, new intrenchments 
were instantly thrown up behind the breaches : He 
attempted to divert the course of the Tesin, which 
ran by one side of the city, and defended it ; but an 
inunction of the river destroyed, in one night, all 
the mounds which the soldiers, during a long time 
and with infinite labour had been erecting. Fa-, 
tigue, and the bad season (for it was the depth of 
1525. winter,) had wasted the French army. The Im- 
perial generals, meanwhile, were not inactive. Pes- 
cara and Lannoy, Viceroy of Naples, assembled forces 
" from all quarters. Bourbon, having pawned his jewels, 
went into Germany, and with the money, aided by 
his personal interest, levied a body of twelve thousand 
Lansquenets, with which he joined the imperialists. 
This whole army advanced to raise the siege of Pkvia ; 
and the danger to the French became every day more 
imminent. 

The $tate of Europe was such, during that age, 
that, partly from want of commerce and industry, 
every where, except in Italy and the Low-*Countries, 
partly from the extensive privileges sdll possessed by 
the people in all the great monarchies, and their 
frugal maxims in granting money, the revalues of 
the Princes were extremely narrow, and even the 
small armies which they kept on fi)ot could not be 
regularly paid by them. The Imperial forces com- 

s Gmcciardinii lib. 15. Du Bellay, Iit. 2. 
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manded by Bourbon, Pescara, and Lannoy, ex- CHAP, 
ceeded not twenty thousand men; they were the XXIX. 
only body of troops maintained by the Emperor (for ^""""'^^^ 
he had not been able to levy any army for the inva* *^*^* 
sion of France, eidier on the side of Spain or Flan- 
ders). Yet, so poor waib that mighty monarch, 
that he could transmit no money for me payment of 
this army ; and it was chiefly the hopes of sharing 
the plunder of the French camp which had made 
them advance, and kept them to their standards, ^ ' 
Had Francis raised the siege before their approach, 
and retired to Milan, they must inunediately have 
disbanded; and he had obtained a complete victory 
without danger or bloodshed. But it was the cha- 
racter of this monarch to become obstinate in pro- 
portion to the difficulties which he encountered; 
and having once said, that he would take Pavia or 
perish before it, he was resolved rather to endure the 
utmost extremities than depart from this resolution. 

The Imperial generals, after cannonading the 14th Feb. 
French camp for several days, at last made a general Battle of 
assault, and broke into the intrenchment. Leyra ^*™^^ 
sallied from the town, and incr«sed the confusion ^^Pran- 
among the besiegers. The Swiss infantry, contrary cis. 
to thar usual practice, behaved in a dastardly man- 
ner, and deserted thdr post. Francis's forces were 
put to the rout ; and he himself, surrounded by his 
enemies, after fighting with heroic valour, and killing 
seven men with his own hand, was at last obliged to 
surrender himself prisoner. Almost the whole army, 
full of nobility and brave officers, either perished by 
the sword, or were drowned in the river. The few 
who esgs^ed with their lives fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 

Th£ Emperor received this news by Pennalosa, 
who passed through France by means of a safe- 
conduct granted him by the captive Kin^. The 
moderation which he displayed on this occasion, had 

it 
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CHAP, it been sincere, would have done him hcmoun 
XXIX. Instead of rejoicing, he expressed sympathy vnth 
'~ '''' ^ francis's ill' fortune, and discovered his iense of 
*^*^* those calamitiesi to which the greatest nabnaxchs are 
exposed ^ He refused the' dty :of ^ IVbdrid permis- 
sion to make asty public expressions of triuniph ; 
9nd said that he reserved alt his exulladon till he 
should, be ableMto obtam/some victoiy over the in* 
fidels. Heiseat orders to hi$ frontier garmons to 
coi^mit no . hostilities upon France. He spoke of 
concludiQg, immediately, a peace on reas6nable 
terms. But all. this., seeming moderation was- only 
hypocrisy, .so much the .moi'e dangerous as it was 
profound* And he. was wholly occupied in forming 
schema how, from this great incident, he might 
draw the utmost advantage^ and gratify that exor^ 
bitant ambition by which, iiL all his actions, h6 was 
ever governed. 

Th£ samePennalosa, in passifag through France^ 
csurried also a letter from Francis to his mother, 
whom he had left Regent, and who then resided at 
I^yon$. It contained only these few words, Madam^ 
all is l0stf exiipt^our honour. The Princess was 
struck with the greatness of the calamity. She saw 
the kingdom witlK>ut a soverdgn, without an army^ 
without generals, without money ; surrounded -on 
every side by implacable and victorious enemies: 
And her chief resource, in her present distresses^ 
wefje the hopes she entertained of peace, and even 
of assistance from the Kin^ of England. 

Had the King entered into the war against France 
from stny concerted political views, it is evidait^^ 
that the victory of Pavia and' die captivity of 
Francis were the most fortunate incidents that could 
• have befallen him,, and- the only ones that could 
render; his schemes eifectuaL While the war was 
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carried on in the former feeble manner, \dthoujt CHAF. 
sany decisive advantage, he might have been able XXIX. 
to possess himself of scaae frontier town, or perhaps • '^ 
of a small territory, of which he could not have '^^ 
kept possesion without expending much more than 
its value. jBf some simil calamity abne, which 
aonibilated the power of ^France, ^ou}d he hope to 
acquire the dominion of coosiderable province^ or 
dismember that great monaJTchy, 'SO affecdonate to 
its. oibn government: and its own sovereigns. But 
98 It is probable that Henry had never before car- 
ried his reflections ad hs^hi was; startled at this 
important event, and becm^e . s^isible of his own 
danger, as well as that of aU £ujr(H>^9 bom the loss 
of a proper counterpoise to the power of Charles* 
Instead of taking advantage, therefore, of the dis* Henry 
tressed condtticm .of Francis, he was determined to *{]^^'lt?^' 
lend him asastance in his pr^ent calamities; and, anceof 
as the glory of goierosit^ in raising a fallen enany, Fraoce« 
concurred with his poUdcal interest, he hesitated 
the less in embracing these new iHeasures. 

SoMB disgusts also had previously taken place 
between Charles and Henry, and atill more between 
Charles and Wolsey^ and that powerful miniister 
waited oaif for a JBaivourable opportunity of reveng- 
mg the disappdntmenls which he had met with. 
The behaviour of Charles^ immediately after the vie* 
tory of Pavia, gave him occasion to revive the King's 
jealousy and suspicions. The Emperor so ill sup* 
ported the appearance of modendon, which he at 
first assum^, that he had already changed his usual 
style to Henry ; and, instead of writing to. him 
with his own hand, and subscribing himself your 
Mffectionate son and cousin;: he dictated his letters to 
a secretary, and simply subscrU)ed : himself C^ar/^^'« 
Wolsey also perceived a! diminutionr.in the caresses 
and profipssions with which the Emperor's letters to 

: - : • ' * Guicciiirdini, lib. !€• -' ' 
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CH A P. him were formerly loaded ; and this last imprudence^ 
XXIX. proceeding from the intoxication of success, ^was pro- 
"^j.^.^ bably more dangerous to Charles's interests than the 
^ ^* other. 

Henry, though immediately determined to em- 
brace new measures, was careful to save appearances 
in the change; and he caused rejoicings to be every 
where made on account of the victory of Pavia and 
the captivity of Francis. He publicly dismissed a 
French envoy, whom he had formerly allowed, not- 
withstanding the war, to reside at London^: But, 
upon the kegent of France's submissive applications 
to him, he again opened a correspondence with 
her ; and, besides assuring her of his friendship and 
protection, he exacted a promise that she never 
would consent to the dismembering of any province 
from the monarchy for her son's ransom. With the 
Emperor, however, he put on the appearance of 
vigour and enterprise; and in order to have a pre- 
tence for breaking with him, he dispatched Tonstal, 
Bishop of London, fo Madrid, with proposals for a 
powerful invasion of France. He required that 
Charles should immediately enter Guienne al^ the 
head of a great army, in order to put him in pos-» 
session of that province: And he demanded the 
payment of large sums of money which that 
Prince had borrowed from him in his last visit at 
London. He knew that the Emperor was in no 
condition of fulfilling either of these demands ; and 
(hat he had as little inclination to make him master of 
such considerable territories upon the frontiers of 
Spain. 

ToNSTAL, likewise, after his arrival at Madrid, 
informed his master that Charles, on his part, urged 
several complaints against England; and in par- 
ticular, was displeased with Henry, because last 
year he had neither continued his monthly payments 

^ Du Bdiayy liv . 3. Stowe, p. 221. Baker, p. 273. 
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to Bourbon^ nor invaded Ficardy, according to his CHAP. 
Stipulations. Tonstai added^ that instead of express- XXIx/ 
ing an ^intention to espouse Mary when she should ' "^ -^ 
be of age, the Emperor had hearkened to proposals '**^* 
for marrying his niece Isabella, Princess of Portugal ; 
and that he had entered into a separate treaty with 
Francis, and seemed determined to reap alone all the 
advantages of the success with which fortune had 
crowned his arms. 

The King, influenced by all these motives, con- 30th 
eluded at Moore, his alliance with the Regent of ^^S* 
France, and engaged to procure her son his liberty 
on reasonable conditions ' : The R^ent also, in an- 
other treaty, acknowledged the kingdom Henry's 
debtor, for one million eight hundred thousand 
crowns, to be discharged in half-yearly payments of 
fifty thousand crowns: After which Henry was to 
receive during life, a yearly pension of a hundred 
thousand. A large present of a hundred thousand ., 
crowns was also made to Wolsey for his good offices, 
but covered under the pretence of arrears due on 
the pension granted him for relinquishing the admi- 
nistration of Toumay. 

Meanwhile Henry, foreseeing that this treaty 
with France, might involve him in a war with the 
Emperor, was also determined to fill his treasury by 
impositions upon his own subjects ; and as the par- 
liament had discovered some reluctance in complying 
with his demands, he followed, as is believed, the 
counsel of Wolsey, and resolved to make use of his 
prerogative alone for that purpose. He issued com- Diicon- 
missions to all the counties of England for levying tents of 
four shillings in the pound upon the clergy, three |^f ^°S* 
shillings and four pence upon the laity; and so 
uncontrollable did he deem his authority, that he 
took no care to cover, as formerly, this arbitrary 
exaction, even under the slender pretence of a loan* 

' Du Tillet, Recueil des Traitfes de Leonardi torn. 2. Herbert. 
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CHAP. But he sCKjn found that he had presumed too for on 
XXIX. the passive submission of his siibjects. The pebpie, 
^r^^"-^ di^leased with an exaction beyond what was* usually 
'^*'' levkd in those days, and farther disgusted with the 
iUegdi method of' impo^g it, broke out in mur^ 
miirs, tromplaintSy opposition to the commissioziers ; 
and their refractory dispoeitioh threatened a general 
insurrection. Henry had the prudence to stop 
^ort in that dangerous path into which he had 
entered'. He sent letters to all the counties, de- 
claring that he nieant no force by this- last imposi^ 
tion, and that He would take nothing from his 
subjects but by way oi .benewknce.^ He flattered 
himsdf that \as condescension in employing that 
disguise wbuld satisfy the people, 'and that no one 
would dare- to rendler himself obnoxious to royal 
aathority, by refusing any payment required of 
him in this manner. But the spirit of oppodticm'^ 
, once, roused^ could not so easily be quieted at plea-^ 
sure. A lawyer, in the city, objecting to the statute 
cf Richard III. by > which benevolences were for ever 
abolished, it was replied by the court, that Richard 
being an usurper, and his parliament a factibus 
assembly, his statutes could not bind a lawful and 
absolute monarch, who held his crown by hereditary 
right, and needed not to court the favour of a licen- 
tious populace ". . Tlje Judges even went so far as 
to affirm positivdy, that the King might exact, by 
commission, any sum he pleased ; and the privy 
council gave a ready assent to this decree, which an- 
nihilated the most valuable privilege of the people, 
and rend«*ed all their other privileges precarious. 
Armed with such formidable authority, of royal 
prerogative and a pretence of law, Wolsey sent for 
the maj'or of London, and desired to know what he 
was willing to give for the supply of His Majesty's 
necessities. The mayor seemed desirous, before 

"Herbert. HaU. 
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hfe should declare himsdf, to consult the commoh CHAP, 
council: But the cardinal required that he and all XXIX. 
the aldennen should separately confer with himself '^^^~^~^ 
about the benevolence; and he eluded by that '^^^* 
means the danger of a formed opposinon* Matters^ 
however, went on not so smoothly m the country* 
An msurrection was begun in some places; but as 
the people were not headed by any considerable per« 
son, it was easy for the Duke of Suffolk, and the 
Earl of Surrey, now Duke of Norfolk, by employing 
persuasbn and authority, to induce die ringleaders, 
to lay down their arms and surrender themselves 
prisoners. The King, finding it dangerous, to 
punish criminals engaged in so popular a cause, was 
determined, notwithstandii^ his violent imperious 
temper, to grant them a general pardon; and he 
prudently imputed their gmlt, not to their want of 
loyal^ or affection, but to their poverty. The 
offenders were canried before the star*cfaamber, 
where, after a ^vere charge brought against them 
by the King's council, the cardinal said, ^^ That^ 
^^ notwithstanding their grievous offence, the King, 
^^ in consideration of th&r necessities, had grant^ 
^^ them his gracious pardon upon condition that 
'^ they would find sureties for their future good b&* 
*' haviour.'* But they replying they had no sureties, 
the cardinal first, and after him the Duke of Norfolk, 
said, that they would be boimd for them. Upon 
which they were dismissed ^ 

These arbitrary impositions bang imputed, 
though, on what grounds is imknown, to the coun« 
sels of the cardmal, increased the general odium 
under which he laboured ; and the clemency of the 
pardon being ascribed to the King, \(^ cooosidered as 
an atonement on his part for the illegality of the 
measure. But Wolsey, supported both by royal 
and papal authority, proceeded, without scruple, 
to violate all ecclesiastical privileges, which, during 

• Herbert. Hall. Stowe, p. 525. Holingshcd, p. S91. 
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CHAP, that age, were much more sacred than civil; ailtt 
XXIX. having once prevailed in that unusual attempt of 
^^^~ -^ suppressing some monasteries, he kept all the rest in 
'**^' awe, and exercised over them an arbitrary juris- 
diction. By his commission as legate, he was im*- 
powered to visit them, and refoim them, and chas- 
tise their irregularities; and he employed his usual 
agent, Allen, in the exercise of this authority. The 
religious houses were obliged to compound for 
their guilt, real or pretended, by paying large sums 
to the cardinal or his deputy; and tms oppression 
was carried so ^far that it reached at last the King's 
ears, which were not commonly open to complaints 
against his favoiurite. Wolsey had built a splendid 
palace at Ifeihpton-court, which he probably in« 
tended, as well as that of York-place in Westmin- 
ster, for his own residence ; but fearing the increase 
of envy on account of this magnificence, and de- 
sirous to appease the King, he made him a present 
of the builcUng, and told hun that, from the first, he 
had erected it for his use. 

The absolute authority possessed by the Kin^, 
rendered his domestic government, both over his 
people and his ministers, easy and expeditious : The 
conduct of foreign afiairs alone required effort and 
application : and they were now brought to such a 
situation, that it was no longer *8afe tor England to 
remain entirely neutral. The fei^ed moderation 
of the Emperor was of short duration ; aUd it was 
soon obvious to all the world, that his great domi- 
nions, far from gratifying his ambidon, were only 
regarded as the means of acquiring an empire more 
extensive. The terms which he demanded of his 
prisoner were such as must for ever have annihilated 
the power of France, and destroyed the balance of 
Europe. These terms were proposed to Francis 
soon after the battle of Pavia, while he was detained 
in Pizzichitone ; and as he had hitherto trusted 
somewhat to the Emperor's generosity^ the disap- 
10 pointment 
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jiouitment excited in his breast the most lively in- CHAP, 
dignation. He said, that he would rather live and XXIX. 
die a prisoner, than agree to dismember his kingdom ; '— "v-*-' 
and that even were he so base as to submit to such '^'^* , 
conditions, his subjects would never permit him to 
carry them into execution. 

Francis was encouraged to persist in, demanding 
more moderate terms, by the favourable accounts 
which he heard of Henry's dispositions towards him, 
and of the alarm which had seized all the chief 
powers in Italy upon his defeat and captivity. He Francis 
was uneasy, however, to be so far distant from the removed 
Emperor, with whom he must treat ; and he express- ^^^^* 
ed his desire (which was complied with) to be re* 
moved to Madrid, in hopes that a personal inter- 
view would operate in his favour,* and that Charles, 
if not influenced by his ministers, might be found 
possessed of the same frankness of disposition by 
which he ^limself was distiimiished. He was soon 
convinced of his mistake. Partly from want of ex- 
ercise, partly from reflections on his present me- 
lancholy sittutdon, he fell into a languishing illness ; 
which begat apprehensions in Charles, lest the death 
of his captive diould bereave him of all those ad- 
vantages which he purposed to extort from him. 
He then paid him a visit in the castle of Madrid ; 
and as he approached the bed in which Francis lay, 
the sick yonarch called to him, " You come, sir, to 
visit your prisoner.'' " No," replied the Emperor, 
** I come to visit my brother, and my friend, who 
** shall soon obtain his liberty." He soothed his 
afflictions vidth .many * speeches of a like nature, 
which had so good an effect, that the King daily re- 
covered •; and thenceforth employed mmseU* in 
conperting with the ministers of the Emperor the 
terms of his treaty. 

o Herbert De Vera SandovaU 
VOL. IV. F . ' At 
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CHAP. At last the .Emperor, dreading a general comhma* 
XXIX. tion against him, ^was willing to abate somewhat of 
'^^Z^ his rigour ; and the treaty of Madrid was signed, by 
lAtl^ Jan. which it was hoped an end would be finally put to 
the differences between "these great monarchs. The 
principal condition was the restoring of Francis!s 
liberty, and the delivery of his two eldest sons as 
hostages to. the Emperor for the cession of Burgundy. 
If any difficulty should afterwards occur in the exe- 
cution of this last.artide from the oppositbn of the 
states either of France or of that province, Francis 
stipulated, that in six weeks time he should return^ to 
his prison, and remain, them till the full performance 
of the treaty. There were .many other articles in this 
famous convention, all of them extremely severe 
upoa the captive monarch ; and Charles discovered 
evidently his intention of reducing Italy, as well as 
France, to subjection and dependance. 

Many of Charleses ministers foresaw that Francis, 
how solenm- soever the oaths, promises, and protesta.- 
tions exacted of. him, never would execute a treaty 
so disadvantageous, x)r rather ruinous, and destruc« 
rive,, to himself, his: posterity and his country* By 
putting Burgundy, they thought, into the Emperpr*s 
hands, he gave his powerful enemy an entrance into 
the heart of the kingdom : By sacrificing his allies 
in Italy, he deprived himself of foreign assistance ; 
and arming his oppressor with the whole force and 
wealth of that opulent country, rendered him alv 
solutely irresistible. To these great views of interest 
were added the motives, no less cogent, of passion 
and resentment ; while Francis, a Prince, who 
piqued himself on generosity, reflected on the ri- 
gour with which he had been treated during his cap** 
rivity, and the severe toons which had been jexacted 
of him for the recovery of his liberty. It was aka 
foreseen, that the emulation and rivalship which 
had so long subsisted between theSe two monarchs, 

would 
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would make him feel the strongest reluctance on CHAP, 
yielding the superiority to an antagonist, who, by XXTX. 
the whole tenor of his conduct, he would be apt to ^^^".-^ 
think, had she\^ himself so little worthy of that ^^ 
advantage which fortune, and fortune alone, had put 
into his hands. His ministers, his friends, his sub- 
jects, his alUes, would be sure with one voice to in- 
culcate on him, that the first object of a Prince was 
the preservation of his people, aiyl that the laws of 
honour, which with a private man ought to be abso- 
lutely supreme, and superior to all interests, were, 
with a sovereign, subordinate to the great duty of 
ensuring the safet)^ of his country. Nor could it be 
imagined that Francis would he so romantic in hid 
principles, as not to hearken to a casuistry which 
was so plausible in itself, and which so much flattered 
all the passions by which ather as a Prince or a mart 
he was strongly actuated. 

Francis, on entering his own ' dbminions, de* Marchi8. 
Bvered his two eldest sons as hostages into the hands Francis 
of the Spaniards. He mounted a Turkish horsey ^^°^^^* 
and immediately putting him to the gallop, he waved bcrty. 
his hand, and cried aloud several times, / am' yet a 
King. He soon reached Bayonne, where he was joy- 
fiiUy received by the Regent ;ahd his whole court. 
He immediately wrote to Henry, acknowledging 
that to his good offices alone, he owed his liberty,' 
and protesting that he should be entirely governed 
by his counsels in all transactions with the Emperoi*. 
When the Spanish envoy demanded his ratifixiation 
of the treaty of Madrid, now that he had fully re- 
covered Ms liberty, he declined the proposal under 
colour that it was previously necessary to assemble 
die states both of France and of Burgundy, and tp 
obtain! their consent; The states of Burgundy sooti 
met ; and declating^ against the clause which con- 
tained an engagement for alienating tl^eir province, 
they expressed their resolution of opposing, even by 

F 2 force 
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C HAP, force of arms, the execution of so ruinous and un- 

XXIX. just an article. The Imperial minister thm required 

^— "^^7^ that Francis, in conformity to the treaty of Madrid, 

'^* * should now return to his prison; but the French 

Monarch, instead of complying, made public the 

22dMay. treaty which a litrie before he had secretly con- 

eluded at Cognac, against the ambitious schemes 

and usurpations of the Emperor p. 

The Pope, the Venetians, and other Italian 
states, who were deeply interested in these events, 
had been held in the most anxious suspaose with re^ 
gard to the resolutions which Francis should take 
after the recovery of his liberty; and Clement, in 
particular, who suspected that this Prince would 
never execute a treaty so hurtful to his interests, and 
even destructive of his independency, had very 
frankly offered him a dispensation from all his oaths 
and engagements. Francis remained not in sus- 
pense, but entered immediately into the confederacy 
proposed to him. It was stipulated by that King, the 
Pope, the Venetians^ the Swiss, the Florentines, 
and the Duke of Milan, among other articles, that 
they would oblige the Emperor to deliver up the 
two young Princes of France on recdving a reason- 
able sum of money ; and to restore Milan to Sforza, 
without farther condition or incumbrance. The King 
of England was invited to accede, not only as a con- 
tracting party, but as protector of the holy league^ 
so it was called : And if Naples should be conquer- 
ed from the Emperor, in prosecution of this confe- 
deracy, it was agreed that Henry should enjoy a 
principality in that kingdom of the yearly revenue 
pf 30,000 ducats : And that cardinal Wolsey, in con- 
sideration of the services which he had rendered to 
Christendom, should also, in such an events be put in 
possession of a revenue of 10,000 ducats. 



P Guicciardioi, lib. 17; 
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Francis was desirous that the appearance of this CHAP, 
great eonfederacy should engage the Emperor to re- XXIX. 
lax somewhat in the extreme rigour of the treaty of ^ a^ 
Madrid ; and while he entertained these hopes, Jie 
was the more remiss in his warlike preparations ; nor 
did he send in due time reinforcements to his allies in 
Italy. The Duke of Bourbon had got possession of 1527. 
die whole Milanese, of which the Emperor intended 
to grant him the investiture; and having levied a . 
con^erable army in Germany, he became formidable 
to all the Italian potentates ; and not the less so be* 
cause Charles, destitute as usual of money, had not 
been able to remit any pay to the forces. The ge- 
neral was extremely beloved by his troops; and in 
order to prevent those mutinies which were ready to 
break out every moment, and whic;^ their affection 
alone for him I^ad hitherto restrained, he led them 
to Rome, and promised to enrich them by the plun- 
der of that opulent city. He was himself killed as 6th May. 
he was planting a scaling-ladder against the walls; 
but his soldiers, rather enraged than discouraged by 
his death, mounted to the assault with the utmost 
valour, and entering the city sword in hand, exercis- Sack of 
ed all those brutalities which may be expected from Rome, 
ferocity excited by resistimce, and from insolence 
which ^es place when that resistance is no more. 
This renown^ dty, exposed by her renown alone 
to so many calamities, neVer endured in any age, 
even frx)m the barbarians by whom she was often sub- 
dued, such indignities as she was now compelled to 
sufier. The unrestrained massacre and pillage, which 
continued for several days, were the least ills to 
which the unhappy Romans were exposed \ What- 
ever was respectable in modesty, or sacred in reli- 
gion, seemed but the more to provoke the insults of 
die soldiery. Vir^s suffered violation in the arms 

^. Guicciardinii lib. i8. Bellay. Stowe, p. 527. 
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CH A P. of their parents, and upon those very altars to which 
XXIX. they had fled for protection. Ag^ prelates^ after 
^" — "^^"^ enduring every indignity, and even every torture, 
'^^^* were thrown into dungeons, and menaced with the 
most cruel death, in order to make them reveal their 
secret I treasures, or purbhase liberty by exorbitant 
ransoms. Clement himself, who had trusted for pro- 
tection to the sacredness of his character, and neglected 
to make his escape in time, was taken captive ; and 
found that his dignity, which procured him no regard 
from the Spanish soldiers, did but draw on him the 
insolent mockery of the German, who being generally 
attached to the Lutheran principles, were pleased to 
gratify their animosity by the abasement of the Sove-^ 
reign Pontiff. 

When intelligence of this great event was con* 
veyed to the Emperor, that young Prince, habituated 
to hypocrisy, expressed the most profound sorrow for 
the success of his arms : He put himself and all his 
court in mourning : He .stopped the rejoicings for 
• the birth of his scm Philip : And knowmg that every 
artifice, however gross, is able, when seconded by 
authority, - to impose upon the people, he ordered 
prayers during several months to be put up in the 
churches for the Pope's Eberty ; which all men knew 
a letter under his hand could in a moment have 
procured. 

The concern expressed" by Henry and Francis for 
the calamity of their ally was more sincere. These 
two monarchs, a few days before the sack of Rome, 
had concluded a treaty ' at Westminster, in which, 
besides renewing former alliances, they agreed to 
send ambassadors to Charles, riequiring him to ac- 
cept of two millions of crowns as the ransom of the 
French Princes, and to repay the money borrowed 
from Henry } and' in case of refusal the ambassadors, 

' 30th April. 
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attended by lieralds, were ordered to denounce war CHAP, 
against, him. This war it was agreed to- prosecute XXIX. 
m the Low> Countries, with an army of thirty thou- ^- '^~ -"' 
saiid infentry, and fifteen hundred men at arms, '^^'^' 
two^hirds to be supplied by Francis, the rest by 
Henry. And in order to strengthen the alliance 
between the Princes, it was stipulated that either 
Francis or his son the Duke of Orleans, as should 
afterwards be agreed on, should espouse the Princess 
Mary, Henry's daughter* No sooner did the mo- 
narchs 'receive intelligence of Bourbon's enterprise, 
tfasm they changed, by a new treaty, the scene of the 29th 
projected war from die Netherlands to Italy ; and May. 
hearing of the Pope's captivity, they were ferther 
stimulated to undertake the war with vigour for re- nth July, 
storing him to liberty. Wolsey himself crossed the 
sea, in order to have an interview with Francis, and 
to concert measures for that purpose ; and be dis- 
played all that grandeur and magnificence with 
which he was so much intoxicated. He was at- 
tended by a train of a thousand horse. The Cardinal 
of Lorraine and the Chancellor Alen^on met him at 
Boulogne; Francis himself, besides granting to that 
haughty prelate the power of giving in every place 
where he came liberty to all pnsoners, made a jour- 
ney as far as Amiens to meet him, and even ad- 
vanced some miles from the town, the more to 
honour his reception. It was htere stipulated^ that 
the Duke of Orleans should espouse the Princess 
Mary ; and as the Emperor seemed to be taking 
some steps towards assembling a general council, 
the two monarchs agreed not to acknowledge it ; 
but during the interval of the Pope's captivity, to 
govern the churches in their respective dominions 
by their own authority. Wolsey made some at- 
tempts to get his legarine power extended over 
France, and even over Germany ; but finding his 
eflforts fruitless, he was obliged, though with 

F 4 great 
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CHAP, great reluctance, to desist from these ambitibus ^ti^ 
XXTX. terprises *. • 

' ' " The more to. cement the union between these 
i8th ^ Princes, a new treaty was some time after concluded 
Sept. at London ; in which Henry a^eed finally to re- 
nounce all claims to the crown of F^rance; claims 
which might now indeed be deemed chimerical, 
but which often served as a pretence for exciting the 
League ^ unwary English to wage war upon the French na- 
^ith tion. As a return for this concession, Francis bound 
himself and his successors to pay for ever fifty thou* 
sand crowns a year to Henry and his successors; 
and that greater solemnity might be given to tlus 
treaty, it was agreed that the parliaments and great 
nobiUty of both kingdoms should give their assent 
to it. 'The Mareschal Montmorency, accompa* 
nied by many persons of distinction, and attended 
by a pompous equipage, was sent over to ratify the 
treaty; and was received at London with ail the 
parade which suited tiie solemnity of the occasion. 
The terror of the Emperor's greatness had extin- 
guished the ancient animosity between the nations ; 
and Spain, during more than a century, became, 
though a more distant power, the chief object of 
jealousy to the EngUsh. 

This cordial union between France and Eng- 
land, though it added influence to the joint em- 
bassy which they sent to the Emperor, was not able 
to bend that monarch to submit entirely to the, con- 
ditions insisted on by the allies. He departed in- 
deed from his demand of Burgundy as the ransom 
of the French Princes ; but he required, previously 
to their liberty, that Francis should evacuate Ge*. 
noa, and all the fortresses held by him in Italy: 
And he declared his intention of bringing Sforza to 
a trial, and coniGscating the dutchy of Milan, on 

* Burnet, book 3. oq1« 12, 13. 
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account of his pretended treason. The English and CHAP, 
French keralds, therefore, according to agreement, XXIX. 
declared war against him, and set him at defiance, '^^v^^ 
Charles answered the English herald with moderation ; '^*^* 
but to the French he reproached his master with 
breaclf of faith, reminded him of the private conver- 
sation which had passed between them at Madrid be- 
fore their separation, and offered to prove, by smgle 
combat, that he had acted dishonourably. Francis 
retaliated his challenge, hj giving Charles the lie ; 
and after demanding security of me field, he offered 
to maintain his cause by single combat. Many mes- 
sages passed to and fro between them ; but though 
both Princes were undoubtedly brave, the intended 
duel never took place. The French and Spaniards 
during that age zealously disputed which of the mo- 
narchs incurred the blanie of this failure : but all men 
of moderation every where lamented the power of for- 
tune, that the Prince, the more candid, generous, 
and sincere, should by unhappy mcidents have been 
reduced to so cruel a situation, that nothing but his 
violation of treaty could preserve his people, and that 
he must ever after, without being able to make a pro- 
per reply, bear to be reproached with breach of 
promise by a rival, inferior to him both in honour 
and in virtue. 

But though this famous challenge between Charles 
and Francis had no immediate consequence with 
regard to these monarchs themselves, it produced a 
considerable alteration on the manners of the age. 
The practice of challenges arid duels, which had 
been part of the ancient barbarous jurisprudence, 
which was still preserved on very solemn occasions, 
and which was sometimes countenanced by the civil 
magistrate, began thenceforth to prevail in the most 
trivial incidents ; suid men, on any affront or injury, 
thought themselves entitled, or even required in 
honour, to take revenge on their enemies, by 

openly 
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CHAP. Openly vindicating thar right in single combat. 
XXIX. These absurd, though generous maxims, shed much 
^"'"'^^r'^ Qf the best blood in Christendom during more than 
*^*'* two centuries; arid notwithstandiiig the severity of 
law and authority' of reason, such is the prevailing 
forte of custom, they are for itom being as ^et en- 
tirely exploded. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Scruples concerning the King^s Marriage.-^Tbe King 
enters into these Scruples.-^ Anne Bolejn.-^Henry 
applies to the Pope for a Divorce* — The Pope fa* 
vourable. — The Emperor threatens him. — The 
Pop^s ambiguous Conduct. — The Cause evoked to 
Rome.-'^Wolsef s FalU-^^Commencement of the Re-- 
formation in England.-^Foreign Affairs. — Wolsey^s 
Death. — A Parliament.-^' Progress of the Reformat 
tion. — A Parliament.-^Kin^s final Breach with 
Rome. — A PaHiament. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the submisave deference CHAP. 
paid to papal authority before the Reformation, XXX. 
the marriage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, *" •'.^ 
his brother's widow, had not passed without much Soraplca 
scruple and difficulty. The prejudices of the people conceni. 
were in general bent against a conjugal vuiion be- i"? t^« 
tween such near relations j and the late King, though ^'* 
he had betrothed his son when that Praice was "* *^' 
but twelve years of age, gave evident proofs of his 
intention to take afterwards a proper opportunity 
of annulling the contract*. He ordered the young 
Prince, as soon as he came of age, to enter a pro- 
testation against the marriage "* ; and on his death- 
bed he charged him, as his last injunction, not 
to finish an alliance so unusual, and exposed to 



' Morison's Apomaxisy p. 13. 

■ MorisoD, p. ij, Heyun's QOeen Mary, p.2. 
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CHAP, such insuperable objections. After the King's acces* 
XXX. sion, some members of the privy council^ particu* 
^" ~:~ ~^ larly Warham, the primate, openly declared against 
the resolution of completing the marriage; and 
though Henry's youth and dissipation kept him dur- 
ing some time from entertaining any scruples vith 
regard to the measure which he had embraced, there 
happened incidents sufficient to rouse his attention, 
and to inform him of the sentiments generally enter- 
tained on that subject. The ^ates of Castile had 
opposed the Emperor Charles's espousals with Mary, 
Henry's daughter; and, among other objections, 
had insisted on the illegitimate birth of the young 
Princess '^. And when the negotiations were after- 
wards opened with France, and mention was made 
of betrothing he? to Francis or the Duke of Or- 
leans, the iffishop of Tarbe, the French ambassador, 
revived the same objection \ But though these 
events naturally raised some doubts in Hemry's 
mind, there concurred other causes, which tended 
much to increase his remorse, and render his con- 
science more scrupulous. ♦ 
The King The Queen was older than the King by no less 
enters in- than six years; and the decay of her beauty, toge- 
sCTU^Ies *^^ ^^^ particular infirmities and diseases, had con- 
^ ' tributed, notwithstanding * her blameless character 
and, deportment, to render her person unacceptable 
to him. Though she had borne him several chil- 
dren, they all died in early infancy, except one 
daughter: and he was the more struck with this 
misiortune, because the curse of being childless is 
the very threatening contained in the Mosaical law 
against those who espouse their brother's widolxr. 
Tne succession too of the crown was a consideration 
that occurred to every one, whenever the lawfulness 

"^ Lord Herbert, Fiddes's Life of Wolsey. 
^Rymer, ▼ol.ziv. 199*205. Heylin, p.3. 
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of "Henry's marriage was called in .question ; and it CHAP, 
was apprehended, that if doubts of Mary's legiti- XX;X, 
macy concurred with the weakness of her sex, the '- ^ ~^ 
King of Scots, the next heir, would advance his pre* '^^^* 
tensions, and might throw the kingdom into confu* 
sion. The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and 
convulsion arising from a disputed title, made great 
impression on the minds of mai, and rendered the 
people universally desirous of any event which might 
obviate so irreparable a calamity. And the Kmg 
was thus impelled, both by his private passions, and 
by motived of public interest, to seek the dissolution 
of his inauspicious, and, as it was esteemed, unlawful 
marriage with Catherine. 

Henry afterwards affirmed that his scruples arose 
entirely from private reflection ; and that, on con- 
sulting his confessor the Bishop of Lincoln, he found 
the prelate possessed with the same doubts and diffi- 
culties. Tlie King himself being so great a casuist 
and divine, next proceeded to examine the question 
more carefully by his own leamine and study ; and 
having had recourse to Thomas, of Aquine, he ob- 
served that this cdebrated doctor, whose authority 
was great in the church, and absolute with him, had 
treated of that verv case, and had expressly declared 
against the lawfumess of such marriages^. The 
prohibitions, said Thomas, contained in Leviticus,, 
and among the rest that of marrying a brother's 
widow, are moral, eternal, and founded on a divine 
sanction : and though the Pope may dispense with 
die rules of the church, the laws of God cannot be 
set aside by any authority less than that which 
enacted them. The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
dien applied to ; and he was required to consult his 
brethren: All the prelates of England, except 
fjsher. Bishop of Rochester, unanimously declared, 
under their hand and sea], that th^y deemed the 

y Burnety Fiddes. 
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CHAP. King^s marriage* unlawful ^ Wolsey also fortified 
XXX. the King's scruples*; partly with a view of pro- 

^ '^' - moting a total breach with the Emperor, Catherine's 
'^*'' nqphew; partly desirous of connecting the King 
more closely with Francis, by marrying him to the 
Dutchess of Alen9on, sister to that monarch ; and 
perhaps, too, somewhat disgusted with the Queen 
herself, who had reproved him for certain freedoms 
unbefitting his character and station^. But Henry 
was carried forward, though perhaps not at fiirst ex- 
cited, by a motive more forcible than even the sug- 
gestions of that powerful favourite; 

Anne Annb Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had 

®®^*y"' been appointed maid of honour to the Queen ; and 
having had frequent opportuniries of being seen by 
H^iry, and of conversing with him, she had ac- 
quired an entire ascpndant over his affections. This 
young lady, whose grandeur and misfortunes have 
rendered her so celebrated, was daughter of Sir 
Thomas Boleyn, who had been employed by the 
King in several embassies, and who was allied to all 
the principal nobility in the kingdom. His wife, 
. mother to Anne, was daughter of the Duke of Nor- 
folk ; his own mother was daughter of the Earl of 
Ormond ; his grandfather Sir Geoffrey Boleyn, who 
had been mayor of London, had espoused one of 
^e daughters and co-heirs of Lord Hastings "". Anne 
herself, though then in very early youth, had been 
carried over to Paris by the King's, sister, when the 
Princess espoused Lewis XII. of France ; and upon 
the demise of that monarch, and the return of his 
dowager into England, this damsel, whose accom- 
plishments, even in her tender years, were always 

* Burnet, vol. i. p. 38. Stowe, p. 548. 

* Le Cr»nd, vol. iii, p.46.,t66. i68. Saunders. Heylin, p. 4.. 
^ Burnety vol. i. p. 38. Strype» vol. i. p. 88* 

^ Camden's Preface to the Life of Elizabeth, Burnet, vol. 1. 
p. 44. 
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mAch admired, Vfos retamed in the service of Ctltude CHAP. 
Queen of France, spouse to Francis ; and after the ICXX. 
death of •that Princess she passed into the femily of ^-v— -* 
the Dutchess of Alengon, a w<Mnan of singular m^t. '^*'* 
The exact time when she returned tt> England is not 
certainly known; but it was after the Kmg had en« 
tertained doubts with reg^d to the lawfulness of his 
marriaf^ with Catherine; if the account is to be 
credited which he himself afterwards gave of that 
transaction. H^ry's scruples had made him break 
off all conjugal commerce with the Queen ; but as he 
still supported an intercourse of civility and ft'iend- 
ship with her, he had occasion, in the nrequent visits 
which he paid her,> to observe the beauty, the youth, 
the charms of Anne Boleyn> Finding the acconn 
plishments of her mind nowise inferior to her exte^^ 
rior graces, he even entertained the design of raiang 
her to the throne ^ and was the more confirmed in 
this resolution, when he found that her virtue and 
modesty prevented all hopes of gratifying his passioii 
in any other manner^ As every motive, therefore, 
of inclination and policy seemed thus to concur in 
making the King desirous of a divorce from Ca* 
therine, and as his prospect of success was invit- 
ing, he resolved to make application to Clement, 
and he sent Kni^t, his secretary, to Rome fbr that 
purpose. 

That he might not shock the haughty claims of Henry 
the Pontiff, he resolved not to found the application ^??^^ ^^ 
or any general doubts concerning the papal power fo fj^^ ^^ 
permit marriage in the nearer degrees of consangui- Torce. 
nity ; but only to insist on particular grounds of 
nullity in the bull which Julius had granted for the 
marriage of Henry and Catherine. It was a maxim 
in the court of Rome, that if the Pope be surprised 
into any concession, or grant any indulgence upon 
£dse sugge^on99 th*e bull may afterwards be an- 
nulled ; and this pretence had usually been employed 

• wherever 
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CHAP, wherever one Pope had recalled any deed execuCBd 
XXX. by any of his predecessors. But Julius's bull, when 
i — y — t examined, aflForded abundant matter of this kindj 
'•^^7' and any tribunal favourable to Henry needed not 
'Want a specious colour for gratifying him in his 
^ applications for a divorce. It was saSd in the pre- 

amble, that the bull had been granted upon his soli- 
citation} though it was known that at that time he 
was under twelve years of age : It was also affirmed, 
as another motive for the bull, that the marriage was 
requisite in order to preserve peace between the two 
crowns j though it is certain that there was not then 
any ground or appearance of quarrel between them. 
These false premises in Julius's bull seem to afford 
Clement a sufficient reason or pretence for annulling 
it, and granting Hepry a dispensation for a second 
marriage **. 
ThePopc But though the preteiKt for this indulgence had 
favour, been less plausible, the Pope was in such a situation 
^^^^' that he had the strongest motives to embrace every 
opportunity of gratifying the English Monarch. He 
was then a prisoner in me hands of the Emperor, and 
had no hopes of recovering his liberty on any rea- 
sonable terms, except by the effiarts of the league 
which Henry had formed with Francis and the 
Italian ^powers, in order to oppose the ambition of 
Charles. When the English secretary, therefore, 
solicited him in private, he received a vary favour- 
able answer j and a dispensation was forthtnth ^pro- 
mised to be granted to his master *"• Soon after, the 
march of a French army into Italy, imder the com- 
mand of Lautrec, obliged the Imperialists to restore 
Clement to his liberty ; and he retired to Orvietto, 
where the secretary, with Sir .Gregory. Cassali, the. 
King's resident at Rome, renewed their applications 
to him. They still found him full of high professions 

^ CoUier, EccL Hist, vol. ii. p. 25. from theCot. Lib. Vitel p. 9. 
* Buraety vol. i. p.47. 
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of friendship, gratitude, and attachment to the CHAP. 
Kjng ; but not so prompt in granting his request as XXX. 
they expected. The Emperor, who had got intel- ^^'"^ 
ligence of Henry's application to Rome, had ex^ '^*^' 
acted a promise from the Pope, to take no steps in 
the affair before he communicated them to the Im« 
perial ministers ; and Clement, embarrassed by this 
promise, and still more overawed by the Emperor's 
forces in Italy, seemed willing to postpone those 
concessions desired of him by Henry. Iti^rtimed, 
however, by the English ministers, he at last put 
into their hands a commssion to Wokey, as legate, 
in conjunction with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
or any other English prelate, to examine the validity 
of the King's niarriage, and of Julius's dispensation ^ : 
He also granted them' a provisional dispensation for 
the King's marriage with any other person; and 
promised to issue z decretal bull annulling the mar* 
riage with Catherine. But he represented to them 
the dangerous consequences which must ensue to him, 
if these concessions should come to the Emperor's 
knowledge*; and he conjured them not to publisli 
those papers, or make any farther use (A them^ 
till his affisdfs were in such a situation as to secure 
his liberty and independence. And his secret advice 
was, whenever they should find the proper time 
for opening the scaie, that they should prevent all 
opposition, by proceeding immediately to a conclu- 
sion, by declaring the marriage with Catherine in^ 
valid, and by Henry's instantly espou^g some 
other person. Nor would it be so difficult, xie said, 
for himself to confirm these proceedings, after they 
were passed, as previously to render them valid by 
his consent and authority K 

When Henry received the commts^on and dis- 
i)ensadon from his ambassadors, and was informed 
ol the Pope's advicei, he laid the whole before his 

^ Rymer, vol. xiv. p. 237. 

« Collier, from Cott. Lib. VitcU. B. 10. 
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C HAP. ministers, and asked their opinion in so delicate *a 
XXX. situation. The English counsellors considered the 
^'-^ danger of proceeding in the manner pointed out to 
'^* ' them. Should the Pope refuse to ratify a deed, which 
he might justly call precipitate and irregular, and 
should he disavow the advice which he gave in so 
clandestine a manner, the King would find his second 
marriage totally; invalidated ; the children, which it 
might bring him, declared- illegitimate ; and his mar- 
riage with Catherine more firmly riveted than ever ^. 
And Henry's, apprehensions of the possibility, or 
even probability, of such an event, were much con- 
firmed when he reflected on the character and situa- 
tion of the Sovereign Pontiff.. 
: Clement was a Prince of excellent judgment^ 
whenever his timidity, to which he was extremdy 
subject, allowed him to make full use of those talents 
and diat penetration with which* he was endowed K 
The captivity and other n^ortunes which he had 
imdergone, by entering into a league against Charles^ 
had so affected his imagination, that he never after- 
wards exerted himself with vigour in any public mear 
sure i espedally if the interest or inclinations of that 
potentate stood in opposition to him. The Imperial 
forces were at that time powerful in Italy, and might 
return to the attack c^ Rome, which was still defence^ 
less, ai^d exposed to the same calamities with which 
it had already been overwhelmed* And besides 
these dangers^ Clement £uicied himself exposed to 
perils, which threatened still more immediately his 
person and his dignity. 

The Em- Charles, apprised of the timid disposition of the 

V^^\ holy fkher, threw out perpetual menaces of sum- 
threatens '• ' • M !• t V ^ J 

]^Q^^ monmg a general council ; which he represented as 
necessary to reform the church, and correct those 
enormous abuses which the ambition and avarice 
of die court of Rome had introduced into every 

* Burnet, voL i. p. 51. * Father Fwd^ Ub. i. Guicciardini. 
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branch of ecclesiastical administratbiit The power CHAP, 
of the Sovereign PontiflP himself, he said, requited XXX. 
limitation ; his conduct called aloud for amend- ^ ^g^ 
ment ; and even his title to the throne which he '** * 
filled might justly be called in question. That 
Pope had always passed for the natural son of Julian 
of Medids, who was of the sovereign family of 
Florence; and though LeoX. his kinsman had de- 
clared him legitimate, upon a pretended promise of 
marriage between his &ther and mother, few be- 
lieved that declaration to be founded on any just 
reason or authority^. The canon law, indeed, had 
been entirely silent with regard to the promotion of 
bastards to the papal throne; but what was still 
dangerous, the people had entertained a violent 
prepossession that this stain in the birth of any per- 
son was incompatible with so holy an office. And 
in another point, the canon law was express and 
positive, that no man guilty of simony could attain 
that dignity. A severe bull of Julius 11. had added 
new sanctions 'to this law, by declaring, that a sU 
moniacal election could not be rendered) valid, even 
by a posterior consent of die cardinals. But 
unfortimately Clement had given to Cardinal Co* 
lonna a billet, containing promises of advancing that 
cardinal, in case he himself should attain the papal 
dignity by his concurrence : And this billet, Co- 
lonna, who was; in entire dependence on the £m« 
peror, threatened every moment to expose to public 
view*. 

While Charies terrified tlie Pope with these 
menaces, he also allured him by hopes which were 
no less prevalent over his aflfections. At the time 
when the Emperor's forces sacked Rome, and re« 
duced Clement to captivity, the Florentines, pas* 
sionate for their ancient liberty, had taken advantage 
of his distresses, and, revolting against the family of 

'^ Father Paul, lib. i. ^Ibid, 
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CHAP. Medicis, had entirely abolished thdr authority in' 
XXX. Florence, and re»established the democrac;^. The 

^ "^ '' better to protect themselves in their freedom, they 
'^* * had entered mto the alliance with France, England, 
and Venice, against the Emperor; and Clement 
found, that, by this interest, the hands of his con- 
federates were tied from assisting him in the re- 
storatbn of his family ; the event which, of all others, 
he most pas^nately desired* The Emperor alone, 
he knew, was able to eflfect this purpose ; and there- 
fore, whatever professions he made of fidelity to his 
allies, he was silways, cm the least glimpse of hope, 
ready to embrace every proposal of a cordial reconci- 
liation with that monarch ". 

These views and interests of the Pope were well 
known in England ; and as the opposition of the Em- 
peror to Henry's divorce was foreseen, both on 
account of the honour and interests of Catherine his 
aunt, and the obvious motive of distressing an enemy, 
it was esteemed dangerous to take any measure of 
consequence, in expectation of the subsequent con- 
currence of a man of Clement's character, whose 
behaviour always contained so much duplicity, and 
who was at present so little at his own disposal. The 
safest measure seemed to consist in previously en- 
gaging him so far, that he could not afterwards re- 
cede, and in making use of his present ambiguity and 
imcertainty, to extort the most important concessbns 
from him. For this purpose, Stephen Gardiner, the 
cardinal's secretary, and Edward Fox, the Kmg's 
lothFeb. almoner, were dispatched to Rome, and were ordered 
to solicit a commission from the Pope, of such a 
natureas would oblige him to confinn the sentence 
of the commissioners, whatever it should be, and 
disable him on any account to recal the commission^ 
or evoke the cause to Rome". 

«* Father Paul. » Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. i. p. 29. 

in the collect. Le Grand, vol. iii. p.28. Strype, vol.i. p. 93. 
with App. No. 23, 24, &c. ' 

But 
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But the same reasons which made the King so CHAP, 
desirous pf obtaining this concession, confirmed the XXX. 
Pope in the resolution of refusing it : He was still ' ~^^ - 
determined to* keep the door open for an agreement thP * 
with the Emperor ; and he made no scruple of sacri- Pope's 
•ficing all other considerations to a point which he ambigu. 
deemed the most essential and important to his own j"* ^^^' 
security, and to the greatness of his family. He "^^* 
granted, therefore, a new commission, in which Car- 
dinal Campeggio was joined to Wolsey, for the trial 
of the King's marriage ; but he could not be pre- 
vailed on to insert the clause desired of him. And 
though he put into Gardiner's hand a letter promising 
not to recal the present commission ; this promise was 
found, on examination, to be couched in such ambi- 
guous terms as left him still the power, whenever he 
pleased, of departing from it ^ 

Campeggio lay under some obligations to the 
King ; but his dependence on the Pope was so much 
greater, that he conformed himself entirely to the 
views of the latter ; and though he received his com- 
mission in April, he delayed his departure under 
so many pretences that it was October before he 
arrived in England. The first step which he took 
was to exhort the Sling to desist from the prosecu- 
tion of his divorce ; and finding that this counsel 
gave offence, he said, that his intendon was also to 
exhort the Queen to take the vows in a convent, 
and that he thought it his duty previously to at- 
tempt an amicable composure of all differences ^ 
The more to pacify the King, he shewed to him, as 
also to the cardinal, the decretal bull, annulling the 
former marriage with Catherine ; but no intreaties 
could prevail on him to make any other of the 
King's council privy to the secret**. In order to 
atone in some degree for this obstinacy, he expressed 
to the King and the cardinal, the Pope's great desire 

^ Lord Herbert) p.aai. Burnet, p. 59. 
' Herbert, p. 225. * Burnet, p. 58. 
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CHAP, of satisfying them in every reasonable demand ; and 
XXX. in particular, he showed, that their reque^ for sup- 

^"■y-*"^ pressing some more monasteries, and converting them 
'^*^* mto cathedrals and episcopal sees, hafl obtained the 
consent of His Holiness '. 

These ambiguous circumstances in the behavioui 
of the Pope and the Legate, kept the court of Eng- 
land in suspense, and determined the King to wait 
with patience the issue of such uncertain councils. 
1519. Fortune, meanwhile, seemed to promise him a more 
sure and expeditious way of extricating himself 
from his present difficulties. Clement was sdzed 
with a dangerous illness ; and the intrigues for elect- 
ing his successor began already to take place among 
the cardmals. Wolsey, in particular, supported by 
the interest of England and of France, entertained 
hopes of mounting the throne of St. Peter • ; and it 
appears, that if a vacancy had then happened, there 
was a probability of his reaching that summit of his 
ambition* But the Pope recovered, thoygh after se- 
veral relapsed ; and he returned to the same train of 
false and deceitful politics, by which he had hitherto 
amused the court of England. He still flattered 
Henry with professions of the most cordial attach- 
ment, and promised him a sudden and favourable 
issue to his process : He still continued his secret 
ne^odations with Charles, and persevered in the reso- 
lution of sacrificing all his promises, and all the in- 
terests of the Romish religion, to the elevation of his 
family. Campeggio, who was perfectly acquainted 
with his views and intentions, protracted the deci- 
inon by the most artful delays ; and gave Clement full 
leisure to adjust all the terms of his treaty with the 
Emperor. 

TieaB Emperor, acquainted with the King's ex- 
treme earnestness in this affair, was determined that 
he should obtain success by 90 other means than by 

' Rymer, toL xiv. p. 270. Strype, vol. i. p. i f 0| 11 1. Ap- 
pend N* 28. • Burnet, vol. i. p.63. 
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an applicadon to him, and by deserting his alliance c H AP. 
ydth Francis, which had hitherto supported, against XXX. 
the superior force of Spain, the tottering state of ^— v--^ 
the French monarchy. He willingly hearkened, ^^^^' 
therefore, to the applications of Catherine, his aunt ; 
and promising her his utmost protection, eidiorted 
her never to yield to the malice and persecutions of 
her enemies. The Queen herself was naturally of a 
firm and resolute temper; and was engaged by 
every motive to persevere in protesting agamst the 
injusdce to which she thought herself exposed. The 
imputation of incest, which was tlurown upon her 
marriage with Henry, struck her with the highest 
indignation: The illegitimacy of her dau^to*, 
which seemed a necessary consequence, gave her the 
most just concern: The reluctance of yielding to 
a rival, who, she believed, had supplanted her in 
the King's affecdons, was a very natural motive. 
Actuated by a)l these considerations, she never 
ceased soliciting her nephew's assistance, and ear* 
nestly intreating an evocation of the cause to Rome^ 
where alone she thought she could expect justice* 
And the Emperor, in all his negociations with the 
Pope, made the recal of the commission which Cam- 
peggio and Wolsey exercised ii) England a funda* 
m^itai article ^ 

The two legates, meanwhile, opened their court 3i«t 
at London, and cited the Sang and Queen to appear ^^^f 
before it. They both presented themselves ; and the the 
Sing answered to his name when called : But the King's 
Queen, instead of answering to hers, rose from her damage. 
seat, and throwing herself at the King's feet, made 
a very pathetic harangue, which her virtue,, her 
d^nity, and her misfortunes rendered the more 
a&cting. She told him that she was a stranger in 
his dominions, without protection, without council, 
without assistance ; exposed to all the injusdce which 

< Herjxrt, p, 225, Burnet) vol. i. p. 67. 
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CHAP, her enemies were pleased to impose upon her : That 
XXX. she had quitted her native country without other 
' resource than her connexions with him ancl his fa- 
mily, and had expected that, instead of suffering 
thence any violence or iniquity, she was assured in 
them of a safeguard against every misfortune : That 
she had been his wife during twenty years, and 
would here appeal to himself whether her affec- 
tionate submission to his will had not merited better 
treatment, than to be thus, after so long a time, 
thrown from him with so much indignity: That 
she was conscious— he himself was assured— that 
her virgin honour was yet unstained, when he re- 
ceived her into his bed, and that her connexions 
with his brother had been carried no farther than 
the ceremony of marriage: That their parents, the 
Kings of England and Spain, were esteemed the 
wisest Princes of their time, and had undoubtedly 
acted by the best advice, when they formed the 
agreement for that marriage, which was now repre- 
sented as so criminal and unnatural : And that she 
acquiesced in their judgment, and would not submit 
her cause to be tried by a court, whose dependence 
on her enemies was too visible, ever to allow her 
any hopes of obtaining from them an equitable or 
impartial decision \ Having spoken these words, she 
rose, and making the King a low reverence, she 
departed from the court, and never would agsun 
appear in it. 

After her departure, the King did her the jus- 
tice to acknowledge, that she had ever been a du- 
tiful and affectionate wife, and that the whole tenour 
of her behaviour had been conformable to the 
strictest rules of probity and honour; He only in- 
dsted on his own scruples with regard to the law- 
fulness of their marriage; and he explained the 
origin, the progress, ana the foundation of those 

" Burnet, vpl. i. p. 73. HaD. Stowe, p. 543. 
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doubts, by which he had been so longand'soyiofently CHAP; 
agitated. He acqiiitted Cardinal Wolsey from having XXX* 
any hand inencoui^ging his scruples; and he craved ^ ^'^ 
a sentence of the court agreeable to the jusdce of his ^^ ^' 
cause. 

The legates, after citing the Queen anew, de* 
clared her contumaciousy notwithstanding her appeal 
to Rome; and then proceeded to the examination 
of the cause. The first point which came before 
them was the proof of Prince Arthur's consummation 
of his marriage with Catherine; and it must be 
confessed, that no stronger arguments could rea* 
sonably be expected of such a (act after so loi^ an 
interval. The age of the Prince, who had passed 
his fifteenth year, the good state of his health, the 
long time that he had cohabited with his consort, 
many of his expressions to that very purpose ; ail 
these circumstances form a violent presumption in 
favour of the King's assertion ''• Henry himself, 
after his brother's death, was not allowed for some 
time to bear the title of Prince of Wales, in expect- 
ation of her pregnancy : The Spanish ambaissador, 
in order the better to ensure possession of her join- 
ture, had sent over to Spain proofs of the consumma** 
tion of her marriage * : Julius's bull itself was found- 
ed on the supposition that Arthur had perhaps had 
knowledge of the Princess : In the very treaty, fixing 
Henry's marriage, the consummation of the former 
marriaee with Prince Arthur is acknowledged on 
both sides ^ These particulars were all laid before 
the court ; accompanied with manyi reasonings con- 
cerning the extent of the Pope's' authority, and 
against his power of granting a dis))en^tion to marry 
within the prohibited degrees. Campeggio heard 
these doctrines with great impatience ; and, notwith- 
standing his resolution to protract the cause, he was 

* Herbert. * Burnet, vol. ii. p. 35. 

y Rymer, vol. xiii. p. 81. 
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CHAP, often tempted to interrupt and silence the .King's 
XXX. counsel, when they insisted on such disagreeable to* 

^^^" ~ pics. The trial was spun out till the 23d of July ; 
^^ and Campeggio chiefly took on him the part of con- 
ducting it Wolsey, though the elder cardinal, 
permitted him to act as president of the court ; be- 
cause it was thought that a trial maoaged by an 
Italian cardinal would carry the appearance of 
greater candour and in^Kurtiality, than if the King's 
own minister and favourite had presided in it. The 
business now seemed to be drawing near to a period $ 
and the Eang was every day in expectation of a sen- 
tence in his favour ; when to lus great surprise, 
Campeggio, on a sudden, without any waigning, and 
upon very frivolous pretences % prorogued the court 

Thcieausc till the first of October. The evocation, which came 

^ked to 2^ fg^ ^yg ^^ fy^m Rome, put an end to all the 
hopes of success which the King had so long and so 
anxiously cherished *. 

During the time that the trial was carried on 
before the legates at London, the Emperor had, by 
his ministers, earnestly solicited Clement to evoke 
the cause ; and had employed every topic of hope 
or terror which could operate either on the ambi- 
tion or timidity of the Pontiff. The English am- 
bassadors, on the other hand, in conjunction with 
the French, had been no less earnest in their appli- 
cations, that the legates should be allowed to finish 
the trial} but though they employed the same en- 
dues of promises and menaces, the motives which 
uey could set before the Pope were not so urgent 
or immediate as those which were held up to him 
by the Emperor^. The dread of losing England, 
and of fortifying the Lutherans by so considerable 
an acce8si(m, n^e small impression on Clement's 
mind, in comparison of the anxiety for his personai 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 76, 77. • Herbert, (.254. 

* Burnet, ▼ol. i. p. 75. 
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safisty, and the fond desire of restoring the Medids CHAP, 
to their dominion in Florence. As soon, therefore, XXX. 
as he tuad adjusted all terms vridi the EAiperor, he - - -^ 
laid hold of the pretence of justice, which required ^^*'* 
him, as he iisserted, to pay regard to the Queen's 
appeal; and suspending the commission of the le^ 
gates, he adjourned the cause to his own personal 
judgment at Rome. Campe^o had, before«hand, 
received private orders delivered by Campana to 
bum the decretal bull with which he was entrusted. 

WoLSET had long foreseen this measure as the 
sure forerunner of luis ruin. Though he had at first 
desired that the King should rather marry a French 
Princess than Anne Boleyn, he had employed him- 
self with the utmost assiduity and earnestness id 
bring the affair to a happy issue":: He was not, 
therefore, to be blamed for the unprospeious event 
which Clement's partiality had produced. But he 
had sufficient experience of the extreme ardour and 
impatience of Henry's temper, who could bear no 
contradiction, and who was wont, without examinap 
tion or distinction, to make his ministers answerable 
for the success of those transactions widi which they 
were entrusted. Anne Boleyn also, who was pre* 
possessed against him, had imputed to him the ' 
failure of her hopes ; and as she was newly returned 
to court, whence she had been removed trooi a re- 
gard to decency during the trial before the legates, 
she had naturally acquired an additional influence 
on Henry, and she served much to ftsrtify his pre- 
judices against the cardinal ^ Even the Queen and 
her partisans, judging of Wolsey by the part which 
he had openly acted, had expressed gi^eat animosity 
against him ; and the most opposite factions seemed 
now to combine in the ruin of this haughty minister. 
The high opinion itself, which Henry had enter- 
tained of the cardinal's capacity, tended to hasten 



^ Collier, vol. ii. p. 45. Burnet, vol i. p. 53. 
* Cavendish, p. 40* 
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CHAP, his downfal; while he imputed the bad success of 
XXX. that minister's undertaking, not to ill fortune, or to 

^~ '"" ■-' mistake, but to the mahgnity or infidelity of his 
'^^^' intentions. The blow, however, fell not instantly 
on his head. The King, who probably could not 
justify by any good reason his alienation from his 
ancient ravourite, seems to have remained some time 
in suspense ; and he recdved him, if not with all his 
former kindness, at least with the appearance of trust 
and regard. 

WoUey's BuT constant experience evinces how rarely a 

^^' high confidence and aflFection receives the least di- 

minution, without sinking into absolute indifference, 
•or even running into me opposite extreme. The 
King now determined to bring on the ruin of the 
cardinal with a motion almost as precipitate as he 

iSthOct. had formerly employed in his elevation. The 
Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were sent to reqmre 
the great seal from him ; and on his scrupling to de- 
liver it* without a more express warrant, Henry 
wrote him a letter, upon which it was surrendered, 
and it was delivered by the King to Sir Thomas 
More, a man who, besides the ornaments of an ele- 
gant literature, possessed the highest virtue, integrity, 
' and capacity. 
■ WoLSBY was ordered to depart from York-Place, 
a palace which he had built in London, and which, 
though it really belonged to the see of York, was 
seized by Henry, and became afterwards the resi- 
dence of the Kings of England, by the title of 
Whitehall. All his frirniture and plate were also 
seized : Their riches and splendour befitted rather a 
royal than a private fortune. The walls of his pa- 
lace were covered vidth cloth of gold, or cloth of 
silver : He had a cupboard of plate of massy gold : 
There were found a thousand pieces of fine holland 
belonging to him. The rest of his riches and frir- 

* Cavendish, p.41. 
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xutnre was in proportion ; and his opulence was, pro- CHAP, 
bably, no small inducement to diis violent perseeutioQ XXX. 
against him. '- r -^ 

The cardinal was ordered to retire to Asher, a '^*** 
country seat which he possessed near Hampton- 
Court. The world that had paid him such abject 
court during his prosperity, now entirely deserted 
him in the fatal reverse of all his fortunes. He him- 
self was much dejected with the change ; and from 
the same turn of mind which had made him be so 
vainly elated with his grandeur, he felt the stroke 
of adversity with double rieour^ The smallest 
appearance of his return to mvoiir threw him into 
transports of joy imbecoming a man. The King 
had seemed \nlling, during some time, to intenmt 
the blows which overwhelmed him. He granted 
him his protection, and left him in possession of 
the sees of York and Winchester. He even sent 
him a gracious message accompanied with a ring, 
as a testimony of his affection. Wolsey, who was 
on horseback when the messenger met him, imme* 
diatdy alighted ; and throwing himself on his knees 
in the mire, received, in that humble attitude, these 
marks of His Majesty's gracious disposition towards 
him 2. 

But his enemies, who dreaded his return to 
court, never ceased plying the King with accounts 
of his several offences; and Anne Boleyn, in par* 
ticular, contributed her endeavours in conjunction 
with her uncle the Duke of Norfolk, to exclude 
him from all hopes of ever being reinstated in his 
former authority. He dismissed, therefore, his nu- 
merous retinue ; and as he was a kind and bene* 
ficent master, die separation passed not without a • 
plentiful effusion of tears on both sides ^ The 
King's heart, notwithstanding some gleams of kind* 
ness, seemed now totally hardened against his okl 

^ Strype, vol. i. p. 1141 tig. App. No. 31, &c. 

• Stowci p. 547. ^ Cavcndidi. Stowe, p. 549. 
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CHAP, fevourite. He ordered him to be indicted in the 
XXX. Star Chamber, where a sentence was passed against 

^ ~^' "-^ him. And not content with this severity, he aban-^ 

^^*9* doned him to all the rigour of the parliament, which 

now, after a long interval, was again assembled. 

Norem- The House of Lords voted a long charge against 

ber, Wokey, consistmg of forty-four articles; and ac- 

companied it with an application to the King for his 
punishment, and his removal from all authority* 
Little opposition was made to this charge in the 
upper house : No evidence of any part of it was so 
much as called for ; and as it. chiefly consists of ge- 
neral accusations, it was scarcely susceptibleof any K 
The articles were sent down to the ihouse of com- 
mons ; where Thomas Cromwell, formerly a servant 
of the cardinal's, and who had been raised by him 
from a very low station^ defended his unfortimate 
patron with such spirit, generosity^ and courage, as 
acquired him great honour, and laid the foundation 
of that favour which he afterwards enjoyed with the 
King. 

WoLSEY*s enemies finding: that either his inno^ 
cence or his caution prevented^ them from having 
any just ground of accusing him, had recourse to a 
very extraordinary expedient. An indictment wa^ 
laid against him; that, contrary to a statute of 
Richard II. commonly called the statute of pro*- 
visors, he had procured bulls from Rome, particu-* 
larly one investing him with the legadne power^ 
which he had exercised with very extensive author 
rity. He confessed the indictment, pleaded igno- 
rance of the statute, and threw himself oh the King's 
mercy. He was, perhaps, within reach of the law j 
* but besides that this statute had fallen into disuse, 
nothing could be more rigorous and severe, than to 
impute to him as a crime what he had opoily, dur- 
ing the course of so many years, practised with the 
consent and approbation ot the King, and the ac- 

* See Note [O], at the end of the volume. 
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qtdescence of the parliament and kingdom: Not CHAP, 
to jnention what he always asserted \ and what we XXX. 
can scaicely doubt of, that he had obtained the ^ — ^^"^ 
royal licence in the most formal manner, which, had ^^^^* 
he not been apprehenisive of the dangers attending 
any opposition to Henry's lawless will, he might 
have pleaded in his own defence before the judges. 
Sentenop^ however, was pronounced against him, 
^^ That he was out of the King's protecticxi; his 
^^ lands and goods forfeited; and that his person 
** ought be committed to custody." But this pro- 
secution of Wobey was carried no farther. Henry 
even granted him a pardon for all oflfences ; restored 
him part of his plate and furniture j and still continued 
from time to time to drop e:^pre$sion8 of favour and, 
compassion towards him. 

The complaints against the usurpations of the Com- 
ecclesiastics had been very wpent in England, as ««ice- 
well as in most other European kingdoms ; and as Jhc"^„for. 
this topic was now become popular every where, it nation in 
had paved the way for the Lutheran tenets, and re- Enghmd. 
condled the people in some meaisure to the frightful 
idea of heresy and innovation. The Commons, find- 
ing the occasion favourable, passed several bills 
restraining the impositions of the clergy; one for 
the regulating of mortuaries; another against the 
exactions for the probates of wills' ; a third against 
non-residenqe and pluralities, and against church- 
men's being farmers of land. But what appeared 
chiefly dangerous to the ecclesiastiqal order, were 
the severe mvectiyes thrown out almost without op- 
poation in the house against the dissolute lives of 
the priests, their ambition^ thar avarice, and their 
endless encroachmen|8 on the laity; Lord Herbert" 
has even preserved the speech of a gentleman of 

^ Cavendish, p. 72. 

* Tliese cxactxms Dvere quite arbitrary, and had risen to a gi^ 
beigbt. A meoiber said in the hoiue, that a thousand. mafkcfasd 
lecn exacted fiom him on that account. Hall, fbl.t88« Strypf, 
voLi. p.73. "P. 293. 
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CHAP. GrayVInn, which is of a siftgular nature, and cdh- 
XXX. tains such topics as we should little expect to meet 

^^ — ^T — ' with during that period. The member insists upon 
^5*9' the vast variety of theological opinions which pre- 
vailed in different nations and ages ; the endless 
inextricable controversies maintained by the several 
sects; the impossibility that any man, much less the 
people, could ever know, much less exai^e, the 
tenets and principles of every 'sect; the necessity of 
ighoraiice, and a suspense of judgment with regard 
to all those objects of diispute i Arid upon the whole 
he infers, that the only religion obligatory^ on riian- 
ikind is the belief of one ' supreme Being, the author 
of nature ; and fhe nect^ky of good morals, in 
order to obtain his fevoui: and protection. Such 
sentiments would be deemed' 'latifudinarip, even in 
bur time ; and would hbt be advailced without some 
precaution in a public assembly. But though the 
first broaching of religious coritroversy might encou- 
rage the sceptical turn in a few persons of a studious 
disposition' ; the zeal with which men soon after at- 
tached theriiselves to thdr several parties, served 
effectually to banish for a long time all such obnoxious 
liberties. 

The bifls for regulating the clergy met with some 
opposition in the house of lords. Bishop Fisher, in 
particular, imputed these measures of the commons 
to their want of faith ; and to a formed design de- 
rived from heretical and Lutheran principles, of 
robbing the thurch of her patrimony, and. ova*' 
turning the national religion. The Duke of Nor- 
folk reproved the prelate in "severe- and even some- 
what indecent terms. He told him that the greatest 
clerks were not alltrays the wiatrst men. But Fisher 
replied, that he did hot remember any fools in his 
time who had proved great clerks. The exceptions 
taken at the Bishop of Rochester's speech stopped 
not there. The Commons, . by the mouth of Sir 
Thomas Audley, their Sp^ker, made complaims 

to 
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tb the King of the reflections thrown upon them ; c HAP. 
and the Bishop was obliged to put a more ^vourable XXX. * 
construction on his words \ * - ^y mj 

Hfi;NRY was not displeased that the court of Rome ^**^ 
and the clergy should be sensible that the^ were en- 
tirely depcpd^t on him, and that his parliament, if 
he were willing to second their inclinations, was suf* 
fidttitly disposed to reduce the power and privileges 
of the ecclesiastics. The Commons gratified the 
King in another particular of moment : They granted 
him a discharge of allthose debts which he had con- 
tracted since the beginning of his reign; and they 
grounded this bill, which occasioned many com- 
plaints, on a pretence of the King's great care of the 
nation, and of his regularly employing all the money 
which he had borrowed in the public service. Most 
of the Elinff's creditors consisted of friends to the 
cafdinal, who had been engaged by their patron to 
contribute to the supply of Henry's necessities ; and 
the present courtiers were well pleased to take the 
opportunity of mulcting them^ Several also ap- 
proved of an expedient which they hoped would ever 
after discredit a method of supply so irregular and so 
unparliamentary. 

The domestic transactions of England were at FoMgti 
present so interesting to the King, that they chiefly «ff*«»' 
engaged hk attention ; and he regarded fordgn afiairs 
only in subordination to them. He had declared war 
against the Emperor; but the mutual advantages 
reaped by the commerce between Eneland and the 
Netherlands, had engaged him to stipulate a neu- 
trality with those provinces ; and except by money 
contributed to the Italian wars,' he had m effect 
exercised no hostility against any pf the Imperial 
dommions. A general peace was^ this summer esta^ 

* Parliamentarjr History, toL iii. p. 59. Burnet, vol. ii. p. Sa. 
. • BiiriieC, voLii. p.Sj. - 

V0L*iy* H jf ^ blished 



""^^y 



Digitized by 



Google '^ 



98 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 

C HAP. blished in Europe. Margaret of Ausitria and Louisa 
XXX. of Savoy met at Cambray, and settled the terms of 

^ T^~ ~ pacification between the French King and the Em- 
^^* peror. Charies accepted of two millions of crowns 
in lieu of Burgundy; and he delivered up the two 
Princes of France, whom he had retailed as hostages. 
Henry was on this occasion so generous to his friend 
and ally Francis, that he sent him an acquittal of 
near 600,000 crowns which that Prince owed him. 
Francis's Italian confederates were not so well satis- 
fied as the King with the peace of dambray : They 
Were almost wholly abandoned to the will of the Em- 
, peror ; and seemed to have no means of security left 
but his equity and moderation. Florence, after a 
brave resistance, was subdued by thfe Imperial arms, 
and finally delivered over to the dominion c^ the fa- 
mily of Medicis* The Venetians were better treated j 
they were only obliged to relinquish some acquisi- 
tions which they had made on the coast of Naples. 
Even Francis Sforza obtained the investiture of Mi- 
lan, and was pardoned for all pa^t offences. The 
Emperor in persoh passed into Italy vrith a magni- 
ficent train, and receive the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the Pope at Bologna. Jle was but 
twenty-nine years of age ; and having already by 
his vigour and capacity succeeded in every ^nterprfee^ 
and reduced to captivity the two greatest potentates 
in Europe, the one spiritual the other tempwal, he 
attracted the eyes of all men; and tiiany prognosti- 
cations were formed of his growing empire. 

But though Charles seemed to be prosperous on 
every side, and though the conquest of M^co and 
Peru now began to pfevent that scarcity of money 
under which he had hithi^rto laboured, he found 
himselfthreatened with difficulties in Germany j and 
his desire of surmounting them was the chi^ cause 
of his jgrahting such ihoderate conditions to the 
Italian, powers. Sultan Solyman, the greatest and 

most 
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most acctomplished Prince th^t ever sat on the Otto- CHAP, 
man throne, had almost entirely subdued Hungary, XXX, 
had besieged Vienna, and though repulsed, still ^ ~^ ~^ 
menaced the hereditary dominions of the house of ^^ ^* 
Austria with ccmquest and subjection. The Lu- 
dieran Princes of the empire, iinding that liberty of 
consdence was denied them, had combined in a 
league for their own defence at Smalcalde ; and be- 
cause they protested against the votes passed in the 
Imperial diet, they thenceforth recdved the appella- 
tion of pratesiants. Charles had undertaken to re*- 
duce them to c^edience; and on pretence of secur- 
ing the purity of religion, he had laid a scheme for 
aggrandising his own family, by extending its domi- 
mon over all Germany. 

The friendship of Henry was one material cir- 
cumstance yet wanting to Charles, in order to ensure 
success in his ambitious enterprises ; and the King 
was sufficiently apprised, that the concurrence of 
that Prince would at once remove all the difficulties 
which lay in the way of his divorce; that point 
which had long been the object of his most earnest 
wishes. But besides that the interests of his king- 
dom seemed to require an alliance with France, his 
haughty spirit could not submit to a friendship im- 
posed on him by constraint; and as he had ever 
been accustomed to receive courtship, deference, 
and solicitation from the greatest potentates, he 
could ill brook that dependence to which this un- 
happy afiiadr seemed to have reduced him. Amidst 
the anxieties with which he was agitated, he was 
often tempted to break off all connexions with the 
court of Rome ; and though he had been educated 
in a superstitious reverence to papal^ authority, it is 
}Ske\j that his personal experience oi the duplicity 
and selfish politics of Clement had served much to 
open his eyes in that particular. He found his 
prerogative firmly established at home : He observed, 

H 2 tixat 
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CHAP« that his people were in general much disgusted with 
XXX. clerical usurpations, aind disposed to reduce the 
'- ^ -^ powers and privileges of the ecclesiastical order : He 
'^'^' knew that they had cordially taken part with him in 
his prosecution of the divorce, and highly resented 
the unworthy treatment which, after so many ser- 
vices and such devoted attachment, he had recdved 
from the court of Rome. Anne Boleyn also could 
not fail to use all her eflforts, and employ every in- 
sinuation, in order to make him proceed to extremi- 
ties against the Pope ; both as it was the readiest way 
. to her attaining royal dignity, and as her education 
in the court of the Dutchess of Alenfon, a Princess 
inclined to the reformers, had already disposed her 
to a belief of the new doctrines. But notwidistanding 
these inducements, Henry had strong motives still to 
desire a good agreement with the Sovereign Pontiff. 
He apprehended the danger of such great innova- 
tions : He dreaded the reproach of heresy : He ab- 
horred aU connexions with the Lutherans, the chief. 
opp(ments of the papal power: And having once 
exerted himself with such applause, as he imagined, 
in defence of the Romish communion, he was 
ashamed to retract his former opinions, and betray 
from passion such a palpable inconsistency. While 
he was agitated by these contrary motives, an expe- 
dient was proposed, which, as it promised a solution 
of all difficulties, was embraced by him with the 
greatest joy and satisfaction. 
Theuni. Dr. Thomas Cranmer, fellow of Jesus College 
^^"■"tiM in Cambridge, was a man remarkable in that uni- 
about t^ yersity for his learning, and still more for the can- 
King's dour and xlisinterestedness of his t^nper. He fell 
fnamage. one evening by accident into company with Gardi- 
ner, now secretary of state, and Fox, the King's al- 
moner ; and as the business of the divorce became 
the subject of conversation, he observed that the 
readiest way^ either to quiet Henr/s conscience, or . 
1 1 extort^ 
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*xtort the Pope's consent, would be to consult all the CHAP, 
universities of Europe witjfi regard to this controverted XXX. 
point : If they agreed to approve of the King's mar-? *— v— -^ 
liage with Catherine, his remorses would natu- '^*^* 
ndhr cease; if they condemned it, the Pope would 
find it difficult to re^t the solicitations of so great a 
monarch, seconded by the opinion of all the learned 
men in Christendom ^. When the King was in* 
formed of the proposal, he was delighted with it ; 
and swore, with more alacrity than delicacy, that 
Granmer had got the right sow by the ear : He sent 
for that divine ; entered into conversation with him ; 
conceived a high opinion of his virtue and under- 
landing; engaged him to write in defence of the 
divorce; and immediately, in prosecution of the 
scheme proposed, employed his agents to collect the 
judgments of all the universities in Europe. 

Had the question of Henry's marriage with Car 
therine been examined by the principles of sound 
philosophy, exempt firom superstition, it seemed 
not liable to much difficulty. The natural reason 
why marriages in certain degrees is prohibited by the 
dvil laws, and condenmed by the moral sentimaits 
of all nations, is derived from men's care to preserve 
purky of manners; while they reflect, that if a com- 
merce of love were authorised between near relations, 
the frequent opportunities of intimate conversatjion, 
espedally during early youth, would introduce an 
universal dissoluteness and corruption. But as the 
customs of countries vary considerably, and open an 
intercourse more or less restrained between different 
families, oxi between the several members of the same 
&mily, wet find that the moral precept, varying with 
ks cause, is susceptible, without any inqoayenienc^, 
cf very difierent latitude in the several ages and na- 
tions of the woirld. , The extreme delicacy of the 
Greeks permitted no conununication between per- 

» Fox> p. i860| 2d edit. Burnet, vol. i. p,79. Speedy p.7^* 
Heylioy p. 5; 
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CHAP, sdn^'of dMFcrent sexefe, except where they lived to* 
XXX. der the same roof ; and even the apartments of a 

^"^Y^ step-mother and her daughters were ahndst as much 
^^^^' shut up against visits from the husband's sons as 
mgainst thosile from any stranger or more distant re- 
lation : Hence, m that nation it was lawful for a man 
to marry not only his niece^ but his half-sister by the 
father : A Hberty unknown to the Romans and other 
naticms^ where a more open intercourse was au«- 
thorised between the sexes. Reasoning from this 
principle it would appear, that the ordinary com*- 
merce of life among great Princes is so obstructed 
Yrf ceremony and numerous attendants, that no iU 
ebhsequence would result among them from marry- 
ing a brother's widow ; especially if the dispei^tion 
dr the supreme priest be previously required, in or- 
der to justify wnat may in commotl cases be cbn- 
deMned, and to hinder the precedent from becoming 
too commoil and fmuliar. And as strong motives 
of public interest and tranquillity may frequently 
feqtiire such alliances between the foreign families, 
th^re i^ the less reason for extentfing towards them, 
tiie full rigour of the rule whith has place Inkong 
hidividuals^ 

But, in opposition to theie Treasons, aild many 
more which might b^ cdHetted, Henry had cuBtom 
and precedent on hk side ; the principle fa^ which 
men are almost wholly governed in their actions and 
ttiiinions. The marrymg of a brother^s widow was to 
tmusual, that no other instance of it could be found 
ift any history or record of any Christian mdon ; taind 
thbtlgh the Pb^ Were accu^okned td dispense widi 
ifidre MS^tial precepts of moridity, and even per- 
mitted marriage vrithb other prohfl>ited di^ei^ 
^uch as thiose of uncl^ aftd nieee, the imaginatidhK 
of inen were not yet recdnciled to this piurticultftr 
^terdte 6f h& authority. Several unit^rsil^ of 
Europe, therefore, without hesitation, as well as with- 

' See note [D], at the end of the volumew 
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oat mlere$t or reward', gave verdict in the King's CHAP, 
favour ; not only those of France, Paris, Orleans, , ^j^X. ^ 
3ourges, Toulouse, Angiers, which might be sup- 1530.^ 
posed to lie under the influence of their Prince, ally ^ 
to Henry ; but also those of Italy, Venice, Ferrara, 
Padua; even Bobgna itself, though under the im^ 
mediate jurisdiction of Clement. Oxford alone*, 
imd Cambridge ^9 made some difficulty; because 
.these universities, alarmed at the progress of Luther- 
anism» and dreading a defection from the holy see, 
s^^upled to. give their sanction to measures whose 
consequence^ they feared, would prove fatal to the 
ancient religion. Their opinion, however, con- 
foraaabU to tl^ of the. otlier universides of. Europe, 
was at last obtained ; and the King, in order to give 
more weight to all these authorities, engaged his ao- 
hilky to write a letter to the Pope, recommending 
his cau3^ to the holy father, and threatening him wim 
the. most dangerous consequences in case of a denial 
of jusdce \ The convocatbns too, both of Can^ 
terbury and York, pronounced the King^s mar- 
riage invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law ct 
4jr^, wath whiqh no human power had authority to 
dispoise "^^ But Clement, lying still under the influ- 
0nce (tf the Emperor, ccmtinued to summon the 
King to appear, either by himself or proxy, before 
his trjbunai at Home ; and the King^ who I^iew that 
he could .expect no hir trial there,, refused to submit 
to swh a condition, and would not even admit of 
any dtaiio^, which he regarded as a high insult, 
and a isolation of his royal prerc^thre. The father 
of Anne Boleyn, created Earl or Wiltshire, carried 
to ib^ Pope the King^s xseasons for not appearing 
by |»cay; and, as tne first instance of disre^ct 
firon Knghnd, re&ised to kiss His Holiness's foot, 

^ Herbof • Bi^riM^t. * Wood, Hist, and Ant. Ox. lib. Lp. 225^ 
* Burnet, vol. i. P- 6 ** Rymer, vol. xiv. 40 J. Burnet, 

vol. i. p,95. ''Rymer, voK* xiv. p. 454. 472. 
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CHAP, which he very gradcmsly held out to him for thtt 
XXX. purpose \ 

^ "'' ^ The extremities to which Henry was pushed, 
'^^^' both against the Pope and the ecclesiastical order, 
were naturally disagreeable to Cardinal Wolsey ; and 
as Henry foresaw his opposition, it is the most pro- 
bable^ reason that can be assigned for his renewing the 
prosecution against his ancient favourite. After 
Wolsey had remained some time at Asher, he was 
allowed to remove to Richmond, a palace which he 
had received as a present from Henry, in return for 
Hampton-Court: But thb courtiers dreading still 
his vicinity to the Kin^, procured an order for him 
to remove to his see of York. The cardinal knew it 
was in vain to resist : He took up his residence at 
Cawo6d in Yorkshire, where he rendered himself 
extremely popular in the neighbourhood by his affa- 
bility and hospitality ^ ; but he was not allowed to re- 
main long immolested in this retreat. The Earl of 
Northumberland recdved orders, without regard to 
Wolsey^s ecclesiastical character, to arrest him for 
high treason, and to conciuct him to London, in 
order to his trial. The carding, partly from the 
£itigues of his journey, partly from the agitation o£ 
his anxious ntiind, was seized with a disorder which 
turned into a dirsentay ; and he was able, with some, 
difficulty,' to reach Leicester-abbey. When the 
abbot and the monks advanced to receive him with 
much respect and' reva:ence, he told them that he 
was come to Jay his bones among them ; and he im- 
mediately! took to his bed, whence he nlsv^r rose 
^oT. 28. more. ' A little before he expired he addressed him* 
self in: the following words to Sir William Kingston, 
constable of !he Tower, who had him in custody : 
^ I pray you have me heartily recommended unto 
" His royal Majesty, and beseech him on my behalf 
^ to C2ii to his remembrance all matters that have 

» Burnet, vol, L p. 94. t Cavendish. Stowci p«554. 
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<^ passed between us from the beginning, especially CHAP. 
** with regard to his business with the Queen ; and XXX» 
** then will he know in his conscience whether I have ^— v— ^ 
« offended him. '«^- 

^^ Hb is a Prince of a most royal carriage^ and 
^* hath a princely heart ; and rather than he will miss 
^^ or want any part of his will he will endanger the 
^* one half his kingdom. 

^^ I DO assure you, that I have often kneeled be- 
*• fore him, sometimes three hours together, to per- 
<« suade him, from his will and appetite; but could 
** not prevail : Had I but served God as diligently 
^^ as I have served the King, . he would not have 
^ given me over in my grey hairs; But this is the 
^^ just reward that I must receive for my indulgent 
^^ pains and study, not regarding my service to God, 
*^ but only to my Prince. Therefore let me advise 
** you, if you be one of the privy-coundl, as by your 
*^ wisdom you are fit, take care what you put into 
*' the King's head: For you can never put it out 
** again V 

Thus died this famous cardinal, whose character Wolsey't 
seems to have contained as singular a variety as the <leath. 
fortune to which he was exposed. The obstinacy 
and violence of the King's temper may alleviate 
much of the blame which some of his favourite's 
measures have undergone; and when we consider, 
that the subsequent part of Henry's reign was much 
more criminal than that which had been directed by 
Wolsey's counsels, we shall be inclined to suspect 
those historians of partiality, who have endeavoured 
to load the memory of this minister with such violent 
reproaches. If in foreign, politics he sometimes^ eni» 
ployed his iiduence over the King for his private 
purposes rather than his master's service, which he 
boasted he had solely at heart ; we must remember 
that he had in view the papal throne; a dignity 

« Cavendish. . 
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cHAP. which had he attained it, would have enabled fam 
XXX. to make Henry a suitable return for all his fiivours. 
^'""-^' — ' The Cardinal of Amboise, whose mcmoiy is re- 
'^^^' spected in France, always made this apology fgr his 
own conduct, which was in some respect similar to 
Wolsey's ; and we have reason to think that Henry 
was well acquainted with the views by which hffi 
' minister was influenced, and took a pride in promot- 
ing them. He much regretted his deaths when in- 
formed of it ; and always spoke favourably of 1» 
memory : A proof that humour more than.r^^^pn, or 
any discovery of treachery, had occasioned the last pei^ 
secution8i against him. 
153 1. A NEW sesdon of parliament was hejk}, together 
1 6th Jan. with a convocation ; and the King here gav? strong 
A parha- proofs of his extensive authority, as well as of his in* 
tention to turn it to the depression of the clefgy. 
As an ancient statute, now almost obsolete, had been 
employed to ruin Wolsey, and render his exercise 
of the legatine power criminal, notwithstanding the 
King's permission ; the same law was now turned 
against the ecclesiastics. It was pretended that every 
one who had submitted to the legadne courts that 
fe, the whole chiireh, had violated the statute of 
provisors ; and the kttorney<rgenerytl accordingly 
brought an indictment against them*. The coovo* 
cation knew that it would be in vain to opppw rea- 
son or equity to the King's arbitrary will, or plead 
that their ruin would have been the Q^nm^ ton^e* 
quence of not submitting to Wolsey'p opi^tpissipit, 
which was procured by Henry's conswt, dftd SMp* 
ported by his authority. They chase, jtlnir^or^ to 
throw themselves est the mercy of their sQy^fnff^ \ 
anethey agreed to pay 118^840 poiiQ(^ for ^ p^ 
don\ A oonfession wae likewise extorted from 
them, that the King was the protector and'tk^ suprem 

* Antiq. Brit. Eccles. p. 525. Burnet, vol. i. p» io6« 
^ Holing8hed> p. 923. 
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bead (f the church and clergy of England; though CHAP, 
some of them had the de^d^rity to get a clause inserted XXX. 
which invalidated the whole subnossicaiy and which ^; ">^-'^ 
ran in these terms, in so far as is permitted by the law of ^ *^ ^ * 
Christ. 

The Commons, findrog that a pardon was granted 
the clergy, began to be apprehensive for themselves, 
kst dther they should afterwards be brought into 
trouble on account of their submission to the legatine 
court, or a supply in like manner be extorted from 
diem in return for their pardon. They therefore 
petitkmed the King to grant a remission to his lay sub- 
jects ; but they met with a repulse. He told them, 
that i£ he ever chose to forgive their offence, it would 
be from his own goodness, not from their applicatioh, 
lest he should seem to be compelled to it. Some time 
after, when they despaired of obtaining this con* 
cession, he was pleased to issue a pardon to the laity ; 
smd the Commons expressed great gratitude for that 
act of clemency \ 

By this strict execution of the statute of provisora, 153a* 
a great part of the prdit, and still more of the power 
of the court of Rome was cut off; and the con- 
nexions between the Pope and the English clergy 
were in some measure dissolved. The next session 
found both King and parliament in the same dispo- 
«iti6n&. An act was passed against levying the an- 15th Jan. 
fiMes or first fruits'^ ; being a year's rent of all the 
bishoprics that fell vacant : A tax which was im- Progress 
pofied by the court of Rome for granting bulls to ©^ the re- 
the new prelates, and which was found to amount to ^^*' 
considerable sums. Since the second of Henry VII. 
no less t^iaH on^ hundned and ^xty thousand pounds 
had bec3fi transmittdl to Rome on account of dus 
cfefimr which the paitfiameot, therefore, reduced to 

« HaU's Chfonkle* HoHiwrfied/^ 923. Baker, p. 308- 
* BHrnee, voL i. Collect. No. 41* Strype, v»L i. p. 144. 
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CHAP, five per cent on all the episcopal benefices. The 
XXX. better to keep the Pope in awe, the King was en- 

^^"^^ — ;;' trusted with a power of regulating these payments, 
^^^^* and of confirming or infringing tWs act at his plea- 
sure: And it was voted, that any censures which 
should be passed by the court of Rome on account of 
that law should be entirely disregarded ; and that mass 
should be said, and the sacraments administered, as if 
no such censures had been issued. 

This session the Commons preferred to the King 
a long complaint against the abuses and oppressiopos 
of the ecclesiastical courts ; and they were proceed- 
ing to enact laws for remedying them, when a 
dmerence arose, which put an end to the session 
before the parliament had finished all thdr business. 
It was become a custom for men to make such 
-settlements or trust-deeds of .their lands by will, 
that they defrauded not only the King, but all 
other lords, of their wards, marriages, and relieis ; 
and by the same irtifice the King was deprived erf 
his premier seisin, and the profits of the livery, 
tirhich were no inconsiderable branches of his re- 
venue. Henry made a bill be drawn to moderate, 
not remedy altogether, this abuse : He was con- 
tented that every man should have the liberty of 
disposing in this manner of the half of hk land; 
and he told the parliament in plain terms, " If they 
** would not take a reasonable thing when it was 
-" offered, he would search out the extremity of 
** the law, and then would not offer them so much 
** again.'* The Lords came willingly into his terms ; 
but the Commons rejected the biU : A singular in- 
stance, where Henry might see that his power and 
authority, though extensive, had yet some boun- 
daries. The Commons, however, found i^ason to 
repent of their victory. The Bang made good his 
threats; he called together the judges and ablest 
la\!tfyers, who argued me question in chancery; and 
• ' it 
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it v^^ decided, that a man could not by law bequeath c H A P. 
any part of his lands in prejudice of heirs \ XXX. 

The parliament being again assembled after a '— v— ' 
short prorogation, the Kmg caused the two oaths to Ap^*ia 
be read to them, that which the bishops took to the 
Pope, and that to the' King, on their installation; 
and as a contradiction might be suspected between 
them, while the prelates seemed to swear allegiance 
to two sovereigns \ the parliament shewed their in- 
tention of aboUshing the oath to the Pope, when 
their proceedings were suddenly stopped by the 
breaking out of. the plague at Westminster, which 
occasioned a prorogation. It is remarkable that 
one Temse ventured this session to move, that die 
house should address the King to take back the Queen, 
and stop the prosecution of his divorce. This mo- 
tion made the King send for Audley the Speaker ; 
and explain to him the scruples with which his 
conscience had long been burdened; scruples, he 
said, which had proceeded from no wanton appetite, 
which had arisen after the fervours of youth were 
past, and which were confirmed by the concurring 
sentiments of all the learned societies in Europe. 
£xcq>t in Spain and Portugal, he added, it was never 
heard of that any man had espoused two sisters ; but 
he himself had the misfortune, he believed, to be the 
first Christian man that had ever married his brother's 
widow*. 

After the prorogation Sir Thomas More, the 
chancellor,, foreseeing that all the measures of the 
King and parliament led to a breach with the church 
of Rome, and to an alteration of reli^on, with 
which his principles would not permit him to con- 
cur, desired leave to resign the great seal ; and he 
descended from his high station with more joy and 

« Burnet, vol. i. p. 1 16. HalL Parliamentary History, 
^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 123, 124. ^ 

« Herbert. Hall, fol. 205. 
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C HAP. aiaciitv dian be had mounted up to it. The auste* 
XXX. rity 01 this msoi's virtue, and the sanctity of his man- 

*^ "-' ners, had no^vise enoGoached on the gentleness of 
*53** yig tempef, or even dimini^ed that frolic and gaiety 
t0 wUch lie W9S natuisdly inclined. He sported vrith 
all dbe varieties .of fortune into which he vtras thrown ; 
and nfikhtf ^he pzide ^oaturally attendmg a high 
atalion, nor ihe melancholy incident i:o poverty and 
retreat, could ever lay hold of his serene and equal 
sforit. While his family discovered symptoms o£ 
sorrow on laying down the grandeur said magni- 
ficence to^ wiudb they iiad been accustomed, he drew 
a subject of mirth from their distresses ; and made 
. them ashamed c^ losing even a moment's cheerful- 
ness on account of such 'trivial misfortunes. The 
King, who had entertained a high opinion of his 
virtue, received his resignation with some difficulty ; 
and he delivered the great seal soon after to Sir 
Thomas jAudley. 

During these transactions in England, and these 
invasions of the papal and ecclesiastical authority, 
the Court of Rome was not without solicitude ; and 
she entertained just apprehensions of losing entirely 
her audiority in England ; the kingdom which of 
all others had long been the most devoted to the 
lioly see, and which had yielded it the most ample 
revenue. While the imperial cardinals pushed Cle- 
ment to proceed to extremities against the King, his 
siu>re moderate and impartial counsellors represent- 
ed to him the indignity of his proceedings ; that a 
great .monarch, who had signalized. himself both by 
his pen and his sword in the cause of the Pope, 
diQuld be : denied a feivoixr which he demanded on 
such just grounds, and which bad scarcely ever be- 
fore been refused to any person of his rank and stsu 
tion. Notwithstanding these remonstrances, the 
Queen's appeal was received at Rome ; the King was 
dted to appear; and several consistories were held 
io .examine the validity of their marriage. Henry 
lo was 
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was determined not to send any proKy to plead fab CH A P. 
cause bdbre this court: He oody cHspatched Sir XXX. * 
Edward Eame, and Dr. Bcmner, in qsality of exca- ^^ "' ^ ' "^ 
sators, so they were caUed, to carry his llpology for ^^'^* 
not paying that ddierence to the papal authority. 
The {Mcrogathres of his crown, he said, nunt be saoii* 
ficed if he allowed appeals fron his own kingdom; 
and as the question regarded conscience, not power 
or interest, no proxy could supply Us place, or 
convey that satts&ction which the dictsttes of his own 
imnd alone ^could confer. In order to support him- 
sdf in this measure^ and add greater ^ecunty to fais 
intended defecticm from* Rome, he procured an in- iithOcu 
terview widi Francis at Boulogne and Calais, where 
he renewed his personal friendship as well as public 
alliance widi that monarch, and concerted all mea* 
sures for their mutual defence. He' even employed 
arguments, by which be believed he had persoaded 
Francis to imitate his example, in withdiawin^ lus 
obedience from the Bishop of Rome, and administeir- 
ing ecclesiastical afiairs without having farther re* 
course to that see. And being now fiilTy detemnned 
in his own mind, as well as resolute to sfiuid all con- 
sequences, he privately celebrated bk marriage with 14th Nor. 
Anne Boleyn, whom he had previously .crsated 
MbrchioQess of Pembroke. Roukmd Lee, soon 
after raised to the bishopric of Coventry, officiBted 
at die marriage. The Duke of Norfolk, unde to the 
new Queen, her £ither, mother, and brother, together 
with Dr. Cranmer, were .present at the ceremony \ 
Anne became pregnant soon after her nianiage ; and 
this *event both gave great satisfaction to :tlie King, 
and was regarded by the people as a strong proof 
of the Quettn's former modesty and virtue. 

The par&mient was. again assembled ; and Hemry, i;3S* 
m <canjunctkm with the great 4K)uncil x^f the nadon, ^^J^^^^. 
[Hroceeded sdll in those gradual and secure steps by menu 

* HeAeit, p. 34Q, 341- 

which 
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CHAP. I't^ch they loosened their connexions with the see of 
XXX. Rome, and represented the usurpations of the Roman 

"^ "-"'-'' Pbntiflf. An act was made against all appeals to 
^^^^' Rome in (Siuses of matrimony^ divorces, wills, and 
other suits cognizable in ecclesiastical courts; ap- 
peals esteemed dishonourable to the kingdom, by 
subjecting it to a foreign jurisdiction; and fo^d to 
be very vexatious, by the expence and the delay 
of justice which necessarily attended them K The 
more to shew his disregard to the Pope, Henry find* 

April ic. ing the new Queen's pr^nancy to advice, publicly 
owned his marriage; and in order to remove all 
doubts with regard to its lawfulness, he prq)ared 
measures for declaring by a formal sentence the inva- 
fidity c^ his marriage with Catherine : A sentence 
which ought naturally to have preceded his espousing 
of Anne\ 

The King, even amidst his scruples and reimorses 
on account of his first marriage, had always treated 
Catherine with respect and d^tinction ; and he en- 
deavoured by every soft and persuasive art, to en« 
gage her to depart from her appeal to Rome, and 
her opposition to his diyorce. Finding her obstinate * 
in maintaining the justice of her cause, he had totally ^ 
forborne all visits and intercourse with her ; and had 
desired her to make choice of any one of his palaces 
in which she should please to reside. She had fixed 
her abode for some time at Amphill, near Dunstable ; 
and it was in this latter town that Cranmer, now creat- 
ed Archbishq> of Canterbury, on the death of War- 

loth ham S was appointed to open his court for examinii^ 

Maj. the validity of her marriage. The near naghbour- 

hood of the place was chosen, in order to deprive 

her of all plea of ignorance ; and as she made no 

answer to the citation, either by herself or proxy, 

^ she was declared contumacious; and the Primate pro- 

*HHen.VIlLc.i2. . , 

^ Collier, vol. ii. p.jx. and Records, No. 8. 
> See note [£]» at the end of the volume. 
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. ceeded to the examination of the cause. The evi- 
dences of Arthur's consummation of his mari:iage 
were anew produced ; the opinions of the universities 
were read, together with the judgment* pronounced '^^'* 
two years before by the convocations both of Can- 
terbury and York ; and after these preliminary steps 
Cranmer proceeded to a sentence, and annulled the 
King's marriage with Catherine as unlawful and in- 
valid. By a subsequent sentence he ratified the mar- 
ris^e with Anne Boleyn, who soon after was publicly 
crowned Queen, with all the pomp and dignity suited 
to that ceremony °'. To complete the King's satis- 
faction on the conclusion of this intricate and vexa- 
tious afiair, she was safely delivered of a daughter, 7^^ Sept. 
who received the name of Elizabeth, and who after- 
wards swayed the sceptre with such renown and fe- 
licity. Henry was so much delighted with the birth 
of this child, that soon after he confierred cm her the 
title of Princess of Wales "" ; a step somewhat irregular, 
as she could only be presumptive, not apparent hdr 
of the crown. But he had, during his former mar* 
riage, thought proper to honour ms daughter Mary 
widi that title ; . and he was determined to bestow on 
the offspring of his present marriage the same mark 
of distinction, aB well as to exclude the elder Princess 
from all hopes of the succession. His regard for 
the new Queen seemed rather to increase than di- 
minish by his marriage; and all men expected to 
see the entire ascendant of one who had mounted a 
throne, from which her birth had set her at so great 
a distance, and who by a proper ndxture c^ severity 
and indulgence had long managed so intractable a 
spirit as that of Henry. In order to e&ce as much 
as possible all marks of his first marriage. Lord 
Mount|oy was sent to the unfortunate and divorced 
Quern, to inform her that she was thenceforth to be 
treated only as Princess-dowager of Wales ; and all 

"• Heylini p. 6. " Bttrnet, vol. i. p. I34» 

VOL* IV. I means 
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CHAP, means were employed to make her acquiesce mthat 
XXX. determination. But she continued obstinate in main- 
^ ■**^v^*^ taining the validity of her marriage ; and she would 
^S3i* admit no person to her presence vrfio did not approach 
her with the accustomed ceremonial. Henry forget-* 
ting his wonted generosity towards her, employed me- 
naces against such of her servants as complied with 
her commands in this particular ; but was never able 
to make her relinquish her title and pretensions ^ 

When intelligence was conveyed to Rome of these 
transactions, so injurious to the authority and repu- 
tation of the holy see, the conclave was in a rage, and 
all the cardinals of the Imperial faction urged the Pope 
to proceed to a definitive sentaice, and to dart his 
spiritual thunders against Henry. But Clement pro- 
ceeded no farther than to declare the nullity of Cran- 
mer's sentence, as well as that of Henry's second 
. marriage j threatening him with excommunication, if 
before the first of November ensuing he did not re- 
place every thing in the condition in which it formerly 
stood**. An event had happa^, from which the 
Pontiff expected a mdre amicable conclusion of the 
difference, and which hindered him from carrying 
matters to extremity against the King. 

The Pope had claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara 
for the sovereignty of Reggio and Modena"); and, 
having submitted his pretensions to the arbitration of 
the Emperor, he was surprised to find a sentence pro- 
nounced against him. Enraged at this disappoint- 
ment, he hearkened to proposals of amity from 
Frandis ; and when that mcHiarch made overtures of 
marrying the Duke of Orleans, his second son, to 
Catherine of Medids, niece of the Pope,' Clement 
gladly embraced aii alliance, by which his family 
was so much honoured* An interview was even 
appointed between the Pope smd French King at 

® Herbert, p. 326. Burnet, vol. i. p. 132. 

' Le Grandy vol. iii. p. 566. 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 133. Guicciardini. 
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Marsalles ; 2ind Francis as a common friend there 
employed his good offices in mediating an accom- 
modation between his new ally and the King of 
England. ^ . ^ '"3. 

Had this connexion of France imh the court of 
Rome taken place a few years sooner, there had been 
little difficulty in adjusting the quarrel with Henry. 
The King's request was an ordinary one; and the 
same plenary power of th^ Pope, which had granted 
a dispensation for his espousing of Catherine, could 
easily haVe annulled the marriage. But in the pro- 
gress of the quarrel the state of affairs was much 
changed on boA sides. Henry had shaken off much 
of that reverence which he had early imbibed for the 
a^stolic see; and finding that his subjects of all 
ranks had taken part with him, and willingly com- 
pKed with his measures for breaking off foreign de- 
p^dence, he had begun to relish his spiritual au« 
thority, and would scarcely, it was apprehended, be 
induced to renew his subniissions to the Roman Pon- 
tiff. The Pope, on the other hand, now ran a ma- 
nifest risque of infringing his authority by a compli- 
ance with the King ; and as a sentence of divorce 
could no longer be rested on nullities in Julius's bull, 
but would be construed as an acknowledgment of 
papal usurpations, it was foreseen that the Lutherans 
would thence take occasion of triumph, and would 
persevere more obstinately in their present principles. 
But notwithstanding these obstacles, Francis did not 
despair of mediating an agreement. He observed 
that the King had still some remams of prejudice in 
favour of the catholic church, and was apprehensive 
of the consequences which might ensue from too vio- 
lent innovations. He saw the mterest that Clement 
had in preserving the obedience of England, which 
was one of the richest jewels in the pajjal crown* 
And he hoped that these motives on both sides would 
£ujlitate a mutual agreement, and would forward the 
efifects of his good offices. 

1 2 Francis 
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Francis first prevailed on the Pope to promise^ 
that if the King would send a proxy to Rome, and 
thereby submit his cause to the holy see, he should 
appoint commissioners to meet at Cambray, and 
form the process ; and he should immediately after- 
wards pronounce the sentence of divorce required of 
him. Bellay, Bishop of Paris, was next dispatched 
to London, and obtained a promise from the King, 
that he would -submit his cause to the Roman con- 
sistory, provided the cardinals of the Imperial fac- 
tion were excluded from it. The prelate carried 
this verbal promise to Rome ; and the Pope agreed, 
that if the King would sign a written agreement to the 
same purpose, his demands should be fully compiled 
with. A day was appointed for the return of the 
messengers; and all Europe regarded this affair, 
which had threatened a violent rupture between 
» £])gland and the Romish church, as drawing to- 
wards an amicable cOncludon^ But the greatest 
affairs often depend on the most frivolous incidents* 
The courier who carried the King's written promise 
was detained beyond the day appointed : News was 
brought to Rome that a libel had been published in 
England against the court of Rome, and a farce acted 
before the King in derision of the Pope and cardi- 
Msrchaj. nals% The Pope and cardinals entered into the con- 
sistory enflamed with an^er ; and by a predptate sen- 
tence, the marriage ot Henry and Catherine was 
pronounced valid, and Henry declared to be excom^ 
municated if he refused to adhere to it. Two days 
after the courier arrived; And Clement, who had 
been hurried from his usual prudence, found, that 
though he heartily repented of this hasty measure, it 
would be difficult for him to retract it^ or replace 
affairs on the same footing as before. 

It is not probable that the Pope, had he conducted 
liimself with ever so great moderation and temper. 



'Father Paul, lib. 1. 



•Ibid. 
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could hope, during the life-time of Henry, to have CHAP, 
regained much authority or influence in England. XXX. 
That monarch was of a temper both impetuous and j" ~^ 
obstinate ; and having proceeded so far in throwing ijth^ j^n. 
off* the papal yoke, he never could again have been 
brought tamely to bend his neck to it. Even at the 
time when he was negociating a reconciliation with 
Rome, he either entertained so little hopes of suc- 
cess, or was so indifferent about the event, that he 
had assembled a parliament, and continued to enact Aparlia- 
laws totally destructive of the papal authority. The "^°^' 
people had been prepared by degrees for tnis great 
mnovadon. Each preceding session had retrenched 
somewhat from the power and profits of the Pon* 
tiff. Care had been taken, during some years, to 
teach the nation that a general council was much 
superior to a Pope. But now a Bishop preached 
every Sunday at Paul's cross, in order to mculcate 
the doctrine, that the Pope was entitled to no su- ' 
thority at all beyond the bounds of his own diocese*. 
The proceedings of the parliament shewed that they 
had entirely adopted this opinion ; and there is reason 
to believe that the King, after having procured a 
£ivourable sentence from Rome, which would have 
removed all doubts with regard to his second mar- 
riage and the succession, mignt indeed have lived on 
terms of civility with the Roman PcMitiff, but never 
would have surrendered to him any considerable 
share of his assumed prerogative. The importsmce of 
the laws oassed this session, even before intelligence 
arrived or the violent resolutions taken at Rome, is 
sufficient to justify this opinion. 

All payments made to the apostolic chamber ; all 
provisions, bulk, dispensations, were aboUshed: 
Monasteries were subjected to the visitation and ^- 
vemment of die King alone : The law for punishmg 
heretics was moderated j the ordinary was prohibked 

* Burnet, voK i. p. 144. 
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CHAP, from imprisoning pr trying any person upon sruspf. 
XXX. cion alone, without presentment by two lawful witnes- 

^~ '^^ "^ ses ; and it was declared, that to speak against the 
•^^^* Pope's authority was no heresy : Bishops were to be 
appointed by a conge cTelire from the crown, or in case 
of the dean and chapter's refusal, by letters patent j 
and no recourse was to be had to Rome for palls, 
bulls, or provisions : Campeggio and Ghinucci^ 
two Italians,, were deprived of the bishoprics of Sa- 
lisbury and Worcester, which they had hitherto en- 
joyed "*: The law which had been formerly made 
against paying annates or first fruits, but which had 
been left in the King's power to suspend or enforce, 
was finally established : And a submission which was 
exacted two years before from the clergy, and which 
had been obtained with great difficulty, received this 
session the sanction of parliament "". In this submis- 
sion the clergy acknowledged that convocations 
ought to be assembled by the King's authority only j 
they promise to enact no new canons without his 
consent; and they agree that he should appoint 
thirty-two commissioners, in order to examine the 
old canons, smd abrogate such as should be found 
prejudicial to his royal prerogative *• An appeal 
was also allowed from the bishop's court to the King 
in chancery. 

But the most important law passed this session, 
was that which regulated the succession to the crown; 
The marriage of the King with Catherine was de- 
clared unlawful, void, and of no effect: The Pri- 
mate's sentence annulling it was ratified: And the 
marriage with Queen Axme was established and con- 
firmed. The crown was appointed to descend to the 
issue of this marriage, and failing them to the King's 

March3o. heiTS fiotr ever. An oath likewise wa^ enjoined to be 
t^l^en in favour of this order of succession, under the 
paEUilty of imprisonment during the King's pleasure^ 

» Lc Neve'6 Fasti Ecdes. Angl. " 25 H. 8. c. 19. 

' Collier, vol. ii. p«<$9i 70. 
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ind fbrfdture of goods and chattels. And all slander C H A P, 
against the IJai^, Queen, or their issue, was subjected XXX. 
to the penalty of misprision of treason. After ^"TT"*^ 
these compliances the parliament was prorogued j and 
those acts, $0 contemptuous towards the Pope, and 
so destructive of his authority, wera passed at the 
very time that Clement pronounced his hasty sentence 
against the King. Henry's resentment against Queen 
Catherine, on account of her obstinacy, was the reason 
why he excluded her daughter from all hopes of 
succeeding to the crown ; contrary to his first inten- 
tions when he begaji the process of divorce, and of 
diq>en8atian for a second marriage. 

Th£ King found his ecclesiastical subjects as com« 
pliant as the laity. The convocation ordered that 
the act against appeals to Rome, together with the . 
King's appeal from the Pope to a general council, 
should be affixed to the doors of all the churches in 
the kingdom: And they voted that the Bishop of 
Rxune . had by the law of God no more jurisdiction 
in England than any other foreign bishop ; and that 
the authority which he and his predecessors had there 
exercised waa only by usurpation, and by the suffer- 
ance of English Princes. Four persons alone op* 
posed this vote in the lower house, and one doubted* 
It passed unanimously in the upper^ The bishops 
went so far in their complaisance, that they took out 
new commissions frdm the crown, in which all 
their spiritual and episcopal authority was exprei^l^ 
afiirmjed to be derived ultimately from the civil 
magistrate, and to be ^tirely dependent on his good 
pleasure ^. 

Tj3£ oath regarding the succession was generally 
taken throughout the kingdom. Fisher Bishop of 
Rochester, and Sir Thomas More, were the only 
persons of note that entertained scruples with regard 
to its legality. Fisher was obnoxious on acqount 



y Collier^s Eccles, Hist, vol. ii. 
T 4 
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CHAP, of some practices into which his credulity, rather 
. XXX. than aiiy bad intentions, seems to have betrayed him. 
^~^~ But More was the person of greatest reputation in 
^^3"^' the kingdom for virtue and integrity ; and as it was 
believed tEat his authority would have influence on 
the sentiments of others, great paiils were taken to 
convince him of the lawfulness of the oath. He de« 
clared that he had no scruple with regard to the sue-* 
cession, and thought that the parliament had full 
power to settle it : He offered to draw an oath him* 
self, which would ensure his allegiance to the heir 
appointed; but he refused the oath prescribed by 
hew ; because the preamble of that oath asserted the 
legality of the King's marriage with Anne, and there- 
by implied that his former marriage with Catherine 
wa^ unlawful and invalid. Cranmer the Primate, 
and Cromwel now secretary of state, who highly 
loved and esteemed More, intreated hki to lay aside 
his scruples ; and thdr friendly importunity seemed 
to weigh more with him than all the penalties attend- 
ing his refusal \ He persisted, however, in a mild 
though firm manner, to maintain his resoludcm ; and 
the King, irritated against hims as well as fisher, 
ordered both to be indicted upcm the statute, and 
committed prisoners to the Tower. 
^dNot. The parliament being asain assembled, conferred 
on the King the title of me only supreme bead on 
earth of the church of England ; as they had already 
invested him with all the real power belonging to it. 
In this memorable act the parliament granted him 
power, or rather acknowledged his inherent power, 
" to visit, and repress, redress, reform, order, cor- 
^ rect, restrain, or amend all errors, heresies^ abuses, 
^' offences, contempts, and enormities, wMch fell 
** under any spiritual authority, or jurisdictbn*.** 
They also declared it treason to attempt, ima* 
gine, or speak evil against the King, Queen, or 

» Burnet, wl. i. p. 156. * 26 H. 8. c. i. 

his 
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his' hdrs, or to endearour depriving them of didr CHAP, 
dignities or titles. They gave him a right to all the X XX. ^ 
annates and tithes of benefices, which had formerly ^\^\.^ 
been paid to the court of Rome. They granted 
him a subfidy and a fifteenth. They attainted More 
and Fisher for misprision of treason. And they 
completed the union of England and Wales, by 
^ving to that principality all die benefit of jhe Eng- 
lish j^ix^. 

Thus the audiority of the Popes, like all exorbi- 
tant power, was ruined by the excess of its acquisi- 
tbns, and by stretching its pretensions beyond what 
it was pbsstble for any human principles or prepos- 
sessions to sustain. Indulgendes had in former ages 
tended extremely to enrich the holvsee ; but bemg 
openly abused^ they served to exate die firft com- 
motions and opposidon in Germany. The prero- 
gative of granting dispensations had also contributed 
much to attach all the Sovereign Princes and great 
families in Europe to the papal authority ; but meet- 
ing with an unlucky concurrence of circumstances, 
was now the cause why England separated herself 
from the Romish communion. The acknowledg- 
ment of the King's supremacy introduced there a 
greater simplicity in the government, by uniting the 
spiritual widi the civil power, and preventing dis- 
putes about limits, which never could exactly be de- 
termined, between the contending jurisdicdons. A 
way wa& also prepared for checkmg the exorbi- 
tances of superstition, and breaking those shackles 
by which all human reason, policy, and industry, 
had so long been encumbered. The Prince, it may 
be supposed) being head of the religion, as well as 
of the temporal jimsdiction of the kingdom, though 
he might sometimes employ the former as an engine 
of government, had no interest, like the Roman 
BontiflF, in nourishing its excessive growth ; and, ex- 
cept when blinded by his own ignorance or bigotry, 

would 
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CHAP, would b^ ^ure to retaki it mitm tolerable limits; 
XXX. and prQveat its abuses. And oil the whole, there 

^""^^yrr^ followed from this revoluticm many beneficial oon* 
^^^^' sequences; though perhape neither foreseen nor in* 
taided by the p^sons who had the chief hand in 
ccmducting it. 

While Hwry proceeded with lo much order and 
tranquiUky m changing the natbnal religion, and 
while his authority seemed entirely secure in England, 
he was held in some inquietude by the stitfe of affiurs 
in Ireland and in Scotland. 

T|iE Earl of Kikkre was deputy of Ireland, und«r 
the Duke of Richmond, the King's natural eon, ^o 
bore the title of lieutenant ; and as Kildare was ac* 
cused of some violences against the £unily of Osscury, 
his hereditary enemies, he was summoned ta answer 
£3r his conduct. He 1^ his authority in the hands 
. of his son, who hearing that bis father was thrown 
into prison, and was in danger of his life, immedi*- 
ately took up arms, and joimng himself to Oneale, 
Ocarrol, and other Irish nobility, conunitted many 
ravages, murdered Allen Archbishop of Dublin, and 
laid siege to that city. Kildare meanwhile died m 
prison, and his son, persevering in his revok, made 
applications to the Emperor, who promised hkm as- 
sistance. The King was obliged to send over some 
forces to Ireland, which so harrassed the rebels, that 
this young nobleman, finding the Emperor tockward 
in fulfilling his promises, was reduced tb the neces* 
sity of surrendering himself prisoner to Lord Leonard 
Gray, the new deputy, brother to the Marquis of 
Dorset. He was carried over to Ei^land, together 
with his five uncles ; and after trial and convicdon 
they were all brought to public jusdce ; though two 
of the uncles, in order to save their family, had pre- 
tended to join the King's party. 

The Earl of Angus had acquired the entire as- 
cendant in^Scotkmd ; and having gotten posaessbn of 

the 
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thfe JBbg^s person, thep in early youth, he was able, CHAP* 
by means of that advantage, and by employing the XXX. 
power of his own family, to retain the reins of go- *— -v-*^ 
vemment. The Queen-dowager, however, his con- ^^^' 
sprt, br^ him great disturbance.^ For having 
separated herself from him, on account of some 
jealousies and disgustsi and having procured a di« 
vorce, she had married another man of quality, of 
the name of Stuart ; and she joined all tne discon- 
tented nobility who opposed Angus's authority. 
James himself was dissatisfied with the slavery to 
which he was r^uced ; and by secret correspondence 
he incited fir^t Walter Scott, then the Earl of Lenox, 
to attempt by force of arms the fredng him from the 
hands of Ang^s. Both enterprises failed of success ; 
but James, impatient of restraint, found means at 
last of escaping to Stirling, where his moth^ then 
resided ; and having summoned all the nobility to 
attend him, he overturned the authority of the 
Douglasses, and obliged Angus and his brother to 
fly into England, where they were protected by 
Henry. The King of Scotland, being now arrived 
at years of majority, took the government into his 
own hands ; and employed himself with great spirit 
and valour in repressing those feuds, ravages, and 
disorders, which, though they disturbed the course 
of public justice, served to support the martial spirit 
of the Scots, and contributed by that means to 
maintain national independency. He was desirous of 
renewing the ancient league with the French nation ; 
but finding Francis in close union with England, and 
on that account somewhat cold in hearkening to his 
proposals, he received the more favourably the ad- 
vances of the Emperor, who hoped by means of such 
an ally to breed disturbance to England. He oflTered 
the Scottish King the choice of three Princesses, 
his own near relations, and all of the name of Mary ; 
his sister the Dowager of Hungary, his niece a 

daughter 
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CHAP, daughter of Portugal, or his cousin the daughter of 
X'XX. Henry, whom he pretended to dispose of unknown 

"^ ~^ ^ to her lather. James was more inclined to the lat- 
o34- jgj. proposal, had it not updn reflection been found 
impracticable ; and his natural propensity to France 
at last prevailed over all other considerations. The 
alliance with France necessarily engaged James to 
maintsdn^peace with England. But though invited 
by his uncle Henry to confer with him at Newcastle, 
and concert common measures for repressmg the ec- 
clesiastics in both kingdoms, and dialung oflF the yoke 
of Rome, he could not be prevailed on, by entering 
England, to put himself in the King's power. Jxi 
, order to have a pretext for refusing the conference, 
he applied to the Pope, and obtained a brief, forl^id- 
dmg him to engage in any personal negociations 
with an enemy of the holy see. From these mea- 
sures Henry easily conclud^, that he could very lit- 
tle depend on the friendship of his nephew. But 
those events took not place till some time after our 
present period. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

Religious Principles of the People'^^-^of the King-^of 
ibe Ministers. — Farther Progress of the Reformation. 
— 5/r Thomas More.— The Maid of Kent.— Trial 
and Execution of Fisher Bishop of Rochester-^of 
Sir Thomas More.-^King excommunicated. — Death 
of Queen Catherine.'— Suppression of the lesser 
Monasteries."^ A Parliament.-'^ A Convocation.^^ 
Translation of the Bible.— Disgrace of Queen Anne 
"^Her Trial-^and Execution."^ A Parliament.-'^ A 
Convocation."-^ Discontents among the People.-^ In* 
surrection.'-^ Birth of Prince Edward^ and Death of 
Queen Janc^-^Suppression of the greater Monasteries. 
'"^Cardinal Pole. 

nPHE ancient and sdmost uninterrupted oppo- cHAP. 
JL sition of interests between the laity and clerey XXXL 
in England, and betwera the English clergy and the ~-~ -^ 
court of Rome, had sufficiently prepared the nation j^l^^^ 
fer a breach with the Sovereign Pontiff; and men principles 
had penetration enough to discover abuses, which of the 
were plainly calcuTat^ for the temporal advantages P^^P^* 
of the hierarchy, and which they found destructive 
of their own. These subjects seemed proportioned 
to human understanding ; and even the people, who 
felt the power of interest in their own breast, could 
perceive thq purpose of those numerous inventions, 
which the interested spirit of the Roman Pontiff had 
introduced into . religion. But when the reformers 
proceeded thence to dispute concerning the nature 

of 
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CHAP, of the sacraments, the operations of grace, the terms 
XXXI. of acceptance with the Deity, men were thrown into 
v- ^y^,i^ amazement, and were during some time at a loss 
'^34- jjQ^ tQ chuse their party. The profound ignorance 
in which both the clergy and laity formerly lived, 
and their freedom from theological altercations, had 
produced a sincere but indolent acquiescence in rer 
ceived opinions; and the multitude were neither 
attached to them by. topics of reasoning, nor by 
those prqudices and antipathies against opponents^ 
which have ever a more natural and powerful influ- 
ence over them. As soon, 'therefore, as a new opi- 
nion was advanced, supported by such an authority 
as to call up their attention, they felt their capacity 
totally unfitted for such disquisitions ; and they per- 
petually fluctuated between the contending parties. 
Hence the quick and violent movements by which 
the people were agitated, even in rhe most opposite 
directions : Hence their seeming prostitution, in sa- 
crificing to present power the most sacred principles : 
And hence the rapid progress during gome time, 
and the sudden as well as entire check soon after, of 
the new doctrines. When men were once settled 
in their particular seqt^, and had fortified themselves 
in a habitual detestation of those who \<^ere deno- 
minated heretics, they adhered 'mth more obstinacy 
to the principles of their educarion ; and the limi^ 
of the two religions thenceforth remained fixed aftfl 
unchangeable. 

Nothing more forwarded the first progress of the 
reformers, than the oflfer which they made, of sub- 
mitting all refigious doctrines to private judgment, 
and the summons given every one to examine the 
prindples formerly imposed upon him. Though, 
the multitude were totally unqualified for this un* 
dertaking, they yet were highly pleased with it. 
They fancied tfiat they were exercising their judg- 
ment^ while they opposed to the prejudices of an- 
lo cient 
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dent amhority, more powerful prqucfices of another cHAP, 
kind. The novelty itself of the doctrines ; the plea- XXXI. 
sure of an imaginary triumph in dispute ; the fervent ^— -v— ' 
zeal of the reformed preachers ; their patience and *^^^* 
even alacrity in suffering persecution, death and tor- 
ments ; a disgust at the restraints of the old religion ; 
an indignation against the tyranny and interested spirit 
of the ecclesiastics ; these motives were prevalent with 
the people, and by such considerations were men so 
generally induced during that age to throw off the 
religion of their ancestors. 

But in proportion as the practice of submitting 
religion to private judgment was acceptable to the 
people, it appeared in some respects dangerous to 
the rights of Sovereigns, and seemed to destroy that 
implicit obedience on which the authority of the ci- 
vil magistrate is chiefly founded. The very prece- 
dent, of shaking so ancient and deep*founded an 
establishment as that of the Romish hierarchy, might, 
it was apprehended, prepare the way for other inno- 
vations. The republican spirit which naturally took 
place among the reformers increased this jealousy. 
The furious insurrections of the populace, excited 
by Muncer and other anabaptists in Germany \ fur- 
nished a new pretence for decrying the reformation. 
Nor ought we to conclude, because protestants in 
our time prove as dutiful subjects as those of any 
other communion, that therefore such apprehaisions 
were altogether without any shadow of plausibility.* 
Though the liberty of private judgment^ be tendered 
to the disciples of the reformation, it is not in reality 
accepted of ; and men are generally contented to ac- 
quiesce implicitly in those establishments, however 
Aew, into which thdr early education has thrown 
them. 

No Prince in Europe was possessed of such abso- 
lute authority as Henry, not even the Pope himself, 

^ Sleidan, lib. 4i & 5. ' 

in 
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CHAP. ^ ^ o"^^^ capital, where he united both the dvil 
XXXI. and ecclesiastical powers "" ; and there was small like- 
lihood that any doctrine which lay under the impu- 
tation of encouraging sedition could ever pretend to 
his favour and countenance. But besides this poli- 
tical jealousy, there was another reason which in^ir- 
ed this imperious monarch with an aversion to the 
reformers. He had early declared his sentiments 
against Luther ^ and having enteced the lists in those 
scholastic quarrels, he had received from his courti- 
ers and theologians infinite applause for his perform- 
ance. Elated by his imaginary success, and blinded 
by a natural arrogance and obstinacy of temper, he 
had entertained the most lofty opinion of his own 
erudition; and he received with impatience, mixed 
with contempt, any contradiction to his sentiments. 
Luther also had been so imprudent as to treat in a 
very indecent manner his royal antagonist ; and 
though he afterwards made the most humble sub- 
missions to Henry, ,and apologized for the vehe- 
mence of his former expressions, he never could 
efface the hatred which the King had conceived 
against him and his doctrines. The idea of heresy 
still appeared detestable as well as formidable to that 
Prince ; and whilst his resentment against the see of 
Rome had corrected one considerable part of his 
early prejudices, he had made it a point of honour 
never to relinquish the remainder. Separate as he 
stood from the catholic church, and from the Roman 
Pontiff, the head of it, he still valued himself cm 
maintaining the catholic doctrine, and on guarding by 
fire and sword the imagined purity of his speculative 
principles. 

Henry's ministers and courtiers were of as.motley 
a character as his conduct; and seemed to waver, 
during his whole reign, between the ancient and the 
new religion. The Queen, engaged by interest bs 
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v^eU as inclination^ favoured the cause of the re- 
formers : Cromwel, who was created secretary of 
state^ and who was daily advancing in the King's con- '"j^"/' 
fidence, had embraced the same views ; and as he 
was a man of prudence and abilities, he was able, V^ry 
effectually, though in a covert manner, to promote 
the bte innovations ; Cranmer, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, had secretly adopted the protestant tenets ; 
and he had gained Henry's friendship by his candour 
and sincerity ; virtues which he possessed in as emi- 
nent a degree as those times, equally distracted with 
faction and oppressed by tyranny, could easily permit. 
On the other hand, the Duke of Norfolk adhered to 
the andent faith ; and by his high rank, as well as by 
his talents both for peace and war, he had great auf 
thority in the King's council: Gardiner, lately 
created Bishop of Winchester, had inlisted himself in 
th^ same party ; and the suppleness of his character, 
and dexterity of his conduct, had rendered him ex- 
tremely useful to it. 

All these ministers, while they stood in the most 
irreconcilable opposition of principles to each other, 
wer^ obliged to disguise their particular opinions, 
and to pretend an entire agreement with the senti- 
ments ot their master. Cromwel and Cranmer still 
carried the appearance of a conformity to the an* 
dent speculative tenets ; but they artfully made use 
of Henry's resentment to widen the breach with the 
see of Rome. Norfolk and Gardiner feigned an 
^assent to the King's supremacy, and to his renunda- 
tion of the Sovereign Pontiff; but they encouraged 
his passbn for the catholic hkh ; and instigated mm 
to punish those daring heretics who had presumed 
to reject his theological principles. Both sides 
hoped, by their unlimited compliance, to bring him 
over to their party: The King, meanwhile, who 
bald the balance between the factions, was enabled 
by the courtship paid him both by protestants and 
catholics to assume aa unbounded authority : And 

VOL. IV, K though 
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C HAP; though in all his measures he was really driven by 
XXXI. his ungoverned humour, he casually steered a course 
^- ~r- ^ which led more certainly to arbitrary power, than 
*^34* jmy which the most profound politics could have 
traced out to him. Artifice, refinement, and hy- 
pocrisy, in his situation, would have put both parties 
on their guard against him, and would have taught 
them reserve in complying with a monarch whom 
they could never hope thoroughly to have gained : 
But while the frankness, sincerity, and openness of 
Henry's temper were generally known, as well as 
the dominion of his furious passions, each side 
dreaded to lose him by the smallest opposidon, and 
flattered themselves that a blind compliance with his 
will would throw him cordially and fully into tlieir 
interests. 

The ambiguity of the King's conduct, though it 
kept the courtiers in awe, ser\ed in the main to en- 
courage the protestant doctrine amoiig his subjects, 
and promoted that spirit of innovation with which 
the age was generally seized, and which nothing 
but an entire uniformity, as well as a steady severity 
in the administration, could be able to repress. 
There were some Englishmen, Tindal, Joye, Con- 
stantine, and others, who, dreading the exertion 
of the King's authority, had fled to Antwerp **, 
where the great privileges possessed by the Low 
Country provinces served, during some time, to 
Farther give them protection. These men employed thertl- 
progress selves in writing English books against the corrup- 
forma^ "^' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^. ^hurch of Rome ; against images, re- 
tion. liques, pilgrimages ; and they excited the curiosity 
of men with regard to that question, the most irA- 
portjtfit in theology, the terms of acceptance with 
the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Luther- 
ans, and other protestants, they asserted that salva- 
tion Was obtained by faith alone ; and that the most 

* Burnet, td. i. p. 159. 

, infallible 
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ikiiaiUible road to perdition "* was a TeUaAce on g^^ G^AP» 
w$rks ; by which terms they understood as well the XXXL 
mOTal duties as. the ceremonial and monastic ob- '- "^"'^ 
servances. The defenders of the ancient religicm, on **'** 
the other hand, msuntained the efficacy oigood vforkt ; 
but though they did not exclude from this appella- 
tion die social virtues, it was still the superstitions 
gainful to the church which they chiefly extolled 
ttd recommended. The books composed by these 
fugitives, having stolen over to England, began to 
make converts every where ; but it was a translation 
of the scriptures by Tindal that was esteemed the 
most dangerous to the established iaith. The first 
edition of this work^ composed with little accuracy, 
was found liable to considerable objecdons ; and 
Tindal, who was poor, and could not afibrd to lose 
a great part of the impression, was longing for an 
opportunity of correcting his errors, of which he 
had been made sensible. Tonstat^ then Bishop of 
London, soon after of Durham, a man of great 
moderation, being desirous to discourage in the 
g^tlest manner these innovations, gave private 
orders for buying up all the copies that could be 
found at Antwerp ; and he burned them publicly in 
Cheapside. By diis measure he suppHed Tindal 
with, money, enabled him to print a new and correct 
editic^i of his work, and gave great scandal to the 
people in thus committing to die flames the word of 
God^ 

The disciples of the reformation met with little 
severity during the ministry of Wolsey, who^ though 
himself a clergyman, bore too small a regard to the 
ecclesiastical order to serve as an instrument of their 

^ Sacrileffiain est et impictat vdle pkcere Deo per opera «t non 
per sokm fidem. Luther advenus regm. Jta tIcIm quam diTea ait 
fiomo Cbristmntiv itve baptitltm, quietxam tolensnoti potest per- 
ittt galotem iuam qoanuacttftqtte pcccatit. Nttlki cnim pMUU 
possunt eum damnare nisi xncredulitas. Id. de cafHvUate BafylonuJL 

f Hall. foi. tS6. Foxt tol« u p. t^9. Burntt, fol. u p. 159. 
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CHA!^. tyranny: It was even an article of impeachmeht 
XXXI. against him «, that, by his connivance, he had en- 
* ' couraged the growth of heresy, and that he had 

protected and acquitted some notorious offenders. 
Sir Thomas More, who succeeded Wolsey as chan- 
inasMore. ^ellor, is at once an object deserving our compas- 
sion, and an instance of the usual progr^s of men's 
saitiments during that age. This man, whose ele- 
gant genius and familiar acquaintance with th^ noble 
spirit of antiquity had given him very enlarged sen- 
timents, and who had in his early years advanced 
' principles which even at present would be deemed 
somewhat too free, had, in the course of events, 
been so irritated by polemics, and thrown into such 
a superstitious attachment to the ancient faith, that 
few inquisitors have been guilty of greater violence 
in thrir prosecution of heresy. Though adorned 
imth the gentlest manners as well as the purest in- 
tegrity, he -carried to the utmost height his aver^on 
to heterodoxy ; and James Bainham, in particular, 
' a gentleman of the Temple, experienced from him 
the greatest severity. Bainham, accused of favour- 
ing the new opinions, was carried to More's house ; 
and having refused to discover his accomplices, the 
chancellor ordered him to be whipped in his pre- 
sence, and afterwards sent him to the Tower, where 
he himself saw him put to the torture, The un- 
ka)>py gentleman, overcome by all these severities, 
abjured his opinions; but feeling afterwards the 
deepest compunction for his apostacy, he openly re- 
turned to his former tenets, and even courted the 
crown of martyrdom. He was condemned as an 
obstinate and relapsed heretic, and was burned in 
Smithfieid^ 

Many were brought into the bishops* courts for 

offences which appear trivial, but which were re- 

-^ garded as symbols of the party : Some for teaching 

Articles of impeachnient in Htrbert. Suniet. 
* Fox. Burnet, vol. t. p. 1 5;. 

thei| 
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their children the Lord's prayer m English; others CHAP^ 
for reading the New Testament in that language, ^X XL^ 
or for speaking agauist pilgrimages. To harbour ^""TctlT^ 
the persecuted preachers, to neglect the fasts of the 
church, to declaim against the vices of the clergy, 
were capital offences. One Thcnnas Bilney, a priest, 
who had embraced the new doctrine, had been ter- 
rified into an abjuration ; but was so haunted by re- 
morse, that his friends dreaded some htal effects of 
his despair. At last his mind seemed to be more re- 
lieved ; but this appearing calm proceeded only from 
the resolution which he had taken of expiating his 
past offence by an open confessicwi of the truth, and 
by d^g a martyr to it. He went through Norfolk, 
teaclun^ the people to beware of idolatry, and of 
trusting for their salvation either to pilgrimages, or 
to the cowle of St. Francis, to the prayers of the 
saints, or to images. He was soon seized, tried in 
the bishop's, court, and condemned as a relapsed 
heretic ; and the writ was sent down to bum him. 
When brought to the stake, he discovered such pa* 
tience, fortitude, and devotion, that the spectators 
were much affected with the horrors of his punish- 
ment } and some mendicant friars who were present, 
fearing that his martyrdom would be imputed to 
them, and make them lose those alms which they 
received from the charity of the people, desired him 
publicly to acquit them' of having any hand in his 
death. He willingly complied; and by this meek- 
ness gained the more on the sympathy of the people. 
Another person, still rnore heroic, being brought to 
the stake for denying the real presence, seemed al- 
lUoSt in a transport of joy ; and he tenderly embraced 
the faggots nvhich were to be the instruments of his 
punishment, as the means of procuring him eternal 
rest. In short the tide turning towards the Bew 

^ Bumetf vol. 1. p. 164^ 
. K 3 doctrine, 
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CHAP, ^loctruie, those seyere exocution^, which, in another 

XXXl/ dispositioa of men's nunds, would have sufficed to 

I- ->> -; suppress it, now served only to diffuse it the nK)re 

^534* among the people, and to mspire them with horiror 

against the unrelenting persecutors. 

But though Henry neglected not to punish the 
protestant doctrine, which he deemed heresy, his 
most formidabie en^Bies, be knew, were the sealous 
sdherents to the anciwt reKgion, chiefly the monks, 
who, having their immediate dependence on the 
Roman Pontiflf, appr^ended their own ruin to be 
the certain consequence of abolishing hi^ authority 
in England. Peytp^ a friar, preacmng bdbre the 
King, had the assurance to te|I him, ^^ That many 
^> lying prophets bad deceived him ; but he, as a 
^^ true Micajah, warned him, that the dogs would 
" lick his blood, as they had 4on^ Abab'sV The 
King took no notice of the insult, but allowed the 
preacher to depart in peace. Next Sunday he em* 
ployed Dr. Corren to preach before him ; who jus. 
tified the Kind's proceedings, and gave Peyto i^ 
appellations of a rebel, a slanderer,* a dog, and a 
traitx>r* Ekton, another friar of the same house, in- 
terrupted the preachcsr, and told him that he wa^ one 
of the lying prophets, ^ho sought to establish fay 
adultery the succession of the crown ; but that he 
Wnwelf would justify all that Peyto had said. Henry 
silenced the petulant friar ; but showed no other 
mark of resentment than ordering Peyto and him to 
be summoned before^ the council, and to be rebuked 
for their offence ^ He evan here bore patiently some 
new instances of their obstinacy and arrogaace: When 
the Earl of Essex, a privy counsellor, told them, 
that they deserved for their offence to be thrown into 
the Thames ; Ekton replied, that the road to heaven 
lay as near by water as by land ^ 

* Stiype, vol. i. p. 167. ' Collier, vol. ii. p. 86. 

Burnet, ToLi. p, 15 !• « Stowe, p. 56a. 

But 
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But sereral monks were detected in a con^iracy, CHAP, 
vrhich^ as it might have proved more dangerous to XXXI. 
the Kkig, was on its discovery attended with more ^^ "~^ 
fatal consequences to themselves. Elizabeth Barton TheHtaid 
of Aldington in Kent, commonly called the holy of Kent. 
Mmd of Kent ^ had been subject to hysterical fits, • 

which threw her body into unusual convulsions ; and 
having produced an equal disorder in her mind, 
made her utter strange sayings, which, as she was 
scarcely conscious of them during the time, hid 
soon after entirely escaped her memory.* The silly 
people in the neighbourhood were struck with these 
appearances, whidi they imagined to be supenuu 
tural ; and Richard Masters, vicar of the parish, a 
designing fellow, founded cm them a project from 
which he hoped to acquire both profit and consider- 
atbn. He went to Warham, Archbishop of Canter* 
bury, then alive ; and having given him an account 
of Elizabeth's revelations, he so far wrought on 
that prudent but superstitious prelate, as to receive 
orders from him to watch her in her trances, and 
carefully to note down all her future sayings. The 
regard paid her by a person of so high a rank soon 
rendered her still more the object of attention to 
the neighbourhood ; and it was ea^ for Masters to 
persuade them, as well as the maid herself, that her 
ravings were in^irations of the Holy Ohost. Kna* 
very, as is usual, soon after succeeding to delusion, 
she learned to counterfeit trances; smd she then 
uttered, in an extraordinary txait^ such speeches as 
were dictated to her by her spiritual director. 
Masters associated with him Dr. Bocking, a canon 
of Canterbury ; and their design was to raise the 
credit of an image of the Virgm, which stood in a 
chapel belonging to Masters, and to draw td it sudi 
pilgrimages as usually frequented the Hiore famous 
images and reliques. In prosecution of this design, 
Elizabeth jMret^kted' revelations^ whdch directed fter 
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CHAP, to have. recourse to that image for a cure ; and being 
XXXL brought before it, in the presence of a great mjfl* 
"^ ~~^~ ^ titude, she fell anew into convulrions ; and after 
'534- distorting her limbs and countenance during a com* 
petent time, she affected to have obtained a perfect 
recovery by the intercession 9f the Virgin \ This 
miracle was soon bruited abroad; and the two 
priests, finding the imposture to succeed beyond 
their own expectations, began to extend their views, 
and to lay the foundation of more important enter-, 
prises. They taught their penitent to declaim 
against the new doctrines, which she denominated 
heresy ; against innovations in ecclesiastical govern- 
ment ; and against -the King's intended divorce from 
Catherine. She went so far as to assert, that if he 
prosecuted that design, and married another, he 
should not be a King a month longer, and should 
not an hour longer enjoy the favour of the Almighty, 
but should ,die the death of a villain. Many monks 
throughout England, dther from folly or roguery, 
or from faction, which is often a complication of 
both, entered into the delusion ; and one Deering, 
a friar, wrote a book of the revelations and pro- 
phecies of Elizabeth °. Miracles were daily added 
to increase the wonder ; and the pulpit every where 
resounded with accounts of the sanctity and inspira- 
tipns of the new prophetess. Messages were car- 
ried from her to Queen Catherine, by which that 
Princess was exhorted to persist in her opposition to 
th^ divorce j the Pope's ambassadors gave encou- 
ragement to the popular credulity ; and even Fisher 
Bishop of Rochester, though a man of sense and 
learning, was carried away by an opinion so favour- 
able to the party which he had espoused ^ The 
King at last began to think the matter worthy of 
ills attention} and having ordered Elizabeth and 

• Stowe, p. 5'jo. Blanquet'i Epitome of Chronicles. 

• Stiype, vol. 1. p. i8i. • Collier, vol. ii. p. 87. 
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her accomplices to be arrested, he brought them CHAP, 
before the Star Chamber, where they freely, without XXX I. 
being put to the torture, made confession of their ^— -r— '^ 
guik. The parliament, in the session held the '^^^ 
beginning of this year, passed an 2lct of attainder 
agsunst some who were ^gaged in this treasonable 
imposture^; and Elizabeth herself, Masters, Bock* 
ing, Deering, Rich, Risby, Gold, suffered fof 
thdr crime. The Bishop of Rochester, Abel, Ad- 
dison, Lawrence, and others, were condemned for 
mi^rision of treason ; because they had not disco- 
vered some criminal speeches which they heard from 
Elizabeth^: And they were thrown into prison^ 
The better to undeceive the multitude, the forgery 
of many of the prophetess's miracles was detected ; 
and even the scandalous prostitution of her man- 
ners was laid open to the public. Those passions 
which so naturally insinuate themselves amidst the 
^i^urm intimacies maintained by the devotees of dif- 
ibr^it sexes, had taken place between Elizabeth 
and her confederates ; and it was found, that a door 
to her dormitory, which was said to have been mira-« 
culously opened, in order to give her access to the 
chapel, for the sake of frequent converse with heaven, 
had been contrived by Bocking and Masters for less 
refined purposes. 

The d^ection of this imposture, attended with so igsS' 
many odious circumstances, both hmrt the credit of 
the ecclesiastics, particularly the monks, and insti- 
gated the King to take vengeance on them. He sup- 
pressed three monasteries of th& Observantine friars ; 
and finding, that little clamour was excited by this 
act of power, he was the more encouraged to lay 
his rapacious hands on the remainder. Meanwhile, 
he exercised punishment on individuals who were 
obnoxious to him. The parliament had made it 
treason to endeavour depriving the King of his 

P 2C Hen. VIIL c. 1 2. Burnet, vol i. p. 149. Hall, foK 220. 
4 Uodwin't Annalsi p*53. 
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CHAP, dknity or titles: They had lately added to hk 
XXXI. other titles^ that of sujn'eme head of the churcli: 
^ "^^ It vas inferred, that to deny his supremacy was . 
^^,P* treason; and many priors and ecclesiastics lost th^ 
Uves for this new species of guilt. It was certainly a 
high instance of tyranny to punish the mere deli- 
very of a polidcal opimon, especially one that no- 
wise affected the King's temporal right, as a capital 
offence, though attended with no overt act: And 
the parliament in passing this law had orerlooked 
all the principles by which a chrilized, ' much more 
a free people, should be governed : But the violence 
of changing so suddenly the whole system of govern- 
ment, and making it tr^son to deny what during 
many ages it had been heresy to as^trt, is an event 
which nuy appear somewhat extraordinary. £ven the 
$tem unrelenting mind of Henry was at fij^t shocked 
with these sanguinary n>easures ; and he went so £akr 
as to. change ws garb and dress ; pretending sorrow 
fen* the necessity by which he was pushed to such ex- 
tremities. Still impelled, however, by his violet 
temper, and desirous of striking a terror into the 
whole nation, he proceeded, by making examples 
of Fisher and More, to consummate his lawless ty- 
rawiy. 
Trial and John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, was a pre- 
of F^fecr k^^^'^^^t for learning and morals, still more than 
Bishop of ^^ ^^ ecclesiastical dignities, and for the high 
Rbches- £iLVOur which he had long enjoyed jnrtth the Kinff. 
ten When he was thrown into prison on account of his 

refiising the oath wjiich regarded the succession, and 
his concealment of Elizabeth Barton's treasonable 
speeches, he bad not only been deprived of all his 
^ev^nues, but stripped of his very clothes, and 
without consideration of his extreme age, he was 
allowed notlung but rag^s, which scarcdy sufficed to 
cover his nakedness ^ In this condition he lay in 

» FuUcrt Church Hist, book v. p. 203. 
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pmon above a twdvemonth ; when the Pope, will- CHAP, 
ing to recompence the sufienngs of so faithful an XXXI, 
adherent, created him a cardinal; though Rsher ^ ^^ '-' 
was 80 indifferent about that dignity, that even if ^^^^* 
the purple were lying at his feet, he declared that 
he. would not stoop to take it. This promotion of 
a man, merely for his opposition to royal autho- 
rity, roused the ind^ation of the King ; and he 
resolved to make the innocent person feel die effects 
pf his resentment. Fisher was indicted for denying ^^d June. 
die King's supremacy, was tried, ^condemned, and 
beheadra. 

The execution of this prelate was intended as a Of Sir 
waming to More, whose compliance, on account Thomaf 
of his great authority both abroad and at home, ^^^* 
and his high reputation for learning and virtue, was 
anxiously desired by the King. That Prmce also 
bore as great personal affection and regard to More, 
as his imperious mind, the sport of passions, was 
susceptible of towards a man who in any particular 
opposed his violent inclinations. But More could 
never be prevailed on to acknowledge any opinion 
so contrary to his principles as that of the King's 
supremacy; and though Henry exacted that com- 
pliance from the whole nation, there was as yet no 
law obliging any one to take an oadi to that pur« 
pose. Rich, the solicitor-general, was senf to confer 
with More, then a prisoner, who kept a cautious 
sil^ce with regard to the supremacy : He was only 
inveigled to say, that any question widi regard to 
the law which established that prerogative, was a 
two-edged sword : If a person answer one way, it 
will confound his soul ; i£ another, it will destroy 
hk body. No more was warned to found an indict- 
ment (H high treason against the prisoner. His 
silence was called malicious, and made a part df his 
crime ; and these words, which had casually dropped 
from him, were interpreted as a denial of the supre- 
II macy. 
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CHAP. macy*. Trials were mere formalities during this 
XXXI. reign : The jury gave sentence against More, who 
^ • ^ had long expected this fate, and who needed no pre* 
^^^35* paration to fortify him against the terrors of death. 
Not cmly his constancy, but even his cheerfulness, 
nay his usual facetidusness, never forsook him ; and 
he made a sacrifice of his life to his integrity, with 
the same indifference that he maintained in any ordi- 
nary occurrence. When he was mounting the scat 
fola, he said to one, ** Friend, help me up, and when 
** I come down again, let me shift for myself.*' The 
executioner asked him forgiveness : he granted the re* 
quest, but told him, " You will never get credit by 
•* beheading me, my neck is so short/* Then laying 
his head on the block, he bade the executioner stay 
till he put aside his beard : *• For," said he, ** it never 
" committed treason.'* Nothing was wanting to the 
glory of this aid, except a better cause, more free from 
weakness and superstition. But as the man followed 
his principles and sense of duty, however misguided, 
his constancy and integrity are not the less objects of 
6th July, our admiration. He was beheaded in the fifty-third 
year of his age. 

When the execution of Fisher and More was re- 
ported at Rome, especially that of the former, who 
was invested with the dignity of cardinal, every one 
discovered the most violent rage against the King ; 
and numerous libels were published by the wits and 
orators of Italy, comparing him to Caligula, Nero, 
Domitian, and all the most unrelenting tyrants of 
antiquity. Clement VII. had died about six jnonths 
after he ^pipnoimced sentence against the King ; and 
Plul III., of the name of Famese, had succeeded to 
the papal throne. This Pontiff, who, while car- 
dinal, had always favoured Henry's cause, had 
hoped, that, personal animosities being buried with 
_ ' his predecessor, it might not be impossible to form 

* More's Life of Sir Thomas More. Herbert, p-393* 
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an agreement with England : And theEng himself CHAP, 
tvas so desirous of accommoclating matters, that in XXXI. 
ft negotiation which he entered into with Francis a ^— -"v-*-* 
little before this time, he required that that monarch '^^^* 
should conciliate a friendship between him and the 
court of Rome. But Henry was accustomed to 
prescribe, not to receive terms ; and even while he 
was negotiating for peace, his usual violence often 
carried him to commit offences which rendered the 
quarrel totally incurable. The execution of Fisher 
was regarded by Paul as so <:apital an injury, that he 
immeduitely passed censures against the King, citing 30th 
him and all his adherents to appear in Rome within ^"S- 
jiinety days,' in order to answer for their crimes : If King ex- 
they failed, he excommunicated them; deprived the con™«»"""*' 
King of his crown ; laid the kingdom imder an intei:- ^*^ ' 
diet ; declared his issue by Anne Boleyn illegitimate ; 
-dissolved all leagues which any catholic Princess had 
made with him ; gave his kingdom to any invader ; com- 
manded the nobility to take arms against him ; freed 
his subjects from all oaths of allegiance ; cut off their 
commerce with fordgn states ; and declared it lawful 
for any one to seize them, to make slaves of their 
persons, and to convert their effects to his own use'* 
But though these censures were passed, they were not 
at that time openly denounced: The Pope delayed 
their publication till he should find an agreement with 
England entirely desperate; and till the Emperor, who 
was at that ttpte hard pressed by the Turks and the 
protestant Princes in Germany, should be in a con- 
dition to carry the sentence into execution. 

The King knew that he might expect any injury 
which it should be in Charles's power to inflict ; and 
he therefore made it the chief object of his' policy to 
incapacitate that monarch from wreaking his resent- 
ment upon him "• He renewed his friendship with 
Francis, and opened negotiations for marrying his 

f Sattnderft, P.-148, ^ Herbert, pji^o, 351. 
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CHAP, infant-daughter^ Elizabeth, with the Duke of An^ 
XXXI. gouleme, third son of Francis. The two mo* 
^"^'^'^^ narchs also made advances to the Princes of the 
^S$5* protestant league in Germany^ ever jealous of the 
Emperor's ambition: And Henry, besides remitting 
them some money, seit Fox E^hpp of Hereford, 
as Francis did Bellay Lord of Langley, to treat 
with them. But during the first fervours of the re* 
formaticm, an agreement in theological tenets was 
held, as well as a union of interests, to be essential 
to a good correspondence among states ; and though 
both Francis and Henry flattered die German 
Princes with hopes of thar embracing the confession 
of Augsburg, it was looked upon as a bad symptom 
of their sincerity, that they exercised such extreme 
rigour against all preachers of the reformation in 
their respective dominions \ Henry carried the 
fdnt so tar, that, while he thought himself the first* 
theologian in the wo^ld, he yet invited over Me- 
lancthon, Bucer, Sturmius, D^co, and other Ger^ 
man divines, that they might confer with him, and 
instruct him in the foundation of their tenets. These 
theologians were now of great importance in the 
world ; and ho poet or philosopher, even in smcierit 
Greece, where diey were treated with most respect^ 
had ever reached equal applause and admiration with 
those wretched composers of metaphysical polemics. 
The German Princes told the King that they could 
not spare their divines ; and as Henry had no hopes 
ci agreement with such zealous disputants, and 
knew that in Germany the followers of Luthear 
would not associate with the disciples of ZuingCus, 
because, though they agreed in every thing else, they 
differed in some minute pardculars with regard to 
the eucharist, he was the more indifferent on ac« 
count of this refusal. He could also forest, that 
even while the league of Smalcalde did not act in 

^ St«]d»n» lib. I a* 
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cdncert with him, they would always be carrieJby CHAP, 
their kiterests to oppose the Emperor: And the XXXL 
hatred between Francis and that monarch was so in- ^— y— -^ 
veterate, that he deemed himself sure of a sincere '^^^' 
ally in one or other of these potentates* 

During these negotiations an incidait happened 1536. 
in England which promised a more amicable con- 
clusion of those disputes, and seemed even to open 
the way for a reconciliation between Henry and 
Charles. Queen Catherine was seized with a linger- 
ing illness, which at last brought her to her grave : 
She died at Kimbolton in the county of Hunting- 6th Jan. 
don, in the fiftieth year of her age^. A little before Death of 
die expired, she wrote a very tender letter to the 9"^" 
King ; in which she gave him the appellation of her n^e/* 
most dear Lvrd^ King^ and Husband. She told him, 
that as the hour of her death was now approaching, 
'she laid hold of this last opportunity to inculcate on 
him the importance of his religious duty, and the 
comparative emptiness of all human grandeur and 
enjoyment : That though his fondness towards these 
peridbable advantages had thrown her into many 
calamities, as well as created to himself much trouble, 
she yet forgave him all past injuries, and hoped that 
his pardon would be ratified in heaven : ^d that 
she had no other request to make, than to recommend 
to him his daughter, the sole pledge of their loves ; / 
and to crave his protection for her maids and servants. 
She concluded with these words, / make this vow^ 
that mine eyes desire you above all things^. The 
King was touched even to the shedding of tears, by 
this last tender proof of Catherine's affection; but 
Queen Anne is said to have expressed her joy for the 
death of a rival beyond what decency or humanity 
could permit ^. 

The Emperor thought that, as th^ demise of his 
aunt had removed all foundation of personal animo- 

* Herbert^ p. 403, ' Burn«f» vol. i. p, 193. 
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CHAP, sity between him and Henry, it might not now be 
XXXI. impassible to detach him from the alliance of France, 
^* — ^■Jp' and to renew his own confederacy with England, 
'^^ • ' from which he had formerly reaped so much ad- 
vantage. He sent Henry proposals for a return to 
ancient amity, upon these conditions ^ ; that he should 
be reconciled to the see of Rome, that he should as* 
sist him in his war with the Turk, and that he should 
take part with him against Francis, who now threatened 
the dutchy of Milan. The King replied, that he was 
willing to be on good terms with the Emperor, pro- 
vided that Prince would acknowledge that the former 
bre^ich of friendship came entirely from himself: 
As to the conditions proposed; the proceedings 
against the Bishop of Rome were so just, and so 
fully ratified by the parliament of England, that they 
could not now be revoked ; when Christian Princes 
should have settled peace among themselves, he would 
not fail to exert that vigour which became him, 
against the enemies of the faith ; and after amity 
with the Emperor was once fully restored, he should 
then be in a situation, as a common friend both to 
him and Francis, either to mediate an agreement be- 
tween them, or to assist the injured party. 

What rendered Henry more indifferent to the 
advances made by the Emperor was, both his expe- 
rience of the usual duplicity and insincerity of that 
monarch, and the intelligence which he received of 
the present transactions in Europe. Francis Sforza, 
Duke of Milan, had died without issue; and the 
Emperor maintained that the dutchy, bang a fief of 
the empire, was devolved to him as head of the 
Germanic body: Not to give umbrage, however, 
, to the states of Italy, he professed his intention of 

bestowing that principality on some Prince who 
should be obnoxious to ii)o party, aiid he even made 
l)fFer of it to the Duke of Angouleme, third son of 
Francis. The French Monarch, who pretended 

* Du Bellay, liv. v. Herbert. Burnet,-vol. iii.' iu Col. N** $o^ 
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that his own ri]|ht to Milan was now relayed npcm CHAP. 
Sforza's death, was content to substitute his second XXXI. 
son, the Duke of Orleans^ in his place ; and the *^ ^^^'^ 
Emperor pretended to close with this proposal. But '^^ * 
his sole intention in that liberal concession was t6 
gain time, till he should put himself in a. warlike 
posture, and be able to carry an invasion into Fran^ 
cis's dominions. The ancient enmity between these 
Princes broke out anew in bravadoes, and in per* 
sonal insults on each other, ill becoming persons of 
their rank, and stiU.less suitable to men of such mif* 
questioned braveryi Charles soon after invaded 
Provence in person, with an army of fifty thousand 
mai ; but met with no succ^^. His army perbhed 
with sickness, fatigue, famine, and other disftsters^ 
and he was obliged to raise the siege of Marseilles^ 
and retire into Italy with the broken remains of 
his forces. An army of Imperialists, near 30,000 
strong, which invaded France on the side of the 
Netherlands, and laid siege to Pei*onne^ made no 
greater progress, but retired upon the approach of a 
French army* And Henry had thus the satisfaction 
to find, both that his ally Francis was likely to sup« 
port himself without foreign assistance, and that his 
own tranquillity was fully ensured by these violent 
wars and animodties on the continent. 

If any inquietude remained with the English court, 
it was solely occasioned by the state of affairs in Scot-? 
kmd. James hearing of the dangerous situatwn of 
his ally Francis, generously levied some forces ; and 
embarking them on boaird vessels which he had 
hired fi>r that purpose, landed them safely in Frances- 
He. even went over in person; and ihaking haste to 
join the camp of the French King^ which then lay in 
Provence, and to partake of his danger, he met that 
Prince at Lyons, who having repulsdl the Emperor, 
was now retuxhmg to his capitaL Recommended 
by so agreeable and seasonable anJnstance: ©f friend^' 

V0I...1V. ' L ship. 
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CHAP, ship, dieting of Scots paid his addresses to Ma^* 
XXXI. dalen, daughter of the French Monarch ; and this 
*^^^^ Prince had no other objection, to the match than 
'•^^ what arose from the infirm state of his daughter's 
health) wluch seemied to threaten her with an ap- 
proaching end. But James having gained the sdF* 
fections of the Princess, and obtained her consent, 
the father would no longer oppose the united desires 
of his daughter and his friend : They were accord- 
ingly married, and soon after set sail for Scotland, 
i«^ere the young Queen, as was foreseen, died in a 
little time after her arrival. Francis, however, was 
afraid lest his ally Henry whom he likewise looked 
on as his friend^ and who lived with him on a more 
cordial footing than is usual among great Princes, 
should be displeased that this close confiederacy be- 
tween France and Scotland was concluded without 
his participation. He therefore dispatched Pom* 
meraye to London, in order to apologise for this 
measure; but Henry, with his usual openness and 
freedom, expressed such displeasure, that he re&sed 
even to confer with the ambassador; and Francis 
was apprehensive of a rupture with a Prince who 
regulated his measures more by humour and passion^ 
than by the rules of political prudence. But the 
King was so fettered by the opposition in which he 
was engaged agsdnst the Pope and the Emperor, that 
he pursued no faither this disgust against Francis^ 
and in the end every thing remained in tranquillity^ 
both on the side of France and of Scotland. 

The domestic peace of England seemed to be ex* 
po^d to xnore hazard by the vioiait innovations in 
religion; and it may be affirmed, diat in this dan* 
gerous conjuncture nothing ^isDired public tran* 
, ^uillity so much as the decisive authority acquired 
by the King, and his great ascendant over all his 
Subjects. Not only the devotion paid to the crown 
was profound during that age : The personal respect 
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ins^ed by Henry was considerable, and even the CHAP, 
terrors with which he overawed every one were not XXXI. 
attended with any considerabie degree of hatred. ^ .-^ 
His frankness, his sincerity, his magnificence, his '^^^' 
generosity, were virtues 'vynich countarbalanced his 
violence, cruelty, and impetuosity. And the im- 
portant rank which his vigour more than his ad- 
dress acquired him in all foreign negociations flattered 
the vanity of Englishmen, and made them the more 
willingly aidure those domestic hardships to which 
they were exposed. The King, conscious of his 
advantages, was now proceeding to the most danger- 
ous exercise of his authority ; and after paving the 
way for that measure by several preparatory expe* 
dients, he vvas at last determined to suppress the 
monasteries, and to put himself in possession of their 
ample revenues. 

The great increase of monasteries, if matters be 
considered merely in a political light, will appear the 
radical inconvenience of the catholic religion ; and 
every other disadvantage attendmg that communioa 
seems to have an inseparable connection with these 
rdigbus institutions. Papal usurpations, the tyran- 
ny of the inquisition, the multiplicity of holidays ; all 
these fetters on liberty and industry were ultimately 
derived from the authority and insinuation of monks, 
whose habitations being established every where, 
proved so many seminaries of superstition and of 
folly. This, order of men was extremely enraged 
agamst Henry, and regarded die abolition of the 
papal audiority in England, as the removal of the 
sole protection which thw enjoyed against the rapa- 
city of die crown and 0/ the courtiers. They were 
now subjected to the King's visitation j the supposed 
tacredness of their bulls from Rome was rejected ; 
the progress, of the refbrmajtion abroad, which had 
efvery where been attended vrith the abolition of the 
aumastic ord«!S, gave theiq reason to apprehend like 
cofi9e(|aence& ia England ; wd dipugh die King still 
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CHAP. mJuntaincd the doctrine of purgatory, to whidh tahst 

XXXI* of the convents owed their origin and support, it waifi 

'"^ *T*^ foreseen, that in the progress of the contest he would 

^^^ * every day be led to depart wider from ancient insti* 

tutions, and be drawn nearer the tenets of the re^ 

formers^ with whom his polidcal interests naturally 

induced him to unite. Moved by these considerations, 

the friars employed all their influence to inflame the 

people against the King's government; and Henry, 

finding their safety irreconcileable with his own, was 

determined to seize the present opportunity, and 

utterly destroy his declared ei^mies. 

Cromwel, secretary of state, had be«i appointed 
vicar-general, or vicegerent j a new oflice, by which 
the King's supremacy^ or the abtolute uncontrollable 
power assumed over the church, was delegated to 
him. He employed Layton, London^ Price^ Gskge, 
Petre, Bellasis, and others, as commissioners, who^ 
carried on every where a rigorous inquiry with re* 
gard to the conduct and deportment of all the friar$« 
During times of faction, especially of the religious 
kind, n9 equity is to be expected from adversaries ; 
and as it was known that the Song's intention in this 
visitation was to find a pretence for abolishing mo-> 
nasteries, we may naturally conclude, that the re- 
ports of the commissioners are very little to be relied 
on* Friars were encouraged to bring in informa* 
tions against their brethren; the slightest evidence 
ivas credited ; and even the calumnies spread abroad 
by the friends of the reformation were regarded as 
grounds of proof. Monstrous disorders are therefore 
said to have been found in many of the religious 
houses : Whole convents of wom6n abandoned to 
lewdness : Signs of abortion procured, of infants 
murdered, of unnatural lusts between persons of the 
ssune sex. It is indeed probable^ that the blind sub« 
mission of the people during those ages would ren* 
der the friars and nuns more unguarded^ and more 
dissolute than they, are in any Roman catholic couxir 

. ; try 
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try at present: But still the reproaches which itjs CHAP, 
»fest to credit, are such as point at vices naturally XXXL 
connected with die very institution of convents, and *^ ~',^ 
with the monastic life. The cruel and inveterato *^^ * 
£ictions and quarrels, therefore, which the com- 
missioners mentioned, are very credible amcHig men^ 
whp being confined together within the same walls, 
never can forget their mutual animosities, and who, 
being cut off from all the most endearing connec- 
tions of nature, are commonly cursed with hearts 
more selfish and tempers more unrelenting than fall 
to the share of other men. . The pious frauds prac- 
tised to increase the devotion and liberality of the 
people, may. be regarded as certain, in an order 
founded on illusion, lies, and superstition. The^ 
supine idleness also, and its attendant, profound ig«^ 
norance, with which the convents were r^oachedy 
admit of no question ; and though n^onks were the. 
true preservers asNwell as inventors of the dr^ming 
and captious philosophy of the schools, no manly or 
elegant knowledge could be expected among mei^ 
whose lives, condemned to a tedious uniformity, and 
deprived of all emulation, afforded nothing to rais^ 
the mind or cultivate the genius. r 

Some few monasteries, terrified with this rigorous 
inquisition, carried on by Gromwel and his commis-v 
sioners, surrendered their revenues into the King's 
hands; and the monks received small pensions as 
the reward of their obsequiousness. Orders were 
given to dismiss such nuns and friars as were below, 
tour and twenty, whose vows were on that account 
supposed not to be binding. The doors of thc^ con-t 
vents were opened, even to such as were above that 
age ; and every one recovered his liberty who desired 
it. But as all these expedients did not fully answ^ 
the King's purpose, he had recourise to his usual in- 
strument of power, the parliament ; and in order to 
prepare men for the innovations projected, the re- 

h 3 po?t 
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port 6f the visitors \fras published, and a general 
horrcH' tlras endeavoured to be excited in the nation 
s^gainst itistimtions which to their ancestors liad been 
the objects of the most profound veneration. 

The King) though determined utterly to abolish 
Ae monastic orders, resolved tb proceed gradually 
A parlia- j^ this great work ; and he gave directions to the 
"*^°^* parliament to go iio farther at present, than to sup- 
press the lesser monasteries, which possessed reve- 
nue^ below two hundred pounds a year \ These were 
found to be the most corrupted, as lying less under 
the restraint of shame, and being exposed to less 
scrutiny ** ; and it was deemed safest to begin with 
them^ tod thereby preparfe the way for the greater 
Sapprcs- innovations projected. By this act three himdred 
lesser mo. ^^^ seventy-six monastenes were suppressed, and 
nastcnes. Aeir revenues, amounting to thirty-two thousand 
pounds a*year, were granted to the King ; be^des 
their goods, chattels, and plate, computed at a 
hundred thousand pounds more% It does not ap- 
^ar that any opposition was made to this important 
law: So absolute was Hairy's authority! A court, 
ealied the coiut of augmentation of the King's re- 
venue, was erected for the management of these 
fukids. The people naturally concluded, from this 
circumstance, that Henry intended to proceed in 
despoiling the church of her patrimonv ^^ 

The act formerly passed, empowermg the King to 

dame thirty-two commissioners for framing a body 

of cancm-law. Was renewed; but the project was 

Acver carried into execution. Henry thought that 

^ tlie present perpl^ty of that law inqres^ hi$ 

• 27 Henry VIIT. c. 28. ^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 193. 

• It is pretended^ see Hc^ingshed, p. 939, tliat ten thousand 
monks weve turned out on the dusolution of the lesser monasteries. 
If so^ most of them must have been mendicants : For the revenue 
could aot have supported near that number. The mendicants» no 
ooubty still qftntinued their former profession. ' 

< 27 Hen. VIII. c. 27. 

authority. 
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authority, and kept the clergy in still greater de- CHAP; 
pendence. XXXI» 

Farther progress was made in completing the ^^ — "^^ 
union of Wales with England ; The separate ju- '^* 
risdiction of several great lords or marchers, as 
they were called, which obstructed the course of 
justice in Wales, and encouraged robbery and pil* 
la^g, were abolished; and the authority of the 
Kmg's coiuts was eictended every where. Some 
jurisdictions of a like nature in England were also 
abolished "" thi^ session. 

The Commons, sensible that they had gained no* 
thing by exposing the King^s will, when he formerly 
endeavoured to secure the profits of wardships and 
liveries, were now contented to frame a law, such 
as he dictated to them. It was enacted. That the 
possession of land shall be adjudged to be in those 
who have the use of it, not in those to whc»n it is 
transferred in trust ^ 

After all these laws were passed, the King dissolved April 
the parliament : A parliament memorable not only '^*- 
for the great and important innovations which it in- 
troduced, but also for the long time it had sitten, and 
the frequaat prorogations wnich it had undergone. 
Henry had found it so obsequious to his will that he 
did not chuse, during those religious ferments, to 
hazard a new election ; and he c<»idnued the same par- 
liament above six years : A practice at that time un- 
usual in England. 

The convocation which sat dmmg this session was A con^o- 
engaged in a very important work, the ddiberatili| ^^»^"- 
on the new translation which was projected of the 
scriptures. The translation given by Tindal, though 
corrected by himself in a new edition, was still com- 
plained of by the clergy as inaccurate and unfaith- 
ful } and it was now proposed to tfiem that they 

« ^^ Hen. VIII. c.4h ' Ibid. c. la 
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CHAP, should themselves publish a translation, which would 

XXXL not be liable to those objections. 

^ ^^^ The friends of the reformation asserted that no- 
^^?/ thing could be n(iore absurd than to conceftl, in an 
unknown tongue, the word of Qqd itself, and thus 
to counteract the will of heaven, which for the pur-? 
pose of univers^ salvation h^ul published that salu- 
tary dpctrine to s^l nations : That if this practice were 
niot very absurd, the artifice at least was very gross, 
^p(| proved a consciousness that the glosses and trar 
ditions of the clergy stood in (Uf^t opposition to th^ 
origiilal text dictated by Supreme Intelligence i That 
it was now necessary for the people, so long abused 
by interested pretensions, to see with their own eyes, 
and to exainine whether the claims of the ecclesiastics 
were founded on that charter which was on all hands 
acknowledged to be derived^ from heaven: And that 
^ a spirit of research and ci^riosity was happily re^ 
vived, and men were now obliged to make a choice 
among^fC{]^t^ding doctrines of different sects, the 
proper ijiaterii^s for dpcision, and above all, the holy 
scriptures,., should be ^et b^ore thpm; and the re- 
vealed will of, God, whi<;h the change pf language 
had soniewhat obscured, be again by ;heir means re< 
yealed; to. ijianl^jl, 

^ Thjp fiiyouref s pf the ancient religion maintained, 
qn the pther h^d, that the pretence of malting th^ 
|M^ple see with fheir oiyn ey^ was a mere cheat, 
and was itself a very gross artifice, by which the 
ne)^ preachers hpped to obtain the guidance of them, 
. and to seduce thepfi from those pastors whom the 
la^sj,, lyhom ancient establishments, whom heaven 
itselif, ; had appointed fof their spiritual ^direction : 
That the people were, by their ignorance, their 
stupidity, their necessary avocations, totally un- 
qualified ; to chuse their own principles ; and it was a 
mockery to set materials before them, of which 
they could not possibly make any proper use : That 
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ev^n in the affairs of common life, and in dior teni- CHAP, 
poral concerns, which lay more within the compass XXXL 
»f human reason, the laws had in a great measure *^ ^ 6^ 
deprived them of the right of private judgment, '^^ * 
and had, happily for their own and the public in- 
terest, xegulated their conduct and behaviour : 
That theological questions were placed far beyond 
the sphere of vulgar comprehension; and ecclesi- 
astics themselves, though assisted by all the advan- 
tages of education, erudition, and an assiduous study 
of the science, could not be fully assured of J^^just 
decision; except by the promise made them in 
scripturiB, that God would be ever present with his 
(rhurch, and that the gates of hell should not prevail 
against her: That the g^oss errors adopted by the 
wisest heathens, proved how unfit men were to grope 
their own way through thi^ profpund darknes? ; nor 
would the scriptures, if trusted to every man's judgr 
ment, be able to remedy; on the contrary, they 
would much augment, those fat^l illusions : That 
sacred writ itself was involved in so much obscurity, 
gave rise to so many difficulties, co^taine^ so many 
appearing contradictions, that it was the most dan- 
gerous weapon that could be intruste4 into the hands 
of the Ignorant and giddy multitude ; That the po- 
etical style in whicl; a great part of it was composed, . 
at the same time that it occasioned uncertainty in the 
sense^ by its multiplied tropes and figures, was suf- 
ficient to kindle the zeal of fanaticism, and thereby 
throw civil society into the most, furious combustion : 
That a thousand sects must arise, which would pre- 
tend each of them to derive its tenets from the scrip- 
ture ; and vibuld be ^ble, by specious arguments, 
or even without specious arguments, to seduce silly 
women and ignorant mechanics into a belief of the 
inost monstrous principles: And that if ever this 
disorder, dangerous to the magistrate himself, re- 
f eiv^ a remedy, it must be from the tacit ac- 
quiescence 
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CHAP, quiescence of the people in some new authority; 
XXXI. and it was evidently better, without farther contest 
^'""^ -^ or inquiry, to adhere peaceably to ancient, and there- 
^^^ ' fore the most secure establishments. 

These latter arguments, bring more agreeable 
to ecclesiastical government, would probably have 
prevailed in the convocation, had it not been for the 
authority of Cranmer, Latimer, and some other 
bishops, who were supposed to speak the King's 
sense of the matter. A vote was passed for publish- 
ing a new translation of the scriptures ; and in three 
years' time the work was finished and printed at 
Paris. This was deemed a great point gained by the 
reformers, and a considerable advancement of their 
cause. Farther progress was soon expected, after 
. such important" successes. 

But while the retainers to the new religion were 
exulting in their prosperity, they met with a morti- 
fication which seemed to blast all their hopes. 
Their patroness Anne Boleyn possessed no. longer 
the King's favour ; and soon after lost her life by the 
Disgrace rage of that furious monarch. Henry had perse- 
^ Queen vered in his love to this lady during six years that 
'"*^' his prosecution of the divorce lasted j and the more 
obstacles he met with to the gratification of his pas- 
sion, the more determined zeal did he exert in pur- 
sumg his purpose. But the affection which had 
subsisted, and still increased under difficulties, had 
not long attained secure possession of its object, when 
it languished from satiety ; and the King's heart was 
apparently estranged from his consort. Anne'^ ene- 
mies soon perceived the fatal change ; and they were 
forward to widen the breach, when they found that 
they incurred no danger by interposing in those de- 
licate concerns. She had been delivered of a dead 
son ; and Henry's extreme fondness for male issue 
being thus for the present disappointed, his temper, 
equally i^olent and superstitious, was disposed to 

make 
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make the innocent motfier ahsWerisibk for the misfoN 
tune ^ But the chief means which Anne's enemies 
employed to inflame the King against her, was his 
jealousy, *^^ 

Anne, though die appeals to have been entirely 
innocent, and even virtuous, in her conduct, had a 
certain ' gaiety, if not levity of character, which 
threw her off her guatd, and made her less circum^ 
ipect than her situation required. Her education 
in France rendered ha: the more prone to those 
freedoms ; and it was with difficulty she conformed . 
herself to that strict ceremoi^ practised in the 
court of England. More vam th^ haughty, she 
was pleased to see the influence of her beauty on all 
around her, and she indulged herself in ^ easy 
familiarity with persons who were formerly her 
equals, and who might then have pretended to her 
friend^ip and good graces. Henrjr's dignity was 
offended with these popular manners; smd though 
the lover had been entirely blind, the husband pos* 
sessed but too quick discernment and penetration. 
Ill instruments interposed, and put a malignant in*- 
teipretatioh on the harmless liberties of the Queen : 
The Viscountess of Rocheford, in particular, who 
was married to the Queen's brother, but whoiivedon 
bad terms with her sister-in-law, insinuated the most 
cruel suspidcms into the King's mind ; and as she was 
a woman of profligate character, she paid no regard 
ether t6 truth or humanity in those calumnies which 
' ^6 suggested. She pretended that her own husband 
was engaged in a criminal correspondence with his 
sister; and, not content with this imputation, she 
poisoned every action of the Queen's, and repre- 
sented each instance of favour which she conferred 
on any one as a token of aflfection. Henry Norris 
groom of the stole, Weston and Brereton gentlemen * 

< Bilrnet, vol. i. p. 19& 

of 
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CHAP, of the King's chamber, together with Mark Smeton 

XXXi. groom of the chamber, were observed to possess much 

^ ~'g^ of the Queen's friendship ; and they served her with a 

■^ * zeal and attachnient which, though chiefly derived 

from gratitude, might not improbably be seasoned 

with some mixture of tenderness for so amiablq at 

princess. The King's jealousy laid hold of the slightest 

circumstsuic?, wd finding no particular object on 

which it could fasten, it vented itself equally on every 

one that came within the verge of itjs fury. 

Had Henry's jealpu^ b^W derived from love, 
though it niight on a sudden have proceeded to the 
most violent extremities, it would have been subject 
to many remorses and contrarieties ; and might at 
last have ^erve^ only to ^u^ent ths^t affection on 
wl4ch it was founded. 3ut it was a more »tem jea^ 
loitsy, fostered entirely by pride : His love was. trans-< 
ferred to another object. Jane, daughter of Sir lohn 
Seymour, and maid of honour to the Queen, a young 
lady pf singula)* beaiity and merit, had obtained an 
^tire ascend^t over him ; an^ he was 4^t9f mined 
to sacrifice ev^ry thing to the gratification pf this 
new appetite. Unlijce to mo^t monarchs, who judge 
lightly of the crime pf gallantry, and who deem the 
young damsels of thejr court rather honoured than 
disgraced by theif* passion, he seldom tt^ought of 
any other attachm^t than that of marriage } and in 
order to attain thi{s end, he underwent more diffi- 
culties, and committed greater crinies, than thosq 
which he sought to avoid by forming that legal con- . 
nectipn. And having thus entertaine4 the design of 
raising hie new mistress to his b^d and throne, he- 
more willingly hearkened to every suggestion which 
threw any imputation of gui|t on the uiuortunate Anne 
Boleyn. 
I si May. The King's jealousy first appeared openly in a tilt-» 
ing at Greenwich, where the Queen happened to drop 
her handkerchief; an incident probably casual, but 

interpreted 
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mtei^reted by him as an instance of gallantry to CHAP. 
some of her paramours \ He immediately retired XXXI. 
from the place ; sent orders to confine her to her ^-^v^-^ 
chamber ; arrested Norris, Brereton, Weston, and '^^ 
Smeton, together with her brother Rocheford ; and 
threw them into prison. The Queen^ astonished at 
these instances of his fiiry, thought that he fneant 
only to try her ; but finding him in earnest^ she re* 
fleeted on his obstinate unrelenting spirit, and she 
prepared herself for that melancholy doom which 
was awaitmg her. Next day she was sent to the 
Tower ; and on her way thither she was informed 
of her supposed offences^ of which she had hitherto 
been ignorant t She made earnest protestations of her 
imiocence; and when she entered the prison she 
fell on her knees, and prayed God so to help her, as 
she was not guilty of the cnme imputed to her. Her 
surprise and confusion threw her into hysterical dis** 
orders; and in that situation she thought that the 
best proof of her innocence was to make an entire 
ccmfession, and she revealed some indiscretions and 
levities which her simplicity had equally betrayed 
her to commit and to avow. She owned that she had 
once rallied Norris oh his delaying his marriage, and 
had told him that he probably expected her when she 
should bjB a widow : She had reproved Weston, she 
said, for his affection to a kinswoman of hers, and 
bis indifference towards his wife : But he told her 
that she had mistaken the object of his affection, 
for it.was herself: Upon which she defied him ' : She 
affirmed that Smeton had never been in her chamber 
but twice, whai he played on the harpsichord : Biit 
she acknowledged that he had once had the boldness 
to tell her, that a look suflked him. The King, in- 
stead of being satisfied with the candour and^sincerity 
of her confession, regarded these indiscretions only 
ds preludes to greater and more criminal intimacies. 



^ Buniet, n>l. i. p. 198. ^ Strype, rol. i. p. 28 1 • 



I 



Op 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I^g HISTORY • OF EIJQLAND. 

CHA.P. Of all diose multitudes whom the beneficeice c7 
XXXI. the Queen's temper had obliged during her prosper* 
^-^"■^^ ous fortune, no one durst interpose between her and 
^^ ' the King's fury ; and the person whose advancement 
every breath had favoured, and every countenance 
had smiled upon, was now left neglected and abanr 
doned. Even her uncle the Duke of Norfolk, pre- 
ferring the connet^ons of party to the ties of blood, 
was become her most dangerous c^emy ; and all the 
, retainers to the catholic religion hoped that her death 
would terminate the King's quarrel with Rome, and 
leave him again to his natural and early bent, which 
had inclined him to maintain the most intimate imion 
with the apostolic see. Cranmer alone, of all the 
Queen's adherents, still retained his friendship for her ; 
and, as far as the King's impetuosity permitted him, 
he endeavoured to moderate the violent jM-ejudices ea^ 
tertained against her. 

The Queen herself wrote Henry a letter from the 
Tower, full of the most tender expostulations, and 
of the warmest protestations of innocence^. This 
letter had no influence on the unrelentmg mind of 
Henry, who was determined to pave the way for his 
new marriage by the death of Anne Boleyn. Norm, 
Weston, Brereton, and Smeton, were tried ; but no 
legal evidence was produced against them» The 
chief proof of their guilt consist^ in a hearsay from 
one I^dy Wingfield, who was dead. Smeton was 
prevailed on, by the vain hopes of life, to confess a 
criminal correspondence with the Queen^ ; but even 
her enemies expected little advantage fnom this con- 
fession : for they never dared to con&ont him widl 
her ; and he was immediately executed ; as were also 
Brereton imd Weston. Norris had been much in. the 
King's favour; and an offer of life was made 
him, if he would confess his crime, 2^ accuse the 

^ See note [G], at the end of the volume. 
' Burnety vol. i. p. 202. 

10 Queen: 
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Queen: But he generously rejected the proposal; CHAP, 
and said, that in his conscience he believed her en* XXXI. 
tirely guiltless : But for his part he could accuse her * — >^"**^ 
of nothing, and he would rather die a thousand deaths '^^* 
than calumniate an innocent person. 

The Queen and her brother were tried by a jury Her trial; 
of peers, consisting of the Duke of Suffolk, the Mar* 
quis of Exeter, the Earl of Arundel, and twenty- 
three more : Their uncle the Duke of Norfolk pre^ 
sided as high steward. Upon what proof or pre^ 
tence the crime of incest was imputed to them is 
unknown: The chief evidence, it is said, amounted 
to no more than that Rocheford had been seen to 
lean on her bed before some company. Part of the 
charge against her was that she had affirmed to her 
minions that the King never had her heart ; and had 
said to each of them apart, that she loved him better 
than any person whatsoever : Whicb was to the slan- 
der of the issue begctten between the King and ber* 
By this strained interpretation her guilt was brought 
under the statute of the 25th of this reign ;. in which 
it was declared criminal to throw any slander upon 
the King, Queen, <»r their issue. Such palpable ab« 
surdities wo'e at that time admitted ; and they were 
regarded by the peers of England as a sufficient rea- 
son for sacrificing in iimocent Queen to the cruelty of 
tbeir tyrant. Though unassisted by counsel, she 
defended herself with pres^ice of mind ; and the 
qpectaiors could not forbear pronouncing her en- 
txrdy innocent. Judgment, however, was given by 
die court, both against the Queen and Lord Roche- 
ford ; and her v^dict contamed, that she should be 
bum^ or bcditeaded at the King^s pleasure. When 
tin dreulEiil sentience was pronounced she was not 
terrified, but lifting up her hands to heavra, said, 
•♦ O Fatbw } O Creator ! thou who art the way ^ 
^* the truth, and the life, thou knowest that I have 
^ not deserved this fate.*' And then turning to the 

judges. 
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CHAP. J4dg^9^^^ ^he most pathetic declarations of lier 

XXXL innocence. 

*- — r^^ Henhy, not satisfied with this cruel vengeance^ 
^^^^* yras resolved entirely to annul his marriage with 
Anne Boleyn, and to declare her issue illegitimate : 
He recalled to his memory^ that a little adFter her 
appearance in the English court some attachment 
had been acknowledged between her and the Earl of 
Northumberland, then Lord Percys and he now 
queistipned that nobleman with regard to these en^* 
gagementst Northumberland took an oath before 
the two Archbishops, that no ccHitract or promise 
of marriage : had. ever passed between them: He 
receiyed die sacrament upon it, before the Duke c^ 
Norfolk and others of the privy council ; and this 
^lemn act he accompanied with the most solemn 
protestations of veracity"*. The Queen, however^ 
was shaken by menaces of executing the sentence 
against her in its greatest rigour, and was prevailed 
on to confess in court some lawful impediment 
to her marriage with, the King". The afflicted 
Primate who sat as judge thought.^ himself obliged 
by this confession to pronounce the marriage null .and 
invalid. Henry, in the transports of his fury, did 
not perceive that his proceedings were totally incon- 
sistent^ and thaf if her marriage were from the be-" 
ginning invalid^ she could not possibly be guilty ^of 
adultery. 

and ex. The Queen now prepared for suffaing th^^eath to 

ccuuon. ^hich she was sentenced. She sent^her fe^ messagife to 
the King, and acknowledged the oblations \i^ch 
she owed him, in h|$ uniformly continuing his endea-- 
>ours for her advancement : From a private gentle* 
woman^ she said, he had first made her a Marchioness^ 
then a Queen, and now, since he could laiseherno 
higher in this world, he w^s sending her to ^.a saint 

«• Herbert, p. 384. * Heylin, p. 94?. 
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&i h^veh. She then renewed the protestadons of CHAP* 
her innocence, 2knd recommended her daughter to XXXL 
his care; Before the lieutenant of the ToW6r, and \.\^^ 
ail i(^ approached her, she made the. like deciara'- ^^ ' 
dons; and continued to behaVe herself with her 
usual serenity, and even with cheerfulness. '^ ^^^e 
** executioner/' she said to the lieutenant, •* is, 1 
** hear, very expert ; and n^y neck is very slender :" 
Upon i^ich she grasped it in her hand, and smiled* 
When brought, however, to the scaffold, she soften-^ lath 
ed her tone a Uttlf with regard to her protestations May* 
of innocence. She probably reflected that the Db^- 
nacy of Queen Catherine, and her opposition to the 
King's will, had much atienated him from the lady 
Mary! Her own maternal concern, therefore, for 
Elizabeth) prevailed in these last moments over that 
indignation which the unjust Setitenige by which she 
steered naturally excited in her. She ^d that she 
was come to die, as she was sentenced by the law : 
She would accuse none, nor say any thing of the 
ground upon which ^e was judged. She prayed 
heartily for the King ; called hin\ a most merciful 
and gentle Prmce ; and acknowledged that he had 
always been to her a good and gracious sovereign ( 
and if any one should think proper to canvass her 
cause, she desired him to judge the best \ She was 
bdieaided by the executioner of Calais, who was 
aent for as more expert than any in England. Her 
body was negfigently thx'owh into a common chest of 
ehn-tree, made to hold arrows, and was buried in 
the Tower. 

The iimocCTce of this unfortunate Queen cannot 
reasonably be called in question. Henry himself, iu 
the violence of his rage, knew not whom to accuse 
as her bver; and though he imputed guilt to her 
birother, and four persons more, he was able to bring 
proof against none of them* The whole tenour of 

* Sutiiet) Tol. i. p« 205. 
voi*. IT. M her 
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CHAP, her induct forbids u$ to ascribe to her an sdxmdcned 

t^^,^^ character, «uch as is implied in the King's accusa* 

1^36. ^^^ • ^^ ^^® ^^®^ ^ ^^^ ^^ all. prudence and sense 

of shame, she must have exposed , herself to detec* 

tion, and afforded her enemies some evidence against 

hen But the King made the most effectual apology 

for her, by marrying Jane Seymour the very day 

after her execution^. His impatience to gratify 

Ihis new passion caused him to torget all regard to 

decency; and his cruel heart was not softened d. 

moment by the bloody catastrophe of a person who 

' had so long been the object of his most tender affec«* 

tions. 

The lady Mary thought the death of her step- 
mother a proper opportunity for reconciling herself to 
the King, who^ be^des other causes of disgust, had 
been extended with her on account of the part which 
she. had taken in her mother's quarrel. Her ad» 
vances were not at first received ; and Henry exacted 
firom her some farther proofs of submission and obe» 
dtence : He required this young Princess, then about 
twenty years of age, to adopt his theological tenets ; 
to acknowledge his supremacy ; to renounce the 
Pope; and to own her mother's marriage to be un- 
lawful and incestuous. These points were of hard 
digestion with the Princess ; but after some delays, 
and even refusals, she was at last prevailed on to write 
a letter to her ftither % containing her assent to 1^ 
articles required of her : Upon which she was re- 
ceived into favour. But notwithstanding the retura 
of the King's affection to the issue of his first marriage, 
he divested not himself of kindness towards the lady 
Elizabeth; and the new Queen, who was blest with 
a ^eular sweetness of disposition, discovered stroi^ 
proofs of attachment towards her. 
8th Jane. Th« trial and conviction of Queen Anne, and the 
A pariia- subsequent events, made it necessary for the King tp 



P Burnety vol. i. p; 20^7. 

4 Ibid. Stffpcy vol. I. p. 285. 
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summon a new parliament: and he, here, in lus CHAP, 
speech^ made a merit to his people, that, notwidi- XXXI. 
standing the misfortunes attendii^ his two former "^ ^- 
marriages^ he had been induced for their good to ^*'^* 
venture on a thu-d. The speaker received this pro- 
fession with suitable gratitude ; and he took thence 
occasion to praise the King for his wonderful gifts of 
grace and nature : He compared him, for justice 
and prudence, to Solomon; for strength and forti4 
tude, to Sampson ; and'for bieauty and comeliness, to 
Absalom. The King very humbly replied, by the 
mouth of the chancellor, that he disavowed these 
praises; since if he were really possessed of such 
endowments, they were the gift of Almighty God 
<»ily« Henry found that the parliament was no less 
submissive in deeds than complaisant in their ex- 
pressions, and that they would go the same lengths 
as the former in gratifying even his most lawless 
passions. His divorce from Anne Boleyn was rati- 
fied ' ; that Queen and all her accomplices were at- 
tainted ; the issue of both his former marriages 
^xrere declared illegitimate, and it was even maule 
treason to assert the legitimacy of either of them ; 
to throw any slander upon the present King, Queen, 
or their issue was subjected to the same penalty ; the 
crown was settled on the King's issue by Jane Sev- 
mour, or any subsequent wife ; and in case he should 
die without children, he was empowered, by his wilT* 
or letters patent, to di^se of the crown : An enor* 
mous authority, especially whoi entrusted to a Prince 
so violait and capricious in his humour. Whoever, 
beu^ required, refused to answer upon oath to any 
article or this act of settlement, was declared to be 
guilty of treason ^ and by this clause a species of po« 

' The parfiament, in aanuUing tbe King's marriage with Amur 
Boleyn, gyre^ this aa a reason, ** For that nis highness had chosen 
*« to wife the excellent and virtuous lady Jane, who for her con- 
•* venient years, excellent heauty, and putenessof flesh and blood, 
«* would be apt, God willing, to conceive issue by his highness.'* 

M 2 lidcal 
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CHAP. Udcal inquisition was established in the Idngdonl, as 
XXXI. well as the accusations of treason multiplied to an 
"^ . "g ~ unreasonable degree. The King was also empowered 
^^ ' to confer on any one, by his will or letters patent, 
any castles, honours, liberties, or franchises ; words 
which might have been extended to the dismembering 
of the kingdom, by the erection of principalities 
and independent jurisdictions. It was also, by ano- 
ther act, made treason to marry, without the Being's 
consent, any Princess related in the first degree to the 
crown. This act was occasioned by the discovery of 
a design formed by Thomas Howard, brother of the 
Duke of Norfolk, to espouse the lady Margaret 
Douglas, niece to the King, by his sister the Queen 
of Scots and the Earl of ^gus. Ho\»rard, as well 
as the young lady, was committed to the Tower* 
She recovered her liberty soon after ; but he died in 
confinement. An act of attainder passed against him 
this session of parliament. 

Another accession was likewise gained to the 
authority of the crown : The King, or any of his 
successors, was empowered to repeal or annul, by 
Jetters patent, whatever act of parliament had been 
passed before he was fonr-and-twenty years of age. 
Whoever maintained the authority of the Bidiop 
of Rome, by word or writ, or endeavoured in zaj 
jnanner to restore it in England, was subjected 
to the penalty of a premunire; that is, his goods 
Were forfeited, and he was put out of the protec- 
tion of law. And any person who possessed any 
office ecclesiastical or civil, or received any grant 
t)r charter from the crown, and yet refused tore- 
ixounce the Pope by oath, was declared to be guilty 
of treason. The renunciation prescribed runs in 
the style of So help me God^ all saintsy and the holy 
evangelists \ The Pope hearing of Aiyie Boleyh's 
disgrace and death, had hoped that the door was. 
opened to a reconciliation, and had be^ quaking 
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some advances to Henry : But this was the reception e.HAP. 
he met *with. Henry was now become indifferent XXXI. 
with regard to papal caisures ; and finding a great ^"^^"-^ 
increase of authority, as well as of revenue, to accrue '^^ 
£rom his quarrel with Rome, he was determined to 
persevere m his present measures. This parliament 
also, even more than any foregomg, convinced him 
how much he <:ommanded the respect of his sub« 
jects, and what confidence he might repose in them. 
Though the elections had been made on a sudden, 
without any preparation or intrigue, the members 
discovered an unlimited attachment to his person and 
government '. 

The extreme complaisance of the convocation, Aeonrd^ 
which sat at the same time with the parliament^ en^ cation, 
couraged him in his resolution of breaking entirely 
with the court of Rome. There was secretly a great 
division of sentiments in the minds of this assembly ; 
icd as the zeal of the reformers had been augmented 
by some late^ successes, the resentment of the catho-* 
lies was no less excited by their fears and losses: 
But the authority of the King kept every one submis- 
sive and silent; and the new assumed prerogative, 
the supremacy, with whose limits no one was fully 
acquainted, restrained even the most furious move- 
m^ts of theological rancour. Cromwel , presided 
as vicar-general ; and though the catholic party .ex- 
pected that, on the fall of Queen Anne, his authority 
would receive a great ^ock, th^y were surprised to 
ignd him still maintain the same credit as before. 
With the vicar-general concurred Cranmer the Pri- 
mate, Latimer Bishop of Worcester, Shaxton of 
Salisbury, Hilsey of Rochester, Fox of Hereford, 
Barlow of St. Dayid's. The opposite faction was 
headed by Lee Archbishop of York, Stokesley Bishop 
of London, Tonstal of Durham, Gardiner of Win* 
Chester, Longlai^d of Lincoln, S)iierbome of Chi^ 

* Bto^t, vol. i. p. a I a. 
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C HAP. Chester, Nee of Norwich, and Kite of Carlisle. The 
XXXI. former party, by their oppositibn to the Pope, se- 
^7^^~ conded the King's ambition and love of power : The 
^^ ' latter party, by maintaining the ancient theological 
tenets, were more conformable to his speculative 
principles : And both of them had ahemately the ad* . 
vantage of gaining on his humour, by whidi he was 
more governed than by either of these motives. 
. The church in general was averse to the reforma- 
tion ; and the lower house of convocation framed a 
list of opinions, in the whole sixty-seven, which they 
pronounced erroneous, and which was a collection 
of principles, some held by the ancient Lollards, 
others by the modern protestants, or Gospellers, as 
they were sometimes called. These opinions they 
sent to the upper house to be censured ; but in the 
preamble pf their representation, they discovered rfie 
servile spirit by which they were governed. They 
said, *^ that they intended not to do or spe2k aoji 
^ thing which might be impleasant to the King, 
■ ^f whom they acknowledgie their supreme head, and 
** whose commands they were resolved to obcyj 
** renoimcing the Pope's usurped authority, with all 
*^ his laws and inventions, now extinguished and 
^^ abolished; and addicting themselves to Aln%hty 
*^ God and his laws, and unto the King and the laws 
^* made within this kingdom V 

The convocation came at last, after some debate, 
.to decide articles of £uth; and their tenets were. <^ 
as motley a kind as the assembly itself,, or rather as 
the King's system of theology, by which they were 
resolved entirely to square their principles. They 
.determined the standsurd of faith to ccmsist in the 
Scriptures and the three creeds, the Apostolic, Ni- 
cene, and Athanasian ; and this article was a signal 
victory to the reformers: Auricular confesdon and 

penance were admitted, a doctrine agreeable to the 

« 

•«'CoBicr, voLJi. p. tip. 
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catholics: No mentioii was made q£ marriage, ex- CHAP, 
treme unction, confirmation, or hohr orders, as sacra- XXXL 
ments ; and in this omission the innaence of the pro- 'V~^ 
testants appeared: The real presaice was asserted, '^' 
conformably to the ancient doctrine : The terms of 
acceptance were established to be the merits of Christ, 
and th« mercy and good pleasure of God, suitably to' 
the new principles. 

So hx the two sects seem to have made a fair par- 
titbn, by alternately sharing the several clauses. In 
firaming the subsequent articles, each of them seems 
to have thrown in its ingredient. The catholics 
prevailed in asserting, th^t the use of images was 
warranted by Scripture ; the protestants, in warning 
the people against idolatry, and the abuse of these 
sensible rq>re6entations. The andent fidth was 
adopted in maintaining the expedience of praying to 
saints ; the late innovations, m rejecting the peculiai" 
patronage of saints to any trsMle, profession, or 
course of action. The former rites ot worship, the 
use of holy water, and the ceranonies practised on 
Ash-wednesday, Fklm-sunday, Good-friday, and - 
other festivals, were still maintained; but the new 
refinements, which made light of these institutions, 
w^e also adopted by the convocation's deajing 
that they had aAy immediate power of remitting 
dn, and by its asserting that thdr sdle merit con^ 
^ed in promoting pious and devout dispo»tbns til 
the mind* 

But the article with regard to purgatory, con* 
tains the most curious jargon, ambiguity, and hed* 
ladori, arising from the mixture of opposite tenetsb 
It was to this purpose: ^^ Siftce accoi^ing to du6 
" order of charity, and the book of Maecabees^ and 
*^ divers ancient authors, it is a very good ]md cha^ 
^< ritable deed to pray for souls departed ; zhd since 
^^ such a practice has been itt^ntuned in die church 
^' from the beginning; all bishops and teachers 
" should instruct the people riot* to be grieved for 

M 4 ** the 
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CHAP. ^^ the continuaiice of the same. But ^ce the placa 
XXXl^ ^^ vrhert^ departed souls are retained, before they 
^- - _-^ ** reach paradli^e, as well as the nature of their 
'^5- « pains> is left imcertain by Scr^ture; all such 
*i ques^onjs are to be submitted to God, to whose 
^^ mercy it is meet and convenient to commend the. 
1^ deceased, trusting that he accepteth our prayers. 
*« for them ^" 

These aiticles, when framed by the convoca'- 
tton, and corrected by the King, were subscribed by 
every menaber pf that iwssembiy ; while, perhaps, 
neither there, nor throyghout the whole kingdom, 
could one man be found, e^^cept Henry himself« 
who had adopted precisely these very doctrines and 
opinions. For, though there be not any contra-. 
diction in the tenets above-m^itioned, it had hap< 
' ^ened in England, as in all countries where factious 
^visions have place) a certain creed was embraced 
by each party ; few neuters were to be found ;. and 
these consisted only of speculative or whimsical pieo^ 
pie, of whom two persons could scarcely be brought 
to an agreement in the same dogmas. The pro- 
testants all of them carried their opposition to, Rome 
farther than those articles : None of the catholics 
went so far : And the King, ^y being able to retain 
the nation \a $uch a fklicate mediuui) di^pi^yed the 
Utraost pQwei? of ^ ipip^ous .despotism, of which 
any history fprnishe^ 9fi ei^impie. Tp change the 
religion of a country, even when ^conded by a 
]^arty, is one of the nu>st perilous ^terpn$es which 
any 'Sovereign can aittempt, and often proves the most 
destructive to royal authority. But Henry was able 
to set the political machine in that funous mover 
mepit, and yet regulate and evq;i gtop its career : 
He could say to it^i Thu^ hr $halt thou go, and no 
£u'ther : And he made every vote of his parliament 
^d convocation subservienf,^ Qot only to his interests 

^ Collier, yoL ii. p.^as, k acq. Fuller. Burnet, vol. i. p.^15. 
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asid pasrions, but eren to his greatest caprices ; nay, c H AP. 
to hi3 most refined and most scholastic subtleties. XXXI. 

The concurrence of these two national assembUes^ '^ ^ ^ 
served, no doubt^ to increase the King^s power over *'^5v- 
|he peopky and ^raised him to an s^uthority more 
absolute than any Prince in a simple monarchy even 
l^y mesu^ of inilitary force is ever able to attain. 
But there are certain bounds beyond which the 
most slavish submission cannot be extended. All 
the lat^ innovations, particularly the dissolution of 
the smaller monasteries, and the imminent danger 
to which all the rest were exposed "", had bred mi^ 
content s^ong the pwple, and had disposed them to 
revolt. The expelled monks, wandering abcHiq 
the country^- excited both the pity and compassion 
of men ; and as the ancient religion took hold of 
the p(^ulace by powerful motives suited to vulgar, 
capacity, it wais; able, uow that it was brought inta 
appar^t hazard, to raise the strongest zeal in its 
favour ^f Discontents had ev^a reached some of the Discon^ 
nobility and gentry, whose ancestors had founded tents 
the monasteries, and who placed a vanity in those J^^^ 
in^tudons, as well as reaped some benefit from pie. 
^em, by the provisions which they afforded them for 
their younger children. The more superstitious were 
interested for the souls of thdr forefathers, which, 
they believed, must pow li^ during many ages in 
t|ie tormenjs of purgatory, for want of masses to 
relieve them. It seemed unjust to abolish pious 
institutions for the faults, real or pretended, of in*- 
dividuals. Even ^he most moderate and reasonable 
de^m^ it somewhat iniquitous, that men who had 
been invited into a course of life by all the laws hu«- 
nupi an4 divine which prevailed in their country, 
should- bQ turned ouf of their possessions, and so 
little care be taken of their future subsistence* 
And when it was observed, that the rapacity and 

^ See note [H], at the end af the Tolumc* 
^Stiype, voUi. p«a49- 

bribery 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

bribery of the commissbnerd and others; employed 
in visiting the monasteries, intercepted much of the 
profits resultmg from these confiscations, it tended 
^^' much to increase the general disccmtent *. 

But the people did not break into open sedition till 
the conmlaiiits of the secular cfergy concurred with 
those of^the regular. As Cromwel's person was 
little acceptable to the ecclesiasdcs ; the authority 
iHrhich he exercised being so new, so absolute, so un- 
limited^ inspired them with iSsgust and ta*ror. He 
published, in the King's name, without the coilsent- 
either of parliament or convocation, an ordinance by 
which he retrenched many of the ancient holklays ; 
prohibited several superstitions gainful to the clergy, 
such as pilgrimages, images, reliques ; and even or*' 
dered the incumbents in the parishes to set apart 
a comiderable pcartion of their revenue For repairs, 
and for the support of exhibitioners and the poor of 
their parish. The secular priests, finding themselves 
thus reduced to a grievous servitude, instilled inta 
(he people those discontents which they had long 
harboured in their own bosoms. 

The first rising was in Lincolnshire. It was 
headed by Dr. Mackrel, prior of Barlings, who was 
disguised like a mean mechanic, and who bore the 
Iiiittrrec<- name of Captain Cobler. This tumultuary army 
tion. amounted to above 20,000 men* ; but notwithstand- 
ing their number, they shewed Uttle disposition of 
proceeding to extremities against the King, and seemed 
still overawed by his authority. They acknow- 
ledged him to be supreme head of the church of 
England; but thev complained of suppressmg the 
monasteries, of evil counsellors, of persons meanly 
bom raised to dignity, of the danger to which the 
jewels and plate of their parochial churches were 
exposed: And they prayed the King to consult the 

» Burnet^ vo}. i. p. 223. • Ibid. p. 227. Herbert. 
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noUlky of the realm concerning the redress o^ these CHAP, 
grievances ^«^ Henry was little disposed to entertain XXXI. 
24>prehension8 of danger, especially from a low mul- ~ ' ~^ 
titude, whom he despised. He sent forces aeainst ^^^^^. 
the rd>els, imder the command of the Duke of Suf* 
folk } .and he returned them a very sharp answer to^ 
their petition. There were some gentrv, whom the ^ 

populace had constrained to take part with them, and 
who kept a secret correspondence \^th Suffolk. 
Th^y informed him, that resentment against the 
King's reply was the chief cause which retained 
the malcontents in arms, and that a milder an- 
swer would probably suppress the rebellion. Heniy 
had levied a great force at London, with whicn 
he was preparing to march against the rdbels; and 
being so well supported by power, he thought that^ 
without losing his dignity, he might now show them 
some greater condescension. He sent a new procla^ 
mation, requirmg them to return to their obedience, 
with secret assurances of pardon. This expedient 
had its effect : The populace was dispersed : Mack- 
rel and some of their leaders fell into the King's 
hands, and were executed : The greater part of the 
multitude retired peaceably to their usual occupations : 
A few of the more obstinate fled to the north, 
where they joined the insurrection that was raised in 
diose parts. 

The northern rebels, as they were more nume^ 
rous, w^ere also on other accounts more formidable 
than those of Lmcolnshire; because the people were 
there more accustomed to arms, and because of 
their vicinity to the Scots, who might make advan^ 
tage of these disorders. One Aske, a gentleman, 
hsMi taken the command of them, and he possessed 
the art of governing *the populace. Their enters- 
prise they called the Pilgrimage of Grace: Some 
priests marched before in the habite of their cHrder, 



^Herbert, p. 410. 
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CHAP, carrying crosses in their hands: In their banners was 
XXXI. woven a crucifix, with the representatbn of a chalice, 
^ '^^^ -^ and of the five wounds of Christ *= : They wore on 
^ V^ * thdr sleeve an emblem of the five wounds, with the 
name of Jesus wrought in the middle: They all 
took an oath, that they had entered into the pilgrim- 
age of grac^ firom no other motivie than their love to 
God, their care of the King's person and issue, 
their desire of purifying the nobility, of driving base- 
bom persons from about the King, of restoring the 
church, an4 of suppressing heresy. Allured by these 
fair pretences, about 40,000 men from the coimtie^ 
of York, Durham, Lancaster, and those northern 
provinces, flocked to thdir standard ; and tfadr zeal, 
np less than thdr numbers, inspired the court with 
apprehensions* 

The Earl of Shrewsbury, mpved by his regard for 
» the King's service, raised forces, though at first with- 

out any commission, in order to oppose the rebels. 
The Earl of Cumberland repulsed them from his 
castle of Skipton : Sir Ralph Evers defended Scar? 
^ borough-castie agsunst them ^ : Courtney Marquis of 
Exeter, the King's cousin-german, obeyed orders 
from court, and levied troops. The Earls of Hunt- 
ingdon, Derby, and Rutland, imitated hi^ example* 
The rebels, however, prevailed in taking both HuU 
and York : They had laid siege to Pomfiret^caatlei 
into which the Archbishop of York and Lord Darcy 
had thrown themselves. It was soon surrendered to 
them ; and the prelate and nobleman, who secretly 
wished success to the insurrection, seemed to yield 
to the force imposed on th^m, and joined the rebels. 

The Duke of Norfolk was appointed general of 
the King's forces against the northern rebels ; and as 
he headed the party at court which supported the 
ancient religion, he was also suspecjted of bearing 
some favour to the cause which he was i^ent to op- 

^ Fox, ToL ii. p. 992* ^ StoWf, p.574. Baker, p. 358, 
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|)6$e. Hia prudent conduct, however, seems to CHAP, 
acquit him of this imputation. He encamped near XXXI. 
Doncaster, together with the Earl of Shrewsbury ; ^ 
and as his army was small, scarcely exceeding five 
,thousand men, he made choice of a post where he 
had a river in front, the ford of which he purposed tj^ 
defend against the rebels. They had intended to at- 
tack him in the morning j but during the night 
there fell such violent rains as rendered the river 
utterly impassable ; and Norfolk wisely laid hold of 
the opportunity to enter into treaty with them. In 
order to open the door for negotiation, he sent 
them a herald; whom Aske, their leader, received 
with great ceremony ; he himself sitting in a chair of 
state, with the Archbishop of York on one hand, 
and Lord Darcy on the other. It was agreed that 
two gentlemen should be dispatched to the ICing with 
proposals from the rebels ; and Henrv purposely de- 
layed giving an answer, and allured tfiem with nopes 
or entire satisfaction, in expectation that necessity 
would soon oblige them to disperse themselves. 
Being informed that his artifice had in a great 
measure succeeded, he required them instantly to lay 
down thdr arms, and submit to mercy ; promising a 
pardon to all, except six whom he named, and four 
whoni he reserved to himself the powef of naming. 
But though the greater part of the rebels had gone 
home for want of subsistence, they had entered in- 
to the most solemn engagements to return to their 
standards, in case the King's answer should not 
prove satisfactory. Norfolk, therefore, soon found 
himself in the same difficulty as before; and he 
opened again a negotiation with the leaders of the 
multitude. He engaged them to send three Ijundred 
persons to Doncaster, with proposals for an accom- 
modation ; and he hoped, by intrigue and separate 
interests, to throw dissension among so great a num- 
ber. Aske himself had intended to be one of the de- 
YmtieSy and hsf required a hosta;ge for his security : 

I But 
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CHAP. But the King, when consulted, replied, that he knew 
XXXI. no gentleman, or other, whom he esteemed so little 
■^^-T -'' as to put him in pledge for such a villain. The de- 
•'^^ ' mands of the rebels were so exorbitant, that Norfolk 
rejected them : and they prepared again to decide th^ 
contest by arms. They were as formidable as ever, 
flk>th by their numbers and spirit ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the small river which lay between them and the 
royal army, Norfolk had great reason to dread the 
effects of their fury. But while they were preparing 
to pass the ford, rain fell a second time in such abun- 
dance, as made it impracticable for them to execute 
their design ; and the populace, partly reduced to ne- 
cessity by want of provisions, partly struck with 
superstition at being thus again disappointed by 
the same accident, suddenly dispersed themselves. 
The Duke of Norfolk, who had received powers 
for that end, forwarded the dispersion by the pro- 
mise of a general amnesty; and the King ratified 
9th Dec. this act of clemency. He published, however, a 
manifesto against the rebels, and an answer to their 
complaints ; in which he employed a very lofty style, 
suited to so haughty a monarch. He told them^ 
that they ought no more to pretend giving ^ 
judgment with regard to government, than a blin4 
man with regard to colours : ^^ And we," he added, 
** with our whole council, think it right Strang 
^' that ye, who be but brutes and inexpert folk, do 
^^ take upon you to appoint us, who be meet or not 
** for our council.'* 

As this pacification was not likely to be of long 
continuance, Norfolk was ordered to keep his army 
together, and to march into the northern parts, 19 
order to exact a general submission. Lord Darcy, 
as well as Aske, was sent for to court; and th^ 
former, upon his refusal or delay to appear, was 
thrown into prison. Every place was full of jealousy 
and complamts. A new insurrection broke put, 
headed by Musgrave and Tilby, and the rebek 
10 besieged 
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besieged Carlisle whh 8000 men. Being repulsed CHAP, 
by that city, they were encountered in their retreat XXXI, 
by Norfolk, who put them to flight; and having * '~^~ -^ 
made {Prisoners of all their officers except Mus- '^'^' ' 
grave, who escaped, he instantly put them to death 
by martial-law, to the number of seventy persons. 
An attempt made by Sir Fituicis Bigot and Halam, 
to surprise Hull, met with no better success; and 
several other risings were suppressed by the vigi- 
lance of Norfolk. The King, enraged by these mul- 
tiplied revolts, was determined not to adhere to the 
general pardon which he had granted ; and from a 
movement of his usual violence, he made the inno- 
cent suffer for the guilty. Norfolk, by command 
from his master, spread the royal banner, and 
wherever he thought proper executed martiaMaw 
in the punishment of offenders. Besides Aske, 
leader of the first msurrection. Sir Robert Constable, 
Sir John Bulmer, Sir Thomas Percy, Sir Stephen 
Hamilton, Nicholas Tempest, WUliam Lumley, 
and many others, were thrown into prison ; and 
most of th^m were condemned and executed. Lord 
Hussey was found guilty as an accomplice in the 
insurrection of Lincolnshire, and was executed at 
Lincoln. Lord Darcy, though he pleaded com- 
pulsion, ^nd appealed for his justification to a long 
life q)ent in the service of the crown, was beheaded 
on Tower-hill. Before his execution, he accused 
Norfolk of having secretly encouraged the rebels ; 
but Henry, either sensible of that nobleman's ser- 
vkes, and convinced of his fidelity, or afraid to 
ofiend one of such extensive power and great capa- 
city, rejected the information. Being now satiated 
with punishing the rebels, he published anew a ge- 
neral pardon, to which he faithfully adhered % and 
he erected by patent a court of justice at York, for 
deciding lawsuits in the northern counties: A de*- 
mand which had been made by the rebels. 

« Herbert, p. 428. 

Soon 
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pHAP. Soon after this prosperous success, an dvent Ka|i* 

XXXL pened which crowned Henry's joy, the birth of a 

^ '-" son, who was baptised by the name of Edward* 

Oct.^Ji. ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ happiness without alloy : Th* Queen 

Birth of died two days after ^ But a son had so long been 

Prince ardently wished for by Henry, and was now become 

^^aT\ ^^ necessary, in order to prevent disputes with .re^ 

•ofQuttsn &^^ ^^ ^^^ succession, after the acJts declaring the 

Jane, two Princesses illegitimate^ that the King's afHiction 

was drowned in his joy, and he exprested great 

satisfaction on the occasion. The Prince, hot six 

days old, was created Prince of Wales, Duke of 

Comwal, and Earl of Chester* Sir Edward Sey* 

mour, the Queen's brother, formerly made Lord 

Beauchamp, was raised to the dignity of Earl of 

Hertford. Sir William Fitz- Williams, high ad* 

miral, was created Earl of Southampton, Sir Wil* 

liam Paulet, Lord St% John ; Sir John Russel, Lord 

RusseL 

1538. The suppression of the rebellion^ and the bitth 

of a son, as they confirmed Henry's authority at 

home, increased Ris consideration among foreign 

Princes, and made his alliance be courted by all 

parties. He mamtained, however, a neutrality in 

. the wars, which were carried on with Various sue*- 

cess, and without any decisive events between 

Charles and Francis; and though inclined more tn 

favour the latter, Jie determined not to incur, with* 

out necessity, either hazard or expence on his 

account. A truce, Concluded about this time be^ 

tween these potentates, and afterwards prolonged 

for ten years^ freed him from all anxiety on account 

of his ally, ^nd re-established the tranquillity of 

Europe. 

Henry continued desirous of cementing an union 
with the German protestants ; and for that purpose 
he s^nt Christppher Mount to a congress which they 

• ^ Strjrpe, vol. li. p. 5, 
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held at Brunswick; but that minister made no great CHAP, 
progress in his negotiation. The Princes wished to XXXI. 
inow what were the articles in their confession which ^ ~"~ ^ 
Henry disliked ; and they sent new ambassadors to ^' * 
him, who had orders both to negotiate and to dispute. 
They endeavoured to convince the Bang that he was 
guilty of a mistake in administesing the eucharist in ~ 
one kind only, in allowing private masses, and in 
requiring the celibacy of the clergy «. Henry would 
by no means acknowledge any error in these particu- 
lars ; and was displeased that they should pretend to 
prescribe rules to so great a monarch and theologian. 
He found argument^ and syllogisms enow to defend 
his cause : and he dismissed the ambassador without 
coming to any conclusion. Jealous also lest his own 
subjects should become such theologians as to ques- 
.tion his tenets, he used great precaution in publish- 
ing that translation of the scripture which was finished 
this year. He would only allow a copy of it to be 
deposited in some parish churches, where it was 
fixed by a chain : And he took care to inform the 
people by ]>rodamation, '^ That this indulgence was 
^' not the effect of his duty, but of his goodness and 
*' his liberality to them ; who therefore should use it 
*^ moderately, for the increase of virtue, not of 
^^ strife : And he ordered that .no man should 
*' read the Bible aloud, so as to disturb the priest 
*^ while he sang mass, nor presume to expound 
^^ doubtful places without advice from the learned." 
Jn this measure, as in the rest^ he still halted half 
way between the catholics and the protestants. 

There was only one particular in which Henry was 
quite decisive ; because he was there impelled by his 
avarice, or, more properly speakipg, his rapacity^ 
the consequence of his profusion. This measure Suppret- - 
was, the entire destruction of the monasteries: "ono^the 

greater 
«ColUer, voLii. p.Uc. From the Cott. Lib. Cleopatra, ^omste* 
E. 5. foLi73. "*'* 

VOL. IV. N The 
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CHAP, The present opportunity seemed iavotlrable for 
XXXI. that great enterprise, while the suppression of the 
*^ g\m~' fate rebellion fortified and encreased the royal au- 
^^ ' thority ; and as some of the abbots were suspected 
of having encouraged the insurrection, and of Cor- 
respondmg with the rebels, the King's resentment 
was farther incited by that motive/ A new visitation 
was appointed of all the monasteries in England ; and 
a pretence only being wanted for their suppression, it 
Was easy for a Prince, possessed of such unlimited 
power, and seconding the present humour of a 
great part of the nation, to find or feign one. The 
abbots and monks knew -the danger to which they 
were eisposed ; and having learned, by the example of 
the lesser monasteries, that nothing could withstand 
the Bjng's will, they were most of them kiduced, 
in expectation, of better treatment, to make a vo- 
luntary resignation of their houses. Where promises 
failed of eroct, menaces, and even extreme violence, 
were employed ; and as several of the abbots ance 
the breach with Rome had been named by the court 
with a view to this event, the King's intentions were 
the more easily effected. Some also, having secretly 
embraced the doctrine of the reformation, were glad 
to be freed from their vows j and on the whole, the 
design was conducted widi such success, that in less 
than two years the King had got possession of all the 
monastic revenues. 

In several places, particularly in the county of Ox- 
ford, great interest was made to preserve some con- 
vents of women, who, as they lived in the most irre- 
proachable manner, justly merited, it was thought, 
that their houses should be saved from the g^eral 
destruction**. There appeared iBilso great difference 
between the case of nuns and that of friars ; adid the 
one institution might be laudable, while t4ie oA^ 
was exposed to much blame. The males of all ranks, 

*>Burnel, voLi. p.4s8. 

if 
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if endowed with industry, might be of service to the C H AP. 
imblic ; aad none of them could want employment XXXI. 
suited to his station and capacity. But a womaA erf "^^^^ 
family who failed of a settlement in the marriage ^^^* 

. state, an aoddent to which such persons were more 
liable than women of lower station, had really no 
rank which she properly filled ; and a convent was a 
retreat both honourable and agree2d>le, from the inu- 
tility and often want which attended her situation. 
But the King was determined to abolish monas- 
teries of every denomination ; and probably thought 
that these andent establishments would be die sooner 
Ibrgotten, if no r^nains of them of any Jdnd were 
allowed to subsist in the kingdom. 

Th£ better to recondle the people to this great* 
inoovatbn, stories were propagated of the detestable 
lives of the fiiars in many of tfa& convents ; and great 
care was taken to defiime those whom the court had 
determmed to ruin. The reliques also, and other 
superstitions^ wUch had so long been the object of 
the people's veneration, were exposed to thek ridi- 
cule $ aad the religious ^icit, now less bent on ex- 
terior observances and sensible objects, was encou- 
raged in thi^ new dir^on. It is needless to be 
prolix in an enumeration of particulacs : Protestant 
historians mention on tl;iis occasion, with great tiv 
Ufliph, the sacred repositories of convents; the pac- 
ings of St. Edmond^iB toes ; some of the coals that 
roasted St Laurence ; die gurdk of die Vicgin shewn 
in eleven several places ; two or three heeds of Bt. 
Uisnla; the, felt of St. Thomas of l^ancaster, an 

' ]n£dlible cure &>r the head-ach ; part of St. Tfaon^as 
of Ounterbury's shirt, nuidi reverenced by big-bel- 
Msd women ; .some xeliqiKS, an excellent prevendve 

Bgamst rain; otbers, a remedy to weeds in :corn. 
S^ snch fooleries, as they are to be found in all 
ages and nations, and even took place during the 
most refined periods of antiquity, form no particu- 
lar or vbleht reproach to the catholic religion. 

n: 2 There 
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CHAP. There were also discovered, or said to be discO'- 
XXXI. vered, in the monasteries, some impostures of a more 
^~^^^ artificial nature. At Hales in the county of Gloces- 
'^3 • ter there had been shown, during several ages, the 
blood of Christ brought from Jerusalem ; and it is 
easy to imagine the veneration with which such a re- 
lique was regarded. A miraculous circumstance also 
attended this miraculous relique ; the sacred blood 
was not visible to any one in mortal sin, even when 
set before him ; and till he had performed good works 
sfufEdent for his absolution, it would not deign to 
discover itself to him. At the dissolution of the mo- 
nastery the whole contrivance was detected. Two 
of the monks who were let into the secret had taken 
the btood of a duck, which they renewed every 
week : They put it into a phial, one side of which 
consisted of thin and transparent chrystal, the other^ 
of thick and opaque. When any rich pilgrim arrived, 
they were sure to ^lew him the dark side of the 
phial, tMl masses and offerings had expiated his of- 
fences ; and then finding his money, or patience, or 
£dth, nearly exhausted, they made him happy by 
turning the phial *• 

A MIRACULOUS crucifix had been kept at Boxley 
in Kait, and bore the appellation of the Rood of 
-Grace. The lips, and eyes, and head of the image 
moved on the approach of- its votaries. Hilsey 
Bishop of Rochester broke the crucifix at St. Paul's 
cross, and shewed to die whole people the springs and 
wheels by which it had been secretly, moved. A 
great wooden idol revered in WaleSj called Darvel 
Gatkerin, was brought to London, .and cut in 
pieces : And by a cruel refinement in vengeance it 
was employed as fuel to bum friar Forest'^, who was 
punished for denying the supremacy, and for some 
j)retended heresies. A linger of St. Andrew, covered 

* Herbert^ p.43i, 432. Stowe, p. 575. 

* Goodwin's Annals. Stowe, p.575. Herbert. Baker, 
p. 286. 

with 
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with a thin plate of silver, had been pawned by a CHAP, 
convent for a debt of forty pounds ; but as the XXXI. 
King's commissioners refused to pay the debt, people '" '^~ -' 
made themselves merry vnth the poor creditor on ac- ^^^ * 
count of the pledge. 

But of all the.instruments of ancient superstition 
no one was so zealously destroyed as the shrine of 
Thomas a Becket, commonly called St. Thomas 
of Canterbury. This saint owed his canonization 
to the zealous defence which he had made for cleri- 
cal privileges; and on that account^ also the mcmks 
had extremely encouraged the devotion of pilgrim-^ 
ages towards his tomb ; and numberless were the 
miracles which they pretended his reliques wrought 
in favour of his devout votaries. They raised his 
body once a year ; and the day on which this cere- 
mony was performed, which was called the day of 
his translation, was a general holiday : Every fiftieth 
year theie was celebrated a jubilee to his honour, 
which lasted fifteen days : Plenary indulgences were 
then granted to all that visited his tomb; and a 
hundred thousand pilgrims have been registered at 
a time in Canterbury. The devotion towards him 
bad quite eflFaced in that place the adorati(m of the 
Deity ; nay, even that of the Virgin. At God's 
altar, for instance, there were offered in one year 
three pounds two shillings and six-pence ; at the 
Virgin's, sixty-three pounds five shillings and six- 
pence ; at St. Thomas's, eight hundred and thirty-^ 
two pounds twelve shillings and three-pence. But 
next year the disproportion was still greater : There 
was not a penny offered at God's altar ; the Virgin's 
gained only four pounds one shillinff^ and eight* 
pence ; but St. Thomas had got, for his share, nine 
hundred and fifty-four pounds six shillings and 
three-pence ^ Lewis VII. of France had made a 
pilgrimage to this miraculous tomb, and had be- 

^ Burnety yoL i. p. 244. 

N 3 Stowed 
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CHAP stowed on the shrine a jewel, esteemed the richest in 

XXXL Christendom. It is evident how obnoxious to Henry 

'~ ^'g^' a saint of this character must appear, and how con- 

^^ ' trary to all his projects for degrading the authority 

of the court of Rome. He not only pillaged the 

rich shrine dedicated to St. Thomas : He made the 

samt himself be cited to appear in court, and be 

tried and condemned as a traitor : He ordered his 

name to be struck out of the calendar ; the office for 

his festival to be expunged from all breviaries ; his 

bones to be burned, and the ashes to be thrown in 

the air. 

On the whole, the King at diflfierent times sup- 
pressed six hundred and forty-five monasteries : Of 
which twenty-eight had abbots that enjoyed a seat in 
parliament. Nmety colleges were demolished in 
several counties; two thousand three hundred and 
seventy-four chantries and free chapels: A him- 
dred and ten hospitals. The whole revenue of these 
establishments amounted to one hundred and ^ty- 
one thousand one hundred pounds "*. It is worthy of 
observation, that ^11 the lands and possessions and 
revenue of England had a little before this period 
been rated at four millions a year ; so that the reve- 
nues of the monks, even comprehending the lesser 
monasteries^ did not exceed the twentieth part of the 
national Income : A sum vastly inferior to what is 
commonly apprehended. The lands belonging to 
the convents were usually let at very low rent ; and 
the farmers, who regarded themselves as a species of 
proprietors, took alv^ys care to renew their leases 
before they expired ". 

Great muxmurs were every where excited oa 
account of these violences; and men much ques-' 
tioned whether priors and monks, who were only 
trustees or tenants k>T life, could, by any deed^ how-^ 

'^ Lord Herbert, Camden, Speed, 

^ See noteXI2> ^ the end of the volume. 

ever 
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ever voluntary, transfer to the King the entire pro- CHAP, 
paty of their estates. In order to reconcile the XXXI. 
people to such mighty innovations, they were told ,-^*~^ 
that the King^ would never thencrforth have occa- ^ ' 
sion to levy taxes, but would be able, from the 
abbey lands alone, to bear during war as well as 
peace the whole charges of government *. While 
such topics were employed to appease the populace, 
Henry took an eflfectual method of interesting the 
nobility and gentry in the success of his mea- 
sures ^ : He ather made a gift of the revenues of 
convents to his favourites and courtiers, or sold them 
at low prices, or exchanged them for other lands 
on very disadvantageous terms. He was so profuse 
in these liberalities, that he is said to have given a 
woman the whole revenue of a convent, as a re- 
ward for making a pudding which happened to gratify 
his palate ">. He also settled pensions on the ab- 
bots and priors, proportioned to their former reve* 
nues or to their nierits ; and gave each monk a 
yearly pension of eight marks : He erected six new 
bishopriqks, Westminster, Oxford, Peterborow, Bris* 
tol, Chester, and Glocester ; of which five subset at 
this day : And by all these means of expence and 
dissipation the profit which the King reaped by thd 
sdzure of church lands fell much short of vulgar 
opinion. As the ruin of convents had been foreseen 
some years before it happened, the monks had taken 
care to secret most of their stock, furniture, and 
plate; so that the spoils pf the great monasteries 
bore not in these respects any proportion to thoee of 
the lesser* 

Beside the lands possessed by the monasteries, 
the regular clergy enjoyed a considerable jMOt of 
the benefices of England, and of the tithes annexed 
to them } and these were also at this time trans- 
ferred to the crown, and by that means passed into 

^ Coke's 4th Inst. fol. 44. P Dugdale's Warwickshire, p.8oo. 
« FuUer. 

the 
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C H AP. the hands of laymen : An abuse which many zealous . 
XXXI. churchmen regarded as the most criminal sacrilege^ 
' The monks were formerly much at their ease in 
England, and enjoyed revenues which exceeded the 
regular and stated expence of the house. We 
read of the abbey of Chertsey, in Surrey, which 
possessed 744 pounds a year^ though it contained 
only fourteen monks: That of Fumese, in the 
county of Lincoln, was valued at 960 pounds a year^ 
and contained about thirty % In order to dissipate 
their revenues, and support popularity, the monks 
lived in a hospitable manner ; and besides the poor 
maintained from their offals, there were many de- 
cayed gentlemen, wiio passed their lives in travelling 
from convent to convent, and were entirely subsisted 
'at the tables of the friars. By. this hospitality, as 
much as by their own inactivity, did the convents 
prove nurseries of idleness ; but the King, not to 
give offence by too sudden an ' innovation, bound 
me new proprietors of abbey lands to support the 
ancient hospitality. But this engagement was fulfilled 
in very few places, and for a very short time. 

It is easy to imagine the indignation with which 
the intelligence of all these acts of violence was re- 
caved at Rome, and how much the ecclesiastics of 
that court, who had so long kept the world in sub- 
jection by high-sounding epithets, and by holy exe-* 
orations, would now vent their rhetoric against the 
character and conduct of Henry. The Pope was at 
last incited to publish the bull which had been passed 
against that monarch ; and in a public manner hC/ de- 
livered over his soul to the devil, and his dominions 
to the first invader. Libels were dispersed, in which 
he was anew compared to the most furious persecu- 
tors in antiquity ; and the preference was now given 
to their side : He had declared war with the dead, 
whom the pagaths themselves respected ; was at open 

' Burnet, vol. i. p. 337. 
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hostility with heaven ; and had engaged in professed CHAP- 
enmity with the whole hosts of saints and angels, XXXI* 
Above all, he was often reproached with his resent '^ — ^^~^ 
blance to the Emperor Julian, whom it was said he '^^ 
imitated in his apostacy and learning, though he fell 
short of him in morals. Henry could distinguish in 
some of these libels the style and animosity of his 
kinsman Pole ; and he was thence incited to vent 
his rage by every possible expedient on that famous 
cardinal. 

Reginald de la Pole, or Reginald Pole, was de- Cardinal ^ 
scended from the royal family, being fourth son of Pole* 
the Countess of Salisbury, daughter of the Duke of 
Clarence. He gave, in early youth, indications of 
that fine genius and generous disposition by which 
during his whole life he was so much distinguished ; 
and Henry, having conceived great friendship for ^ 
him, intended to raise him to the highest ecclesias- 
tical dignities ; and, as a pledge of future &vours^ 
he conferred on him the deanery of Exeter*, the 
better to support him in his education. Pole was 
carrying on his studies in the university of Paris at 
the time when the King solicited the suffrages of that 
learned body in favour of his divorce; but though 
applied to by the English agent, he declined taking 
any part in the affair. Henry bore this neglect with 
more temper than was natural to him ; and he ap- 
peared unwilling, on that account, to renounce all 
friendship with a person whose virtues and talents 
he hoped would prove useful as well as ornamental 
to his court and kingdom. He allowed him still to 
possess his deanery, and gave him permis^on to 
finish his studies at Padua : He even paid him some 
court, in order to bring him into his measures ; and 
wrote to him while in that university, desbing him 
to give his c^inion freely with regaM to the late 
measures taken in England for abolishing the papal 

* Goodwia's Annali. 

authority. 
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CHAP, authority. Pole had now contracted an intiinate 
XXXI. friendsmp with all persons eminent for dignity or 
^^~^g ^ merit in Italy, Sadolet, fiembo^ and other revivers 
^^^ ' of true taste and learning ; and he was moved by 
these connections, as well as -by religious zeal, to 
forget in some respect the duty whidn he owed to 
Henry, his benefactor and his sovereign. He re* 
plied, by writing a treatise of the unity of the churchy 
in which he invdghed against the King^s supremacy, 
his divorce, his second marriage; and he even ex- 
horted the EiQperor to revenge on him the injury 
done to the Imperial family, and to the catholic cause. 
Henry, though provoked beyond measure at this 
outrage, dissembled' his resentment ; and he sent a 
message to Pole, desiring him to return to England, 
in order to explain cert^ passages in his book, which 
he. found somewhat obscure and difficult. Pole was 
on his guard against this insidioiis invitation ; and was 
determined to remain in Italy, where he was univer- 
sally beloved. 

Thb Pope and Emperor thought themselves oblig* 
ed to provide for a man of Pole's eminence and dig- 
nity, who in support of their cause had sacrificed sul 
his pretensions to fortune in his own country. He 
was created a cardinal; and though he took not 
higher orders than those of a . deacon, he was sent 
legate into Flanders about the year 1536*. Henry 
was sensible that Pole's chief intention, in chusing 
that employment, was to foment the mutinous dis* 
position of the English catholics ; and he therrfore 
renionstrated in so vigorous a manner with the 
Queen of Hungary, Recent of the Low Countries, 
that she dismissed the kgate without allowing him 
to exercise his functions. The enmity which he 
. bore to Pole Was now as open as it was violent ; 
and the cardinal on his part kq>t no farther mea- 
sures in his intrigues against Henry. He is even 
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suspected of having aspired to the cro\m, by means CHAP, 
of a marriage with the lady Mary ; and the King was XXXI. 
every day more alarmed by informations which he re- ' 
ceived or the correspondence maintained in England 
by that fugitive. Courtney, Marquis of Exeter, had 
entered into a conspiracy with him; Sir Edward 
Nevil, brother to the Lord Abergavenny ; Sir 
Nicholas Carew, master, of horse, and knight of the 
garter ; Henry de la Pole, Lord Montacute ; and Sir 
Geoffrey de la Pole, brothers to the cardinal. These 
persons were indicted and tried and convicted before 
Lord Audley, who pre^ded iti the trial as high 
steward : They were all executed except Sir Geoffirey 
de la Bole, who was pardoned i and he owed this 
grace to his having first carried to the King secret in- 
telligence of the conspiracy. We know little con- 
cerning the justice or iniquity of the sentence pro- 
nounced against these men : We only know that the 
condenmation of a man who was at that time pro- 
secuted by the court forms no presumption of his 
guilt ; though as no historian of credit mentions in the 
present case any complaint occasioned by these trials, 
we may presume that sufficient evidence was produced 
against the Marquis of Exeter and his associates "*• 
» 

^ HerWrtin Kenneti p. 316. 
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CHAP. XXXU. 

Disputatim with Lambert.^^jl Parliament.— Law of 
the six Articles. ^^Proclaniafions made eqttal to Laws. 
"•^Settlement of the Succession.'-^ King* s Projects of 
Marriage. — He marries Anne ofCleves. — He dis- 
likes her. ■— A Parliament. — Fall of Cromwel. — His 
Execution.*-^ King's Divorce from Anne ofCleves. — 
His Marriage with Catherine Howard.'-^State of 
Affairs in Scotland. — Discovery of the Queen's disso* 
lute Life.-^A Parliament.'^ Ecclesiastical Affairs^ 

CHAP. nPHE rough hand of Henry seemed well adapted 
XXXII. X for rending asunder those bands by which the 
j-^^^ ancient superstition had festened itself on the king- 
dom ; and though, after renouncing the Pope's su-* 
premacy, and suppressing monastenes, most of the 
political ends of reformation were already attained, 
few people expected that he would stop at those in- 
novations. . The spirit of opposition, it was thought, 
would carry him to the utmost extremities against 
the church of Rome, and lead him to declare war 
against the whole doctrine and worship, as well as 
discipline,. of that mighty hierarchy. He had for* 
merly appealed from me Pope to a general council ; 
but now, when a general council was summoned to 
meet at Mantua, he previously renounced all sub- 
mission to it, as summoned by the Pope, and lying 
entirely under subjection to that spiritual usurper. 
He engaged his clergy to make a declaration to the 
like purpose ; and he had prescribed to them many 
other deviations from ancient tenets and practices. 

Cranmer 
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Cranmer took advantage of every opportunity to CHAP, 
carry him on in this course j and while Queen Jane XXXII. 
lived, who favoured the reformers, he had, by '^ Vg""' 
means of her insinuation and address, been success- '^^ * 
ful in his endeavours. After her death Gardiner, 
who was returned from his embassy to France, 
kept the King more in suspence; and, by feigning 
an unlimited submission to his will, was frequently 
able to guide him to his own purposes. Fox Bishop 
of Herdtord had supported Cranmer in his schemes 
for a more thorough reformation ; but his death had 
made way for the promotion of Bonner, who, though 
he had hitherto seemed a furious enemy to the court 
of Rome, was determined to sacrifice every thing to 
present interest, and had joined the confederacy of 
Gardiner, and the partisans of the old religbn. 
Gardiner himself, it was believed, had secretly entered 
into measures with the Pope, and even with the 
Emperor; and in concert with these powers he 
endeavoured to preserve as much as posdble, the 
ancient faith and worship. 

Henry was so much governed by passion, that 
nothing could have retarded his animosity and op- 
position against Rome, but some other passion which 
stopped his career, and raised him new objects of 
animosity. Though he had gradually, since the 
commencement of his scruples with regard to his 
first marriage, been changing the tenets of that theo- 
logical system in which he had been educated, he 
was no less positive and dogmatical in the few arti- 
cles which remained to him, than if the whole fabric 
bad continued entire and unshaken. And though he 
stood alone in his opinion, the flattery of courders 
had so inflamed his tyrannical arrogance, that 'he 
thought himself entitled to regulate, by his own 
particular standard, the religious faith of^ the whole 
nation. The point on which he chiefly rested his 
orthodoxy happened to be the Teal presence; that 
very doctrine in virhich, among the numberless victo- 
ries 
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CHAP, riesof superstitiofi ov^er commoii sense, her triumph 
XXXII. is the most signal and egregious. All departure from 
^' — "^T^ this principle he held to be heretical and detectable ; 
'^* and nothing he thought would be more honounJ^le 
for him, than while he broke off all c<Hmexions with 
the Roman Pontiff, to maintain in this essential article 
the purity of the catholic iaith. 
Disputa- There was one Lamberf, a schoolmaster in 
t^'^kI^^ London, who Imd been questioned and confined for 
^ unsound opimons by Archbishop Warham ; but upon 
the death -c^ that prelate, and the change of coun- 
sels at court, he had been released. Not terrified 
with the danger which he had incurred, he still 
continued to promu^ate his tenets; and having 
heard Dr. Taylor, amrwaids Bishop of Lincoln, 
defend in a sermon the corporal presence, he could 
not forbear expressing to Taylor his dissent from 
that doctrine; and he drew up his objections under 
ten several heads. Taylor communicated the paper 
to Br. Barnes, who happened to be a Lutheran, 
and who maintained, that diough the srubstance of 
bread and wine remained in the sacrament, yet the 
real body and blood of Christ were there also, and 
were in a certain mysterious manner, mcorporated 
with the material elements. By the present laws 
and practice Barnes was no less exposed to the 
stake than Lambert; yet such was the persecuting 
rage which prei^led, that he detennined to bring 
this man to condign punishment ; because in their 
common departure from the ancient faith he had 
dared to go one step farther than himself. He en- 
^ged Tayloi; to accuse Lambert before Cranmer 
and Latimer, who, whatever their private opinions 
night be cm these points, were obliged to conform 
tbemseives to the standard of orthodosyestsdAslied 
by Henory. When Lambert was cited oefbre these 
prelates, they endeavoured to bend him to a re<» 

^ Foa, trol. 11. p. 396. 
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cantation ; and they were surprised when, instead of CHAP, 
complying, he ventured to appeal to the King. XXXII. 

Ths^ King, not displeased with aa of^rtunity *- \^ 
wh^e he could at once exert his supremacy, and '^' * 
c^lay his learnmg, accepted the appeal ; and re* 
solved to mix, in a very unfair manner, ilie magis- 
trate with the di^utant. Public nodce was given 
that he intended to enter the lists with the school* 
master: Scaffolds were erected in Westminster-hall 
for the accommodation of the audience : Henry aqp^k 
peared on his throne, accompanied with all the ' 
ensigns of Majesty: The {Mrelates were placed on 
his right hmdi the tempcxal peers on his left : Tlie 
judges and most eminent lawyers lud a place as* 
signed them behind the bishops: the courtiers of 
greatest distinction behind the peers: And in the 
naidst of this splendid assembly was produced the 
imhappy Lamb^t, who was reqviired to defend hi$ 
opinions agakist his royal antagonist\ 

Th£ Bishop of Chichester opened the confer* 
aice, by saying, that^ Lambert, bang charged with 
heretical pravity, had appealed from his bishop to 
the King ; as if he expected raote favour from dus 
application, and as if the King could ever be in- 
duced to protect a heretic : That though His Majes- 
ty had thrown off the usurpation of the see of 
R<sne; had disincorporated some idlb monks, who 
lived Uke drones in a bee4iive; and abolished 
the idolatrous worship of images; had published 
tiie Bible m English, for die instruction of ail has 
subjects; and had made some lesser alterations, 
which every one must approve of; yet was he de- 
termined to Maintain the purity cxf the <:atholic 
faithy and to punish widi the utmost severity all de* 
paartm^e from it : And that he had taken dte present 
opportwiMf^ before to learned and frave an audi^ 
^Ke, of conviaciiig Lambert dF his eirors ; but If 

* FoSfVoLn. p. 4^6. 

he 
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C HA P. he still continued obstinate in them, he must expect 

XXXII>^ the most condign punishment ^. 

' j_" g^ After this preamble, which was not vtry en- 
' couraging, the King asked Lambert with a stent 
countenance, what his opinion was of Christ's cor-r 
poreal presence in the sacrament of the altar ; and 
when Lambert began his reply with some compli- 
ment to His Majesty, he rejected the praise with dis* 
dain and indignation. He afterwards pressed^Lam- 
bert with arguments drawn from scripture and the 
schoolmen. The audience applauded the force of 
his reasoning and the extent of his erudition : Cran- 
mer seconded his proofs by some new topics ; Gar- 
diner entered the lists as a support to Cranmer: 
Tonstal took up the argument after Gardijier: 
Stokesley brought fresh aid to Tonstal : Six bishops 
more appeared successively in the field after Stokes* 
. ley : And the disputation, if it deserves the name, 
was prolonged for five hours: till Lambert, fa- 
tigued, confounded, browbeaten and abashed, was 
at last reduced to silence. The King then returning 
to the charge, asked him whether he were con- 
vinced ; and he proposed as a concluding argument, 
this interesting question. Whether he were resolved 
to live or to die? Lambert, who possessed that 
courage which consists in obstinacy, replied, that he 
cast himself wholly on His Majesty's clemency: 
The King told himi that he would be no protector 
of heretics; and therefore if that were his final 
aniswer, he must expect to be conunitted to the flames. 
Gromwel^ as vicegerent, pronounced the sentence 
agaiiist hun \ , 

Lambert, whose vanity had probably indted him 
the more to persevere on account of the greatness of 
this public appearance^ was not daunted by the ter- 
rors of the punishment to which he was condemned. 
His executioners took care to make the sufferings 

'Goodwin'a Annals. 'See Note [K],attheendoftheToIame. 
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c^aman who had personally exposed the King, as CHAP, 
cruel as possible : He was burned at a slow fire ; XXXII. 
his legs land thighs were consumed to the stumps; "^ ~- ^ ^ 
and when there appeared no end of his torments, '^^ 
some . of the guards, more merciful than the rest, 
lifted hyn on their halberts, and threw him into the 
flames, where he was consumed. While they were 
employed in this friendly office, he cried aloud several 
times. None but Christy none but Christ ; and these 
words were in his mouth when he expired*. 

Some few days before this execution, four Dutch 
anabaptists, three men and a woman, had faggots 
tied to their backs at Paul's Cross, and were burned 
in that manner. And a man and a woman of the 
same sect and country were burned in Smithfield ^ 

It was the unhappy fate of the English during this 
age, that, when they laboured under any grievan(;e, 
they had not the satisfaction of expecting redress from 
parliament: On the contrary, they had reason to '539* 
dread each meeting of that assembly, and were then 
sure of having tyranny converted into law, and aggra« 
vated, perhaps, with some circumstance, which the 
arbitrary Prince 'and his ministers had not hitherto 
devised, or did not think proper of themselves to 
carry into execution. This abject servility never ap- 
peared more conspicuously than in a new parliament, 
which the King now assembled, and which, if he had A parlia- 
been so pleased, might have been the last that ever ment. 
sat in England. But he found them too useful instru- ^'^j 
ments of dominion ever to entertain thoughts of ^ 
giving them a total exclusion. 

The Chancellor opened the parliament by inform- 
ing the House of Lords, that it was His Majefty's 
earnest desire to extirpate from his kingdom all di- 
versity of opinion in mattes of religion ; and as 
this undertaking was, he owned, important and ar- 
duous, he desired diem to chuse a committee from 

* Fox^t Acts and Mpnumenttf p. 427.' Barnet. 
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CHAP, among themselves, who might draw up certain ard- 
XXXII. cles of faith, and communicate them afterwards ta 
^---iw ^^ parliament. The Lords named the vicar-generd, 
'^^^* Cromwel, now created a peer, the Archbishops of 
Cantei-bury and York, the J^hops of Durham, 
Carlisle, Worcester, Bath and Wells, Bangor, and 
Ely. The house might have seen what a hopeful 
task they had undertaken : This small committee 
itself was agitated with such diversity of opinion, 
that it could come to no conclusion. The Duke of 
Norfolk then moved in the house, That, once there 
were no ho|fertrf4tt3cmg a report from the committee, 
the articles of faith, intended to be established, should 
be reduced to six ; and a new committee be appointed 
to draw an act with regard to them. As this peer 
was understood to speak the sense of the Kingi his 
motion was immediately complied with ; and sdter a 
short prorogation, the bill of the six ariicks^ or the 
bloody bill, as the protestants justly termed it, was 
introduced, and having passed the two houses, re- 
ceived the royal assent. 
Law of In this law the doctrine of the real presence was 
!^*/* festablished, the communion in one kind, the per- 
*"* petual obligation of vows of chastity, the utility of 

private masses, the' celibacy of the clergy, and the 
necessity of auricular confession. The denial of the 
first article with- regard to the real presence, sub- 
jected the person to death by fire, and to the s^me 
forfeiture as in cases of treason ; and admitted not 
the privilege of abjuring : An unheard of severity, 
and unknown to the inquisition itself. The deqial 
of sny 6i the other five article?, even though re- 
canted, was punishable by the forfeiture of goods 
and chattels, and imprisonment during the IKing'^ 
pleasure : An obstinate adherence to error, or a re- 
lapse, was adjudged to be felony, and punishable 
with death. The marriage of priests was subjected 
to the same punishment. Their commerce with 
women was, on the first offenceji forfdture and im- 
II , prisonment; 
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prfeonmfent } on the second, death. The abstaining CH AP. 
from confession, and from receiving the eucharist X^XXII. 
at the accustomed times, subjected the person to ^ "^ ^ 
fine and to imprisonment during the King's pleasure ; '^^^* 
and if the criminal persevered after conviction, he 
^as punishable by death and forfeiture, as in cases 
of felony *. Commissionars were to be appointed by 
. the King for inquirmg into these heresies and irre- 
gular practices j and the -criminals were to be tried 
by a jurv. 

Th£ King, in framing this law, laid his oppressive 
hand on both parties; and even the catholics had 
reason to complain, that the friars and nuns, though 
dismissed their convent, should be capriciously re* 
«trjuned to the practice of celibacy*: But as the 
protestants were chiefly exposed to the severity of 
the statute, the misery of adversaries, according to 
the tisud maxims ot party, was regarded by the 
adherents to the ancient religion, as meir own pros- 
perity and triumph. Cranmer had the courage to 
oppose this bill in the house ; and though the King 
desired him to absent himself, he could not be pre*> 
vailed oa to give tins proof of compliance*. Henry 
was accustomed to Cranmer's freedom and sincerity j 
and being convinced of the general rectitude of his 
intentions, gave him an unusual indulgence- in this • 
particular, and never allowed even a whisper against 
him. That* prelate, however, was iiow obliged, in 
obedience to the statute, to dismiss his wife, the 
niece of Osiander, a femous divine of Nuremberg ^J 
and Henry, satisfied with. this ^proof of submission, 
shewed him hia former countenance and favour. 
Latimer and Shaxton. threw up their bishoprics 
on account of the law, aild Were committed to 
prison. 

, « jx Hca. VIII. c. 14. ifarbcrt in Kcanftti f. Uf. 

* Sec note [L], at the end of the volume. * Burnet, vol. i 
p. S49. 270. Fox, voL ii. p% 10^7. ^ Herbert ia Kenntft, 
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CHAP. 'I'liE parliament^ having thus resigned all thdr 
XXXIL religious liberties, proceedol to an entire, surrender 
^ -~ -^ of their civil j and without scruple or deliberaticm 
Vto^l they made by one act a total subversion of the 
mations English constitution* They gave to the King's pro<^ 
made clamation the same force as to a statute enacted by 
equal ta parliament : and to render the matter worse if pos- 
*^^ sible, they framed this law as if it were only decla- 
ratory, and were intended to explain the natural 
extent of royal authority. The preamble contains, 
that the King had formerly set forth several procla* 
mations, which froward persons had wilfully con- 
temned, not considering what a King by his royal 
power may do ; that uiis licence might encourage 
offenders not only to disobey the laws of Almighty 
God, but also to dishonour the King's most royal 
Majesty, who may full ill bear it ; that sudden emer- 
gencies often occur, which require speedy reme- 
dies, and cannot await the slow assanl^g and de- 
liberations of ^parliament ; and that though the King 
was empowered by his authority derived from God, 
to consult the public good on these occasions^ y^ 
the opposition of refractory subjects might push 
him to, extremity and violence : For these reasons> 
the parliament, that they might remove all occasion 
. of doubt, ascertained by a statute this prerogative* 
of the crown, and enabled his Majesty, with the 
advice of his council, to set forth proclamations 
enjoining obedience under whatever pains and penal- 
ties he should think proper : And these proclamations 
were-to have the force rf perpetual laws ^ 

What proves either ^ stupid or a wilful blind- 
ness in the parliament is, that they pretended, even 
after this statute, to maintain some limitations in 
the government; and they enacted, that no pro- 
clamation should deprive any person of his lawful 
possessions, liberties, inheritances, privileges, fnxk^ 

KjxHcii^VnLo^S. 
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ehises; nor yet infringe any cotnmon law or Ited- CHAP, 
able custom of the realm. They did not consider XXXI L 
that no penalty could be inflicted upon tfie disobey- '^^^\ ~^ 
ing of proclamations, without invading some liberty ^^^* 
or property of the sulMect; and that the power of 
enacting new laws, jomed to die diq)en6ing power, 
then exercised by the ciowiu amounted to a fiiU 
legislative authority* It is tnie the Kings of S^g- 
land had always been accustomed from their o\ta 
authority to issue prixlamations, and to exact obe* 
dience 10 them.; and this prerogative was, no doubt, 
a strong symptom of absolute government : But still 
there was a difference betweea a power which was^ 
exercised on a pardcular emergence^ and which 
must be justified by the presrat expedience or 
necessity; and an authority conferred by a po^ve 
statute, which could no longer admit of controul or 
Jimitatiom 

Could any act be more opposte to the s]Mrit of 
liberty than this law, it would have been anodier of 
the same parliament. They passed an act of at^ 
tainder not only against the Marquis of Exeter, the 
Lords Montacute, Darcy, Hussey, and others, who 
had been legally tried and condenmed; but also 
against some persons of the highest quality, who - 
had never been accused, or examined, or con» 
victed. The violent hatred which Henry bore to 
Cardinal Pole had extended itself to all his friends 
and relations; and his mother in particular, the 
Countess of Salisbury, had on that account become 
extremely obnoxious to him. She was also accused 
of having employed her authority with her tenants, 
io biskda them from reading the new translation of 
die Ba>le; of having procured bulls from Rome, 
which it is said had been seen at Coudray, her 
country seat ; and of having kept a correspond* 
ence with her son, the cardinal : But Heory foiwid, 
^ther that these offences could not be proved, or 

03 that 
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CHAP, tbatthty wtuldxMxt hyimr be subjected to suehse* 
XXXIL vere puniihaioiite m be defiifed to inflict upoa ber. 
^ ■- -^ He rt^hftdy therefore, to proceed in a more smn* 
'^^ mary and mere tfatrmkai mamier; and for that 
purpose he seat. Citomwel, Who was but too obae-* 
quious to his vnlif to ask. the judges whether the 
parliament could attaint a penson who was forth^ 
coQiung^ wjtbiDut giving hiiii any triai, or dtintf 
hhn to appear before them ^ ? The judges replied^ 
thai it was a dangerpos question, and that the high 
court of pariiamciat ought to give the esample to 
foiferior . courts^ of proceeding sKxording to ju^e: 
No infedor court could act in that- arbitrary man^ 
ner, and they. thought that the parliament never 
would* Bemg pocssed to give & more explicit an* 
ewer, they rej^^ied^ that if z person were attamted 
in tliat manner, the, attainder could n^ver. after<» 
wards be brought in.^ question, but must remaiil 
good in law. Hdiry .learned? l^ this decisioin^ (hat 
such a method of proijeedtng, though directly cob^ 
trary to all the principles df equity, was: yetipracti^ 
eable; and this being HW he was anxious to klmw; 
he resolved to empkty itagaibstthe Gpuntete of 
Salisbury. : Cromwel sho\iised.to theHoUse of iPtesi 
a banner, on which were embroidered the five 
wounds of Christ, the. sylabol chosjm .by the notdi^ 
ern rebels; and this^ banner, heaffirmod^ was found 
in the Countesses housed Noi other prcM)f steema t<» 
have been produced in order, to ascectaia her guik-: 
The parliaaoe^t^ without further jkij[|uiry, pasMid t 
bill of attainder agaiitet her ;. and they in^^lv^ iuithe 
same bill, without amy. better proof, as far as:a|^ 
pears, Gertrude MatcMoness' of Exeter, Sur Adrian 
Fortescue, and Sk Thcnnas Dingley. These twio 
gentlemen were executed: The Marchioness wafrp^ 
4oned, and survived the King } the Countess xeccKted 
a reprieve. 

' Coke's 4th Inst. p*379 38. ^ Rymer, vol. xiv. p. 652. 
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Tub only beneficml atf pa^e4 thi^ fie6^9% «m ohaf. 
that by which the parliament confirmed tb? wrrea- XX^II. 
li^of the monaslfries; yet eiren tfeis a^t CQi^tains ^— «v-"*^ 
much ialsdiood, much tyraimyy sind wer^ it ^pt ^^ 
that all private r^hts mu^ si^mit ta public interest 
much ii^stke and iniquity. The scheme of a^ 
gaging the abbote to surrender their monasteries bad 
bem conducted^, a^ may easily be iogiaginedi with 
many invidious citcumstanc^s : Aits of all kind9 
hsA been Employed j ever^ motive that could work 
on -the ilra^ty of human nature had been set befbifc 
tben^;: and k was wkh great difficqlty that these digr 
oified conventuals were J^rougbt to malEe a cQm§»^ 
mon which most of them regarded as destructive of 
idkcir interests^ as well as sacril^ious and criminal 
jn 'itself \ Threef abbots had shown more i^otvatBSiCf, 
tfaaor the rest, the abbots of Colchester, Reatling^ 
and Glastenbury ; and in order to punish them! &^ 
thetr opposition, and make them an &^mpi^ M 
others, means had been found to convict tbeii» a^ 
treason; they had perished by the haods of the 
eaEOcudoner, and the revenue of the convents hftl 
been forfeited K Besides, though none oi these vio 
leiices had ^en place, the JSJng koew that « 
WEtendar made by man who wei^ pi^ly temtnts for 
life^ wooU not heaor examination; and he W9$ 
therefore resolved to make all sure by im Vi$yuA 
enpedient^ art act of peirlialment^ la the pr eaniblt to 
dwacty th<i filament 'assents that jail the ^lu^ir^ir 
dees made by the allots had h^tn^ ^^ mtho^ f:^H^ 
M alraim, of their' own accord, -and af:^iding \t^ 
^* due coune of commbn law.." Ajid in cQftafr 
qucneb, the^ t:wo^ houses .confirm the suff'endeii% 
ftild secure the >pi^>erty of^ the ^bey lands tolim 
Xing and^ his successors H>r efveis '^. It i» remarkabtei 
Jbtt aU tkut! micred abbotf «tiU sal in the houM 

* Collier, vol. ii. p. icS, k sea. ^ ji Hen. VIll. c. lo; 

^JiHcn^VIILcij. 
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CttAP. of peers; and that none ^f them made any protests 
XXXII. against this injurious statute. 

"^ ^^'~ -^ In this session the rank of all the great officers of 
'^3'* state was fixed': Cromwel, as vicegerent, had the 
precedency assigned him above all of them. It was 
thought singular, that a blacksmith's son, fcnt he was 
' no other, should have place next the royal htm\y ; 
and that a man possessed of no manner ^ literature 
should be set at the head of the church. 

As soon as the act of the six articles had passed, 
the catholics were extremely vigilant in mferming 
agdnst offaiders; and no less' than five hundred 
persons were in a little tim«. thrown into prison. But 
Cromwel, who had not had interest to |n*event that 
act, was able for the present to elude its execution. 
Seconded by the Duke of Suffolk, and Chancellor 
Audley, as well as by Cranmer, he remonstrated 
against the cruelty of punishing so many delin- 
quents ; and he obtained permission to set them at 
Uberty. The uncertainty of the K^ing^s humoulr 
gave each party an opportunity of triutnphing in 
Its turn. No sooner had Henry passed this law, 
which seemed to inlBict so deep a wound on the re- 
formers, than he granted a general permission fbt 
every one to have the new translation of the Bibli^ 
in his £unily : A concession regarded by that party as 
an important victory. 
Heni^g jguT as Henry was observed to be much go- 
©f mar.* venwd by his wives while he retained his fondness 
tiage. for them, the £nal prevalence of either party seemed 
much to depend on the choice of the future Queen. 
Inunediately after the death of Jane Seymour, the 
most beloved of all his wives, he began to think of a 
. new marriage. He first cast his eye towards the 
Dutchess-dowager of Milan, niece to the Eni^ 
peror ; and he made proposals for that alliance* 
But meeting with difficulties, he was- carried by 
his friendship for Francis rather to think of. a 

French 
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Fi^dh Princess. He ^maxided the Dutchess* cHAP. 
dowager of LongueviUe, daughter of the Duke of XXXII. 
Guise, iL Prioce of the house of Lorraine; but ^ -~ ^ 
Framds told him, that the lady was already be* ^^^^ 
trothed to the King of Scotland* The King, how- 
ever, would not take a refusal: He had set his 
heart extremely on the match : The information 
which he had received of the Dutchess's accom- 
plishments and beauty, had prepossessed him in her 
favour; and having privately sent over Meautys to 
escamine her person, and get certain intelligence of 
her conduct, the accounts which that agent brought 
him served farther to inflame his desires. He learn- 
ed that she was big made ; and he thought her on 
that account th^ more proper match for him who 
was now become somewhat corpulait. The plea- ' 
sate too of mortifymg Us nephew, whom he did 
not love, was a farther incitement to his proseculson 
of this match; and he insisted that Francis should 
give him the preference to the King of Scots. But 
Francis, though sensible that the alliance of Eng- 
land was of much greater importance to his inte- 
restSy would not affront his fnmd and ally ; and to 
prevent farther solicitation, he immedkitely sent 
the Princess to Scotland. Not to shock, however; 
Henry's humour, Francis made hi'm an offer of 
Mary, of Bourbon, daughter of the Duke of Ven- 
dome ; but as the King was informed that James had 
formerly rejected this Piincess, he would not hear 
any hnhex of such a proposal. The French Monarch 
then offered him the choice c^ the two ydunger sis* 
1^ of the .Queen df Scots ; and he assured him.that 
thej- were nowise inferior in merit or size to their 
elder sister, and that one of them was even supericMT 
in .beauty. The King was as scrupulous with regard 
to the person of his wives as if his heart had been 
really susceptible of a delicate passion ; and he was 
unwilling to trust any relations, or even pictures, 
with regard to this important particular. He pro^ 

posed 
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CHAP* poficd tGT Frsaids, that th^ shcdd have a ccxofytme^ 

XXXII. at Calais on pretence of busiaest ; ^and that this 

'^ ^ -^ monarch should bring aloi^ with him the two Priil- 

**^ cesses of Guise, together wkh the finest ladies of 

quality in Franoe, that he might makje a. choice. among 

diem. 3ut the gallant spirit of Francis !wa$ shodied 

with, the proposal : He was ioi^ressed with too much 

regard, he said, for the fair sex, to. carry ladies of the 

first quality like geldings tb a maii^ket^ there 'to be 

chosen or rejected by the hutnour of the purchaaer \ 

Henry would hearken, to npne pf these ^nicetie9» but 

afill insisted on his, proposal 9 which, however^ n<^ 

withstanding Francis's earnest desire of obliging bim^ 

was finally rejected. 

. Tus King then began to turn his thoughts to^ 
wards a German alliance ; and, as the Princes of the 
8malcaldic league wese e^trwiely disgusted mth 
the Emperor oa account of his p^secuting their 
rdigjbn, he hoped, by matchup hima^ into one 
of their families, to renew a coonexion which he 
jpegiaar<Jed ^ so^ advantageous to him. Crcmwel joy- 
iiilly seconded this i0£ention, and proposed to him 
Anne of Gleves, wbo$e fether, the: Duke of that 
name, had great interest among the Lutheran Prince^ 
aiul whose sister Sibylla, was marrbd to the Elector 
of Saxony the head of the protestant league. A 
flattering picture of the Princess by Hans Holfam, 
determined Henry to apply to her &ther: and after 
some negotiation, the mariis^e, notwithstanding the 
oppo^don of the Elector of Sa:8:onyy was at last qqo» 
He mar- eluded } and Anne was s«it over to England. jXhe 
^t,j^"° King, impatient to be satisfied with regard to llie 
^^"' person .of his bride, came privately to Rochester^ 
and got a dght of her. He found her big indeed^ 
and tall as he could wish; but utterly destitiits 
both of beauty and grace ; very unHke the pictum 
and represenutions which he had recdhrod: Hse 

■ Le Grandjp vol. iii, p. f^t. . 
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Moif 6h€ was ai ^eat Flanders mare ; and declansd ghap. 
diat he ixevev could pOBsibly bear her any affecticm. XXXII. 
The oatacter was worse when he found that she could * ~-~^ 
^>eak no language but Dutch,, of which he was ^^^^ 
entirely %norant ; and that the charms of her con- 
Yersation w«re not likely to compensate for the 
homelmess of her person. He returned to Green* Dislikes 
«dcfa very melancholy ; and he much lamented his ^^^* 
hsicd iate to Cromwel, as well as to Lord ftussel, Sir 
Anthony Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny* This 
lasC gaitleman, in order tx> g^ve him comfort, told 
hisi, th&t • his misfortune was common to him with, 
all Kings, who qould. not, like private persons, chuse 
for themselves ; but must receive their wives from 
the judgm«3it and &ncy of others. 

It was the subject of debate among the King^s 
COU03eUorSy whether the marnage could, not yet 
be dissolved, and the Princess be sent back to her 
own country. Henry's situation seemed at that 
time very criticaL After the ten years truce con- 
cluded b^een the Emperor and the King of France, 
^ good under^^ding was thought to have taken 
place between these rival inoaarchs ; and such 
masks of union appeared as gave great jealousy to 
the court of England. The Emperor, who Knew 
Ae generousi nature of Francis, even put a confir 
dence m him, which is rare to that degree among 
great Princes. An insurrection had been raised la 
At^ Low-Countries by the inhabitants of Ghent^ 
aiidr seemod ta threaten the most dangerous con« 
sequenees* Cbacles^ who resided at that time ia 
SfMun, resiolved to go in person to Flanders, in or* 
^r-to. appease those disorders) but he found great 
difficulties in cbu«ng the manner of. his passing 
lliithte* The Doad by Italy and Germany was ter 
4ioti8.; the. voyage through the channel dangerous, 
hf.reaaon of the English naval power:. He asked 
Francis's permission to pass through his dominions; 
and he entrusted himself into the hands of a rival 

whom 
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CHAR whom he had so mortally offended, ^hft French 
XXXIl. Monarch received him at Piris with great rna^i* 
"^ ^-~ -' ficence and courtesy; and though prompted both 
^5S9* jjy revenge and interest, as well as by the advice of 
his mistress ahd favourites, to make advantage of 
the present opportunity, he conducted the Emperor 
safely out of his dominions ; and would not so much 
as speak to him of business during his abode in 
. France, lest his demands should bear the air of vio* 
lence upon his royal guest. 

Henry, who was informed of all these particu* 
lars, believed that an entire and cordial union had 
taken place between these Princes ; ^ and that their 
religious zeal might prompt them to fall with com- 
bined arms upon England ^ An alliance with the 
German Princes seemed now more than ever requi* 
site iqt his interest and safety ; and he knew that if 
he sent back the Princess of CleveSj such an affiront 
would be highly resented by her friends and fa- 
T540. mily. He was therefore resolved, notwithstan<yng 
Cth Jan. jjis aversion to her, to complete the marriage; and 
he told Cromwel, that since matters had gone so far^ 
he must put his neck into the yoke. Gromwd, 
"who knew how much his own interests were con- 
cerned in this affair, was very anxious to learn from 
the King, next morning after the marriage, whether 
he now liked his spouse any better. The King told 
him that he hated her worse than ever; and that 
her person was more disgusting on a near ap^ 
proach: He was resolved never to meddle widi 
her ; and even suspeeted her not to be a true maid : 
A point about which he entertained an extreme 
delicacy. He continued, however, to be dvil to 
Anne; he even seemed to repose his usual confi- 
dence in Cromwel ; but though he exerted this 
command over himself, a discontent lay lurking m 
his breast, and was ready to burst out on the first 
opportunity, . . 

• Stowe, p. 5 79. 
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A SESSION of parliament was held; and none of c HA P. 
the aUx>t5 were now allowed a place in the house XXXII. 
<rf peers. The King, by the mouth of the chancel- ^-— v-^-^ 
lor, Complained to the parliament of the great di- ,2t^^^' 
verdity of religions which sGll prevailed among his April. 
subjects: A grievance, he affirmed, which ought Aparlia- 
the less to be endured, because the ^Scriptures were '^^"^* 
now published in English, and ought universally 
to be the standard of belief to all mankinds But 
he had appointed, he said, some bishops and divines 
to draw up a list of tenets to which the people were, 
to assent; and he was determined that Christ, the 
doctrine of Christ, and the truth, should have the 
victory. The* King seems to have expected more 
eHect in ascertaining truth, from this new book of 
his doctors, than had ensued from the publication 
of die Scriptures. Cromwel, as vicar-general, made 
also, in the King's name, a speech to the Upper 
House ; and the Peers in return bestowed great flattery 
on him, and in particular said, that he was worthy^ 
by 4iis desert, to be vicar-general of the universe. 
That minister seemed to be no less in his master^s 
good graces : He received soon after the atting of 
the parliament, the title of Earl of Essex, and was 
installed knight of the garter. ' 

Th£R£ remained only one religious ordW- in 
England ; the Knights of St. John, of Jerusalem, or 
the Knights of Malta, as they are commonly called. 
This order^ partly ecclesiastical, partly military, 
had by their valour done great service to Christen- 
dom; and had very much retarded at Jerusalem^ 
Rhodes, and Malta, the rapid progress of the bar* 
bmrians. During the general surrender of the re- 
l^ious houses in England, they had exerted their 
spint^ and had obstinately refused to yield up their 
revenues to the King; and Henry, who would en- 
dure no society that professed obedience to the 
Pope, was obliged to have recourse to parliament 

I for 
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CHAP, for the dissolution of this order. Their reveitues 
XXXII. were large, and fc^med an addition nowise con* 
"^ ^-~ ~ temptible to the many acqukitions wfaidi the King 
'^^^' had already made. But he had very ill faud)anded 
the great revenue acquired by the plunder of the 
church : His profuse generosity dissipated fairer 
than his^ rapacity could supply ; and the parliament 
Was surprised this session to find a demand made 
upon them of four tenths, and a subsidy of one 
shilling in the pound during two years 9 So ill were 
ike public expectations answered, that die crown 
tras never more to require any supply fiom the 
people. The Commcxis, though lavish of their li- 
berty, and of the blood of their fellow-subjects, 
were extranely frugal of their money ; and it was 
Bot without diiEculty so small a grant could be obtain* 
ed by this absolute and dreaded monarch. The coH* 
vocation gave the King four shillings in the poimd, to 
be levied in two years. The pretext for these giants 
was, the great expence which Henry had undercooie 
for the defence of the realm, in building forts along 
the sea coast, and in equipping a navy. As he had ac 
present no ally on the continent in whom he reposed 
much confidence, he reUed only on his domestic 
strength, and was on that account obliged to be more 
expensive in his preparations against tiie danger of an 
invasion. 

The King's iiivour to Cromwel, and his sK:qui^ 

escence in the marriage with Anne of Ckves, wene 

both c^ them deceitful appearances : His aversicm 

^ the Queen secretly increased every day;: and 

having at last broken all restraint, it prompted him 

at once to sedc the dissolution of a macriage so odi^ 

ous to him, and to involve his minister in rmn, who 

Fall of had been the innocent author of it. The faM of 

Crom- Cromwdi was hastened by other cau&fesi AU liie 

^^^* nobili^ hated n msm who, bc&ig of such low ex^ 

tractioH, bad not only mounted above theax by bk 

station 
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station of yicar-gaieral, but had mgrossed many of CH AP. 
the other consideiable offices of the crown : Be- XXXII. 
sides enjoying that commission which gave hki a *- -'-^ 
high and almost absohite authority over the clergy, '^^^ 
and even over the laity, he was privy seal, cham- 
berlain, and master of the wards: He had afeo ob* 
tained the order of the garter, a dignity which had 
ever been conferred only on mai of illustrious 
families, and which seemed to be profaned by its 
being communicated to so mean a pennon. The peo- 
ple were averse to him, as the supposed author dr ihe 
vicJence on the monasteries ; establishments whk:h 
were still revered and beloved by the commonalty. 
The catholics regarded him as the concealed enafny of 
their religion : The protestants observing his exterior 
• concurrence with all the prosecutions exercised against 
them, were inclined to bear him as litde favour; 
and reproached him with the timidity, if not treachery, 
cf his conduct. And the King, who found that 
greats clamours had on all hands arisen against the 
administration, was not displeased to throw on Grom'* 
wel, the load of pubBc hatred ; and he hoped by 
jaiaking so easy a sacrifice to regain the affectic»i$ c» 
his subjects. 

But there was another cause which suddenly set 
all these motives in action, and brought about an 
unexpected revolution in the ministry. The King 
had fixed his affections on Catherine Howard, niece 
to the Duke of Norfolk ; and being determined to 
gratify this new passion, he could find no expedient 
but by procuring a divorce from his present con- 
tort, to raise Catherine tb his bed and throne. The 
Duke, who had long been engaged in enmity with 
Gromwel, made the same use of her insinuations 
to ruin this ndnxster, that he had form^ly done 
of Anne Boleyn's against Wolseyt And whoi all 
engines were prepared, he obtained a cdhidiission 
Srom the King to arrest Cromwel at the council 
labk^ on an accusation of high treason, and to 

commit 
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CHA?* Commit him to the Tower. Immediately after, a 
XXXII. bill of attainder was framed against him ; and the 
'^^^^'-^ House of Peers thought proper, without trial, ex- 
^^^^* amination, or evidrace, to condemn to death a 
man, whom a few days before they had declared 
W4)rthy to be vicar^general of the universe. The 
House of Conlmons passed the bill, though not 
without some opposition. Cromwel was accused 
of heresy and treason; but the proofs of his trea- 
sonable practices are utterly improbable, and even 
absolutely ridiculous ^ The only circumstance of 
his conduct by which he seems to have merited 
this £Lte was his being the instrument of the King's 
tyranny, in conducting like iniquitous bills in the pre* 
ceding session, against the Countess of Salisbury and 
others. 

Cromwkl endeavoured to soften the King by 
the most humble supplications; but all to no pur- 
pose : It was not the practice of that Prince to ruin 
his ministers and favourites by^ halves ; and though 
the unhappy prisoner once wrote to him in so mov- 
ing a strain as even to draw tears from his eyes, he 
hardened himself against all movements of pity^ 
and refused his pardon* The conclusion of Crom- 
wel*s letter ran in these words: " I, a most woful 
** prisoner, am ready to submit to death when it 
** shall please God and Your Majesty ; and yet the 
*' frail flesh incites me to call to Your Grace for 
** mercy and pardon of mine offences. Written at 
** the Tower with the heavy heart and trembling 
** hand of Your Highnesses most miserable prisoner, 
** and poor slave, Thomas Cromwel.'* And a little 
below, ** Most gracious Prince, I cry for mercy, 
iSthJuly. " mercy, mercy *».*' When brought fo the place of 
Hisexe- execution, he avoided all earnest protestatbns of 
his innocence, and all complaints agamst the sc- 
ience pronounced upon him. He knew that Henry 

P Barnet, vol. i. p. 478. ' ^ Burnet, yoI. i. p. 281, 282. 
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vnmld resent on his son those symptoms of opposition CHAP, 
to his will, and' that his death sdone would not termi- XXXTI. 
nate that monarch's vengeance. He wa? a man of ^ - -^ 
prudence, industry, and abilities ; worthy of a better '**^* 
master an^ of a better fate. Though raised to the 
summit of power from a low origin, he betrayed 
no insolence or contempt towards his inferiors; 
and was careful to remember all the obligations which, 
during his more humble fortune, he had owed to 
any one. He had served as a private centinel in 
the Italian wars ; when he received some good 
ofHces from a Lucquese merchant, who had entirely 
forgotten his person, as well as the service which 
he had rendered him. Croniwel in his grandeur 
Itaf^ened at London to cast his eye on lus bene- 
factor, now reduced to poverty by misfbrtunes. 
He inunediately sent for him, reminded him of 
their ancient friendship, and by his grateful assist- 
ance reinstated him in his former prosperity and 
opulence'. 

The measures for divorcing Henry from Anne of King'tdi- 
Cleves were carried on at the same time with the ^^^ 
bill of attainder against Cromwel. The House of Anne of 
Peers, in conjunction with the Commons, applied Ckves. 
to the King by petition, desiring that he would allow 
his marriage to be examined ; and orders were im* 
mediately given to lay the matter before the convo- 
cadon. Anne had formerly been contracted by her 
father to the Duke of Lorraine ; but she, as well as 
the Duke, were at that time xmder age, and the 
contract had been afterwards annulled by consent 
of both parties. The King, however, pleaded this 
precontract as a ground of divorce ; and he added 
two reasons more, which may soem a little extra- 
ordinary ; that when he iespoysed Anne he had not 
in^wardly given his consent, and that he had hot 
Aought proper to consummate the marriage. The * 

convocation was satisfied with these reasons, and 

' Burnet, yoL i. p. 173. 
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C HAP. soleiainly annulled the marriage between the King and 
XXXII. Queen : The parliament ratmed the deci^on of the 
'- ~^~'~^ clergy' ; and the sentence was soon after notified to 
^^^^ thePrincess. 

Anne was blest with a happy insensibility of 
lemper, even in the points which the most nearly 
affect her sex ; and the Kind's aver^on towards her, 
as well as his prosecution of the divorce, had never 
given her the least uneasmess* She willingly heark* 
ened to terms of accommodation with him; and 
when he offered to adopt her as his sister, to give 
her place next the Queen and his own daughter, 
and to make a setdement of three thousand poimds 
a year upon her ; she accepted of the condidons, 
and gave her consent to the divorce ^ She even 
wrote to bar brother (for her father was now dead,) 
that she had beoi very well used in England, and 
desiied him to live on good terms with the King* The 
only instance of pride which she betrayed was, that 
she refused to return to her own country aftar the 
affront which she had received ; and die lived and 
died in England. 

NoTWTTHSTANDiNG Auue's moderation, this m- 
cadoit produced a great coldness b^ween the King 
and the German rrinces; but as the situation of 
Europe was now much altered, Henry was the more 
indifferent about thar resentment. The dose inti- 
macy which had taken place between Francis and 
Charles had svdbsisted during a very short time: 
The dissimilarity of their characters soon raiewed, 
with greater violence than ever, their former jea* 
lousy ZDd hatred. While Charles remained at Faro, 
Francis had been Imprudently engaged, by his qpen 
tender, and by that satisfaction wfich a noble nuad 
natxisaily feels in performing generous actions, to 
make in confidence some dangerous, discoveries la 
diat intermred monarch} and havii^ now loqtall 

* See Note [M], at the end of the folome. 
^ Herbert, p«45a| 459* 
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«as|udon of his rival, he hop^i that the Emperor and CHA P. 
he, supporting each other, might neglect every other XXXII. 
alliance. He not only communicate to his guest ^'"^'*^ 
the state of his negotiations with Sultan Solyman. and '^1^' 
the Venetians ; he also laid open the solicitations 
which he had received from the court of England 
to enter into a confederacy against him\ Charles 
had no sooner reached his own dominions, than he 
shewed himself unworthv of the friendly reception 
which he had met wtn. He absolutely renised 
to fulfil his promise, and put the Duke of Orleans in 
possession of the Milanese : He informed Solyman 
and the senate of Venice of the treatment which they 
had received from their ally ; and he took care that 
Henry should not be ignorant how readily Fxands 
had abandoned his ancient friend, to whom he owed . 
such important obligations, and had sacrificed him 
to a new confederate. He even poisoned and misre- 
presented many things which the unsuspecting heart 
of the French Monarch had disclosed to him. Had 
Henry possessed true judgment and generosity, this 
incident alone had been sufficient to guide turn in 
the choice of his ally. But his domineerinjg pride 
carried him immediately to renounce the friendship 
of 'Francis, who had so unexpectedly given the pre- 
ference to the Emperor : And as Charles invited him 
to a renewal of ancient amity, he willingly accepted 
of the offer ; and thinking himself secure m this alii-' 
ance, he neglected the friendship both of France and 
pf the German Princes. 

- The new turn wMch Henry had taken with re- 
gard to foreign afiairs was extr^nely agreeable to his 
catholic subjects ; and as it had perhaps contributed, 
among other reasons, to the ruin oi Cromwel, it 
made them entertain hopes of a final prevalence over Sj^g^"^* 
their antagonists. The marriage of the King with rjgge wkh 
Catherine Howard, which followed soon after his Catherine 

Howard. 
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CHAP, divorce fipom Anne of Cleves, was also regarded a* 
XXXII. a favourable incident to their party ; and &e subse- 
^ quent events corresponded to tiheir expectations. 



■v 



»54<^- The King's councils being now directed by Norfolk 
and Gardmer, a furious persecution commenced 
against the protestants ; and the law of the six articles 
was executed with rigour. Dr. Barnes, who had been 
the cause of Lambert's execution, felt in his turn 
the severity of the persecuting spirit ; and, by a bill 
which passed in parliament, he was, without trial, 
condemned to the flames, together with Jerome and 
Gerrard. He discussed theological questions even at 
the stake ; and as the dispute between him and the 
sheriff turned upon thd invocation of saints, he said, 
that he doubted whether the saints could pray for 
us } but if they could, he hoped in half an hour to 
be praying for the sheriff and all the spectators. 
He next entreated the sheriff to carry to the King his 
dying request, which he fondly imagined would have 
authority with that monarch who had sent him to the 
stake. The purport of his request was, that Henry, 
besides repressing superstitious ceremonies, should be 
extremdy vigilant in preventing fornication and com- 
mon swearing ''. 

While Henry was exerting his violence against 
the protestants, he spared not the catholics who de- 
nied his supremacy ; and a foreigner at that time in 
England had reason to say, that those who were against 
the Pope were burned, and those who were for him 
were hanged ''. The King even displayed in ah osten- 
tatious manner this tyrannical impartiality, which re- 
duced both parties to subjection, and infused terror 
into every breast. Barnes, Gerrard, and Jerome, 
had been carried to the place of execution on three 
hurdles ; and along with them there was placed on 
each hurdle a catholic, who was also executed for 
his religion. These catholics were Abel, Fether- 

'^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 298* Fox. « Fox, vol ii. p. 529. 
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Stone, and Powel,.wbo declared that the most grievous CHAP* 
part of their punishment was the being coupled to such XXXIL 
heretical miscreants as suffered with them ^. * j" ~^ 

Though the spirit of the English seemed to be to- '*^*' 
tally sunk under the despotic power of Henry, there 
appeared some symptoms of discontent : An incon- 
siderable rebellion broke out in Yorkshire, headed 
by Sir John Nevil ; but it was soon suppressed, and 
Nevil, with other ringleaders, was executed. The 
rebels were supposed to have been instigated by the 
intrigues of Cardinal Pole ; and the King was instantly 
determined to make the Countess <^ &ilisbury, who 
already lay imder sentence of death, suffer tor her 
son's offences. He ordered her to be carried to exe- 37th 
cution ; and this venerable matron maintained still, ^^^* 
in these distressful circumstances, the spirit of that 
long face of monarchs from whom she was de* 
scended '. She refused to lay her head on the Mock, 
or submit to a sentence where she had received no 
trial. She told the executioner, that if he would 
have her head, he must win it the best way he xxnild : 
And thus, shakkig her veierable grey locks, she 
ran about the scaffold ; and the executioner followed 
her with his ax, aiming many fruitless blows at her 
neck before he was able to give the £ital stroke. 
Thus periled the last of the line of Pkmtagenet, 
which with great glory, but still greater crimes and 
misfortunes, had governed England for the space of 
three hundred years. Lord Leonard Grey, a nian 
who had formerly rendered service to the crown, was 
also beheaded for treason soon after the Countess of 
Salisbury. We know little concealing the grounds 
of his prosecution. ' 

' The insurrection in the North en^ged Henry to 
make a progress thither, in order to quiet the nuiids 
of hfe people, to reconcile them to his government; 
and to abolish the ancient superstitions, to which 

' Sauadera) de Schismi Angl. > Herbert, p. 4.6S. 
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CHAP, those parts were modi addicted* He had s^bo anodier 
XXXIL motive for this journey : He piurposed to have a cpn^ 
^"'7 ^ ference at York with his iiq>hew the King of Scotland, 
'^^'' and, if possible, to cemeai^ a close and indissoluble 
union with that kingdom^ ^ 
State of The same ^irit of reUgions innovatiooi which had 
^>7 '° seized other parts of. Europe, had made its way into 
^''^^''^^ Scotland, and had b^un, before this periodj tp 
excite the same jealousies, fears, and persecutions^ 
About the year 15^79 Vaitnc Hamilton, a young 
man of a xK>ble fisucoily, having .been created abbo( 
of Ferne, was sent abdroad for his educatuHi; but 
had fidtten into company with some refoi^Qiers,; and 
be returned into his own coimtry, very iJDl disposed 
towards that church, of which his birth and his merit 
entitled him to attain the. highest digpii^es. The 
fervour of youth, and bk zeal for npvelty, made it 
imposs3>le for him to conceal his sentimeiit^; and 
Caonpbel, pnor of the Dominicans, who under 
colour of friendship and a sympathy ii| opinion had 
insinuated himself into his confidence, accused him 
before Beaton Archbishc^ of St. Aiidrews. Hamil- 
ton was invited to St. Andrews, in order to maintain 
with some of the clergy a dispute concerning the con* 
troverted pomts; and after much reasdning.with re- 
gard to justification, free-will, original sin, and other 
txspks of that nature, the conferaice elided with th^ 
condemning Hamilton to be burned fpr his errors. 
The young man, who had heea deaf to the; insinua- 
tions of ambition, was less likely to be shaken with 
die feacs of deadi;. while he proposed to himself 
both the gbry of bearing, testimcmy. tp the truth, 
and the immediate reward attending his loarfvrdomi^ 
Hie pe^le, who aMnpassicmated his yputh,^ nis vir- 
tue^ and hb noble birth, were much qaovad at the 
odbatancy of his wd; and an indd^t which $q(m, 
followed still more confirmed them ip thdr £i^vour- 
able sentiments towards hinu He had cited Camp* 
bel, who still insulted him at the stake, to answer 

before 
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before the judgm^t-seat of Chiist ; and as that pa>* 
secutor, either. aittoniahed widi theto ereots, or over- 
come whfa reimrae^ or, perhaps, seized casually wkh 
a dtsremper, soon zk& lost his senses, and fell into a, ^^^^ 
ferer, of whu:h he died ; the people regarded Haimlton 
all a prophet as well as a martyr \ 

Among the disciples converted by Hamilton, 
was one firiar Forrest, who became a sealous preach* 
er; and who, though he did not openly discover 
his sentiments, was suspected to lean towards the new ^ 
opinions. His diocesan the Bishop of Dunkel enjoin* 
ed him, when he met with a good epistle or good, 
gospel which favoured Ae fiberttes of holy church, to 
preach on it, and let the rest alone. Forrest rqiUed, 
that he had read bodi Old and New Testament, and 
had not found an ill epistle or ill gospel in any part of 
them. The extreme attachment to the scriptures 
was regarded in those days as a sure characteristic of 
heresy; and Forrest was soon after brought to trial,^ . 
and condemned to the flames* While the priests 
tirere deliberating on the place of hia execution^ a 
bystander advised them to bum him in a ceUur ; For 
diat the smoke of Mr. Fatric Hamilton had infected all 
Aose on \diiom it blew\ 

The clergy were at that time reduced to grett 
difficulties, not only in Scotland, but all over Eu* 
rope. As die reformers aimed at a total subverston 
di ancient establishments, which they represented as 
idolatrous, impious, and detestable ; thepriests^ n^ 
found both their honours and properdes at stake^ 
diought that they had a right to re&ist, by exrery ex- 
pedioit, these dangerous invaderi, and diat the sa^e 
simdb principles of equity which justified a man in 
Idlhng a pirate or a robber, would adqiut them for 
the execudoh oS such heroics. A toleradim^ diougk 
it is never acceptable to ecckdasdcs, kmg^t, thef 

* SpottwQod's Hist, of tbe Cinirebjof Jfeothad» ;P«, 6a^ 
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CHAP, saidi he admitted in other cases; but seemed an ab* 
XXXII. surdity where fundamentals were shaken, and where 
^ — ^^'^"^^ the possessions and even die existence of the es^>lish* 
'5^^' ed clergy were brought in danger. But though the 
church was thus carried by policy, as well as inclina- 
tion, to kindle the fires of persecution, they found 
the success of this remedy very precarious, and ob- 
served, that the enthusiastic zeal of the reformers, 
inflamed by punishment, was apt to prove contagious 
on the compa^onate minds of the ^ectators. The 
new doctrine, amidst all the dangers to which it was 
exposed, .secretly spread itself every where; and the 
minds of men were gradually disposed to a revolution 
in religion. 

But the most dangerous symptom for the clergy 
in Scotland was, that the nobility, from the example 
of England, had cast a wishful eye on the church 
revenue^, and hoped, if a reformation took place, to 
airich diemseives by the plunder of the ecclesiastics. 
James himself, who was very poor, and was somewhat 
inclined to magnificence, particularly in building, had 
been swayed by like motives ; and began to threaten 
the clargy with the same fate that had attended than in 
the neighbouring country. Henry also never ceased 
exhorting his nephew to imitate his example; and 
being moved both by the pride of making proselytes, 
a3id the prospect of security, should Scotland embrace 
a close union with him, he solicited the Kmg of Scots 
to meet hkn at York ; and he obtained a promise to 
that purpose. 

The ecclesiastics were alarmed at this resolution 
of James, and they employed every expedient in 
order to prevent the execution of it. They repter 
sented the danger of innovation; the pernicious 
consequences of s^grandizing the nobiHtv, already 
too powerful ; the hazard of putting hunsdUF into 
the hands of the English, his hereditary enemies ; 
the dependence on them which must ensue upon his 
losing the friendship of France^ and of all foreign 

powers. 
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powers. To these consideratioiis they added the CRAP, 
prospect of unmediate interest, by which they ibuxid XXXII. 
the King to be much governed : They offered him a ^ ^-^ -^ 
present gratuity of fifty thousand pounds: They '^^^' 
promised him that the church should always be ready 
to contribute to his supply: And they pointed out 
to him the confiscation, ox heretics, as the means of 
fiUing his exchequer, and of adding a hundred 
thousand pounds a-year to the crown revenues^. 
The insinuations of his new Queen, to whom vouth, 
beauty, and address had men a powerful innuence 
over him, second^ all mese reasons; and James 
was at last engaged first to delay his journey, then, 
to jsend excuses to the King of England, who had 
already come to York, in order to be present at the 
interview''. 

HsNRT, vexed with the disappointment, and en* 
raged at the affront, vowed vengeance against his 
nephew ; and he began, by permittfi^ piracies at 
sea and incursions at land, to put his threats in 
execution. But he received soon after, in his owa 
£unily, an affront to which he was much more sen* 
sible, and which touched him in a point where 
he always shewed an extreme delicacy. He had 
thought hunself very happy in his new marriage: 
The agreeable person and disposition of Catherine 
had entirely captivated his affecdons; and he mad^ 
no secret of his devoted attachment to her. He had 
even publicly, in his chapel, returned solemn thaoLks; 
to Heaven for the felicity which the conjugal state 
afforded him; and he directed the Bishop of Lin* 
coin to cprnpoee a form of prayer for that purpose. 

* Buchanan, lib. ziv. DrummondinJa. 5. Pit8cotie» ibid. Kn<uc. 
^ Hearj iiad tent tome books* richly ornamented* to hit ne*^ 

Shew, whp> at soon as he saw by the titles that they had a ten- 
ency tp defend the new doctrine^ threw them into the fire* in 
the presence of the person who brought them :' Adding* it was 
better he shdulid destroy them than they him. See Epist. Regi- 
ndd Pdb* partly p, 172. 

But 
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CH A P. Blit the Queen^s conduct very little merited this ten* 
XXXII.^ derness : One Lascelles brought intelligence of her 
"'' " dissolute life to Cranrher ; and told him that bis sis- 
ter, formerly it servant in the family of the old 
Dutchess of Norfolk, vnth whom Catherine was 
educated, had ^ven him a particular account of her 
licentious teanners. Derham and Mannoc, both of 
diem servants to the Dutchess, had been admitted to 
her bed ; and she had even takeh Kttle care to con- 
ceal her shame from the other servants c^die family. 
The Primate, stniek ^ith this intelligence, which 
it was eaually dangerous to conceal or to discover, 
communicated the matter to the Earl of Hertford, 
and to the chancellor They agreed that the matter 
should by no means be buned in silence ; and the 
Archbishop himself seemed the most proper person 
to disclose it to the Kmg. Granmer, unwilKng to 
^eak on so delicate a subject, wrote a narrative of 
tne whole, and conveyed it to Henry, who was in- 
finitely astonished at the intelligence. So confident 
was he of the fidelity of his consort, that at fi^ he 

Sfve no credit to the information ; and he said to 
e privy-seal, to Lord Russel high admiral. Sir 
Anthony Brown, and Wriothesley, that he regarded 
die whole as a &lsehood. Cranmer was now in 
a very perilous situation; and had not full proc^ 
been found. Certain and inevitable destruction hung 
over him. The King's impatience, however, and 
jealousy, prompted hun to search the matter to the 
bottom: The privy-seal was ordered to examine 
Lascfelles, who persisted in the information he had 
given; and still appealed to his sister^s testimony. 
That nobleman next made a journey under pretence 
of hunting, and went to Sussex, where the woman 
at that time resided : He found her both constant in 
her former intelligence, and particular as to the 
facts; and the whole bore but too much the face of 
probability. Mannoc and Derham, who were ar-^ 
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rested at the same time, aad eKammed by the chair- CHAP* 
cellor, made the Queea's guilt oitirely certain by XXXII, 
thdr confession; and discovered other particular?, ^^~^-* 
which redounded still more to h^ dishonour^ Three *^*'' 
maids of her family were admitted into her secrets, 
and some of them had even passed the night in 
bed with her and her lovers* All the examinations 
were laid before the Kin^ who was so deeply af-^ 
fected that he remained a long time speechless, an4 
at last biurst into teais. He found to his surprise, thai 
his ^eat skill in distinguishing a true maid, ol 
which he IxNuated in the case of Axme of Cleves, 
had failed him in that of his present vcbnsort. Thq 
Queen being next questioned, denied her guilt; 
but when informed that a full discovery was made, 
she confessed that she had been crimmal before 
marriage; and only insisted that. she had never been 
£dse to the King's bed. But as there, was evidence 
that one Colepepper had passed the njght with her 
alone since hac marriage ; and as it app^u'ed that 
she ^ad taken Berham, her old paramour, into her: 
service, she seemedito deserve little credit in this 
asseveration ; and the King, besides, was not of a 
humour to make iany difference between thelK degrees 
of guilt. 

Henry found that he could not by any m^ms so 154a* 
fully or expeditiously satiate his vengeance On all 6th Jam 
these criminals, as by assembling a parliament, the 
usual instrumoat of his tyranny. The two houses^ 
having received the Queen's confession, made an ad-^ 
dress to the Kii^« They entreated him. not to be 
vexed with this untt>ward jtccident, to which all men 
were subject; but to consider th6 frailty of human 
nature, and the mutability of hum&m affairs >; and 
fismi these views ta derive a subject of consolation. 
Hiey desured lea.ve to p^s a bill of attainder agsdn^ 
the Queen and her accon^)lipe8 ; and they bagged 
him to ^ve bis asseitf to ^ bill, not in person, , 
which would renew^his vexadon, and might endan- 

5^ 
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CHAP, ^r his health, but by commissioners appointed fof 
XXXII. mat purpose. And as thare was a law in force, 
^'^^ ^ making it treason to speak ill of the Queen, as well 
^^^' as of me King, they craved his royal pardon if any 
of them should, on the present occasion, have trans- 
gressed any part of the statute. 

Having gbtained a gracbus answa* to these re« 
quests, the parliament proceeded to vote a bill of 
attainder for treason agamst the Queen, and the Vis- 
countess of Rocheford, who had conducted her. 
secret amours ; and in this bill Colepepper and Der- 
bam were also comprehended. At the same time 
they passed a bill of attainder for misprision of trea- 
son against the old Dutchess of Norfolk, Catherine's 
grandmother; her uncle Lord Willmm Howard, 
and his lady, together with the Countess of Bridge- 
water, and lune persons more; because they knew 
the Queen's vicious coiu^ of life before her mar- 
riage, and had concealed it. This was an dfect of 
Henry's usual extravagance, to expect that parents 
should so far forget the ties of natural affection, 
and the sentiments of shame and decency, as to re- 
veal to him the most secret disorders of tiidr family. 
He himself seems to have been sensible of the cruelty, 
of this proceeding : For he pardoned the Dutchess 
of Norfolk, and most of the others condemned for 
misprision of treason. 

However, to secure himself for the future as 
well as his successors, from this fatal accident, he 
engaged the parliament to pass a law somewhat ex- 
traordinary. It was enacted. That any one wha 
knew, or vehemently suspected any guilt in the 
Queen, might within twenty days disdose it to the 
King or council, without incurring the penalty ^ 
any former law against de&ming the Queen; but 
prohibiting every one at the same time from spread- 
ing the matter abroad, pr even privately whisper- 
ing it to others : It was also aacted. That if die 
lo » King 
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King married any woman who had been incontinent, C HAP. 
taking her for a true maid, she should be, guilty <rf XXXII. 
treason if she did not previously reveal her guilt ^— "v-*^ 
to him. The people mad^ merry with this singular ^^^** 
clause, and said, that the King must henceforth look 
out for a widow ; for no reputed maid would ever be 
persuaded to incur the penaltjr of the statute *. After 
ail these laws were passed, tne Queen was beheaded 
on Tower-hill, together witfi Lady Rocheford. They 
behaved in a manner suitable to their dissolute life : 
And as Lady Rocheford was known to be the chief 
instrument in bringing Anne Boleyn to her end, she 
died unpitied ; and men were farther confirmed, by 
the discovery of this woman's guilt, in the favourable 
sentiments which they had entertained of that unfor* 
tunate Queen. 

The King made no demand of any sub^dy from 
this parliament ; but he found means of enriching 
his exchequer from another quarter: He took far- 
ther steps towards the dissolution of colleges, hos* 
pitals, and other foundations of that nature. The 
courtiers had been practising on the presidents and 
governors to make a surrender of their revenues to 
the King ; and they had been successful with dght 
oif them. But there was an obstacle to thrir farther 
progress: It had been provided, by th^ k>cal sta- 
tut^ of most of these foundations, that no president 
or any number of fellows could consult to such a 
deed, without the unanimous vote of all the fellows ; 
and this vote was not easily obtained. All such 
statutes were annulled by parliament ; and the re^* 
venues of these houses were now exposed to the ra- 
pacity of the King and his favourites ^. The church 
had been so long their prey that nobody \fas sur- 
prised at any new inroads made upon her. * From 
the regular, Henry now proceeded to make devas- 
tations on the secular clergy. He extorted from 

* Burnety vo\ i. p. 3 14. 

^ Sec note £N], at tJie end of the volume. 

many. 
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CHAP. ^BOfiOky of the Imhops a surrender of cluster laoids; 

XXXII. and by this device he pillaged the sees of Capterl^iry, 

.^— y^— ; y^jk^ and London, and enriched his greedy jwirasites 

'^^*' and &itterers with their spoils. 
Ecclesias- The clergy have been commonly so fortunate as 
ticalaf- fQ make a concern for their temporal interests go 
V hand in hand with a jealousy for orthodoxy; and 
both these passions be regarded by the people, igno- 
mnt and superstitious, as proofis of zeal for reli- 
gion; But the violent and headstrong character of^ 
Henry now disjoined these objects. His rapacity 
was gratified by plundering the church, his biffotry 
and arrogance by parsecuting heretics. Though he 
engaged the parliament to midgate the penalties of 
the six articles, so far as regards the marriage of 
priests, which was now only subjected to a forfeitui^ 
of goods, chattels, and lands, during life; he was 
still equally bent on maintaining a rigid purity in 
speculative principles. He had appointed a com- 
;'ini$sion consisting pf the two archbishops, and se- 
veral bishops of both provinces, together with a 
considerable number of doctors of divinity ; a|xd by 
virtue of his ecclesiastical supremacy, he had given 
them in charge to chuse a religion for his people. 
Before the c;ommissioners had made any progress in 
this arduoui imdertaking, the p^liament in 1541 
had passed a law, by which they ratified all the te* 
nets which these divines should thereafter establish 
with the King's consent : And they were not asham- 
ed of thus expressly declaring that they took their 
religii^ lipon trust, and had no other rule, in spu 
ritval ^s well as temporal concerns, than die ^ihu 
trary Mrill of their master. There is only one clause 
of die ^tute which may seem at first sight to sa* 
your somewhat of the spirit of liberty : It was eui 
acted. That the ecclesiasdcal commissioners should 
estajbJish nothing repugnant to the laws and statutes 
of the realm.r But in reality this proviso was in- 
^lerted by th^ King, to serve his own purposes. By 
9 introducing 
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introducing a confusioa and contxadicdon into die CHAT. 
laws, he became more master of eyery oae^s Kfe and XXXII. 
property. And as the ancient independence of the ^—v-^^ 
church still gave him jealousy, he was well pleased, '^^' 
under cover of such a clause, to introduce appeals 
from the q>iritual to the civil courts. It was tor a 
like reason that he would never promulgate a body of 
canon law; and he encouraged the judges on all 
occasions to interpose in ecclesiastical causes, where* 
ever they thought the law of royal prerogative con* 
cemed. A haj^y innovatbn; though at first in- 
vented for arbitr^ purposes ! 

The 'King, armed by the authority of parliament, 
or rather by thdr acknowledgment of that spiritual 
supremacy which he believed inherent in him, em* 
ployed his commissioners to select a system of te* 
nets for the assent and belief of the natbn. A 
small volume was soon after published, called the 
Institution tf a Christian Man^ which was received 
by the convocation, and voted ta be the standard of 
orthodoxy. All the delicate points of justification^ 
faith, free-will, good works, and grace, are there 
defined with a leaning towards the opinion of the 
reformers: The sacraments, which a few years bei^ 
fore were only allowed to be three, were now in- 
creased to the number of seven, conformably to the 
sentiments c^ the catholics. The ling's caprice is 
discernible throughout die whole ; and the book is 
in reality to be nigarded as his compodtion.v Foe 
Henry while he miade his qmiion a rule for the mu 
tion, would tie his own hands by. no canon or au« 
thority, not even by any which he himsdtf had fer^ 
merly established. 

The peojde had occasion soon after, to see a 
foidier instance of the King's inconstancy. He was 
not long satisfied with his institution of a Christian 
Man: He ordered a new book to be composed, call* 
ed the Erudition of a Christian Man; and with- 
out asking the assmt of the convocation* he pub« 

hshed 
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CHAP; Ushed by his own authority, and that of the parlia« 
XXXII. ment, this new model of orthodoxy. It differs from 
^-"^'^'""-^ the bistitution « ; but the King was no less positive 
i54>* in his new creed than he had been in the old ; and 
he required the belief of the nation to veer about at 
his signal. In both these compositions he was par- 
ticularly careful to inculcate the doctrine of passive 
obedience ; and he was equally careful to retain the 
nation in the practice. 

While the King was spreading his own books 
among the people, he seems to have been extremely 
perplexed, as were also the clergy, what course to 
take with the scriptures. A review had been made 
by the synod, of the new translation of the Bible ; 
and Gardiner had jNTOposed, that instead of employ- 
^S Enffli^ expressions throughout, several Latin 
words ^ould still be preserved ; because they con- 
tained, as^ he pretended, such peculiar energy and 
sigmficance, that they had no correspondent terms 
' m die vulgar tongue \ Among these, were, ecdesia^ 
ptBnitentiaj ponti/eXf contritus^ holocaustay sacramen" 
turn, elemental ceremonUij mysterium, presbyter^ sa- 
crificiumy bumlitasj satisfaction peccatuniy gratia^ 
hostia^ cbaritasj &c. But as this mixture would 
have a{^>eared extremely barbarous, and was plainly 
calculated for no other purpose than to retain the 
people in their ancient ignorance, the propc^al was 
rejected. The knowledge of the peq>le, howev^, 
at least thdr jdisputative turn, senxied to be an in- 
convenience still more dangerous ; and the King and 
parliament^, soon after the publication oF the scrip- 
tures^ retracted the concession which they had for- 
merly made ; and prohibited all but gentlemen and 
mo^chants from perusing them\ Even that liberty 

was 

f Collter, vol ii. p. 190; * Burnet, wL i. p. 3 15. 

* Which met. on the 226. of January 1543. 
' 33 Hem VIII. c. i. The reading of the Bible, however, could 
tiot at that time have much effect in England, where so few penonf 

had 
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was not granted without an apparent hesitation, CHAP, 
and a dread of the consequences : These persons XXXII. 
were allowed to read, so it be done quietly and with ^—""v-^ 
good order. And the preamble to the act sets forth, ^^^^^ 
'* That many seditious and ignorant persons had 
" abused the liberty granted them of reading the 
" Bible, and that great diversity of opinion, ani- 
^^ mosities, tumults, and schisms, had been occa- 
^' sioned by perverting the sense of the scriptures." 
It seemed very difficult to reconcile the King's 
model for unirormity with the permission of free 
enquiry. 

The mass-book also passed imder the King's re- 
visal ; and little alteration was as yet made in it : 
Some doubtful or fictitious saints only were struck 
out ; and the name of the Pope was erazed. This 
latter precaution was likewise \ised with^ regard to 
every new book that was printed, or even old book 
that was sold. The word Pope was carefully omit- 
ted or blotted out*; as if that precaution could 
abolish the term from the language, or as if such a 
persecution of it did not rather imprmt it more strongly 
in the memory of the people. 

The King took care about this time to clear the 
churches from another abuse which had crept into 
them. Plays, interludes, and ferces, were there 
often acted in derision of the former superstitions ; 
and the reverence of the multitude for ancient 
principles and modes of worship was thereby gra- 
dually efiaced". We do not hear that .the ca- 
tholics attempted to retaliate, by employing this 
powerful engine against their adversaries, or en- 
deavoured by like arts to expose that fanatical spirit 
by which it appears the reformers were frequently 

had learned to read. There were but 500 copies printed of this 
first authorised edition of the Bible ; a book of which there are 
now several millions of copies in the kingdoin. 

* Parliamentary History, vol. iii. p.i 13. 

™ Burnet, vol. i. p. 318. 

VOL. IV. Q actuated. 
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CHAP, actuated. Perhaps the people were not disposed 
XXXn. to relish a jest on that side : Perhaps the greater sim- 
- ~^~ -' pUcity and the more spiritual abstract worship of the 
'^^^' protestants, gave less hold to ridicule, which is com- 
monly founded on sensible representations. It was, 
therefore, a very agreeable concession which the 
King made to the catholic party, to suppress entirely 
these religious comedies. 

Thus Henry laboured incessantly, by arguments, 
creeds, and penal statutes, to bring his subjects to 
an uniformity in their religious sentiments : But as 
he entered himself with the greatest earnestness 
into all those scholastic disputes, he encouraged the 
people, by his example, to apply themselves to the 
study of theology ; and it was in vain afterwards to 
expect, however present fear might restrain their 
tongues or pens, that they would cordially agree in 
any set of tenets or opinions prescribed to them. 
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. CHAR XXXIIL 

War witb Scotland. — Victory at Sokvay.-^ Death of 
James V.-— Treaty with Scotland. — New Rupture* 
— Rupture with France.-^ A Parliament.-^ Affairs 
of Scotland."^ A Farliantent.'-^Campaign in France. 
— A Parliament.'-^Peace with France and Scotland. 
'^^Persecutions.'^Execution of the Earl of Surrey. 
— Attainder of the Duke of Norfolk.-^ Death (f the 
King.'^^His Character. '^^ Miscellaneous Transac- 
tions. 

HENRY, being determined to ivenge himselF C H A P. 
on the King of Scots for slighting the ad- XXXj II. 
vances which he had made him, would gladly have ^,-^, 
obtained a supply from parliament, m order to War with 
prosecute that enterprise ; but as he did not think Scotlaod. 
it prudent to discover his mtendons, that assem- 
bly, conformably to their frugal maidms, would 
umlerstand no tunts ; and the King was disslppoint- 
ed in his expectations. He continued, hdwever, 
to make preparations fdr war; and as soon as he 
thought himself in a condition to invade Scotland, 
he published a mamfeto, by which he endeavoui*. 
ed to justify hosfflities. He complained of James's 
breach of word, in decHning the promised inter- 
view; which was the real ground of thtl quarrel": 
But itf ifrAtt to give a inore Specicfus colouring 
to the iwterprige, he mentioned other injuries; ^ 
^lamdy, that his nephew hid ^ranteid protection 
t6 sibme £ng&h rebels and fugitives, arid had de- 
tiiiiid totne territory, which Henry pretended be- 

■ BuchanaDi lib. 14. DnunmoAd in James the Fifth 
Q 2 
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CHAP, longed to England. He even revived the old claim 
XXXIII. to the vassalage of Scotland, and he summoned 
~'' ^ James to do homage to him as his liege lord and 
^^^^* superior. He employed the Duke of Norfolk, 
whom he called the scourge of the Scots, to com- 
mand in the war ; and though James sent the Bishop 
of Aberdeen, and Sir James Learmont, of Darsay, 
to appease his uncle, he would hearken to no terms 
of accommodation. While Norfolk was assembling 
. his army at Newcastle, Sir Robert Bowes, attended 
by Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Ralph Evers, Sir Brian La- 
toun, and others, made an incursion into Scotland, 
and advanced towards Jedburgh, with an intention 
of pillaging and destroying that town. The Earl 
of Angus, and- George Douglas, his brother, who 
had been many years banished their country, ^d 
had subsisted by Henry's bounty, joined the Eng- 
lish army in this excursion ; , and the forces com- 
manded by Bowes, * exceeded fow thousand men. 
James had not been negligent in his preparations 
for diefence, and had posted a considerable oody, 
under the command of the Earl of Huntley, for the 
protection of the borders. Lord Hume» at the head 
of his vassals, was hastening to join Huntley, when 
24th he met with the English army ^ and an action imme- 
^^S' diatdy ensued. During the engagement, the forces 
under Huntley began to appear; and the Engli^, 
afraid of being surrounded and overpowered, took 
to flight, and were pursued by the enemy. Evers, 
Latoun, and some other persons of distinction, were 
taken prisoners. A few only of small note, fell in 
the skirmish ^ 

The Duke of Norfolk, n^eanwhile, b^an to move 
from his camp at Newcastle; and being, attended 
by the Earls of Shrewsbury, Derby, Cumberland^ 
Surrey, Hertford, Rutland, with many others of the 
nobility, he advanced to the borders. His forces 

^ Buchanan, Hb. 14. 

amounted 
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amountied Id above twenty thousand men; and.it CHAP* 
required the utmost efforts of Scotland to resist XXXIII* 
such a formidable armamem. James had assembled ^^\\^ 
his whole military, force at Fala abd Sauti^ey, and ^ ' 
was ready to advance as soon as he should be in- 
formed of Norfolk's invading his kingdom. The 
English passed the Tweed at Beiwic^ and marched 
dion^ the hd^ks of the river as far as Kelso ; but 
hearing that James had collected near thirty thou- 
sand metky they repassed the river at that village, 
and retreated into their own countnr^. The Kmg 
of Scots, inflamed with a desire oi military glory, 
and of revenge on his invaders, gave the signal for 
pursuing them, and carrying, the war into England. 
He was surprised to find that his nobility, who 
were in general disaffected on account of the prefe- 
rence which he had given to the clergy, opposed this 
resolujdon, and refused to attiend him in hss projected 
enterprise. Enraged at this mutiny, he reproached 
them ^h cowardice, and threatened vengeance; 
but ttill resolved, with the forces which adhered to 
him^ to make an impressicmon the enemy* He sent 
ten thousand men to the west^ti borders, who en- 
tered England at Solway frith ; and he himself fol- 
lowed them at a small distance, ready to join them 
upon occasbn. Disgusted, however, at uie refrac- 
tory dispositicoL of bis nc^les, he sent a message to 
the army^ dq>rivmg Lord Maxwell their general of 
his commission, and conferring the command on 
Oliver Sinickir, a privs^e gentleman, who was his 
fiivourite. The army was eictremely di^usted with 
this alteration, and was ready to didiiand; when a 
snooll body of English appeared, not exceeding 500 
men, under the command of Dacres and Musgrave. 
A panic sieized the Scots, who immediately took 24thNoT. 
to flight, and were pursued by the enemy. Few Viaory 
were killed in this rout ; for it was no action ; but a ^^ * 
great many were taken prisoners, and some of the 

^ Buchanan, lib. 14. 

Q 3 principal 
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CHAP« principal nobility: Among these the Earls of Cas- 

XXXIII stiis and Glencaim ^ the Lords Maxwel, Flemings 

'^ "-" -^ SomerviUe^ Oliphaiity Grey, who were all sait 

^^^' to. London, and given in custody to diflfierent no* 

hlemen. 

The King of Scots, hearing of this disaster, was 
astonished; and being naturally cS z melancholic 
disposition, as well as endowed with a high spirit, 
he lost all command df his temper bn this d&mal 
occaaon. ^ Rage against his nobility, who he be- 
lieved had betrayed him; shame for a defeat by 
$uch unequal numbers ; regret for die past, fear of 
the fatiire; all thes& passions so wrought upon 
him, that he would admit of no consolation, but 
absoidoned himself wholly to despair* ISs body 
was wasted by sympathy with his anxious nnnd ; 
and even his life began to be thought in demger. He 
had na issue living ; and hearing that tm Queen 
was safely delivei^, he asked whether she had 
l;>cougfat him amsde or a female child I Being told 
the iattea: ; he turned himself in lus bed : ^^ The 
f( crown came with a woman,*' said he, ^^ and it 
^^ will go with one : Many miseries await this poor 
'^ kingdom : Henry will make it hi^ own either by 
n^^?^f' ^ ^^^^ of arms or by marriage/' A few days after, 
James the ^® expired, m the flower of his are ; a Prince of con- 
Fiftk. ^ersdbk virtues and talents ; weH fitted, by lus i^* 
lance: and personal courage, f6r rq>ressing those dis- 
orders to which his kingdom during that age was so 
much exposed. He executed jusdce with impartiality 
and rigour ; but as he supported the commonalty 
and die church against the rapine of the nobility, he 
escaped not the hatred of ^at order. The prptes- 
tants also, whom he opposed, have endeavoured to 
throw many stains on his memory; but have not 
been able to fix any considerable imputation upoa 

^ See note [O], at tbe end of the vobiiiie. 
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Hbk&st was no sooner informed of tbis victory^ eHAP# 
and of the death of his nqihew, than he projected^ XXXm* 
as Jaines had fcMreseen, the sch^ne of uniting Soot- ^ ^~ '" 
had to his own domwions, by marrying his son '^^^' 
Edward to the heiress of that kingdcHn '. He called 
togetho* the Scottish nobles who were his priaoners ; 
aifed after reproaching them in severe tarns for 
thar pretended breach of treaty, he began to soften 
his tone, and proposed to them this expedient, by 
which he hoped those disorders, so prejudicial to 
both states, would for the future be prevented* He 
offered to bestow on them their liberty without 
rtnsom ; and only required of them engagements 
ta hvow the marriage of the Prince of Wales 
with their young mistress. They were easily pre* 
vailed on to give their assent to a proposal whkh 
seemed so natural and so advantageous to both 
kii^doms; and being conducted to Newcastle, 
tl;^ delivered to the Duke of Nor£c4k hostages 
for their return, in case the intended nuptials imore 
not compleated : And they tbaice proceeded, to 
Scodand, whene they found aftairs in some con- 
fusion, 

Th£ Pope, observing his authority in ScotlMid 
to be in danger from tbe spreading ol the new opi* 
nkms, had bestowed on Bealoo, the Primate, dse 
dignity of cardinal, in order to^ confer more inBur 
eiuse upon htm ; and that prelate had long been se- 
garded as prime minister to James, and as the head 
of thatf party which defended the ancient privileges 
and property of the ecdeuastics. Upon the d^uth 
of hiiB master, this man, appfehendve of the cour 
sequences both to his party and to himself, endea- 
voured to keep possession of power ; and for that 
purpose he is accused of executing a. deed, which 
required a high degree of temerity* He forged, it 
is saki, a will for the King, appoihting himself, and 
three noblemen more, regents of the kingdom dur- 

^Stowcy p. 584. Herbeit> BurDftf Buchanan. 
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C HA P, iftg the tmnority of the infant Princess' : At least, for 
XXXIII. historians are not well agreed in the circumstances of 
*^^^~—f the fact, he had read to James a paper of that import, 
^^^^' to which that monarch, during the delirium which 
preceded his death, had given an imperfect assent 
and approbation '* By virtue of this will Beaton had 
put himself in possession of the government; and 
having united his interests with those of the Queen- 
dowager, he obtained the consent of the conven- 
tion of states, and excluded the pretensions of the Earl 
of Arran. 

James Earl of Arran, of the name of Hamilton^ 
was next heir to the crown by his grandmother, 
daughter of James III. and on that account seemed 
best entitled to possess that high office mto which 
the cardinal had intruded himself. The project 
also of his succession after a Princess, who was in 
such tender infancy, procured him many partisans ; 
and though his character indicated little spirit, ac» 
tivity, or ambition, a propensity which he had dis* 
covered for the new opinions had attached to him 
all the zealous promoters of those innovations. By 
means of these adherents, joined to the vassals of his 
own family, he had been able to make opposition to 
the cardinal's administration; and the suspicion of 
Beaton's forgery, with the accession of the noble* 
men who had been prisoners in England, assisted 
too by some money sent from London, was able 
to turn the balance in his favour. The Earl of 
Angus and his brother, having taken the presait 
opportunity of retiirning into their native coun- 
try, opposed the cardinal with all the credit c^ 
that powerful family; and the majority of the 
coaviention had now embraced opposite interests 
to &09e which formerly prevailed. Arran was 
declared governor: the cardinal was committed to 
custody under the care of Lord Seton ; and a nego- 

* Sadler's Letters, p.i6i. Spotswoody p. 71* BuchanUn, lib. 15. 
^ John Knox 9 History of tine Refc^Tnation. 

tiation 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HENRY VIII. 233 

tiation was commenced with Sir Ralph Sadler, the CHAP. 
English ambassador, for the marriage of the infant XXXIII^ 
Queen with the Prince of Wales. The following ^— -r-*^ 
conditions were quickly agreed on ; that die Queen Xrwlty 
should remain in Scotland till she should be ten years with 
of age } that she should then be sent to England to Scotland. 
be educated ; that six Scottish noblemen should im-. 
med^tely be delivered as hostages to Henry; and 
that the kingdom, notwithstanding its union with 
l^ngland, should still retain its laws and privileges ^ 
By means of these equitable conditions the war be- 
tween the nations, which had threatened Scotland with 
such dismal calamities, seemed to be fully ccnaposed, 
and to be changed into perpetual concord and amity. 

But the cardinal-primate, having prevailed on 
Setcm to restore him to his liberty, was able, by his 
intrigues, to confound all* these measures, which 
appeared so well concerted. He assembled the 
most considerable ecclesiastics; and having repre- 
saited to them the imminent danger to which their 
revenues and privileges were exposed, he persuad- 
ed them to collect privately from the clergy a -large 
sum of money, by which, if entrusted to his ma- 
nagement, he engaged to overturn the schemes of 
their enemies "". Besides the pardsans whom he ac- 
quired by pecuniary motives, he. roused up the zeal 
of those who were attached to the catholic worship ; 
and he represented the union with England as 
the sure fore-runner of ruin to the church and to 
the ancient religion. The national antipathy of the 
Scots to their southem neighbours was also an in- 
fallible engine by which the cardinal wrought upon 
the people; and though the terror of Henry's 
arms, and their own mability to make resistance, 
had procured a temporary assait to the alliance and 
marriage proposed, the settled habks of the nation 
produced an extreme aversion to those m^isures. 

» Sir Ralph Sadler's. Letters. *^ Buchanan, lib. ij. 

The 
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CHAP« The Engl^i ambassador and his retimie recwfied 
XXXIII. many insuks fimn persons whom the cardinal had 
"^"-^ -^ instigated to commit those violences, in hopes of 
^^^'* bringing on a rupture: But Sadler prudently dis** 
sembled the matter ; and utraited patiently till the day 
appointed for the dettvery of the hostages^ He then 
demanded x^f the Regent the performance of that im* 
portant article; but received for answer, that his 
authority i^iras very precarious, that the nation had 
now taken ^ different impressbn, and that it was not 
in his power to compel any of the nobility to deliver 
themselves a3 hostages to the English. Sadler, 
foreseeing the consequoice of this refusal, sent a 
summons to all those who had been prisoners in Eng-^ 
land, and required them to fulfil the promise wluch 
diey had given of returning into custody. None of 
them showed so much sentim^it of honour as to 
fiilfil their mgagements, excqpt Gilbert Kennedy 
Eart of Cassilis. Henry was so well pleased with the 
bdiaviour of tlus nobleman, that he not only re* 
ceived him graciously, but honoured lum with pre* 
sents, gave him his liberty, and sent him back to 
Scotland, with his two brothers whom he had left as 
hostages \ 
New nip. This behaviour of the Scottidi nobles, though it 
ture. reflected dishonour on the nation, was not ^fisagree* 
able to the carc&tal, who foresaw that all these per- 
sons would now be deeply interested to mamtain 
their enmity and opposition to England. And as a 
war was soon expected with that kingdom, he found 
it necessary immediately to apply to France, and to 
crave di^ assistance ot tl»it andent ally during the 
present dktresses of the Scottish nation. T£)ugfa 
the French King was fully sensible of his interest in 
supportmg Scotland, a demand of aid could not 
have been made on him at a more unseasonable 
juncture. His pretensions on the Milanese, and his 

* Buchanan^ lib. i;. 
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^^sentment against Charles, had engaged him la a CHAP. 
VfdT with that potentate ; and haring made gr«at XXXllt. 
thdugh fruitless e&rts during the precediiig cam- '^-^v*--' 
pakn, ^ he w»s the more disabled at present from *^*^* 
detending h& own dominionis, much mote fmi^ 
granting any succour to the Scots. Mafttbev Stuait 
Earl of Lenox, a young nobleman of a great fupily, 
was at that time in die French court; and Francis 
bdng informed that he was engaged in ancient and 
here^tary emmty with the Hamiltons, who had 
murdered his fath^, sent him over to his native 
country, as a supped to flie cardinal and the 
queen^motfaer i And - he promised that a supply of 
money, and, if necessary, even militafy Meeours, 
should soon be di^tched after him» Ajrran, the 
governor, sedng all these Reparations against him, 
assembled his fnends, and made an attempt to get die 
parson of the infant Queen into his^ custody; but 
being repulsed, he was obliged to come to an accom- 
mod^ition with his enemies, and to entrust that pre- 
cious charge to four neutral pet^sons, the heads of 
potent fanufies, the Grahams, Areddnes, Undseys^ 
and Levingstones, The arrival of Lenox, in die 
midst of these transactions, served to render the 
victory of the French party over the English still more 
indisputable ^« 

The qpposidon which Henry m^ with in Scot- Rupture 
land from the French intrigues excited his resent^ with 
nient, and farthCT confirmed the resolution which ^'*"^- 
he had already taken, of breaking with France, and 
of uniting his arms with those dF the Emperor. He 
had other grounds of complaint against the French 
King, which, though not of great importance, yet 
bdng recent, were able to overbalance those great 
injuries which he had formerly received from 
Charies. He pretended that Francis had engaged 
to imitate his example in separating himself en^ 

y BttchanaD, lib* 15. Drummond. 
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CHAP, tirely £rom the aee ct Rome, and that he had broken 
XXXIII. his promise in that particular. He was dissatisfied 
' "^~ -^ that James his nephew had been allowed to marry, 
'^*^' first Magdalene of France, then a Princess of the 
house of Guise; and he considered these alliances 
as pledges which Francis gave of his intentions to 
support the Scots again^ the power of England'. 
He had been informed of some railleries which the 
French King had thrown out against his conduct 
with regard to his wives. He was disgusted that 
Francis^ after so many obligations which he owed 
him, had sacrificed him to the Emperor ; and in the 
confidence of friendship, had rashly revealed his 
secrets to that subtle and interested monarch. And 
he complained that regular payments were never 
made of the sums due to him by France, and of the 
pension which had been stipulated. Impelled by 
all these motives, he alienated hitnself from his 
ancient friend and confederate, and formed a league 
with the Emperor, who earnestly courted his alii* 
ance. This league, besides stipulations for mutual 
defence, contained a plan for invading France; and 
the two monarchs agi'eed to enter Francis's domi- 
nions with an army, each of twentyfive thousand 
men ; and to require that Prince to pay Henry all 
the sums which he owed him, and to consign Bou- 
logne, Montr^uil, Terouenne, and Ardres, as a se- 
curity for the regular payment of his pension for th« 
* future : In case these conditions were rejected, the 
confederate Princes agreed to challenge for Henry 
the crown of France, or, in default of it, the dutchies 
of Normandy, Aquitaine, and Guienne ; for Charles, 
the dutchy of Burgundy, and some other territo* 
ries*. That they might have a pretence for en- 
forcing these claims, they sent a message to Francis, 
requinng him to renounce his alliance with Sultan 
Solyman, and to make reparation for all the pre^- 

* Pcre Daniel. * Rymer, voL xiv. p. 768. voL xv. p. 2. 
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judice' which Christdidom had sustiuned from that CHAP, 
imnatural confederacy. Upon the Erench King's XXXIII. 
rrfusal, war was declared against him by the allies. -,'""' ~^ 
It may be proper to remark, that the partisans of ^^^'* 
France objected to Charles his alliance with the 
heretical King of England, as no less obnoxious 
than that wtuch Francis had contracted with Soly- 
man : And they observed, that this league was a 
breach of the solemn promise which he had given 
to Clement VII. never to make peace or alliance with 
England. > 

While the treaty with the Emperor was nego- 2 2d Jan. 
tiating the King summoned a new sesaon cf parna- ^ parlia- 
ment, in order to obtain supplies for his {projected ™^"^* 
war with France. The parliament granted him a 
subsidy, to be paid in three years : It was levied, in 
a peculW manner ; but exceeded not three shillings 
in the pound upon any individual ^. The convoca^ 
tion gave the King six shillings in the pound, to be 
l^ed in three years. Greater sums were always, even 
during the establishment of the catholic religion, ex* 
acted from the clergy than from the laity : Which 
made the Emperor Charles say, when Henry dis* 
solved the monasteries, and sold theur revenues, or 
bestowed them on his nobility and courtiers, that 
he had killed the hen which brought him the goldeii 

. ^ The parliament also facititated the execution of 
the former law, by which the King's proclamations 
were made equal to statutes: They appdnt^ that 
any nine counsellors should form a legal court for 

^ They who were worth in goods twenty shillings and upwards 
-to five pounds^ paid four pence of every pound ; from five pounds 
to ten pounds* eight pence ; from ten: pounds to twenty pounds* 
sixteen pence ; from twenty and upwanls* two shillings. Lands* 
fees* and annuities, from twenty shillings to five pounds, paid 
eight-pence in the pound ; from five pounds to ten pounds, six- 
teen pence ; from ten pounds to twenty pounds, two shillings ; 
from twenty pounds and upwards* three shillings. 

' Colliery vol. it. p. 176. 
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CHAP, poiushmg all dbobedlence to proclamatioas. The 

XXXIIL total aboli^n of juries in criminal czvasei as well as 

^" *^r*-^ of all parliataentSy seemed, if the King had so 

'543- pleased^ the necessary consequence of this enoN 

mous law. He might issue a proclamation, enjoining 

the executicm of any penal statute, and afterward 

try the crkninals, not for breach of the statute, but 

for disobedience to his proclamation. It is remarkable 

that Lord Mountpy entered a protest against this law ; 

and it is equally remarkable, that that prote^ is the 

only one entered against any public bill during this 

whole reign ^ 

It was enacted' this session, That any spiritual 
person who preached or taught contrary to the doc- 
trine contained in the King's book, the Erudition tf 
n Christian Man^ or contrary to any doctrine which 
he should theret^er promulgate, was to be admitted 
on the first convictbn to renounce his error; on the 
second, he was required to carry a faggot ; which if 
hs refiised to do, or fell into a tlurd offence, he was t^ 
be burnt. But the laity, for the third offimce, were 
only to forfeit their goods and chattels, and be liable 
to perpetual imprisonment Indictments must be laid 
within a year after the o£Fence, and the prisoner was 
allowed to bring wimesses for hts exculpation. 
These penalties were lighter than those which 
were formerly imposed on a denial of the real 
presence: It was, however, subjoined in this sta- 
tute, that the act of the six articles was still in force. 
But in order to make the King more entirely master 
of his people, it was enacted. That he might her^ 
after at his pleasure, change this act, or any pro- 
vision in it. By this clause both parties were re^ 
tadned in subjection: So fiu* as r^arded religion, 
the Kin^ was invested in the fullest manner with the 
sole legislative authority in his kingdom: And all 
his subjects were, under the severest penalties, ex« 

* Burnet, p.322. * 34^and 35 Hen. VIIL c. i. 
1 1 pressly 
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prefisly bound to recdve implicitly whatever doctrine CHAP; 
he should please to recomthend to them. XXXIII. 

The reformers began to entertain hopes that this '^ '^~^ 
great power of the crown might still be employed i/th^y. 
in their favour. The Kin^ married Catherine Rir, 
widow of Nevil, Lord Latimer ; a woman of virtue, 
and somewhat inclmed to the new doctrine* By this 
mairriage Henry confirmed ndiatt had fimnerly beerii 
foretold in jest, that he would be obliged to espouse 
a widow. The King's league with the Iknperor 
seemed a circumstance no less favourable to the ca* 
tholic party ; and thus matters remained stiU nearly 
balanced between the factions. 

The advantages gained by this powerful ccmfede- 
racy between Henry and Chsurles were incon^derable 
during the present year. The campaign was q>ened 
with a victory gained by the Duke of Cleves, Fran* 
ds's ally, over the forces of the Emperor^; Frtn- 
ds in person took the field early, and made him- 
self master, vdthout resistance, of the whole dutchy 
of Luxembourg: He afterwards took Latrdreey, 
and added some fortifications to it. Charles having 
at last assembled a powerful army, appeared in the 
Low Countries; and after taking almost every for^- 
tress m the dutchy of Cleves, he reduced the Duke 
to accept of the terms which he was pleased to 
prescribe to him. Bemg then joined by a body of 
six thousand English, he sat down before Landrecy, 
and covered the siege with an army of above forty 
thousand men. Francis advanced at the head c^ 
an army not much inferior ; as if he intended to 
give the Emperor battle, or obKge him to raise the 
siege: But while these two rival monarchs were 
facmg each other, and all men were in expectation 
of some ^reat event, the French King found means 
of throwing succour into Landrecy; and having 
thus effected his purpose, he skilfully made a retreat. 

^MemoiresduBeMayy lib. lo. 

Charles, 
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CHAP ^^l^? finding the season far advanced; despaii'ed of 

XXXIII. success in his enterprise, and found it necessary to go 

V— "v--^ into winter quarters. 
y>43- The vanity of Henry was flattered by the figure 

^otSiA which he made in the great transactions on the con- 
tinent : But the interests of his kingdom were more 
deeply concerned in the event of affairs in Scot- 
land. Arran, the governor, was of so indolent and 
unambitious a character, that had he not been sti- 
mulated by his friends and dependents, he never had 
aspired to any share in the administraticMi ; and when 
he found himself overpowered by the party of the 
Queen-dowager, the cardinal, and the Earl of Lenox, 
he was glad to accept of any terms of accommoda- 
tion, however dishonourable. He even gave theui a 
sure pledge of his sincerity, by renouncing the prin- 
ciplesof me reformers, and reconciling himself to the 
Romish communion in the Franciscan church at Stir- 
ling. By this weakness and levity he lost his credit 
witn the whole nation, and rendered the protestants^ 
who were hitherto the chief support of his power, his 
mortal enemies. . The cardinal acquired an entire as- 
cendant in the kingdom : The Queen-dowager placed 
implicit confidence in him : The governor was obliged 
to yield to him in every" pretension : Lenox alcme was 
become an obstacle to his measures, and reduced him 
to some difficulty. 

The inveterate enmity which had taken place be- 
tween the jfamilies of Lenox and Arran made the in- 
terests of these two noblemen entirely incompatible ; 
and as the cardinal and the French party, in order to 
engage Lenox the more in their cause, had flattered 
him with the hopes of succeeding to the crown after 
thdr infant sovereign, this rivalship had tended still 
farther to rouse the animosity of the Hamiltons. 
Lenox too had been encouraged to aspire to the 
marriage of the Queen-dowager, which would have 
given him some pretensions to the regency ; and as 

he 
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he wsi% become assuming on account of the services CHAP, 
which he had rfiudered the party, the cardinal found XXXI IX. 
that ance he must chuse betwreen the friendiship of -^^^ 
Lenox and that of Arran^ the latter nobleman, who ^^^^ 
vas more easily governed, and who was invested 
with pre^^t authority, was in every respect prefer- 
able. Lenox, finding that he was not likely to suc- 
ceed in his pretensions to the Queen-dowager ; and 
that Arran, iavoured by the cardinal, had acquired 
the ascendancy, retired to Dunbarton, the governor 
of which was entirely at his devotion: He en- 
tered into a secret correspondence with the English 
court; and he summoned his vassals and partisans 
to attend him. All those who were inclined to the 
protestant religion, or were on any account discon- 
tented with the cardinal's administration, now regarded 
Lenox as the head of their party ; and they readily 
made him a tender of their services. In a little time 
be had collected an army of ten thousand men, 
and he threatened his enemies with immediate de* 
iOruction. The cardinal had no equal force ^o op- 
pose to him.f but as he was a prudent man, he 
foresaw that Lenox could not long subsist so great 
an army, and he endeavoured to gain time by 
opemng a negotiation with him. He seduced his 
followers by various artifices; he prevailed on the 
Douglasses to change party ; he represented to the 
whole nation the danger of civil wars au^ commo- 
tbns : And Lenox, observing the imequal contest in 
which he was engaged, was at last obliged to lay down 
his arms, and to accept of an accommodation with 
the gomemor and the cardinaL Present peace was 
xfiStored ; but no confidence took place between the 
pflorties. Lenox, fortifying his castles, and putmi^ 
himifcplf la a. posture of defence, waited the arrtvau 
of English succours, from whose assistance alone 
he expected to obtain the superipsity over his 
enemies. 

vol- IV. R Whua 
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CHAP. While the winter season restrained Henry from 
X^XIII. military operations, he summoned a new parliament ; 
^^- ^ in which a law was passed, such as he was pleased to 
Hn,^L dictate, with regard to the succession of the crown. 
A parlia- After declaring that the Prince of Wales or any of 
ment. the King's male issue, were first and immediate heirs 
to the crown, the parliament restored the two Prin- 
cesses, Mary and Elizabeth, to their right of suc- 
cession. This seemed a reasonable piece of justice, 
and corrected what the Eling's former violence had 
thrown into confusion ; but it was impossible for 
Henry to do any thing, how laudable soever, with- 
out betraying, in some circumstance, his usual extra- 
vagance and caprice : Though he opened the way 
for these two Princesses to mount the thfone, he 
would not allow the acts to be reversed which bad 
declared them illegitimate ; he made the parliament 
confer on him a power of still excluding therA, if they 
refused to submit to any conditions which he should 
be pleased to impose ; and he required them to ^lact, 
that in default of his own issue, he might dispose 
of the crown as he pleased, by will or letters pa- 
tent. He did not probably foresee, that, in propor- 
tion as he degraded the parliament, by rendering it 
the passive instrument of his variable and violent in- 
clinations, he taught the people to regard all its acts 
as invalid, and thereby defeated even the purposes 
which he was so bent to. attain. 

An act passed, declaring that the King's usual 
$tyle should be '^ King of England, France, and 
** Ireland, defender of the faith, and on eardi the 
" supreme head of the church of England and Ire- 
-. V land«" It seemed a palpable inconsistency .to re- 
tain the title of Defender of the faith wMch the 
coiurt of ^ Rome had conferred on him, for .maintain- 
ing its cause against Luther; and yet subjoin his 
ccclesiasdcal.suprraiacy Jn opposition to the claims of 
that court. 
L.' * An 
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All act also passed for the remisaon of the debt CHAP, 
which the King had lately contracted by a general XXXIII. 
-loan, levied upon the people. It will ea^y be ^'"*-v— ' 
believed, that after the former act of this kind, the '^^' 
loan was not entirely voluntary K But there was a 
peculiar circumstance attending the present statute, 
which none but Henry would have thought of; 
namely, that those who had already gotten payment, 
either in whole or in part, should refund the money 
to the exchequer. 

The oaths which Henry imposed for the security 
of his ecclesiastical model, were not more reasonable 
than his other mjsasures. All his subjects of any 
distinctioA had already been c^liged to renounce the 
Pope's supremacy ; but as the clauses to which they 
swore iiad not been deemed entirely satisfactory, ano- 
ther oath was imposed ; and it wa& added, that all 
those who had taken the former oaths should be un- 
derstood to have taken the new one \ A strange 
supposition! to represent men as bound by an oath 
which they had never taken. 

The most commendable law to which the parlia- 
ment gave thdr sanction, was that by which they 
mitigated the law of the six articles, and enacted, 
that no person should be put to his trial upon an ac- 
cusation concerning any of the oflfences comprised in 
that sanguinary statute, except on the oath of twelve 
persons before commissioners authorised for the pur- 
pose : and that no person should be ar^sted or com- 
mitted to ward for any such offence before He was in- 
dicted. Any preacher accused of speaking in his ser- 
mon contrary to these articles, must be indicted within 
forty days. 

The King always experienced the limits of his au- 
thority whenever he demanded subsidies, however 
moderate, from the parliament ; and therefore, not 
to hazard a refusal, he made no mention this session 

« 35 Hen. VIII. c. 12. * $5 Hen^ VIIl. c. i. 
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C HA P. of a supply : But as his wars both in France and Scot- 
XXXUI. land, as well as his usual prbdigafity, had involved him 
^—''^~' -' in great expence, he had recourse to odier methods 
'544- Qf filling his exchequer. Notwithstanding the former 
abolition of his debts, he yet required new loans from 
his subjects : And he enhanced gold from forty-five 
shillings to forty-eight an ounce ; and silver from three 
shillings ^nd nine-pence to four shillings. His pre- 
tence for this innovation was to prevent the money 
' from being exported; as if that expedient could 
anywise serve the purpose. He even coined some 
base money, and ordered it to be current by procla- 
mation. He named commissioners for levying a 
benevolence, and he extorted about seventy^thousand 
pounds by this expedient. Read, alderman of Lon- 
don \ a man somewhat advanced in years, having re- 
fused to contribute, or not coming up to the expecta- 
tion of the commissioners, was inroUed as a foot soU 
dier in the Scottish wars, and was there taken prkoner«) 
Roach, who had been equally refractory, was thrown 
into prison, and obtained not his liberty but by paying 
a large composition *". . These powers of the preroga- 
tive (which at that time passed unquestioned,) the 
compelling of any man to serve in any office, and the 
imprisoning of any man during pleasure, not to men- 
tion the practice of extorting loans-, roidered the 
soverdgn in a manner absolute master of the 
person and property of every individual. 

Early this year the King sent a fleet and an army 
to invade Scotland. The fleet consisted of near two 
hundred vessels, and carried on board ten thousand 
men. Dudley Lord Lisle commanded the sea fiorces ; 
the Earl of Hertford the land. The troops were 
disenibari^ed near Leith; and, after dispersing a 
small body which opposed them, they took that 
town without resistance, and then marched to 

i Herbert. Stowe, p.588. -fiaker, p.292. 
^ Oowhf^iii VAnnals. Stowe, p.jQS., 
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Edinburgh. The gates were soon beaten down (for c HAP. 
little or no resistance was made;) and the English XXXIII. 
first jHllaged, and then set fire to the city. The ' — ^""^ 
regent and cardinal were not prepared $0 oppose so ^^^' 
great a force^ and they fled to Stirling. Hertford 
marched eastward ; and being joined by a new body 
under Evers, warden of the east marches, he laid 
waste the whole country, burned and destroyed 
Haddington and Dunbar, then retreated into Eng- 
land } having lost only forty men in the whole ^x- 
peditk>n. The Earl ol Arran collected some forces ; 
but finding that the English were already departed^ 
he turned them against Lenox, who was justly sus- 
pected of a correspondence with the enemy. That 
nobleman, after making some resistance^ was obliged 
to fly into England ; where Hamry settled a pension 
on him, and even gave him his niece. Lady IV^garet 
Douglas, in marriage. In return, Lenox stipulated 
conditions by whicn, had he be^ able to execute 
them, he must have reduced his country to total 
servitude K 

Henry's policy was blamed in this sudden and 
violent incursioh ; by which he inflained the passions 
of the Scots, without subduing their s{Mrit ; and it 
was commonly said, that he did too much if he in- 
tended to solicit an alliance, and too little if he 
meant a conquest \ But the reason of his recallmg 
the troops so soon was, his eagerness to carry on a 
projected enterprise against France, in which he in- 
tended to employ the whole force of his kingdom. 
He had concerted a plan with the Emperor, which 
threatened the total ruin of that monarchy, and 
must, as a necessary consequence, have involved 
the ruin of England. These two Princes had agreed 
to invade France with forces ampunting to above a 
hundred thousand mai : Henry engaged to set Qut 
from Calais ; Charles from the Low Countries : They 

* Rymcr, vol. xv. p.aj. 29. "• Herbert. Burnet. 
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CHAP, were to enter on no aege ; but leaving all the fixmtier 

XXXIII. towns behind them, to march directly to Paris, where 

^ ~^~ -^ they' were to join their forces, and thence to proceed 

^^^^ to the entire conquest of the kingdom. Fxancis could 

not oppose to these formidable preparations much 

above forty thousand mem 

Henry, having appointed the Queen regent dur- 
ing his absence, passed over to Calais with thirty 
thousand men, accompanied by the Dukes of Nor- 
i4thJuly. folk and Suffolk, Fitzalan Earl of Arundel, Vere 
Cam- Earl of Oxford, the Earl of Surrey, Paulet Lord St- 
^vlfnce!" Jf^^^' ^^^ Ferrers of Chartley, Lord Mountjoy, 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Sir Anthony Brown, Sir 
Francis Bryan, and the inost flourishing nobility ajad 
gentry of his kingdom. The English army was 
soon joined by the Count de Buren, Admiral of Flan, 
ders, with ten thousand foot and four thousand 
horse ; and the whole composed an army which 
nothing on that frcmtier was able to resist The 
chief force of the French armies was drawn to the 
side of Champagne, in order to oppose the Impe- 
rialists. . , 

The Emperor, with an army of near sixty thousand 
^ men, had taken the field much earlier than Heiuy ; 

and not to lose time, while he waited for the arri- 
val of his confederate, he sat down before Luxem- 
bourg, which was surrendered to him : He thence 
proceeded to Commarcy on the Meuse, which he 
took: Ligny met with the same fate: He next laid 
siege to St. Disier on the Mame, which, though a 
weak place made a brave resistance, under the Count 
of Sancerre the governor, and the siege was protracted 
beyond expectation.- 

The Emperor was employed before this town at 
the time the English forces were assembled in Picar- 
dy. Henry, either tempted by the defenceless con- 
dition of the French frontier, *©r thinking that th^ 
Emperor had first broken his engagement, by form- 
ing sieges, or perhaps foreseeing at last the dangerous 

conse- 
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consequaices of entirely subduing the French ^wer, CHAP, 
instead of marching forward to Paris, sat down JCXXIII. 
before Montredl ai^ Boulogne. The Duke of Nor- ' — v-"*^ 
folk commanded the army before Montreuil : The ^^^' 
King himself that before Boulogne. Vervin was 
governor of the latter place, and under him Philip 
Corse, a brave old soldier, who encouraged the 
garrison to defend themselves to the last extremity 
against the English. He was killed during the 14th 
course of the siege, and the town was immediately Sept. 
surrendered to Henry by the cowardice of Vervin ; 
who was afterwards beheaded for this dishonourable 
capitulation. ' 

DuRiNb' the course of this siege Charles had taken 
St. Disier ; and finding the season much advanced, 
he bega^ to hearken to a treaty of peace with France, 
since all his Schemes for subduing that kingdom 
were likely to prove abortive. In order to have a 
pretence for deserting his ally, he sent a messenger 
to the English camp, requiring Henry inunediately 
to fulfil his engagements, and to meet him with his 
army before Paris. Henry replied, that he was too 
Ux engaged in the siege of Boulogne to raise it with 
honour, and that the Emperor himself had first bro- 
ken the concert by bedegii^ St. Disier. This an- 
swer served Charles as a sufficient reason for com 
duding a peace with Francis, at Crepy, where no i8tk 
mention was made of England. He stipulated to Sept. 
give Flanders as a dowry to his daughter, whom he 
agreed to marry to the Duke of Orleai^ Francis's 
second son ; and Francis in return withdrew his 
troops from Piedmont and Savoy, ^ and renounced 
all claim to Milan, Naples, and other territories in 
Italy. This peace, so advantageous to Fraads; was 
procured psutly by the deciave victory obtained i« 
the beginning of the campaign by the Count of An- 
guyen over the ImperiaUsts at CerisoUes in Pied- 
inemt^ partly by the Emperor's great d^e to turn 
his arms against the protestant Princes m Geirmany.. 

R 4 Charles 
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CHAP, duties Ordered bis troops to separate from the Eng- 

XXXIII. lish in Picardy ; and Henry, finding himself p^ligedt 

"^^^ -^ to raise the siege of Montreuil, returned into England. 

3bth * This campaign served to the populace as matter of 

Sept. great triumph i but all men of sense concluded that 

the King had, as in all his former military enterprises, 

made, at a great expence, an acquisition wtAch was of 

no importance. 

Th£ war with Scotland, meanwhile, was con- 
4 ducted feebly, and with various success. Sir Ralph 
Ev^rs, now Lord Evers, and Sir Brian Latoun, made 
aii inroad into that kingdom ; and having laid waste 
the counties of Tiviotdale and the Merse, they pro-* 
ceeded to the abbey of Coldingham, which they 
took possession of and fortified. The governor dsr 
^mbled an army of eight thousand men, in order 
to dislodge them from this post: but he had no 
90oner opened his batteries before the place than a 
suddeii panic seized him ; he left the army, and fled 
td Dunbar. He complained of the mutiny of hia 
trobps, and prietended apprehenaons lest they 
^uld deliver him into the bands of the Engli^.t 
$ut his o^ tmwarlike spirit was generally believed 
to have h^m the modve of this di^nourable flig^; 
The Scottish army^ upon th^ departure o( ih&f 
general, fell into confusion; and had not 4ngW^ 
with a few of his retainers, brought off the caasioiH 
and prdtected their rear, the Engli^ might hav€^ 
gained great advantages over them. Evers, elated 
tx^th this success^ boasted to Henry that he had con«» 
quered all Gotland to the Forth; and he claimed a 
reward for this important service. The Duke of 
Norfolk, who knew with what difficulty ^utih a^:- 
quisitioas would be maintained against a wa^Uk4 
a^etoy, advised the Kong to grant him, as. his x^ 
wat'd, the conquests of which he blasted ao h]|hi]!!4 
i;45* The next inroad made by the English shewed the 
vsmity of EVers's hopes. This ceneral led about 
fire thousand men ima liviotd^il^, md was eni' 
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ffoTfed in ravaging that country, when inldligcnce CHAP# 
was l^rought hun that some Scottish forces appeared XXXlIIr 
near the abbey of Mehross. Angus had roused the *"• ~-~-^ 
governor to more activity; and a proclamation be- 
ilig issued for assembling the troops of the nei^h* ' 

bouring coimties, a considerable body had repaired 
thither to oppose the enemy. Norman Lesley, son 
of the Earl of Rothes, 4iad also joihed the army with 
some volunteers from Fife ; and he inspired courage 
i»to the whole, as well by this accession of force, 
as by his personal bravery and intrepidity. In order 
to bring their troops to the necessity of a steady de» 
fence, the Scottish leaders ordered all their cavalry 
to dismount; and they resolved to wait, on tome 
high grounds near Ancram, the assault of the Eng* x7tliFeb. 
lidb. The English, whose past successes had taught 
th^n too much to despise die enemy, thought, when 
they, saw the Scotdsh horses led off the field, diat 
the whoie army was retiring ; and they hastened to 
attack them. The Scots received them in good or* 
der ; and being iavoured by the advantage of the 
grmmd, as well as by the surprise of the English^ 
who expected no resdstance, they soon put them to 
flight, and pursued them widi considerable slaughter. 
Evers and Latoun were ^ both killed, and above a 
thousand men were made priscmers. In order to 
support the Scote in this war, Francis some dme after 
sent over a body of auxiliaries, to the number df 
three thousand five hundred men, under the com- 
wand of Montgomery Lord of Lorges^ Rein^ 
finrced by these succours, the governor assembled an 
army of fifteen thousand men at Haddington, and 
maurehed theikce to ravage die east borders of Eng^ 
land^ He laid aU waste wherever he came; and 
having met with no considerable resistance, he retire! 
mto hk owii country, and disbanded his army. The 
Eari of Hert£c»^, in revenge, committed nivaget on 

^ Buchanan, lib. 15. Drummond. 
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C H A P. the middle and west marches ; and the war on botif 
XXXIII. sides was signalised rather by the ills inflicted oh the 
^"^Tyr^ enemy, than by any considerable advantage gained by 
^^^* either party. 

The war likewise between France and England 
was not distinguished this year by any memorable 
cv^it: Francis had equipped a fleet of above two 
hundred sail, besides gallies; and having embarked 
some land-forces oil board, he sent them to mal^e a 
descent in England ^ They sailed to the Isle of 
Wight, where they foimd the English fleet lying at 
anchor in St. Helen's. It consisted not of above a 
hundred sail; and the admiral thought it most ad- 
viseable to remain in that road, in hopes of drawing 
the French into the narrow channels and the rocks, 
which were unknown to them. The two fleets can- 
nonaded each other for two days ; and except thef 
sinking of the Mary Rose, one ot the largest ships of 
the English fleet, the damage on both sides was in^- 
considerable. 

Francis's chief intention in equipping so great 
a fleet was, to prevent the English from throwing 
succours into Boulogne, which, he resolved to be. 
siege f and for that purpose, he wdered a fort to be 
bmlt, by which he intended to block up the har- 
bour. After a considerable loss of time and money, 
the fort was fotmd so ill constructed, that he was 
obliged to abandon it; and though he had assem* 
bled on that frontier an army of near forty diousand 
men, he was not able to effect any considerable en« 
terprise. Henry, in order to defend his possesions 
in France, had levied fourteen ^ thousand Germans ; 
who having marched to Fleurines in the bishopridk 
of liege, found that they could advance no farther. 
The Emperor would not allow them a passage 
through his dominions : They received intelligence 
ci a superior army on the side of France ready ta 
intercept them : Want of occupation and of pay 

' Beleair. Memoirs du Bellay. 
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floon produced a mutiny among them : And having c H A P. 
sdzed the English commissaries as a security for XXXIIL 
arrears, they retreated into their 6wn country. There ^ — '^'""^ 
seems to have been some want of foresight m this ex- '**** 
pensive armament. 

The great expence of these two wars main- 23d Nov. 
tained by Henry, obliged him to summon a new A parfia. 
parliamoit. The Commons granted him a subsidy, "^°^* 
payable in two years, of two shillings a pound on 
land ° : The spirituality voted him six shillings a 
pound. But the parliament, apprehensive lest 
more demands should be made upon them, endea* 
voured to save themselves by a very extraordinary^ 
liberality of other people's property : By one vote 
they bestowed on the King all the revenues of the 
universities, as well as of the chauntries, free cha- 
pels'', and hospitals. Henry was pleased with thi& 
concession, as it increased his power; but he had 
no intention to rob learning of all her endowments ; 
and he soon took care to inform the universities 
that he meant not to touch their revenues. Thus 
these ancient and celebrated establishmaats . owe 
thdr existence to the generosity of the King, not 
to the protection of this servile and prostitute par- 
liament. 

The prostitute spirit of the parliament farther, 
aiq>eared in the preamble of a statute p, in which 
they recognize the King to have always been, by 
the word of God, supreme head of the church of 
England; and acknowledged that Archbishops, Bi- 

" Those who possessed goods or money above five pounds and 
below ten, were to pay eight pence a pound : Those above ten 
pounds, a shilling. ^ ' 

o A chauntry was a little chlirch, chapel, or particular altar in 
some cathedral church, &c. endowed with lands or othec revenuesr 
for the maintenance of one or more priests, daily to say mass, or 
perform divine service, for the use of the founders, orlsucfh other» 
aa they appointed : Free chapels were independent onany churcht. 
and endowed for much the sanfie purpoie as the former. Jacob** 
l^aw Diet. 

P 37 Hen. VlII. c. 17. 
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CHAP: shop^ and other eccleriastical persons^ bave no 
XXXIIIa Aianner of jurisdkti<m but by his royal mandate: To 
^j/^r^ him sjone, say they, and such persons as he shall 
appoint, ^U power and authority is given from 
above to hear and determine all manner of caus^ 
ecclesiastical, and to correct all manner of heresies, 
errors, vices, and sins whatsoever. No mention is 
here made of the concurrence of a convocatkn, or 
even of a parliament. His prodamatioiis are, in 
effect, acknowledged to have not only the force of. 
kw, but the authority of revelation ; and by his royal 
power he might regulate the actions of men, control 
their words, and even direct their inward saxtimesite 
and opinions. 
34th Dec. The King made, in person, a speech to the par- 
liament on proroguing them } ki which, after 
thsCnking them for their loving attachment to , him^ 
which^ he said, equalled what was ever paid by 
their ancestors to any King of England, he com* 
plained of their dbsensions, disputes, and animdsi* 
ties in religion. He told them, that the several 
pulpits were become a kind of batteries against 
each other ; and that one preacher called another 
heretic and anabaptist, which was retaliated by: the 
opprobrious appellations of papist and hypocrite : 
^That. he had permitted his people the use c^ the 
scriptures, not in order to furnish them with ma- 
terials for disputing and railing, but that he might 
enable them to inform their consciences, and m* 
struct their children and families: That it grieved 
his heart to find how that precious Jewel was pros- 
tituted, by being introduced into the conversation, 
of every alehouse and tavern, and employed as a 
pretence for decrying the spiritual and leeai ps^- 
tors : And that he was sorry to observe mat the 
word of God, while it was the object of so much 
anxious speculation, had very litue influence on 
their practice ; and that thoueh an imaginary know* 
ledge so much abounded, cnarity was daily going 

to 
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to decay''. The King gave good advice; but his CHAP. 
ovm example, by encounigin^ speculation and dis- XXXIIL 
pute, was ill fitted to promote that peaceable submis- "'' -^ 
sion of opinion ivhich he recommended. '^^' 

HENRYemployedinmilitary preparations the money ^ i54(S^. 
granted by parliament ; and he sent over the Earl m 
Hertford and Lord Lisle, the admiral, to Calais with 
a ' body of nine thousand men, two-thirds of which 
consisted of foreigners. Some skirmishes of ^tnall 
moment ^isued with the French ; and no hopes of 
any tonsiderable progress could be entertained by either 
party. Henry, whose animosity against Francis was 
not violent, had given sufficient vent to his humour 
by this short war ; and finding thai from his great in^ 
crease' in corpulence and decay in strength, he could 
not hope for 'nmch longer life, he was desirous of 
ending a quarrel which might prove dangerous to his 
kingdom during a minority. Francis likewise, on his 
part, was not averse to peace with England ; because 
having lately lost his son the Duke of Orleans, he 
revived his mident claim upon Mihn, and foresaw; 
that hostiUties must soon, on that account, break 7th June. 
oat between him and the Emperor. Commissiollers, P?*^c 
therefore, having met at Campe, a small place be* pj^n^g 
ttveen Ardres and <^Guisnes, the articles wrt^ sooil and Scot- 
agreed on, andthe^>eace ^gned by them. The chief land. 
conditk)ns were, that Henry should retain Boulogne 
during eight years, or till the former debt due by 
Fianos diould be paid* This dtbt was settled at 
two millioiK of livres, besides a claim of 500,000 
livres^ which was afterwards to be adjusted, Fran* 
cistook care to comprehend Scothnd in the treaty. 
Thus all that Henry obtained by a war which cost 
Imn above one million three hundred and &rty 
diousand pounds sterlii^ % was a bad and a chaise- 
able security, for a debt which wa« not a third of 
the vahie. 

•»Hall, foK26i. Herbert, p. 534. 'Herbert. Stowe. * 
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CHAP. The King, now freed from all foragn w^us, had 
XXXIII. leisure to give his attention to domestic affairs; 
." ~ particularly to the establishment of uniformity in 
opinion, on which he was so intent. Though he 
allowed an English translation of the Bible, he had 
hithelrto been very careful to keep the mass in La-* 
tin ; but he was at last prevailed on to permit that 
the litany, a considerable part of the service, should 
be celebrated in the vulgar tongue ; and, by this 
innovation, he excited anew the hopes of the re-* 
formers, who had been somewhat discouraged by 
the severe law of the six articles. One petition 
of the new litany was a prayer to save us fnmi 
the tyranny of the Bishop rf Rome^ and fr<m all 
hU detestable emrmities^ Cranmer embayed his 
credit to draw Henry into ferther innovations; 
and he took advantage of Gardiner's absence^ who 
was sent on an embassy to the Emperor: But Gar- 
diner having written to the King, that if he carried: 
his opposition against the catholic religion to 
greater extremities, Charles threatened to break 
oflF all commerce with him, the success of Ctan* 
mer's projects was for some time retarded. Gran* 
mer lost this year the most sincere and powerful 
friend that he possessed at court, Charles Brandon 
Duke of Suffolk : The Queen*<fowager of France, 
consort to Suffolk, had died some years before. 
This nobleman is one instance that Henry was not 
altogether incapable of a cordial and steady frieod^ 
ship ; and Suffolk seems to have been worthy of the 
. favour which, from his earliest youth, he had en- 
joyed with his master. The liang was sitting in 
council when informed of Suffolk's death ; and he 
took the opportunity both to express his own sor- 
row for the loss, and to celebrate the merits, of the 
deceased. He declared^ that during the whole 
course of their friendship, his brother-in-law had 
never made one attempt to injure an adversary, 

and 
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and had never whispered a word to the disadvantage CHAP, 
of any person* ** Is there any of you, my Lords, XXXI^EL 
" who can say as much ?'' When die King subjoined ^~ ^^ 
these words, he looked round in all their faces, and '^^ 
saw that confusion which the consciousness of secrcJt 
guilt naturally threw upon them *• 

Cranmer himself, when bereaved of this sup-^ 
port, was the more exposed to those cabals of the 
courtiers, which the opposition in party amd re* 
l^on, joined to the usual, motives of interest, ren- 
dered so frequent among Henry's ministers and 
counsellors. The catholics took hold of the King 
by his passion for orthodoxy ; and they represented 
to him, that if his laudable zeal for enforcing the 
truth met with no better success, it was altogether 
owing to the primate, whose example and encou- 
ragement were, in, reality, the secret supports of 
heresy. Henry seeing the point at which they aimed, 
feigned a compliance, and desired the coundl to 
m3ae inquiry into Cranmer's conduct; promising 
that, if he were found guiltv, he should be com- 
mitted to prison, and brought to condign punish- 
ment. Every body now considered the primate as 
lost; and h^ old friends, from interested views, as 
well as the opposite party from animosity, began to 
show him marks of neglect and disrc^rd. He was 
obliged to stand several hours among the lacqueys 
at the door of the council-chamber before he could 
be admitted: And when he was at last called in, 
he was told, that they had determined to send him 
to the Tower. Cranmer said, that he appealed 
to the King himself; and finding his appeal disre- 
garded, he produced a ring, which Henry had 
given him as a pledge of favour and protection. 
The council were confounded; and when they 
came before the King, he reproved them in the 

* Cokeys Inst. cap. ^^. 
1 1 severest 
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CHAP* severed therms; and tc^ t&em that he wzb well 
XXXin« acjquakited with Cramner^s merit, as wjell as with 
^•^^^^ tfeear malignity and envy: But he was determiaed 
'^* to cru^ all their cabals, and to t^ch than, by 
tjbe severest discipline, sxnce gentle methods were 
ineffectual, a more .diitiful cotncucrence in promo- 
ting his service* Norfolk, who nias Cranmer's 
capital enemy, .apologized for thdr conduct, and 
s«kI, that thw only intention was to set the pri- 
mate's innocence in a full light, by bringing him 
tp an open trial : And Henry obliged them all to 
embrace him as a sign of their cordial recondliia- 
tion. The mild temper of Cranmer rendered this 
agreement more sincere on his part, than is usual 
in such forced compliances *• 
Pcrsccu- But though Henry's fevour for Cranmer, ren- 
tions. dered fruitless all accusations against him, his pride 
and peevifilmess, irritated by his declining state of 
healtli, impelled him to punish with fresh severity 
sdl others who presiuned to entertain a different 
opinion from himself, particularly in the capital 
point of th^ real presence. Anne Ascue, a young 
woman of merit as well as beauty '', who had 
gre^t connexions with the chief ladies at court, 
and with the Queen herself, was* accused of dog* 
matiamg on that delicate article; and Henry, 
instead of shewing indulgence to the weakness of 
her sex and age;, was but the more provoked that a 
voman should dare to oppose his theological senti- 
mrats. She was prevailed on by Bonner's menaces 
to make a seeming recantation; but she qualified it 
with some reserves, which dki not satisfy that zea- 
lous prelate. She was thrown into prison, and she 
there employed her^lf in composing prayers and 
discourses, by which she fortified her resolution to 
endure the utmost extranity rather than relinquidi 

• Burnet, vol. u p. a4«, 244. Antiq. Brit, in vita Cranm. 
-Bale. Speed, 780. 
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her religious principles. She even wrote to the CHAP* 
King, and told him, that as to the Lord's supper, XXXIIL 
she believed as much as Christ himself had said of *~,Tt^~^ 
it, and as much of his divine doctrine as the catho- 
lic church had required : But while she could not 
be brought to acknowledge an assent to the King's 
explications, this declaration availed her nothing, 
and was rather regarded as a fresh insult. The 
Chancellor Wriothesely, who had succeeded Aud- 
l#y, and who was much attached to the catholic 
party, was sent to examine her with regard to her 
patrons at court, and the great ladies who were in 
correspondence with her: But she maintained a 
laudable fidelity to her friends, and. would confess 
nothing. She was put to the torture in the most bar- 
barous manner, and continued still resolute in pre- 
serving secrecy. Some authors'* add an extraordi- 
nary circumstance : That the chancellor, who stood 
by, ordered the lieutenant of the Tower to stretch 
the rack still farther ; but that officer refused com-^ 
pliance: The chancellor menaced him; but met 
with a new refusal: Upon which that magistrate, 
who was otherwise a person of merit, but intoxi- 
cated with religious zeal^ put h^ own hand to the 
rack, and drew it so violently that he almost tore 
|ler body asunder. Her constancy still surpassed 
the barbarity of her persecutors, and they found 
ail their efforts to be baffled. She was then con- 
demned to be burned alive ; and being so dislocated 
by the rack that she could not stand, she was car- 
ried fo the stake in a chadr. Together with her 
were ccHidacted Nicholas Belenian a priest, John 
Lassels of the King's household, and John Adams a 

* Fbx, vol. ii. p. 578. Speed, p. 78c. Baker, p. 299. But 
Barnefc qoegtions the truth of this circumsunoe : Fox, however, 
ttaa8Cribe$ her own pipers, where she relates it. I must add in 
justice to the King, that he disapproved of Wriothesely's con- 
duct, and commended the lieutenant. 

. yoL. IV. s tailor. 
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CHAP, tailor, who had been condemned for the samfe 
XXXIIl crime to the same punishment. They were all tied 
"^^^^-^ to the stake ; ^nd in that dreadful situation the 
*^* chancellor sent to inform than that their pardon 
was ready drawn and signed, and should instantly 
be given them, if they would merit it by a recan- 
tatiqn* They only regarded this offer as a new 
ornament to their crown of martyrdom; and they 
saw with tranquillity the executioner kindle the 
flames which consumed them. Wriothesely did not 
consider . that this public and noted situation in- 
terested their honour the more to maintain a steady 
perseverance. 

Though the secrecy and fidelity of Ann Ascue 
saved the Queen from this peril, that Princess soon 
after fell iQto a new danger, from which she narrow- 
ly escaped. An ulcer had broken out in the King's 
leg, which, added to his extreme corpulency, and 
his bad habit of body, began both to threaten his 
life, and to render him even more than usually 
peevish and passionate. The Queen attended him 
with the most tender and dutiful care, and endea^ 
voured by every soothing art and compliance, to 
allay those gusts of humour to which he was become 
so subject. His favourite topic of conversation 
was theology, and Catherine, whose good sensq 
mabled her to discourse on any subject, was fre^ 
quently engaged in the argument; and bemg se- 
cretly inclined to the principles of the reformers, 
she.unwar^y betrayed too much of her. mind Op 
these occasions. Henry, highly provoked that she 
should presume to diffar from him, conipbined of 
her obstinacy to Gardiner, who gladly laid hold of 
the opportunity to inflame the quarrel. He praised 
the King's anxious concern for preserving die or- 
thodoxy of his subjects ; and represented, that tht 
more elevated the person was who was chastised^ 
and the more near to his person, the greater terror 
would the example strike into every one, and the 

more 
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more glorious would the sacrifice appear to posteri- CHAP. 
ty. The chancellor, being consulted, was engaged XXXIH. 
by religious zeal to second these topics ; and Henry '- ~^~^ 
hurried on by his own impetuous temper, and en- *^* 
couraged *by his counsellors, went so far as to or- 
der articles of impeachment to be drawn up against 
his consort. Wriothesely executed his commands; 
smd socm after brought the paper to him to be sign- 
ed : For as it was high treason to throw dander 
u^n the Queen, he might otherwise have been 
questioned for his temerity. By some means this 
important paper fell into the hands of one of the 
Queen's friends, who immediately carried the intel- 
l^ence to her. She was sensible of the extreme 
danger to which she was exposed ; but did not de- 
spair of being able, by her prudence and address, 
still to elude the efforts of her enemies. She paid 
her usual visit to the Kmg, and found him in a more 
serene disposbion than she had reason to expect* 
He entered on the subject whkh was so familiar to 
him ; and he seemed to challenge her to an argu- 
ment in divinity. She; goitly declined the conver* 
sation, and remarked that such profound specula* 
tions were iU suited t6 the natural imbecility of her 
sex; Women^ she said, by their first creatiDn, were 
made subject to men: The male was created after 
the image of God ; the female after the image of th« 
male : It belonged to the husband to chuse princi« 
I*es for his wife J the wife's duty was, in all cases, 
to adopt implicitly the sendments of her husband : 
And as to herself, it was doubly her duty, being 
Mest with a husbtod who was qualified by his judg- 
ment and learnihg not: only to chuse principles for 
his own family, but for the most wise and knowmg 
of every nation. *« Not so ! by St, Mary," rq>lied; 
the King ; *' you are now become a doctor, Kate ; 
** and better fitted to give than receive instruction." 
She meekly replied, that she was sensible how little 
s 2 she 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26o HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, ishe was entitled to these praises ; that though she 
XXXIII. usually declined not any conversation, however 
^ "^'T*^ sublime, when proposed by His Majesty, she well 
'^* ' knew, that her conceptions could serve to no other 
* purpose than to give him a little momentary amuse- 
ment; that she found the conversation apt to lan- 
guish, when not revived by some opposition, and 
the had ventured sometimes to feign a contrariety 
of sentiments, in order to give him the pleasure of 
rating her; and that she also purposed, by this 
innocent artifice, to en^ge him into topics whence 
she had observed by frequent experience that she 
reaped profit and instruction. ^^ And is it so, 
*' sweetheart?" replied the King; " then are we 
** perfect friends again." He embraced her with 
great a£fection, and sent her away with assurances of 
his protection and kindness. Her enemies, who 
knew nothing of this sudd^i change, prepared next 
day to convey her to the Tower, pursuant to the 
King's warrant. Henry and Catherine were con- 
versmg amicably in the garden when the chancellor 
appeared with forty of the pursuivants. . The King 
spoke to him at some distance from her ; and seaned 
to expostulate with him in the severest manner: 
She even overheard the appellations of knave^ foolj 
and beasty which he liberally bestowed upon that 
magistrate ; and then ordered him to depart his pre^ 
sence: She afterwards interposed to mitigate his 
anger: He said to her, " Poor soul! you know 
** not how ill endtled this man is'to your good offices." 
Thenceforth the Queen having narrowly escaped 
so .great a danger, was careful not to offend Henry's 
* humour by any contradiction : and Gardiner, whose 
malice had endeavoured to widen the breach, could 
never afterwards .regain his favour and goodopini(m\ 

* Burnet, vol. i. p. 344. Herbert, p. 560." Speed, p. 780. 
Fox^s Acts and Monuments, voL ii. p. §8. 

But 
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But Hfenry's tyiannical dispositipn, soufed by iH CHAP, 
health, burst out soon after to the destruction of a XXXIJ[I. 
man who possessed a much superior rank to that of ^ ^, ^ 
Gardiner, The Duke' of Norfolk and hia father, '^^ 
during this whole reign, and even a part of the 
foregoing, had been regarded as the greatest sub- 
jects in the kingdom, and had rendered consider- 
able service to the crown. The Duke himself had 
in his youth acquired rq^utation by naval enter- 
prises : He had much contributed to the victory 
gained over the Scols at Flouden: He had sup- 
pressed a dangerous rebellion in the North : And 
he had always done his part with honour in all the 
expeditions against France. Fortune seemed to 
conspire with his own indu^ry, in raising him to 
the greatest elevation. From the favours heaped 
on him by the crown, he had acquired an immense 
estate: The King had. successively been married to 
two of his nieces ; and the King's natural son, the 
Duke of Richmond, had married his daughter : Be- 
sides his descent from the ancient family of the 
Moubrays, by which he was allied to the throne; 
he had espoused a daughter of the Duke of Buck- * 
ingham, who was descended by a female from Ed- 
ward III« : And as he was beUq^d still to adhere se- 
cretly to the ancient religion, he was regarded^ 
both abroad and at home, as the head of the catho- 
lic psffty.^ But all these circumstances, in propdr* 
tion as they exalted the Duke, provoked the jealousy 
of Henry ; and he foresaw danger, during his son's 
minority, both to the public tranquillity and to the 
new ecclesiastical system, froin tbe attempts of so 
potent a subject. But nothing tended more to expose '^ ' ' 
Norfolk tx) the King*s displeasure, than the preju- 
dices which Henry ^d entertained agam6t;the Earl 
of Surrey, son of that nobleman. 

Surrey was a young man of the most }m>mising 
hopes, and had duitingnished himself by every ac- 

s 3 complish- 
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CHAP, complishment which became a scholar, a coiirtier, 
JC^XIII. and a soldier. He excelled in all the military exer* 
^ y~^ cises which were then in request : He encouraged the 
'^^ ' fine arts by his patronage and example : He had made 
some successful attempts in poetry ; and being smit- 
ten with the romantic gallantry of the age, he ce- 
lebrated the praises of his mistress, by h^ pen and 
his lance, in every masque and tournament. His 
spirit and ambition were equal to his talents and his 
quality ; and he did not always regulate his conduct 
by the caution and reserve v!hich his situation re* 
quited. He had been kft governor of Boulogne 
when that town was taken by Henry ; but though 
his personal bravery was unquestioned, he had been 
unfortunate in some rencounters with the French. 
The King somewhat displeased with his conduct, 
had sent over Hertford to command in his place ; 
and Surrey was so imprudent as to drop some 
menacing expressions against the ministers, on ac- 
count of this a£Front which was put upon him. And 
as he had refused to marry Hertford's daughter, and 
even waved every other proposal of marriage, Henry 
imagined that he had entertained views of espousing 
the Lady Mary ; and he was instantly determined to 
rq>ress, by the mosT severe expedients^ so dangerous 
an ambition. 

Actuated by all these motives, and perhaps in- 
fluenced by that old disgust with which the ill con- 
s duct of Catherine Howani had inspired him against 

her whole family, he gave private orders to arrest 
Norfolk and Surrey ; and they -were on the same 
day confined in the Tower. Surrey being a com- 
xatliDec moner, his trial was the more expeditious } and as 
'^^7* to proofs, neidier parliaments nor juries seem ever 
ExecQ. ^ ^^ 8^^^™ ^^ ^^^^ attention to them in any 
tionof the ^^^^ ^^ ^^ crown during diis whole Texgp^ He 
Earl of was accused of entertaining in his humy some 
S«ney. Italians who wett suspected to i)e .spies.; a servant 

of 
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of his had paid a yisit to Cardinal Pole in Italy, CHAP, 
whence he was suspected of holding a x:orrespondence XXXIII. 
with that obnoxious prehte; he had quartered the ^^ — ^^""^ 
arms of Edward the Confessor on hw scutcheon, ^^^'^' 
which made him be suspected of aspiring to the 
crown, diough both he and his ancestors had openly, 
durii^ the course of many years, ^maintained that 
practice, and the hersdds had even justified it by 
their authority* These were; the crimes for which 
a jury, notwithstanding his eloqucsit and spirited de- 
fence, ' condemned the Earl of Surrey for high 
treascm ; and dieir sentence was socm after executed 
upon him. 

Th£ innocence of the Duke of Norfolk was still, Attain- 
if possible, more a^iarent than that of his son; and ^']^^^^^ 
his Services to the crown had been greater. His Norfolk, 
Dutchess, with whom he lived on bad terms, had 
been so base as to carry intelligence to his enemies of 
all die knew against him : Elizabeth Holland, amis* 
tress of his, had been equally subservient to the . de- 
signs of the court : Yet with all these advantages hiB 
accusers discovered no greater crime than his once 
saying that the King was sickly, and could not hold 
out long ; and the kingdom was likely to fall into 
disorders, through the diversity*bf religious opuHons* 
He wrote a pathetic letter to the King, pleading his 
past services, and protesting his innocence: Soon 
after, he embraced a more proper expedient for 
appeasing Henry, by making a submisdon and ^ 

confe^on, such as his enemies required: But no- 
thing coidd mollify the unrelenting tftnq>er of the 
King. He assembled a parliament, as the surest 14th Jan. 
and most expeditious instrument of his tyranny; 
and the House of Peers, without estaminiBg the pri- 
soner, without trial or evidence, passed a bill ,pf 
attainder against him, and sent it down to the 
Commons. Cranmer, though encaged for many 
years in an opposite party to Norfolk, and thougn 

s 4 he 
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CHAP. h€! had received many and great injuries from him,^ 
XXXIII. would have noiiand in so unjust a prosecution ; and^^ 
"^""'-^""-^ he retired to his seat at Croydon ^. The King was 
*^'^'* now approaching fast towards his end; and fear- 
ing lest Norfolk should escape him, he sent a mes- 
sage to the Commons, by wluch he deared thoti 
to hasten the bill, on pretence that Norfolk enjoyed 
the dignity of Earl Marshal, and it was necessary to 
appoint another, who might officiate at the. ensuing 
ceremony of installing his. son Prince of Wales. 
The ol^equious Commons obeyed' his directions^ 
though founded on so frivolous a pretence ; and the 
. Sang, having affixed the royal assent to the bill by 
commissioners, issued orders fdf the execution of 
Norfolk on the morning of the twaity*ninth of Jsmu- 
ary. But news bemg carried to the Tower that the 
Kmg himself had expired that night, the lieutenant 
deferred obeykig the warrsmt ; and it was not thought 
adviseable by the council to begin a new reign by 
the death or the greatest nobleman in the kingd(Hn, 
who had been condemned by a sentence so unjust and 
tyrannical. 

The King's health had long been in a decUning 
state ; but for several days all those near him plainly 
saw his end approadtag. He was become so fro- 
ward, that no one durst inform him of his ccmditicn ; 
and as. some persons during this reign had suffered 
as.tnutors for foretelling the King's death % every 
onewasafraid lest, in the transports of his fury he 
ought, on this pretence, punish capitally the author 
of such fmndly intelUgeoce. At last Sir Anthony 
Denny ventured to disclose to him ,^ the frital 
secret, and exhorted him to prepare for the fate 
which ^was awaiting him. He expressed his re- 
signation; . and desired that Cranmer m%ht be 

y Burnet, vol. i. p. 348, Fox. 

» Lan^uct*s Epitome of Chroniclet in the year 154.1. 
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fientfor: But before the prelate arrived he was speech* CHAP, 
less, though he still seemed to retain his senses. XXXIII. 
Cranmer* desired him to give some sign of his dying in ^ "-' ~^ 
the faith of Christ : He squeezed the prelate's hand^ De/th^of 
and immediately expired, after a reign of thirty-seven the King. 
years and nine months ; and in the fifty-sixth year of 
his age. 

The King had made his \rill near a month before 
>his demise; in which he confirmed the destination 
of parliament, by leaving the crown first to Prince 
Edward, then to the Lady Mary, next to the Lady 
Elizabeth. The two Princesses 1^ obliged, under the 
penalty of forfeiting their title to the crown, not 
to marry without consent of the council, which he 
appointed for the government of his minor son. 
After his own children, he settled the succession 
on Francis Brandon Marchioness of Dorset, elder 
daughter of his sister the French Queen; then 
on Eleanor Countess of Cumberland, the second 
daughter. In passing over the posterity of the Queen 
of Scots, his elder sister, he made use of the power 
obtained from parliament ; but as he subjoined^ 
that after the failure of the French Queen's posterity 
the crown should descend to the next lawful heir, 
it afterwards became a question, whether these 
words could be applied to the Scottish line. It was 
thought that those Princes were not the next hdirs, 
after the house of Su£Folk, but before that house ; 
and that Henry, by expressing himself in this man* 
ner, meant entirely to exclude them. The late in* 
juries which he had recoiled from the Scots, had 
irritated him extremely against that nation; and 
he maintained to the last that character of violoure 
and caprice, by which his life had been so much 
distinguished* Another circumstance of his wiU 
may suggest the same reflection with regard to the 
strange contrarieties of his temper and conduct : 
He left money for masses to be said for delivering 

his 
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CHAP, his soul from purgatory; and though he destroyed 
XXXIII. all those institutions established by his ancestors and 
'^jg'^~ others for the benefit of tbeir souls ; and Had even 
^^'* left the doctrine of purgatory doubtful in all the 
articles of faith which he promulgated during his 
kter years ; he was yet determined, when the hour 
of death was approaching, to take care at least of h^ 
own future repose, and to adhere to the safer side of 
the question *• ' 

Hischa- It is difficult to give a just summary of this 
racter. Prince's qualities: He was so diflFerent nrom him- 
self in different parts of his r^gn, that, as is well 
remarked by Lord Herbert, his history is his best 
character and deseriptk>n. The absolute uncon- 
trolled authority which he maintained at home, 
and the regard which he acquired among foreign 
nations, are circumstances which entitle him in some 
degree to the appellation of a great Prince; while 
his tyranny and barbarity exclude Um from the 
character of a good one. He possessed, indeed, 
great vigour of mind, which qualified him for ex- 
ercising dominion over men, courage, intrepidity, 
vigilance, inflesdbility : And though these qualities 
lay not always under the guidance of a regular and 
solid judgment, they were accompanied* with good 
parts and an extensive capacity; and every one 
dreaded a contest with a man who was known 
never to yield or to forgive, and who, in every con* 
troversy was determined either to ruin himself or 
his antagonist. A catalogue of his vices woufd com- 
prehend many of the woKt qualities incident to hu* 
man nature: Violence, cruelty, profusion, rapacity, 
injustice, obstinacy, arrogance^ bigotxy, presmnp- 
don, caprice : But tieither was he subject to all these 
vices in the m<)M extreme degree, nor was he at 

^Ste his mil in FuHer^ Hcytin, and Rymct, p. no. There 
is no l^aionablr groXiad to su^ct its authenticity. 

intervals 
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mtenrak altogether destitute of virtue: He was CHAP, 
sincere, open, gallant, liberal, and capable at least XXXIII. 
of a temporary friendship and attachment. In this ^^--v**' 
respect he was unfortunate, that the incidents of his '^^'' 
reign served to display his faults m their full light : 
The treatment which he met with from the court of 
Rome provoked him to violence ; the danger of ^ 
revolt from his superstitious subjects, seemed to re* 
quire the most extreme severity. But it must 9t the 
same time be acknowledged, that his situation 
tended to throw an additional lustre on what was 
great and magnanimous in his character : The 
emulation between the Emperor and the French 
King rendered his alliance, i^otwithstanding his imr 
politic conduct, of great importance in j£urope .: 
The extensive powers of his prerogative, and the 
submissive, not to say slavish disposition of his parr 
liaments, made it the more easv for him to assume 
and maintain that entire dommion, by which his 
rdign is so much distinguished in the English 
history. 

It may seem a little extraordinary, that notwith*" 
standing his cruelty'^ his extortion, his violence, 
his arbitrary administration, this Prince not only 
acquired the regard of his subjects, * but never was 
the object of thar hatred : He seems even in some 
degree to have possessed to the last their love and 
affection^. Hia. exterior qualities were advanta* 
geous, atkd fit to captivate the multitude : His mag- 
lulic^ce and personal bravery rendered hii]i illua* 
trjpus in vulgar eyes : And it may be said with 
truth) that the English in that age were so thorough-* 
ly subdued, that like eastern slaves they were inr 
clined. to admire those acts of violence and tyranny 
which were exeiH:i$ed over themselves, and at their 
own cacpence. ^ ^ 

Vftm regard to foceign states, Heoify appears k^ 
to have supported an intercourse of friendship with 

* Strype, vol. i. p^sSp. 
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CHAP. Francis, more sincere and disinterested thiol Iku- 
XXXIII. ally takes place between neighbouring Princes. 
^- ~'^~ ^ Their common jealousy of the Emperor Charles, and 
'^'^'* some resemblance in their characters (though the 
comparison sets the French Monarch in a very superior 
and advantageous light) -served as the cement of 
their mutual amity. Francis is said to have been 
affected with the Ejng*s death, and to have ex- 
pressed much regret for the loss. His own health 
began to decline: He foretold that he should not 
long survive his friend "" : And he died in about two 
months after him. 
MisctUa- Th£re were ten parliaments summoned by 
neous Henry VIII. and twenty-three sessions held. The 
transac- ^Ji^je time in which' these parliaments sat during 
this long reign exceeded not three years and a half. 
It amounted not to a twelvemonth during the first 
twenty years. The innovations in religion obliged 
the King afterwards to call these assemblies more 
frequently : But though these were the most im- 
portant transactions that ever fell und^ the cog- 
nizance of parliament, their devoted submission to 
Henry's will, added to their earnest desire of soon - 
returning to their country-seats, produced a quick 
dispatch of the bills, and made the sessions of short 
duration. All the King's caprices were indeed 
blindly complied with, and no regard was paid to 
the safety or liberty of the subject. Besides the 
violent prosecution of whatever he was pleased to 
term heresy, . the laws of treason were multiplied 
beyond all former precedent. Even words to the 
disparagement of the King, Queen, or royal issue, 
were subjected to. that penalty; and so Uttle care 
was taken in framing these rigorous statutes, that 
they contain obvious contradictions; insomuch that 
had they been strictly executed, every man without 
exception must have fallen under the penalty of 

*^ Le Thou. 
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treason.' By one statute', for instance, it was de- CHAP, 
clared treason to assert the validity of the King's XXXIII. 
marriage, either with Catherine of Arragon, or Aime - ~^''-^ 
Boleyn : By- another* it was treason to say any thing '^^'' 
to the disparagement or slander of the Princesses 
Mary and Elizabeth ; and to call them spurious, 
would no doubt have been construed to their slander. 
Nor would even a profound silence, with regard to 
these delicate points, be able to save a person from 
such penalties. For by the former statute, whoever 
refused to answer upon oath to any point contained 
in that act,' was subjected to the pains of treason. 
The King, therefore, needed only propose to any 
one a question with regard to the legality of dither 
of his* first xnarriages: If the person was silent, he 
was a traitor by law : If he answered either in the 
negative or in the affirmative, he was no less a trai- 
tor; So monstrous were the inconsistencies which 
arose from the furious passions of the King, and 
the slavish submission of his parliaments. It is hard 
to say whether these contradictions were owing 
to Henry's precipitancy, or to a formed design of 
tyranny. 

It may not be improper to recapitulate whatever 
is memorable in the statutes of this reign, whether 
with regard to government or commerce : Nothing 
can better show the genius of the age than such a 
review of the laws. 

The abolition of the ancient religion much con* 
tnbuted to the regular execution of justice. While 
the catholic superstition subsisted, there was no 
possibility of punishing any crime in the clergy : 
The church would not permit the magistrate to try 
the offences of her members, and she could not 
herself inflict any civil penalties upon them. But 
Henry restrained these pernicious inununities: The 

*28Hen.VIII.c.7- « 34, J5 Hen. VIILc. i- 
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CHAP, privikge of clergy was abolished for the crimes of 
XXXni. petty treason, murder, and felony, to all under the 
"^■^^""-^ degree of a subdeacon^ But the former supersti- 
^^^^* tion not only protected crimes in the clergy j it 
exempted also the laity from punishment, by afiord- 
ing them shelter in the churches and sanctuaries. 
The parliament abridged these privileges. It /was 
first declared, that no sanctuaries were allowed in 
cases of high treason ^ ; next, in those of murder, 
felony, rapes^ burglary, and petty treason^ : And it 
limited them in other particulars*/ • The farther pro- 
gress of the reformation removed all distinction 
between the clergy and other subjects; and also 
abolished entirely the privileges of sanctuaries* These 
consequences were implied in the neglect of the 
canon iaw. 

The only expedient employed to support the 
military spirit during this age w£is, the reviving and 
extencUng of some old laws enacted for the encou- 
ragement of archery, on ^hich the defence of the 
kingdom was supposed much to depends Every 
man was ordered to have a bow ^ ; Butts were or- 
dered to be erected in every parish^: And every 
bowyer was ordered:, for each bow of yew which he 
made, to make two of elm or wich lor the service 
of the 'Common people '"• The use of cross-bows* 
and hand^guns was also prohibited \ What reh« 
dered the English bowmen more formidable was, 
that they carried halberts with them, by which diey 
were enabled upon occasion to engage in close fighf 
vmh< the enemy *?. Frequent musters or arrays were 
also made of the pe^le, even during time df peace ; 
and all men of si>A>ftance were obliged to have a 
complete suit of armout* or harness, as it v;a^ called ^ 

f^sHciwVnLc. I. «a(JHcn.VIIl.c;i3. 

^ 32 Hen. Vni. c. 12. ^ 22 Hen: VHI. c. 14. 

k 3 Hen. VIII. c. 23. » Ibid. « Ibid. 

■ 2 Hen. VIIL c. 13. « Herbert. 

' t HttD, foL 234« Stowe, p.5J5. Holingshed, p. 947. 
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The martial spirit of the English, during that age, c HA P. 
rendered this precaution, it was thought, sufEdettt XXXIII. 
for the defence of the nation ; and as the King had '^ """ -^ 
then an absolute power of commanding the sendee *^^'' 
of all his subjects, he could instantly, in case of 
danger, appoint new officers, and levy regiments, 
and collect an army as numerous as he pleased* 
When no faction or division ^prevailed among the 
people, there was no foreign power that ever thought 
of invading England. The city of London alone 
could muster fifteen thousand men% Discipline, 
however, was an advantage wanting to those troops } 
though the garrison of Calais was a ftursery of offi* 
cers ; and Toumay first % Boulogne afterwards, served 
to increase the number. Every one who served 
abroad was allowed to alienate his lands without 
paying any fees ^ A general permission was granted 
to dispose of land by will ^ The psurliament was So 
little jealous of its privileges (which indeed ware at 
that time scarcely worth preserving,) that there is 
an, instance of one Strode, who, tnecause he had in^^ 
troduced into the Lower House some bill reg^ding 
tin, was severely treated by the S&umary courts in 
Cornwall : Heavy fines were imposed on him ; and 
upon his refusal to pay, he was thrown into a dun- 
geon, loaded with irons, and used in such a manner 
as brought his Ufe in danger: Yet all the notice 
which the parliament took of thia enormity, even in 
such a paltry court, was to enact. That no man could 
afterwards be questioned for his conduct ia pariia* 
mssnt\ This prohibition, however, must be sup* 
posed to extend only to the inferior courts : For as to 
the Kii^, and privy-council, and star-chambor, thejF 
were scarcely bound by any law. 

*» Hall, foL 235. Holingshcd, p. 547, Stowc, p. 577. 

'^Hall,foL68. 

• X4 and 15 Hen. VIH. c. 15. 

^ 34 and 35 Hen. VIII> c. 5. 
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C^AP. There is a bill of tonnage and pomidage, which 
XXXIII. ^ews what uncertain ideas the parliament had 
'^'^y'~''-'' £ormed both of their own privileges and of die 
*^*'* rights of the Sovereign "*• This duty had been 
voted to every King ance Henry IV. during the 
term of his own life only : Yet Henry VIIL had 
been allowed to levy it six yeai^ without any law ; 
and though there had been four parliaments assem- 
bled during that time, no attention had been given 
either to grant it to him regularly, or restrain hist 
from levying it. At last the parliament resolved to 
give hkn that supply ; but even in this concession 
they plaonly show themselves at a loss to detent^e 
whether tl^y grant it, or whether he has a right of 
himself to levy it. They say that the imposkicm 
was made to endure during the imtural life of the 
. late King and no longer: They yet blame themer- 
trhants who had not paid it to the present King : Thejr 
observe that the law for tonnage and poundage was 
expired ; yet iQsJce no scruple to call that im{^oA- 
tion the King's due : They affirm, that he had sus^ 
tained great and manifold losses by those who had 
^ defirauckd him of it ; and to provide a remedy, 
they vote him. that supply during his li^^me, and 
no longer. It is remarkable that, notwidistanding 
this last clause, all his successors for more than a 
caitury persevered in the like irregular {Mractice: 
If a practice may desefve that epithet in which 
the whole nation acquiesced, and which gave no 
ofience. But when Charles I. attempted to con- 
tinue in the same course which had now received 
the sanction of many generations, so mudi were 
Ae opinions of men altered, tlmt a furious tempest 
was excited by it ; and Ustoriai^, partial or igno- 
rant, still represent this measure as a most vio- 
lent and unprecedented enormity in that • unhappy 
Prince. . 

'^ 6 Hen. VIIL c. 14. 

The 
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The King was allowed to make laws for Wales CHAP, 
widiout consent of parliament \ It was forgotten, XXXIIL 
that witfi regard bodi to Wales and England, the ^"TcirT' 
limitation was abolished by the statute which gave to 
the royal proclama^ns the force of laws. 

The foreign commerce of England, during this 
age, was mostly confined to the Netherlands. The 
inhabitants of the Low Countries bought the English 
commodities, and distributed them into other parts of * 
Europe. Hence the mutual dependence of those 
countries on each other ; and the great loss sustained 
by bodi in case of a rupture. During all the vari- 
ations of pditics, the^ sovereigns endeavoured to 
avoid coming to this extremity ; znd though the King 
usually bore a greater friendship to Francis, the na* 
tion always leaned towards die Emperor. 

In 1528, hostilities commenced between £nglan<i 
and the Low Countries ; and the inccmvenience was 
soon felt on both sides. While the Flemings were 
not allowed to purchase cloth in England, the Eng- 
lish merchants cc»ild not buy it from the clothiers, 
and the clothiers were obliged to dismiss their work- 
men, who began to be tumultuous for want of bread. 
The cardinal, to appease them, sent for the mer- 
chaius, and ordered them t0 buy clodi as'usual : 
They told him, that they could not dispose of it as 
usual f and, notwithstanding his m^iaces, he could 
get no. other answer from them^. An a^re^ment 
was h last made to contimie the commerce between 
the states, even daring war* . ; 

^ It was hot till the end of this reign that any sal- 
lads, canots, turnips, o^ other edible roots, were 
pnxiuced in England. The little of these vegeta- 
bles diat was i^, was formerly imported from 
Holland aod Flanders \ Queen Catherkie, when 
«btt wanned a salbdv was obliged to ^spatoh a mes*- 

" 54 Henry VIII. ^ HalW folio 174. « Andewfin, vol, i. p. 338, 
VOL. IV. T senger 
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CHAP, senger thither on piirpose. The use dF hops^ tod 
XXXIII. the planting of them, was introduced from Flanders 
'^' -"'^ about the beginning of this teign^ or end of die 
'^'^'* preceding. . 

t*oR£iGN artificers, in general, much surjMissed 
the English in dexterity, industry, and frugality : 
Hence the violent animosity which the latter, on 
many occadons, expressed ag^unst any of the former 
. who were settled in England. They had the assor* 
ance to complain, that all thar customers went to 
foreign tradesmen; and in the year. 1517, being 
moved by the seditious sermons of one Dr. Bde, and 
the intrigues of Lincoln, a broker,^ diey raised an 
insurrectKXi. The aj^entices, and others of the 
poorer sort, in London, began by brealdng open 
the prisons, where somie persons were confmed for 
insulting for^gners. They next proceeded to the 
house of Meutas, a Frenchman, much hated by 
them } wh^e they committed great disorders ; kflled 
some of his servants; and plundered his goods* 
Hi^ mayor could not appease than ; nor Sir Thomas . 
More, late under*dieriff, though much reelected in 
the city. They also threatened Cardinal Wolsey 
with some insult ; and he thought it necessary to 
fortify his house, and put himself on his giseard^ 
Tired at last vriih these disorders, diey dispersed 
themselves; and the Earls of iSirewsbury and Sur* 
Tey seized some of ihem. A prockmiaticm was 
issued, that women shoidd not meet together fl^ bab- 
ble and talk, and that all men shaiwl keep their 
wives in their houses. Nest day the Duke ci Nor- 
folk came into the city at the head lof tliirteen hun^ 
dred armed men, and made enquiry into th&tumidt* 
Bele and Lincoln^ and several others, were sent io 
the Tower, and condemned, for tMiasoiu Lmcoln 
and thirteen more were executed. The other cnU 
minals, to the number of four hundred, were brought 
before the King, with ropes about their Aecks, tell 

on 
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on ^w knees^ and cried for mercy. Hemy knew CH AP. 
at that time how to pardon ; he dismissed them with- XXXIII. 
out farther punishment \ ^■*^''-*^ 

So great was the number of foreign artisans in ^^^^* 
the city, that at least fifteen thousand Flemings 
alone were at one time obliged to leave it, by an or- 
der of council, when Henry became jealous of their 
favour f(M: Queen Catherine ^ Henry himself con- 
fesses, in an edict of the star-chamber, printed 
among the statutes, that the foreigners starved the 
natives} and obliged them, from idleness, to have 
recourse to theft, murder, and other enormities % 
He also asserts A2X. the vast multitude of foreigners 
raised the price of grain and bread ^. And to pre- 
veat an increase of the evil, all foreign artificers 
were prohibited from having above two foreigners 
in their house, either journeymen or apprentices* 
A lika jealousy arose against the foreign merchants ; 
and to appeaae it, a law was enaoted, obliging all 
denizens to pay the duties in^>osed upon aliens % 
The parli^iment h^d done better to have encouraged 
for^n merchants and artisans to come over m 
greater numbers to England} which might have 
oxcited tlie emulation cl the natives, and have im* 
proved their skill. The prisoners in the kii^dom 
for det>^ ao^ conies are as^rted, in an act of par- 
lis^ment, to be sixty thousand persons and above ^s 
which is scarcely credible. Harrison asserts that 
72,000 criminals were executed. during this reign 
for theft and robbery, which would aiw>unt nearly 
to aooo aryear« He adds, that m the latter .ep4 
ei EU^abedi's reign, th^e were not punished capi- 
tally .4P9 in fL year : It appears that in all England, 
there are t^ aft present fifty executed foi: thp?e 
cnm^. If thi^ fjiqt^ be j\;ist, there has been a grea^ 

.* Stowe, 50c. Holiagshed, 840. ^ Le Gi;andf voU iii. p. 233. 
^ 21 Hen. VIII. * Itid. * 2a Hen. VIII. c. 8. 

f 3 Hen. VIII. c. 15. 

r ^ improve- 
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CHAP, improvement in morals since the reign of Henry VIIL 
XXXIII. And this improvement has been chiefly owing to the 
'- "^ - increase of industry and of the arts, which have 
^^^^* given maintenance, and, what is almost of equal im- 
portance, occupation, to the lower classes. 

There is a remarkable clause in a statute passed 
near the beginning of this rdgn«, by which we 
might be induced to believe that England was ex- 
tremely decayed from the flourishing condition which 
it had attained in preceding times. It had been 
enacted in the reign of Edward IL that no ma- 
gistrate in town or borough, who by his oflice 
ought to keep assize, should during the continu- 
ance of his magistracy, sell, either in wholesale or 
retail, any wine or victuals. This law seemed equi- 
table, in order to prevent fraud or private views 
in fixing the assize : Yet the law is repealed in 
this reign. The reason assigned is, that •* since 
*' the making of that statute and ordinance, many 
** and the most part of all the cities, boroughs, and 
** towns corporate, within the realm of England, 
** are fallen in ruin and decay, and are not inhalnted 
^^ by merchants, and men of such substance as at 
^^ the time of making that statute : For at this day 
*' the dwellers and inhabitants of the same cities 
*^ and boroughs are commonly bakers, vintners, 
** fishmongers, and other victuallers, and there re* 
^ main few others to bear theoflices." Men have 
such a propensity to exalt past times above the pre- 
sent, that it seems dangerous to credit this reason- 
ing of the parliament, without farther evidence to 
support it. So dffierait are the views in which the 
mme object appears, that .some may be inclined to 
<kaw an opposite inference from this hcu A more 
regular police was est2J>li6bed in th^ reign* of Henry 
Vin. than in any former period, and a stricter 
administration of justice; an advantage which in- 

« 3 Henry VIIL c.8. 

duced 
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duced the men of landed, property to leave the pro- C H A P. 
vincial towns^ and to retire into the country. Car- XXXIII. 
dinal Wolsey, in a speech to parliament, repre- "^ ^^-'-^ 
salted it as a proof of the increase of riches, that ^^^'^' 
the customs had increased beyond what they were 
formerly \ 

But if there were really a decay of commerce, 
and industry, and populousness in England, the 
statutes of this reign, except by abolishing monaste- 
ries, and retrenching holidays, circumstances of 
considerable moment, were not in other respects 
well calculated to remedy the evil. The fixing of * 
the wages of artificers was attempted*: Luxury in 
apparel was prohibited by repeated statutes'"; and 
probably without effect. The chancellor and other 
ministers were empowered to fix the price of poul- 
try, cheese, and butter K A statute wa^ even passed 
to fix the price of beef, pork, mutton, and veal "*. 
Beef and pork were ordeied to be sold at a half- 
penny a pound: Mutton and veal at a halfpenny 
half a £akrthing, money of that age. The pre- 
amble of the Statute says, that these four species of 
butcher's meat were the food of the poorer sort. 
This act was afterwards repealed "• 

The practice of depopulating the country, by 
abandoning tillage, and throwmg the lands into' 
pasturage, still continued ''^ as appears by the new 
laws wmch were, from time to time, enacted against 
that practice. The King was entitled to half the 
rents of the land, wherfe any ferm-houses were al- 
lowed to fall to decay P. • The unskilful husbandly 
was probably the cause why the proprietors found 
no profit in tillage. The number of sheep allowed 
to be kept in one flock was restrained to two thou- 
sand ^ Somedmes, says the statute, one proprietor, 

»» HaU, folio 1 10. 5 6 Hen. VIII. c. 3. "^ i Hen. VIII. 
c. 14. 6 Hen. VIII. C.I. 7 Hen. VIII. c. 7. » 25 Hen. VIII. 
c.». " 24 Hen. VIII. c. 3. » 33 Hen. VIII. c. 11. 

**. Strype, yo\. i. p. 392. p 6 Hen. VIII. c. j. 7 Hen. VIII. 
c. I. ** 25 Hen. VIII. c. 13. 

T 3 or 
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C HAP. or feurmcr, would keep a flock of twenty-four thou- 
XXXIII. sand. It is remarkable, that the parliament ascribes 
^T""^ — * the increasing price of mutton to this increase of 
'^*'^* sheep: Because, say they, the commodity being 
gotten into few hands, ' the price of it is raised at 
pleasure^. It is more probable that the effect pro- 
ceeded from the daily hicrease of money : For it 
seems almost impossible that such a commodity could 
be engrossed. 

In the year 1544^ it appears that an acre of good 
land in Cambridgeshire was let at a shilling, or about 
fifteen pence of our present money'. This is ten 
times cheaper than the usual rent at present. But 
commodities were not above four times cheaper : A 
presumption of the bad husbandry in that age. 

Some laws were made with regard to beggars 
and vagrants ' ; one of the circumstances in govern* 
ment which humanity would most powerfully re- 
commend to a benevolent legislator ; which seems, 
at first sight, the most easily adjusted; and which 
is yet the most difficult to settle in such a manner as 
to attain the end without destroying industry. The 
convents formerly were a support to the poor; but 
at the same time tended to encourage idleness and 

beggary- 

In 1546, a law was made for fixing the intarest 
t^ money at 10 per cent.; the first legal infeifest 
known in England. Formerly all loans of that nature 
were regarded as usurious. The preamble of this 
▼ery law treats the interest of money as illegal and 
criminal : And the prejudices still remain so strong, 
that the law permittmg interest was repealed in the 
following reign. 

This reign, as well as many of the foregomg, and 
even subsequent ragns, abounds widi monopolizing 
laws, confining particular manufactures to particu- 
lar towns, or excluding the open country in gene- 

^ »5 Hen. VIH. c. it. ' An4enoo» toI. i. p. J74» 

• 12 Hen. VIII. c. la. tz Hen. Vlll. c. 5. 

lal. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HENRY Vni. 279 

ral ^ There remain sttfl too many traces^ of similai' C ti A P. 
absurdities. In the subsequent rdgn^ the corpofations XXXIIL 
whkh had been <^ned by a former law, and obliged ^"TTT^ 
fo admit tradesmen of different kinds, were again ^'^'* 
shut t^ by act of parliament ; and evary one was 
prohibited from exercising any trade who was not of 
the corporation •. • • 

Henry, as he possessed himself some talent for 
letters, was an encourager of thein in others. H^ 
founded Trinity College in Cambridge, and gave it 
ample endowments. Wolsey founded Christ Church 
in Oxford, and intended to call it Cardinal College i 
But upon his fall, which happened before he had 
e^irely finished his scheme, the King seized all the 
revenues; and this vidence, above all the other 
ntfsfortmies of that minister, is said to have given 
him the greatest concern'*. But Henry afterwsffdi 
restored the revenues of the college, and only chang- 
ed the name. The cardinal founded in Oxrc»-d the 
first chair for teaching Greek; and this novelty 
ren^ that university into violent factions, which 
frequently came to blows. The studdits divided 
themselves into parties, which bore the names of 
Greeks and Trojans, and sometimes fought with as 
great animosity as was formerly exercised by those 
hostile nations. A new and more correct method of 
pronouncing Greek being introduced, it also divid- 
ed the Grecians themselves into parties ; and it was 
remarked that the catholics favoured the former pro- 
nunciation, the protestants gave countenance to the 
new. Gardiner employed the authority of the King 
and council to suppress innovations in this particu- 
lar, and to preserve the corrupt sound of the Greek 
alphabet. So little liberty was then allowed of any 
kmd! The penalties inflicted upon the new pro- 
nunciation were no less than whipping, degrada- 

' 21 Hen. VIII. c. 12. 25 Hen. VIII. c. 18. 3 & 4 Edw. VI. 
C.20. 5^6 Edw. VI. c. 24. " 3 & 4 Edw. VI. c. 20. 
* Stiypc, vol. i. p. I t7v 

T 4 tion, 
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CHAP* don, and expulsion; and the bishq>. declared, that 
XXXm. rather than permit the liberty of innovating in the 
^^J7nf pronunciation of the Greek alphabet, it were bet- 
^ ' ter that the language itself were totally banished the 
univer^des. The introducdon of the Greek lan- 
guage into Oxford excited the emuladon of Cam« 
bridge'. Wolsey intended to have enriched the 
library of his college at Oxford with copies of all 
the manuscripts that were in the Vadcan^ The 
countenance given to letters by this King and his 
ministers contributed to render learning fadUionable 
in England : Erasmus speaks with great satisfacdon 
of the general regard paid by the nobility and gentry 
to men of knowl^ge '. It is needless to be pardcular 
in mendoning the writers of this rdgn, or of the 
preceding. There is no man of that age who has the 
least pretension to be ranked amon^ our classics. Sir 
Thomas More, though he wrote m Latin, seems to 
come the nearest to the character of a classical author. 

' Wood's Hist. & Antiq. Oxon. lib* i. p*245. ' Ibid. p*249. 
* Epist. ad Bansium. Also Epist. p. 368. 
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CHAR XXXIV. 

EDWARD VI. 

State of the Regency.'— Innovations in the Regency. — 
Hertford Protector.-^Reformation completed.-'^Gar* 
diner* s Opposition. ^^ Foreign jlffairs. "^ Progress 0/ 
the Reformation in Scotland. — Assassination of Car • 
dinal Beaton. — n Conduct of the War with Scotland.-^ 
Battle of Finkey. — A Parliament. — Farther Pro- 
gress of the Reformation. — Affairs of Scotland. — - 
Toung Queen of Scots sent into France. — Cabals of 
Lord Seymour. — Dudley Earl of Warwick. ^-^ A 
Parliament. "^ Attainder of Lord Seymour. '^ His 
Execution, •j— Ecclesiastical Affairs* 

'T^HE late King, by the regulations which he im- CHAP. 
X posed on the government of his infant son, as XXXIV. 
well as by the limitations of the succession, had '- ^ ~^ 
projected to reign even after his decease; and he state of 
miagined that his ministers, who had always been the re- 
so obsequious to him during his lifetime, would gency* 
never afterwards depart from the plan which he had 
traced out to them. He fixed the majority of the 
Prince at the completion of his dghteenth year; 
and as Edward was then only a few months past 
nine, he appointed sixteen executors; to whom, 
during the minority, he entrusted the government 
of the kingdom. Thar names were, Granmer, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; Lord Wriothesely, chanced 

lor; 
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CHAP, lor; Lord St. John^ great master; Lord Russel, 
XXXIV. privy seal ; the Earl of Hertford, chamberlain ; Vis- 
'^~^~"-^ count Lisle, admiral; Tonstal, Bishop of Durham 4 
^^^* Sir Anthony Brown, master of horse; Sir William 
Paget, secretary of state ; Sir Edward North, chan- 
' celTor of the court of augmentations ; Sir Edward 

Montague, chief justice of the common pleas ; Judge 
^omley; Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir Willismi 
Herbert, chief gentlemen of the privy chamber ; Sir 
Edward Wotton, treasurer of Cala& ; Dr. Wottcm, 
Deaui of Canterbury. To these executors, wkh 
whom was entrusted the whole regal authority, were 
appomted twelve counsellors, who possessed no 
inmiediate power, and could only as^ with their 
advice when any afiair was laid before them. The 
ceundl was composed of the Earls of Arundel and 
Essex ; Sir Thomas .Cheney, treasure of the house- 
hold; Sir John Gage, comptroller; Sir Anthony 
Wiilgfield, vice-chamberlain; Sir William Petre, 
secretary of state ; Sir Richard Rich, Sir John Baker, 
Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir Richau*d 
Southwel, and Sir Edmund Pekham% The usual 
caprice of Henry appears somewhat in this nomina- 
tion ; while he a{^x»nted several persons of inferior 
station among his executors, and gave only the 
place of couxisellor to a person of such rank as die 
Earl of Arundel, and to Sir Thomas Seymour, the 
King's uncle. 
IimoTa- But the first act of the executors and counsefloirs 
lions in was to depart from the destination of the late King in 
^^'**' a material article. No sooner were they met man 
'^°^^* it was suggested, that the government would losle 
its dignity, for want of some head who might repre* 
ieat me roval tfilaje^, who itnglit receive addresses 
ftota fdreign ambas^iM^, to whom dispatches 
from Engl»h ministers abroad might be carried, 
and wh6$e name might be employ^ in all ^rdcri 

« and 
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iand proclamaticns : And as the King's wOI seenied CHAP, 
to labour under a defect in this particular, it was XX XIV. 
deemed necessary to supply it, by chusing a Pro- ^^ ^~*^ 
tector, who^ though he should possess all the ex- '*^- ' 
tenor symbbls of royal dignity, should yel be bound 
in every act of power, to follow the opiniMi of the 
executors **. This proposal was very (Usagreeable to' 
Chancellor Wriothesely, That magistrate, a man of 
an active spirit and high ambition, fotmd hims^, 
by his office, entitled to the first rank in the regency 
aner the primate ; and as he knew that this prelate 
had no' talent or inclination for state affairs, he 
hoped that the direction of public buaness would of 
course devolve in a great measure upon himself. He 
opposed therefore the proposal of chu^g a Protec* 
tor; and represented that innovation as an infitoges 
ment of the late King's will, which, bcfmg corroborate 
ed by act of parliament, ought in every thing to be 
a law to thenv, and could not be aftered' but by the 
same authority which had established it. But he 
seems to have stood alone in the opposition. The . 
executors and counsellors were mostfy courtiers who 
had been raised by Henry's favour, not men of 
high birth or great hereditary influence; Mid as 
they had been sufficiently accustomed to submission 
during the reign of the late monarch, and had no 
pretensions to govern the nation by their own au- 
thority, they acquiesced the more willingly in a pro- 
posal which seemed calculated for preserving pub* 
lie peace and tranquillity. It being therefore agi*eed Hertford 
to nanle a Protector, the choice fell of course on the P«>tec. 
Earl of Hertford, who, as he was the King's mater- ^^^' 
nal uncle, was strongly interested in his safety ; afid, 
possessing' no claims to inherit the c^own, could 
never have any separate interest, which might lead 
him to endanger Edward's person or his authority % 
The public was in£armed by proclamation of this 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. }. « HeyUa, Hist. Ref. Edw. VI. 
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CHAP, chaage in the administra^on ; and dispatches were 
XXXIV. sent to all foreign courts to give them intimation of 
"^ .' ^ '"^ it. , All those who were possessed of any dfEce re- 
signed their former commissions, and accepted new 
on^ in the name of the young King. The bishops 
themselv€S were constrained to make a like submis- 
^on. Care was taken to insert in their new com- 
missions, that they held thdr offices during plea- 
sure "*: And it is there expressly affirmed, that all 
manner of authority and jurisdiction, as well eccle-^ 
siastical as civil, is originally derived from the 
crown*. 

,Th£ executors in thar next measure showed a 
more .submissive deference to Henry's will ; because 
many of them found their iiccount in it. The late 
King had intended, before his deaths to make a 
new creation of nobility, in order to supply the 
place of those peerages which had fellen by former 
attainders, or the failure of issue ; and that he might 
enable the new peers to support their dignity, he 
had resolvM either to bestow estates on them, or 
advance them to higher offices. He had even gone 
so far as to inform them of this resolution ; and in 
his will he charged his executors to make good all 
his promises ^ That they might ascertain his in- 
tentions in the most authentic manner. Sir William 
Paget, Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir William Her- 
bert, with whom Henry had always conversed in a 
familiar manner, were called before the board of re- 
gency; and having given evidence of what they 
knew concerning the King's promises, their testi- 
mony was relied on, and the executors proceeded to 
17th Feb. the fulfilling of these engagements. Hertford was 
created Duke of Somerset ; mareschal and lord trea* 
surer j Wriothesely, Earl of Southampton ; the Earl 
of Essex, Marquis of Northampton ; Viscount Lisle, 

^ Colliery vol. ii. p. 218. Burnet* vol. ii. p. 6. . Strype'a Mem. 
of Cranm. p. 141. ^ Strype's Mem. of Cnmm. p. 141. 
^ Fuller, Heylin, and Rymer. 
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Earl of Warwic ; Sir ThcMiias Seyinour, Lord Sey- CH AP. 
mour of Sudley, and admiral ; Sir Richard Rich? XXXIv! 
Sir William Willoughby, Sir Edward Sheffield, ac- ^"■^"'"■^ 
cepted the title of Bardn*. Several to whom the '^^'' 
same dignity was offered, refused it; because the 
other part of the King's promises, the bestowing 
of estates on these new noblemen, was deferred till a 
more convenient opportunity. Some of them, how- 
ever, as also Somerset the Protector, were, in the 
mean time, endowed with spiritual ju^derments, dean* 
eries and prebaids. For, among many other inva- 
sions of ecclesiastical privileges and property, this 
irregular practice of b^to^dng spiritual b^iefices on, 
laymen began now to prevail. 

The Earl of Southampton had always been en- 
gaged in an opposite party to Somerset ; and it was 
not likely that Mictions, which had secretly prevailed 
even during the arbitrary reign of Henry, should be 
suppressed in the weak administratioh that usually 
att^ids a minority. The former nobleman, diat he 
might have the greater leisure for attending to public 
business, had, of himself and from his own autho- 
rity, put the great seal in commission, and had em- 
powered four lawyers, Southwel, Tregonel, Oliver, 
and Bellasis, > to execute in his absence the office of 
diancellcM*. This measure seemed very exceptionable^ 
and the more so, as two of the commissioners bang 
canonists, the lawyers suspected that by this no- 
mination the cfaancdlor bad intended to discredit 
the common law. Complamts were made to the^ 
council, who, influenced by the Protector, gladly 
laid hold of the ^qyportunity to depresis Southamp- 
ton. They coiisuked the judges with regard to 
so unusual a case, and received for answer, thai 
the commissioil was illegal, and that the chancellor, 
by his presum^ition tn granting it, had justly fer-^ 
fated ^ great seal, mA was even liable to pu- 
nishment. The council summoned him to appear 

< Stowe*8 Annals^ P*594« 
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CHAP, before them. He mamtained, ibat be held his of* 
XXXIV. fice by the late King's yniJLf founded on an act of 
^"^''^ ^ parliament) and could not loie it without a trial 
^^^'* in parliament ; that if the commission which he 
had granted were found illegal, it might be can- 
celled, and all the ill ccoisequences of it be easily re- 
medied; and that the depriving him of his ofEce 
for an error of this nature, was a precedent by 
which any other innovation might be authorised. 
But the council, notwithstanding these topics of 
defence, declared that he had forfeited the gre^t 
seal ; . that a fine should be imposed upon him ; and 
that he diould be confined to his own house during 
pleasure \ 

The removal of Southampton increased the Pro- 
tector's authority, as well as tended to suppi'ess fac- 
tion in the regency ; yet was not Somerset contented 
with this advantage: His ambkicm carried him to 
seek sdll £airther acquisidons. On pretence that the 
, vote of the executors, choosing him Protector, was 
not a sufficient foundation for his authority, he pro* 
^ 2th Mar. ^ufed a pataat from the vouog King, by which he 
esmrtly overtoiled the will of Harry VIII. produced 
a total revolution in the goyemment^ and may seem 
even to have siribverted all the laws of the kiag<f 
dom. He named himself Krateotor with, lull xegal 
power, ami 2q>pointed at council 4son»sting of all the 
foimer comisdJors, and all tjhe earequtors^ e:^Qepi 
Southampton. He re&crved a port^er of naming 
any other com^selloxs at pkasurec AxA be was 
bound to consult with such only as . he thought pco^ 
pa*. The Protector and his t <^>^actt were likewise 
mipoweifid to act at dfsccetion, and toexecSUtewha^ 
ever they deemed for the ipi^Ue serwre, vkhoQt 
incurring any penalty ,or ftEKoftttaie from aoy law, 
stamte^ iproclamation, on .<>rdiQanQe twiicttsoever^ 
Even ihad this patent bo&k more moAamt/^ in ks 

•» HoEngshcd, p.979. ' Burnet, voLii. Records, N« 6. 
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concessions, and had it been dra:wn by d^ections CHAP. 
from the ocecutors appointed by Henry, its legality XXXIV. 
mi^t justly be que^oned ; since it seems essential ^'->^'*^ 
to a trust of thk natiu-e to be exercised by die per* '^7' 
SOBS entrusted, and not to admit of a del^;ation to 
others : But as the patent, by its very tenor, where 
the executc»rs are not so much as mentioned, ap* 
pears to haye been surreptitiously obtained from a 
minor King, the protectorship of Somerset was a 
plain usurpation, which it is impossible by any ar* 
guments to justify. The connivance, however, c^ 
the e^ecutx>rs, and their present acquiescence in the 
new establishment, made 4t be universally submit- 
ted to ; and as the young King discovered an ex* 
treme attachment to his uncle, who was also ki the 
main a man of moderation and probity, no d>jec- 
tit>ns were made to his pow<er and title. All men of 
sense likewise, who saw the nation divided by the 
reBgious zeal of the opposite sects, deemed it the 
more necessary to entrust the government to one 
person, who might check the exorbitancies of fac- 
tion, and ensure the public tranquillity. And 
though some clauses of the patent seemed to imply 
a formal subversion of all limited gov^ronent, so 
little jealousy was then ususdly entertsuned on that 
head, that no reception was ever taken at bare 
claims or pretensions of tins nature, advanced by 
any pat'son possessed of sovereign power. The ac« 
mal exercise alone of arbitrary administration, and 
that m ms^y, md great, and flagrant, and unpopular 
instances, was able sometimes to give some umbrage 
to die nation. 

The extensive autkcuity and unp^ious charact€f> Refonna. 
of Henry had retained the partisans of both reli^ tion com- 
gions in subjection; but, upon hfe d^miise, the hopes pl«^^ 
of ti^ poMestsmts, and th$ fears ai thi^ catholics^, be* 
gan to revive, and the zeal of these parties pro- 
duced every where disputes and animosities, the 
usual preludes to piore fatal divisions. The Pro- 
tector 
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C HA P. ^^(or had long been regarded as a secret partisan of 
XXXIV. the reformers ; and being noiv freed from restramt, 
^—^^T"*^ he scrupled not to dBscovef his intention of correct- 
'547* ing all abuses in the ancient religion, and of adopting 
still more of the protestaitf innovations. He took 
care. that all persons entrusted with the King's edu- 
cation should be attached to the same principles } and 
as the young Prince discovered a zeal fc»r every kind 
of literature, especially the theological, far beyobd 
his tender years, all men foresaw, in the course of 
his reign, the total abolidon of the catholic faith in 
England ; and they rarly began to declare them- 
selves in favour of those tenets which were likely 
to become in the end entirely prevalent. After 
Southampton's fall, few members of the council 
seaned to retain any attachment to. the Romirii 
communion ; and most of the counsellors appeared 
even sanguine in forwarding the progress of the re- 
formation.' The riches which most of than had 
acquired from the spoils of the clergy, induced 
them to widen the breach between Ecq^land and 
Rome; andf by establishing a contrariety of spectt^ 
lative tenets, as well as of disciplme and worship, 
to render a coalition with the mother, church altoge- 
ther impracticable \ Their ra4>acity also, the chief 
source of their reforming spirit, was excited, by the 
prospect of pillaging the secular, as they hsd akeidy 
done the regular clergy ; and they knew that while 
any share of the old principles remained, or any 
regard to the ecclesiastics, they could never ho|>e tb 
succ^ in that enterprise. 

Th£ numerous and burthensome superstitions 
. widi .which the Romish chufch was batded^ had 
thrown many of the reformers, by the spirit c^op. 
positbn, into an enthusiastic strain; lofdev^taoa; 
s^id all rites, ceremonies, pomp, order, and .cfcte^ 
rior observances wiere izealously proscribed i by them 
as hindrances to their ^pirittial cootemfrfatiiws; and 

i" Goodwin's Annals. Heylin. i • 
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ebstractions to fheir immediate converse with hea- CHAP, 
ven. Many circumstances concurred to inflame this XXXIV. 
daring spirit ; the novelty itself of their doctrines, "r- -^ 
the triumph of making proselytes, the furious per- '^^^' 
secutions to which they were exposed, their animo* 
fihy against the ancient tenets and practices, and the 
necessity of procuring the concurrence of the laity, 
by defnressing the hierarchy, and by tendering to 
them the plunder of ihe ecclesiastics. Wherever the 
reformation prevailed over the opposition of civil 
autl)ority, this genius of religion appeared in its full 
extent, and was attended with consequences, which, 
though less durable, were, for some time, not less 
dangerous than those which were connected with the 
ancient superstition. But as the magistrate took the 
lead in England, the transition was more gradual ; 
much of the ancient religion was still preserved ; and 
a reasonable degree of subordination was retained in 
.discipline, as well as some pomp, order, and ceremony 
in public worship. 

The Protector in his schemes for advancing the 
reformation, had always recourse to the counsels of 
Cranmer, who, being a man of moderation and 
prudence, was averse to all violent changes, and 
<letermine4 to bring over the people, by insensible 
innovations, to that system of doctrine and discipline 
which he deaned the most pure and perfect. He 
probably also foresaw that a system, which carefully 
avoided th^ extremes of reformation, was likely to 
be most lasting ; and that a devotion merely spiritual 
was fitted only for the first fervours of a new sect, 
and upon the relaxation of these naturally gave place 
to the inroads of superstition. He seems, therefore, 
to have intended the establishment of a hierarchy, 
which, being suited to a great and settled government, 
might stand as a perpetual barrier against Rome, 
and might retain the reverence of the people, even 
after their enthu^tic zeal was diminished, or entirely 
evaporated. 

VOL. rv. V The 
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CHAP. Th& person who opposed, with greatest autho* 
XXXIV. jii^y^ any farther advances towards reformatbn, 
^ ' ^ was Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester ; who, though 
he had not obtained a place in the council of re- 
gency, on account of late disgusts which he had 
given to Henry, was entitled, by his age, experi- 
ence, and capacity, to the highest trust and eonfi- 
Gardi- deuce of his party. This prelate still continued to 
ner's op- magnify the great wisdom and learning of the late 
position, jj^jjjg^ which, indeed, were generally and sincerely 
revered by the nation ; and he insisted on the pru- 
dence of persevering, at least till the young King's 
.majority, in the ecclesiastical model established by 
that great monarch. He defended the use of ima* 
ges, which were now openly attacked by the pro- 
testants; and he represented them as serviceable in 
maintaining a sense of religion ^mong the illiterate 
multitude ^ He even deigned to write an apology for 
holy water ^ which Bishop Ridley had decried in a ser- 
mon ; and he maintained that, by the power of the 
Almighty, it might be rendered an instrument of 
doing good ; as much as the shadow of St. P^er, the 
hem of Christ's garment, or the spittle and clay laid 
upon the eyes of the blind *". Above all, he insisted 
that the laws ought to be observed, that the constitu- 
tion ought to be preserved inviolate, and that it was 
dangerous to follow the will of the sovereign, in oppo- 
sition to an act of parliament \ 

But though there remained at that tiQie in Eng- 
land an idea of laws and a constitution, aufficioit at 
' least to furnish a topic of argument to such as were 
discontented with an immediate exercise of autho- 
rity, this plea could scarcely in the present c^ be 
maintained with any plausibility by Gardmer. An 
act of parliament had invested the crown with a 
legislative power; and royal proclamations, even 

> Fox, voLii. p. 712. » Ibid. p. 724: 

« Collier, vol. ii. p. 228. Fox,, vol. ii. 
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during a minority, were armed with the force of c HAP. 
laws. The Protector, finding himself sapplffted by XXXIV. 
this statute, was determined to employ his autho- ^ ~^~ ~^ 
rity in favour of the reformers; and having sus- ^^^^' 
pended, during the interval, the jurisdiction of the 
bishops, he appointed a general visitation to be made 
in all the dioceses of England \ The visitors consisted 
of a mixture of clergy and laity, and had six circuits 
assigned them. The chief purport of their instruc- 
tions was, besides correcting immoralities andirre*- 
gularities in the clergy, to abolish the ancient super* 
stidons, and to bring the discipline and worship some* 
what nearer the practice of the reformed churches. 
The moderation of Somerset and Cranmer is apparent 
an the conduct of this delicate affair. The visitors 
were enjoined to retain for the present, all ima^ 
which bad not been abused to idolatry ; and to m- 
struct the people not to despise such ceremonies as 
were not jet abrogated, but only to beware of some 
particular superstitions, such as the sprinkling of 
their beds with holy water, and the ringing of bells, 
or using (^consecrated candles, in order to drive away 
the devil p. 

But nothing required more the correcting hand 
of authority than the abuse of preaching which was 
now generally employed, throughout England, in 
ddending the ancient practices and superstitions. 
The court of augmentation, in order to ease the ex- ' 

chequer of the annuities paid to monks, had com- 
monly placed them in the vacant chui*ches} and 
these men were led by interest, as well as by incli- 
nation, to support those principles which had been 
invemed for the profit of the clergy. Orders there- 
fore were given to restrain the topics of their ser- 
mons : Twelve homilies were published^ which they 
were enjoined to read to the people: And all of 
them were prohibited, without express permission, ' 

• Mera. Cranm. p. 146, 147, Sec. p Burnet, vol. ii. p. 28. 
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CHAP, from preaching any where but in their parish churches. 
XXXIV. The pflFposfe of this injunction was to throw a restraint 
'^ ~^" -' on the catholic divines ; while the protestant, by the 
'547-. grant of particular licences, should be allowed un- 
bounded hberty. 

Bonner made some opposition to these mea- 
sures ; but soon after retracted and acquiesced. 
Gardiner was more high-spirited and more steady. 
He represented the peril of perpetual innovations, 
and the necessity of adhering to some system. " *Ti$ 
^* a dangerous thing,'* said he, ** to use too much 
^* freedom in researches of this kind. If you cut 
** the old canal, the water is apt to run farther than 
*' you have a mind to. If you indulge the humour 
** of novelty, you cannot put a stop to people's de- 
** mands, nor govern their indiscretions at pleasure. 
** For my part," said he, on another occasion, 
^^ my sole concern is,, to manage the third and last 
** act of my life with decency, and to make a hand* 
** some exit off the stage. Provided this point is 
'^ secured, I am not solicitous about the rest. I am 
** already by nature condemned to death : No maA 
** can give me a pardon from this sentence ; nor so 
*> much as procure me a reprieve. To speak my mind, 
** and to act as my conscience directs, are -two 
** branches of liberty which I can never part with. 
*' Sincerity in speech, and intregrity in acdon, are 
* ^^ entertaining qualities : They will stick by a man 
** when every thing else takes its leave: and I must not 
^^ resign them upon any consideration. The best on 
^ it is, if I do not throw them awa;y myself, no man 
** can force them from me : But if I give them up, 
^^ then I am ruined by myself, and deserve to lose 
** all my preferments ** .** This opposition of Gar- 
diner drew on him the indignation of the council ; 
and he was sent to the Fleet, where he was used with 
some severity. 

« Collier, vol. ii. p. 228. ex MS. Col. C. C. CanUb. jBiUiotheoa 
Britannica, Article GAapiNfiR. 
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One of the chief objections, urged hy Gardiner CHAP, 
against the new homilies, was, that they defined^ XXXIV. 
with the most metaphysical precision, the doctrines '- ~^~ -" 
of grace, and of justificarion by faith; points, he **"* 
thought, which it was superfluous for any man to 
know exactly, and which certainly much exceeded 
the comprehension of the vulgar. A famous mar- 
tyrologist calls Gardiner, on account of this opinion. 
^^ An insensible ass, and one that had no feeling of 
** God's spirit in the matter of justification V* The 
meanest protestant imagined, at that time, that he 
had a fiiil comprehension of all those mysterious 
doctrines , and he heartily despised the most learned 
and knowing person of the ancient religion, who ac« 
knowledged his ignorance with regard to them. It 
is indeed certain, that the reformers were very for* 
tunate in their doctrine of justification, and might 
venture to foretel its success, in opposition to all 
the ceremonies, shows, and superstitions of popery. 
By exalting Christ and his sufferings, and renouncing 
all claim to independent merit in ourselves, it was 
calculated to become popular^ and coincided with 
those principles of panegyric and of self-abasemaQt 
which generally have place in religion. 

ToNSTAL Bishop of Durham, having, as well as 
Gardiner, made some opposition to the new regu- 
lations, was dismissed the council ; but no ferther se* 
verity was, for the present, exercised agaanst him.^ 
He was a man of great moderation, and of the most 
unexceptionable character in the kingdom. 

The same religious zeal which engaged Somerset to Fordgo 
promote the reformation at home, led him to caqry ■*^»>*- 
his attention to foreign countries ; where the in* 
terests of the protestants were now exposed to the 
most imminent danger. The Roman Pontiff^ with 
much reluctance, and after long delays, had at last 
sununoned a general council, which was assembled 

' F0Z9 Tol. ii. 
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CHAPr at Trent, an& was employed, both in correcting the 
XXXIV* abases of the church, and in ascertaining her doc- 
vj.-v^-,:^ trines. The Emperor, who desired to repress the 
*^^' power of the court of Rome, as well as gain over 
the protestants, promoted the former object of the 
council ; the Pope, who found his own greatness so 
deeply interested, desiredl rather to employ them in 
the latter. He gave instructions to his legates, who 
presided in the council, to protract the debates, and 
to engage the theologians in argumoxt, and alteiica- 
tion, and dispute concerning the nice points of 
^th canvassed before them : A policy so easy to be 
^esecuted, that the legates soon found it rather ne- 
cessary to interpose, m order to appease the animo- 
£ty of the divines, and bring them at last to some 
decision'; The more difficult task for the legates 
^as, to moderate or divert the zeal of the council 
for refoiimation, and to repress the ambition of the 
prelate^ who desired to exalt die episcopal authority 
on the ruins of the Sovereign Pontiff. Finding this 
hiimour become prevalent, the legates, on pretence 
that the plague had brokai out at Trent, transferred 
of a sudden the council to Bologna, where they 
hoped it would be more under the direction of 
His Holiness. 

- The Emperor, no less' than the Pope, had learned 
to make religion subservient to his ambition ahd 
policy. He was resolved" to employ the imputation 
of heresy as a pretence for subduing the protestant 
Princes, and oppressing the liberdes 'of Germany ; 
but found it necessary to cover his intendona under 
deep artifice, and to prevent the combination of his 
adversaries. He separated the Palatine and^. die 
Elector of Brandenburgh from the protestant con- 
federacy : He took arms against the EI^cht of 
. Saxony, and the Landgrave of Hesse: By the for- 
tune of war, he made the former prisoners He 
employed treachery and prevarication against the 

» Father Paul, lib. iL 
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latter, and detained him captive, by breaking a CHAP, 
safe-conduct which he had granted him. He seemed XXXIV. 
to have reached the summit of his ambition ; and ^ '^--^ 
the German Princes, who were astonished with his ^^^*^* 
success, WCTe farther discouraged by the intelligence 
which they had received of the death, first of Henry 
VIJI. then of Francis I. theyr usual resources in every 
calamity ^ 

Henry IL who succeeded to the crown of France, 
was a Prince of vigour and abilities ; but less 
hasty in his resolution tha^i Francis, and less inflamed 
with rivalship and animosity against the Emperor 
Charles. Though he sent ambassadors to the Prin«* 
ces of the Smalcaldic League, and promised them 
protection, he was imwilling, in the commencement 
of his reign, to hurry into a war with so great a 
power as that of the Emperor; and he thought 
that the alliance of those Princes was a sure resource 
which he could at any time lay hold of "*. He was 
much governed by the Duke of Guise and the 
Cardinal 6f Lorraine; and he hearkened to their 
counsel, in chusing rather to give immediate assist- 
ance to Scotland, his ancient ally, which, even before 
the death of Henry VIIL had loudly claimed the pro- 
tection of the French monarchy. 

The hatred between the two factions, the parti- Progress 
sans of the ancient and those of the new religion, ^^^^e re- 
became every day more violent in Scotland ; and •„ Scot^** 
the resolution which the cardinal primate had taken land. 
to employ the most rigorous punishments agsunst 
the reformers j brought matters to a ^ quick decision. 
There was one Wishart, a gentleman by birth, who 
employed himself with great zeal in preaching 
against the ancient superstitions, and began to give 
alarm to the clergy, who were justly terrified with 
the danger of some fatal revolution in relirion. This 
man was celebrated for the purity of his morals, 

« Sleidan. « Pcre Danid. 
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CHAP, and for his extensive learning: But tb^ praised 
XXXIV. cannot be mucb depended on ; because we know 
"^'"'^ -' that, among the reformers, severity of maimers sup- 
^^^^* plied the place of many virtues ; and the age \*'as in 
general so ignorant, that most of the priests in Scot- 
land imagined the New Testament to be a composi- 
tion of Luther's, and asserted that the Old alone 
was the word of God ". But however the case may 
have stood with regard to those estimable qualities 
ascribed to Wishart, he was strongly possessed with 
the desire of innovation ; and h^ enjoyed those ta- 
lents which qualified him for becoming a popular 
preacher, and for seizing the attention and affections 
of the multitude. The magistrates of Dundee, 
where he exercised his mission, were alarmed with 
his progress ; and being unable or xmwilling to treat 
him with rigour, they contented themselves- with 
denying him the liberty of preaching, and with dis^ 
missing him the bounds of their jurisdiction. Wish, 
art, moved with indignation that they had daned 
to reject him, together with the word of God, 
menaced them, in imitation of the ancient prophets, 
with some imminent calamity ; and he withdrew to 
the west country, where he daily increased the num* 
ber of his proselytes. Meanwhile a plague broke out 
in Dundee ; and all men exclaimed, that the town 
had drawn down the vengeance of Heaven by ba^ 
nishing the pious preacher, and that the pesti* 
lence would never cease, till they had made him 
atonement for their offence against him. No sooner 
did Wishart hear of this change in their disposition, 
than he returned to them, and made them a new 
tender of his doctrine : But lest he should spread 
the contagion by bringing multitudes together, he 
erected his pulpit on the top of a gate : The in- 
fected stood within ; the others without. And the 
preacher failed not, in such a situation, to take 

''See Note [P], at the end of the volume. 
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advantage of the immediate terrors of the people, and CHAP, 
to aifprce his evangelical mission \ XXXIV. 

The assiduity and success of Wishart became an ^ ^"~*^ 
object of attention to Cardinal Beaton; and he re* '^^'* 
solved, by the punishment of so celebrated a 
preacher, to strike a terror into all other innovators* 
He en»ged the Earl of Bothwel to arrest him, and 
to dehver him into his hands, contrary to a pro* 
'mise given by Bothwel to that unhappy man : And 
being possessed of his prey, he conducted him to 
St. Andrews, where, after a trial, he condemned 
him to the flames for heresy. Arran, the gover- 
nor, was irresolute in his temper; and the cardi- 
nal, though he had gained him- over to his party, 
found that he would not concur in the condemna- 
tion and execution of Wishart. He determined, 
therefore^ without the assistance of the secular arm, 
to bring that heretic to punishment ; and he him-* 
self beheld from his window the dismal spectacle. 
Wishart suffered with the usual patience; but 
could not forbear remarking the triumph of his 
insulting enemy. He foretold, that, in a few days 
he should in the very same place lie as low as now 
he was exalted aloft in opposition to true piety and 
religion ^. 

This prophecy was probably the immediate cause Assasu* 
of the event which it foretold. The disciples of nation of 
this martyr, enraged at the cruel execution, formed S[*?i 
a conspiracy against the cardinal ; and having asso- 
ciated to them Norman Lesly, who was disgusted 
on account of some private quarrel, they conducted 
their enterprise with great secrecy and success* 
Early in the morning they entered the cardinal's 
palace, which he had strongly fortified ; and though 
they were not above sixteen persons, they thrust 
out a himdred tradesmen and fifty servants, whom 
they seized separately, before any suspicion arose 



* Knox's Hist, of Ref. p. 44, Spotswood. 
^ Spotswood, Buchanan. 
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CHAP, of their intentions; smd having shut the gates, 
XXXIV, they proceeded very deliberately to execute their 
'^^r" -^ purpose on the cardinal. That prelate had been 
'^^'* alarmed with the noise which he heard in the castle ; 
and had barricadoed the door of his chamber: 
But finding that they had brought fire in order to 
force . their way, and havmg obtained, as is be- 
lieved, a promise of lifb, he opened the door ; and 
reminding them that he was a priest, he conjured 
them to spare him. Two of the assassins rushed 
upon him with dra^^n swords; but a third, James 
Melvil^ more calm and more considerate in villany, 
stopped their career, and bade them reflect that 
this work was the work and judgment of God, and 
ought to be executed with becoming deliberation 
and gravity. Then turning the point of his sword 
towards Beaton, lie called to him, ^< Repent* thee, 
<' thou wicked cardinal, of all thy sins and iniqui- 
t *' ties, especially of the 'murder of Wishart, diat 
^ instrument or God for the conversion of these 
•* lands : It is his death which now cries vengeance 
^ upon thee: We are sent by God to inflict the 
•' deserved punishment. For here, before the Al- 
•* mighty, I protest, that it is neither hatred of thy 
** person, nor love of thy riches, nor fear of thy 
" power, which moves me to seek thy. death : But 
^^ only because thou hast been, and sdll remainest, 
•* an obstinate enemy to Christ Jesus, and his holy 
" gospel.*' Having spoken these words, without 
gi^^g Beaton time to finish that repentance to 
which he exhorted him, he thrust him through the 
body } and the cardinal fell dead at his feet *. This 
murder was executed on the 28th of May 1546. 

The 

• The famous Scotch reformer, John Knox » calls James Melvi], 
p. 6^* a man most gentle and most modest. It is very horrid, but 
at the same time somewhat amusing, to consider the joy and alacritj 
and pleasure, which that historian discovers in his narrative of this 
assassination : And it is remarkable, that in the first edition of hia 
work| these words were printed on the margin of the page, The godly 
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The assassins, being reinforced by their friends, to CHAP, 
the jiumber of a hundred and forty per$oi!is, pre* XXXIV* 
paral themselves for the defence of the castle, and ^—"v--— » 
sent a messenger to London, craving assistance from ^-^^^^ 
Henry. That Prince, though Scotland Vf2^ compre- 
hended in his peace with France, v^ould not forego 
the opportunity of disturbing the government of a 
rival kingdom } and he promised, to take them under 
his protection. 

It was the peculiar mis&rtune of Scotland, that 
five short reigns had been successively followed by 
as many long minorities; and the execution of 
justice which the Prince was beginning to intro- 
duce, had been continually interrupted by the ca- 
bals, factions, and animosities of die great But 
besides these inveterate and ancient evils, a iiew 
source bf disorder had arisen, the disputes and con* 
tendons of theology, which were sufficient to dis- 
turb the most settled government ; and the death of 
the cardinal^ who was possessed of abilities and vigour, 
seemed much to weaken the hands of the adminis* 
tration« But the Queen-dowager was a woman of 
uncommon talents and virtue ; and she did as much 
to support the government, and supply the weakness 
of Arran the governor, as could be expected in her 
situation. 

The Protector of England, as soon as the state Conduct 
was brought to some composure, made preparations of the war 
for war with Scotland; and he was determined to Scotland. 
execute, if possible, that project of uniting the 
two kingdoms by marriage, on which the late King 
had been so intent, and which he had recommended 
with his dying breath to his executors. He levied 
an army of 18,000 men, and equipped a fleet of 

fact and Wordi of James MehiL But the following editors re- 
trenched them. Knox himself had' no hand in the murder of 
Beaton ;.but he afterwards joined the assassins, and assisted them 
in holding out the castle. See Keith's Hist, of the Ref. of 
Scothmdy p.4S» .. 
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CHAP, sixty sail, one half of which were ships of war, the 
XXXIV. other laden with provisions and ammunition. He 
^jJj.j~ gave the command of the fleet to Lord Clinton: 
He himself marched at the head of the army, at- 
tended by the Earl of Warwic. These hostile 
measures were covered with a pretence of revaige- 
ing some depredations committed by the borderers ; 
but besides that Somerset revived the ancient claim 
of the superiority of the English crown over that of 
Scotland, he refused to enter into negotiation on 
any other condition than the marriage of the young 
Queen with Edward. 

The Protector, before he opened the campaign, 
published a manifesto, in which he enforced aU the 
arguments for that measure. He said, that nature 
seemed originally to have intended this island for 
one empire : and having cut it off from all com- 
munication with foreign states, and guarded it by 
the ocean, she had pointed out to the inhabitants 
the road to happiness and to security: That the 
education, and customs of the people concurred 
with nature ; and by giving them the same language, 
and laws, and manners, had invited them to a 
thorough union and coalition : That fortune had at 
last removed all obstacles, and had prepared an ex- 
pedient by which they might become one people, 
without leaving any place for that jealousy, dther 
of honour or of interests, to which rival nations 
are naturally exposed : That the crown of Scotland 
had devolved on a female ; that of England on a 
male ; and happily the two sovereigns, as of a rank, 
were also of an age the most suitable to each other : 
That the hostile dispositions which prevailed be^ 
tween the nations, and v/hich arose from past in* 
juries, would soon be extinguished, after a long 
and secure peace ha^ established confidence be- 
tween them : That the memory of former miseries^ 
which at present inflamed their mutual animosity, 
would then serve only to make them cherish, w^ 

mor* 
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more passion, a state of happiness and tranquillity CHAP, 
so long. unknown to their ancestors: That when XXXIV. 
hostilities had ceased between the kingdoms, the ^-'~"^' ^ 
Scottish nobility, who were at present obliged to ^^^^' 
remain perpetually in a warlike posture, would learn 
to cultivate the arts of peace, and would soften 
their minds to a love of domestic order and obedi- 
ence: That' as this situation was desirable to both 
kingdoms, so particularly to Scotland, which had 
been exposed to the greatest miseries from intestine 
and foreign wars, and saw herself every moment in 
danger of losing her independency, by the efforts 
of a richer and more powerful people : That though 
England had claims of superiority, she was willing 
to resign every pretension for the sake of future 
peace, and desired an union, which would be the more 
secure, as it would be concluded on terms entirely 
equal : And that besides all these motives, positive 
engagements had been taken for completing this alli- 
ance ; and the honour and good faith of the nation 
were pledged to fulfil what her interest and safety so 
loudly demanded *. ^ 

Somerset soon perceived that these remonstrances 
would have no influence ; and that the Queen- 
dowager's attachment to France and to the catholic 
reUgkxn would render ineffectual all negotiations for 
the intended marriage. He found himself, there- 
fore, obliged to try the force of arms, and to con- 
strain the Scots by necessity to submit to a measure, 
for which they seemed to have entertained the 
most incurable aversion. He passed the borders at ad Sept. 
fierwic, and advanced towards Edinburgh, without 
meeting any resistance for some days, except from 
some small castles which he obliged to surrender at 
dkcretion. The Protector intended to have punished 
the governor and garrison of one of Aese castles 
for their temerity m resisting such imequal force: 

*■ Sir John Hayveodf in Kennet, p. 379. Heylin^jp. ^3- 

But 
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CHAP. V^t they eluded his anger by asking only a few hours 
XXXIV. respite^ till they should prepare themselves for death ; 
^ ^y ' after which they found his ears more open to their 
'^^7' applications for mercy ^ 

The Governor of Scotland had summoned tc^e*- 
ther the whole force of the kingdom ; and his army, 
double in number to that of the English,' had taken 
post on advantageous ground, guarded by the banks 
of the Eske, about four miles from Edinburgh. 
The English came within sight of them at Faside ; 
and after a skirmish between the horse, where the 
Scots were worsted, and Lord Hume dangerously 
wounded, Somerset prepared himself for a more 
decisive action. But having taken a view of the 
Scottish camp with the Earl of Warwic, he found it 
difScult to make an attempt upon it with any pro- 
bability of success. He wrote, therefore, another 
letter to Arran ; and offered to evacuate the king- 
dom, as well as to repair all the damages which he 
had committed, provided the Scots would stipulate 
not to contract the Queen to any foreign Prince, but 
to detain her at home till she reached the age of 
chu^g a husband *for herself. So moderate a de- 
mand was rejected by the Scots merely on account 
of its moderation ; and it made them imagine that 
the Protector must either be reduced to » great dis- 
tress, or be influenced by fear, that he was now 
contented to abate so much of his former preten- 
sions. Inflamed also by their priests, who had 
come to the camp in great numbers, they bdieved 
that the English were detestable heretics, abhorred 
of God, and exposed to divine vaigeance ; and that 
no success could ever crown their arms. They 
were confirmed in this fond conceit when they saw 
the Protector change his ground, and move towards 
the sea ; nor did they any longer doubt that he in^ - 

• Haywood. Patten. 

tended 
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tended to embark his army, and make his escape on C H AP. 
board the ships, which at that very time moved into XXXIV. 
the bay oj^site to him \ Determined therefore to '- ~-~'~^ 
cut off his retreat, they quitted thar camp ; and *^*^* 
passing the river Eske, advanced into the plain. They 
were divided into three bodies : Angus commanded loth 
the vanguard : Arran the main body : Huntley the Sept. 
rear: Their cavalry consisted only of light horse, 
which were placed on their left flank, strengthened 
by some Irish archers, whom Argyle had brought 
over for this service. 

Somerset was much pleased when he saw this 
movement of the Scottish army ; and as the English 
had usually been superior in pitched battles, he con- 
ceived great hopes of success. He ranged his van 
on the left, farthest from the sea ; and ordered them 
to remain on the high groun(^s on which he placed 
them, till the enemy should approach : He placed The bat- 
his main battle and his rear towards the right ; and ^^f <>^ 
beyond the van he posted Lord Grey at the head of P*"^^!- 
the men at arms, and ordered him to take the Scot- 
tish van in flank, but not till they should be engaged 
in close fight with the van of the English. 
. While the Scots were advancing on the plain, 
they were galled with the artillery from the English 
ships : The eldest son of Lord Graham was killed : ^ 

The Irish archers were thrown into disorder ; and 
even the other troops began to stagger : When Lord 
Grey, perceiving their situation, neglected his or- 
ders,, left his ground, and at the head of his heavy* 
armed horse, made an attack on the Scottish infan- 
try, in hopes of gaining all the honour of the victory. 
On advancing, he found a slough and ditch in tus 
way ; and behind were ranged the enemy armed 
vnth spears, and the field on which they stood was 
fallow ground, broken with ridges which lay cross 
dieir front, and disordered the movements of the 
£nglish cavdry. From all these accidents, the 

^ Holingshed, p. 985. 
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CHAP, shock of this body of horse was feeble and irre-> 
XXXIV. gular ; and as they were received on the pohits of 
'^""""■'^^ — ' the Scottish spears, which were longer than the 
'^^^' lances of the English horsemen, they were in a mo- 
ment .pierced, overthrown, and discomfited. Grey 
himself was dangerously wounded : Lord Edward 
Seymour, son of the Protector, had his horse killed 
under him : The standard was near being taken : 
And had the Scots possessed any good body of cavalry, 
who could have pursued the advantage, the whole 
English army had been exposed to great danger \ 

The Protector, meanwhile, assisted by Sir Ralph 
Sadler, and Sir Ralph Vane, employed mmself with 
diligence and success in rallying the cavalry. War- 
wic showed great presence of mind in maintaining 
the ranks of the . foot on which the horse had re- 
coiled : He made Sir Peter Meutas advance, cap- 
tain of the foot harquebusiers, and Sir Peter Gam- 
boa, captain of scxne Italian and Spanish harquebu- 
siers on horseback; and ordered them to ply the 
Scottish infantry with their shot. They marched 
to the slough, and discharged their pieces full in the 
face of the enemy : The ships galled them from the 
flank: The artillery, planted on a height, infested 
them from the front : The English ar(£ers poured 
in a shower of arrows upon them : And the van- 
guard, descending from the hill, advanced leisurely, 
and in good order, towards them. Dismayed with 
all these circumstances, the Scottish van began to 
retreat: The retreat soon changed into a flight, 
which was begun by the Irish archers. The panic 
of the van communicated itself to the main body) 
and passing thence to the rear, rendered the whole 
field a scene of confusion, terror, flight, and con- 
sternation. The English army perceived from the 
heights the condition of the Scots, and began the 
pursuit with loud shouts and acclamations, which^ 
added stiU more to the dismay of the vanquished* 

« Patten. HoliD|r8hed, p. 98S. 
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The horse m particular, eager to revenge l^e at CHAP» 
front which they had received in the beginning of XXXIV* 
the day, did the most bloody execution on the fly- - - ~ '^ 
iilg enemy ; and from the field of battle to £din« ''^*'* 
burgh, for the space of five miles, the whole ground 
was strewed with deiad bodies. The priests above 
all, and the monks, received no quarter; and the 
English made sport of slaughtering men^ who, from 
their extreme zeal and animosity, had engaged in an 
enterprise so ill befitting their profession. Few vic- 
tories have been more decisive, or ganed with 
smaller loss to the conquerors. There fell not two 
himdred of the English ; and according to the most 
moderate computation, there perished above ten 
thousand of the Scots. About fifteen hundred were 
taken prisoners. This action was called the battle of 
Ptnkey, from a nobleman's seat of that name in the 
neighbourhood. 

The Queen-dowager and Arran fled to Stirling, 
and were scarcely able to collect isudi a body of 
forces as couM check the incursions of small parties 
of the English* About the same time the Earl of 
Lenox and Loid Wharton entered the west marcheSy 
at the head of .five thousand men, and after taking 
and plundering Annan, they spread devastation . 
ovier all the nei^bouring counties! ^ Had Somerset 
prosecuted his advantages, he might . have imposed 
what terms he pleased dn the Scottish nation : But 
he was impati^it to return to England, wh«*e he 
heard some codnsellors, and even his own brother, 
the admiral, were carrying on cabals iigainst his au- 
thority; Having taken the castles of Hume, Dun- 
glass, Eymouth^ Faatcastle, Roxborovqgh, and .some 
other small places, and having received the sub- 
mission of some counties on the boi^ders^ he r^ired 
from Scotland.^ The fledt, besides destroyirig aU 
the ship{»ng along the coa^, took firoughty in Uie 
Frith of Tay ; and having fortified it, they there 

^H^olingshedy p.992. 
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OHAP; left a fprnstm. Arraa desired leave to> sand com* 

XXSIV. mifisbofira ia order to treat of a peace ; aikl Somer* 

* ~'~ ' set^ having appoimed Berwic for the ^ce of ccaifer- 

^^"^7*^ eoce^ left Warwic with fiill powei^ to negotiate : But 

no commissb&ers from Scotland ever appeared. The 

^ overture of the Scots wasaa artifice t» gain^ thne tiU 

succours should ai^riveftom France. 
4th No. The Protector^ on hk arrival m Engbnd, suxa- 
moned'a partiament: And being somewhat dated 
with his success against the Scots^ he procured ftoia 
his nephew a patent appointiag him. to sit oa the 
tfaione, upoa a stool or bench, at the ri^t hand of 
the King, and to enjoy the sana^ honours and pd« 
vileges that had usually been possessed by any Prnce^ 
of the blood, or uncle of the Kings of England* 
In this patent the Eang empioyed his dispensoi^ 
power, by settk^ aade the statute of precedency 
Aparlia- enacted during the former reign «. But if Somerset 
ment. g^y^ o&nce by assuming too much state,, he de- 
serves great praose on account of the lows passed" 
this sessbn, by which the rigour of £armer statutes 
was much mitigated, soidsome security given to the 
freedouL of the constitution* All hws were re- 
pealed which extended the come of tiwason beyond 
the statute q£ die twenty-fifth of Edward III, ^ ; tSI 
tewa enacted during the late reign extending the 
crimen: of £riony ; all the former laws agamst LoU 
hudy or henssy, together with the scstute of the six 
articles* Npne were to be accusied for words^ but 
within a month after they were ^ken. % tiiese 
repeals several of the most rigorous laws that ever 
had parsed in En^laad^ were annuUed; and. some 
'dawn, both of dvii and reKgious^ Ubei«y^ began to 
appear to the people. Heresy, bowcfver^ was stiU» 
i capital crime by the common law, and wa» sub- 
jected to the penalty of bwning. 0&ty> diere re^ 
mained noi precise standard^ by which, tiiqic oime 



« 



» Rjmer, vol. xv. p. 164. . *» i Edw. VL c. 12. 
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coold be defined of detetmiiled : A circtHnstanoe cHAP. 
whkh might either be advsmtageous or hil^rtful t<y XXXIT- 
pabKe security, according to the cfisposifioR (tf the * "-' 
judges. '*^^ 

A REfBAsL also passed of that Idrw, the destruction' 
oJF all taws^ by which the King's proctamation was 
made of equ^l force with a statute K That other IkW^ 
likewise was mitigated, by which the King wa» empow- 
ered to annul eVary statute passed before the four^aAd- 
twentieth year of his age: He could prevent thdv 
future executioii ; but could not reeai alny past ef- 
fects which had ensued from themS 

It was also etaaeted. That alt who d^ed the 
King's supreitiacy» or asterted the Pope's^ should^ 
foe the first (^enee forfeit tbeir goods and e^^d^ 
and sailer imprisonmeint durmg pleasure} for dte 
se<tond c^enee should incur the penalty 6f a' pra* 
mumn ; ^d for the third be aftaintdd of treaaon. 
But tf any^ %fter th^ first <rf Mar<tb ebstung, en- 
deavoured, by ^i^rituig, prmtrnff, or any oveit act or 
deed) to dfeprive the Kdag c« his estate or titles, 
ps^ticularly of bis supretnacy, or to confer them da- 
any other, he was to be a4judged guiky of tifeason. 
If any <^ the ferdrs of the crown should usurp upoa 
anociter, or aideavour to break the order of sueced-- 
sion^ it was declared treason in them, their aideri^ 
and abeOior^ These were the most considerable 
acts passed during this session. The members \& 
gjeneral discJovered a very p*sive dispositionr with 
regard to' i^li^n: Some few appelo'ed zealous for 
the reformation : Others secretly harb6ured a strong 
propensity to the catholic fiuth : But the greater part 
appefired wil&ig td takie? any impvessioil which diey 
should roc^v^e IrOnb iafeei*est,. authority, or f he neiji^ 
tng ftifiluan ^ , . .; 

Thh^ eQHvdcatioB mef at' the same wfee [with the 
parliament ; and as it was found that their debates 

i 1 Edw. Vl. c. *• ^ Ibid. . ^HeyMn^p. 4«- 
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were at first cramped by the rigorous statute of the 
six articles, the King granted them a dispensation 
from that lawi before it was repealed by parliament ". 
The lower house of convocation applied to have 
liberty of sitting with the commons in parliament j 
or if this privilege were refused them, which they 
claimed as thdr ancient right, they desired that iio 
law regarding religion might pass in parliament 
without their consent and approbation. But the 
jMinciples which now prevailed were more favourable 
to the civil than to the ecclesiastical power, and this 
demand of the convocaticm was rejected. 

The Protector had assaated to the repeal of that 
Ikw which gave to the King's proclamaiions the autho-^ 
rity of statutes ; but he did not intend to renounce that 
ai^trary or discretionary exercise of power, in issuing 
proclamations, which had ever been asisumed by the 
crown, and which it is difficult to distihgiiish exactly 
from a full legislative power. He even continued to 
exert his authority in some particulars, which were 
then regarded as the most momentous. Oders were 
issued by council, that candles should no longer be 
carried about on Candlemas-day, ashes on Asb^wed-* 
nesday, palms on Palm-sunday\ These were an- 
cient religious practices, now termed superstidons ; 
diough it is fortunate for mankind when superstition 
happens to take a direction so innocent and incJffensive. 
The severe dispk]fsition^ which naturally attends all re- 
£>rmers, prompted likewise the council to aboli^ 
some gay and showy ceremcHiies which belonged to 
the ancient religion ^ 

An order was also issued by council for the re- 
moval of all imagi^ from the churches : An inno- 
vation which :was much desired by the reformers^ 
and which alone, with regard to the populace^ 
amoumed almost to a total change of the established 

™ Anttq. Britan. p«339. * Burnet* toI. ii. P'^9» Colliery 

vol.ii. p.34X. He7itD,p.55. . ,• Burnet, tot ii. 
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religkm ^ An attempt had been made to separate the C M A P. 
use of images from their abuse, the reverence from XXXIV. 
the worship of them ; but the execiition of this desim '~ "^^ 
was found,^ upon trials very difficult, if not whoSy **^ ' 
impracticable. 

As private masses were abolished by law,, it be* 
came necessary to compose a new communion ser* 
vice ; and the coimcil went so far, in the preface 
which they prefixed to thi^ work, as to leave th^ 
practice of auricular confessbn wholly indifferent^/ 
This was a prelude to the entire abofition of that 
invention, one of the most powerful engines that 
ever was contrived for degrading the laity, and giv- 
mg their spiritual guides an entire ascendant over 
them^ And it* may justly be said, that though the 
priest's absolution, which attends cqnfessdon, serves 
somewhat to ease weak minds from the immedkte 
agonies of superstitious terror, it operates only* by 
mfordng supeKtition itself, and thereby preparing 
the mind for a more violent relapse into the same 
disorders. .. 

The people were at that time extremeiv dfatract*- 
ed by the opposite opinions of their preacners ; and 
as they were totally unable to judge of the reasons 
advanced on dther side, and naturally regarded 
every thing which they heard at church as of equal 
authority, a great confusion and fluctuation resulted 
from tms uncertainty. The council had first en- 
deavoured to remedy the inconvenience,^ by laying' 
some restraints on preaching; but finding this ex- 
pedient ineffectual, they imposed a total silence on 
the preachers, and thereby put an end; at once to 
all the polemics of the pulpit ^ ]^ the nature of 
jthings this restraint could onl^ be temporary. For 
in proportion as the ceremomes of public worships 
its shows and exterior observances, were retrenched 
by the reformers, the people were inclined to coni* 

P Barnety vol. ii. p.6o. Collier^ vol. il p. 241. Heylin, 2' 5 5*^ 
^ Burnet, vol. ti. ' Fuller, Heylin, Burnet. 
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CHAP, tract a Bi^onger attacbmeat to sermons, whence 

XKXIV. alone Amj roceiFed any occupajion or aauisemeat. 

^"^-^ The aadent: relig^, by giving its votaries flometUng 

^^^' to do, freed jhem from the trouMe of thinking: 

Sermons were delivered only in the principal churcfacfi, 

and at «ome particular fasts and festivals: And the 

practice of haranguing the popubce, which, if abused^ 

is so powerful an incitement to £etetioa aiul sedition, 

had fiuicb less scope and influence during those ages. 

Affairs of ThcT greater progress was made towards a refbr^ 

Scotland, mation in England, the fardier did the Protector 

find himsdf from dl prospect of completing the 

union with Scotland; and the Quesn-dowager, as 

well as the clergy, became the more averse to afl 

alliance with a nation which had so frir departed from 

all anciait principles. Somerset, having taken die 

town of Haddington, had ordered k to be strondy 

garrisoned and fortified by Lord Grey: He also 

frect^d some fortifications at Lawder : And he 

hoped that these two places, together with Broughty, 

and some smaller fortresses which were in the hands 

of the EQglish, would serve as a curb on Scotland, 

and would give him access into the heart qf the 

country. 

Arban, being disappointed in some attempts on 
Broughty, reUed chiefly on the succours expected 
from France for the recovery of these places ; and 
they arrived at last in the Frith, Co the nundber of six 
thousand qien ; half of them Germans. They ware 
commandi^ by Dessd, and under him by Andelot, 
Strozzi, Meilleraye, and Count Rhingrave. The 8cot^ 
were at thar time so sunk by their misfortunes, that 
five hundred English horse were able to ravage the 
whole, countiry withoqt resistance, and make inroads 
to the gates of the capital * : But on the appearance 
of ti» French succours, they collected more cou- 
rage ; and having joined Pesse with a consider- 

» Beague, K[jft, of the Campngnea 1548 an4 1549, p.<^. 
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aUe imforcosienty they kid siege to Haddii^ton'. CHA?. 
This was aa undertaking for ^ich they were byXKXIV. 
theoaiselves totally unfit; and, even with the assist- - ^_— ^ 
^»ce of the French, they placed their chief hopes *** 
of sutcess injstarving the garrison. After some vain 
attempts to take the place by a regular siege, the 
blockade was formed, and the garrison was repulsed 
^mlik loss in several sallies which they made upon the 



Tids hostile attempts which die late King aiHi 
the Protector had made against Scotland not being 
steady, regular, nor pushed to the last eactremity, 
liad served only to irritate the nation, and to. in- 
qpire them with the strongest aversion to that imioQ^ 
whicfa was courted in so violmt a manner* £v^ 
dx)se who w&e inclined to the English alliance^ 
were displeased to have it imposed on them by 
iotee of arms ; and the Earl of Huntley in parti- 
cular said pleasantly^ that he disliked hot the nuitch^ 
but he hated the manner of wocrnig \ The Queedi- 
dowagtr, jbiding these sentiments, to prevail, called 
a paruament in an abbey near Haddingtonj and it 
was there proposed, that the young Quoen, for her 
greater security, should be sent to France, and be 
conunitted to the custody of that anci^iit ally. 
Some objected that this measure was desperately al- 
lowed no resource in case of miscarriage, expdsed 
iibe Scots to be subjected by for^ners, invblv^ 
ibem in perpetual war with England^ ahd left tiian 
no expe(Uent by which they could condliatb the 
friendflbip of thaf powerful nadoou It wtis aosw&v 
ed, on the other hand, that the Queen's presence 
was the very cause of war with England.; that that 
nadon would desist when they found that their 
views of forcing a marriage had betotne altc^ethelr 
impi^cticable ; and that Henry, being engaged b)^ 
so high a mark of confidence, would take, their 
sovereign under his protection, and use his utmost 
«HoUngdied,p.993. « HeyUn, p* 46. WttWif; 
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CHAP, eflforts to defend the kingdom. These afgumeiM 
XXXIV. were aided by French gold, which was plentifully 
'j^2 distributed among the nobles. The governor had a 
* pension conferred on him of twelve moul^and Imes 
a year, received the title of Duke of Chatetrault^ 
and obtained for his son the command of a hun- 
dred men at arms "*. And as the clergy dreaded the 
consequence of the English alliance, they seconded 
this measure with all the zeal and industry which 
Young either principle or interest could inspire. It was 
Queen of accordingly determined to send the Queen to France; 
into * " ^^ wil^^^ '^^s understood to be the necessary con- 
Fnmee. sequence, to marry her to the Dauphin. Viliegaig'*- 
non, commander of four French gallies lying in the 
Frith of Forth, set sail as if he intended to return 
home ; but when he reached the open sea he turn- 
ed northwards, passed by the Orkneys, and came 
in on the west coast at Dunbartcm : An extraordi- 
nary voyage for ships of that £sibric *. The young 
Queen was there committed to him ; and being at* 
tended by the Lords Areskine and Livii^tone, 
she put to sea, and after meeting with some tempestu-^ 
ous weather, arrived safely at Brest, whence she v^ 
conducted to Paris, and soon after she was betrothed 
to the Dauphin. 

Somerset, pressed by many difficulties at hcxne, 
and despairing of success in his enterprise agamsC 
Scotland, was desirous of composing the differences 
with that kingdom, and he offered the Scots a ten 
years' truce ; but as they inasted on his restoring 
all the places which he had taken, the propel 
came to nothing. The Scots recovered the for- 
tresses of Hume and Fastcastle by surprise, and put 
the garrisons to the sword: They repulsed with 
loss the English, who, und^ the command of Lord 
Seymour, made a descent, first in Fife, then at Mon- 
trose: In the former action James Stuart, natural 

* Burnety vol. ii. p. 83* Buchanan, lib. xv. Keith, p. 55. 
ThuaauB, lib. t, c. 15* » Tkuamw, lib. ▼, c. 15. 

brother 
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l^other to the Queen, acquired honour; in the latter CHAP. 
Areskine, of Dun. An attempt was made by Sir XXXIV. 
Rd[)ert Bowes, and Sir Thomas Palmer, at the head ' ^^' -^ 
of a considerable body, to throw relkf into Had* *^* 
dmgton i but these troops falling into an ambuscade, 
were almost wholly- cut in pieces K And though a 
small body of two hundred men escaped all the 
vigilance of the French, and arrived safely in Had- 
dington, with some ammunition and provisions, the 
gairrison was reduced to such difficulties, that the 
Protector foimd it necessary to provide more ef- 
fectually for their relief. He raised an army of ^ 
eighteen thousand men, and adding three thousand 
Germans, who on the dissolution of the protestant 
alliance had oflFered their service to England, he gave 
the command of the whole to the Earl of Shrews- 
bury ^. Desse raised the blockade on the approach 
of ike English ; and with great difficulty made good 
his retreat to Edinburgh, where he posted himself 
advantageously. Shrewsbury, who had lost the 
opportunity oi attacking him on his march, durst 
not give him battle in his present situation; and 
contenting himself with the advantage already ^ain* 
ed, of supplying Haddington, he retired into Eng* 
land. 

Though the protection of France was of great 
consequence to the Scots in supporting them agsonst 
the invasions of England, they reaped sdll more 
benefit from the distractions and divi^ons which 
had crept into the couikuIs of this latter kingdom. 
Even the two brothers, the Protector and Admiral, Cabals of 
not content with the high stations which they severally ^rd 
enjoyed, and tlie Rreat eminence to which they had Seymour, 
arisen, had aoisertamed the most violent jealousy of 
each other ; and they divided the whole court and 
kingdom by. their opposite cabals and pretensions* 
Lord Seymour was a man of insatiable aihbition; 
arrogant, assuming, implacable; and though es« 

y Stowe, p. 595. Holingshed, p. 994* ^ Hayward, p. 291. 

teemed 

Digitized by VjOO^IC 



314 - HISTOHY OT EMOLAND. 

C H AP. tttmed of si^serior capacity to the EVotsctor, he pos- 

XKX IV. fiessed not to the saoie de^ee the confideDce and 

^'~^Z xeg^fd of the people. By ms &ittery asd address he 

'^^ ' Iu2[ so insinuated faknself into the good graces t^i the 

Queenrdowager, that, fgrgettin^ het usnal prndence 

and decency, she married him immediatriy upon the 

demise of the late King: Insomuch that had she 

flooQ proved pregnant, it might have been doabtfiii 

to which hni^aad the child belonged. The crcKfit 

ad riches of this alliance 8ujq;xMed ti^ anriiitiDn 

of the admiral ; but gave umbrage to the Dutchess 

** of Somerset, who, uneasy that the younger bradier's 

wife should have the precedency, emp^yed all her 

credit with her husband, *wfaich was too great, first 

to create, then to widen, the breach b^een the 

two brothers ^ 

The first symptoms of diis misundentanding ap- 
pealed when the Protector oommanded the army fat 
Scotland. Secretary I^iget, a man devoted to Si>- 
merset, remarked, that Seymour was £amiing sepa- 
rate intrigues among the counsellors; was GOrrupt«> 
iag, by presents, the King's servants ; and even en^ 
deavouring, by improper indu^endes and liberalities, 
to captivate tne afiections of the young monarch. 
Paget represented to him the danger of tms conduct; 
dewed him to reflect on the numerous enemies, 
whom the sudden elevaticfti of their family had 
created; and warned him, that any dissension be- 
^een Mm and the Protector would be greedily laid 
hold of to effect the rum of bothi Finding his 
remonstrances neglected, he conveyed intelUgimce of 
the danger to Sraieiset, and engaged him to lenvse 
the enterprise upon Scotland unfinished, in order to 
guard against the attempts of his domestic enemies* 
In the ensuing parliament the admiral's projects ap 
peared still more dangerous to public tranquilfity ; 
and as he had acquired many pardzans, he made a 

• Hayward» p. 301. Heylin, p. 72. CamdcD. Tbuahus, 
lib, vL c. $• Hajrnat, p, 69. 
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direct attack i^>oa his brother's authonty. He rcfare- c H A P. 
sented la his friends, that fonnerly, daring a mino- XXXIV. 
ikyy the o&ce of Pxxjtcctor of the Jdn^dom had ^'"■v*p^ 
hten kept separate irom that <if governor of die '^^ 
King's paraoa ; and that the present timon of these 
tmo important tnsstB conferred on Somerset an aa- 
tfaoifity which could not .^afiely be kxlged in any sah- 
jeaK The young King vras even previded on to 
mte a kiter to die porlianient, desiriAg fifaat Sey^ 
fliour miglit be appointed his goFvieiiiDr ; and that 
nobleman had formed a party in the tvo houses, by 
whkh he hoped to effect his purpose. The design ' 

uras discovered before its execution ; and some com- 
mon friends were sent to remonstrale with Inm-; 
but had sM) Ettle influence, that he threw out many 
menacmg expressions, and rashly threatened, that 
if he were thwarted in his attempt, he would make 
tlus parliament the blackest that ever sat in Eng- 
land ^ The council sent for him to answer £or Ms 
conduct ; but he refused to attend : They then be- 
gan to threaten in their turn, and informed him that 
die King's letter, instead of availing him any thing 
to the execution of hi$ views, would be imputed to 
him aS' a criminal enterprise, and be constiiied as a 
design to disturb the government, by forming a sepa- 
rate interest with a child and minor. They eren let 
&11 some menaces of sending him to the Tower &r 
his temerity ; and the admiral, finding himself pre- 
.vented in h^ design, was obliged to submit, and to 
desire a reconciUatbn with his brother. 

The mild and moderate temper of Somerset made 
him willmg to forget these enterprises of the admi- 
ral ; but the ambidon of that turbulmt spirit could 
not be so easily appeased. His spouse, the Queen- 
dowager, died in child»bed ; but so far iirom regards 
mg this event as a check to his aspiring views, he 
founded on it the scheme of a more extvaordinary de- 
vatibn. He made his addresses to the Lady Elizabeth, 

^ Hfiyqesy p. 82. 90. . ^Ibid- P'75* 

then 
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CHAP, tlmi m the ^zteeath ye^r of ha* age; and thait 
XXXIV. Princess, >;^oca even the hurry of business and the 
*^- ~' g - pursuits of ambition could not, in her more advanced 
*^* * years, disengage entirely from the tender passbns, 
seems to have listened to the insinuatbns of a man 
who possessed every talent proper to captivate the 
a£Fecdons^ of the fair*'. But as Henry VHI. had ex- 
cluded his daughters from all hopes of ^uccessbn, 
if they married without the consent of his executors, 
which Seymour could never hope to obtain; it was 
concluded that he meant to effect his purpose by ec- 
pedients still more rash and more criminal. All the 
other measures of die admiral tended to confirm 
this suspicion. He continued to attack, by preseniB, 
the fidelity of those who had more immei&ite access 
to the King's person : He endeavoured to seduce the 
young Prince into his interests : He found means of 
holding a private correspondence with hxm : He 
openly decried his brother's administration f and 
asserted, that by enlisting Germans and :other fo*- 
reieners, he intended to form a mercenary army^ 
which might' endanger the King'^s authority, and the 
liberty of the people : By promises and persuasion 
he brought over to his party many of the principal 
nobility ; and had extended his interest all over 
England : He neglected not even the most popular 
persons of inferior rank ; and had computed that he 
could, on occasion, muster an army of 10,000 men, 
composed of his servants, tenants, and retainers ^ ; 
he had already provided arms for their use: And 
having engaged in his interests Sir John Sharington, 
a corrupt man, master of the mint at Bristol^ he 
flattered himself that money would not be wanting. 
Somerset. was well apprised of all these alarm- 
inj^ circumstances, and endeavoured, by the most 
friendly expedients, by intreaty, reason^ and even 
by heaping new favours upon the admiral, to make 
hun desist from his dangerous counsels; but find- 

^ HvfntB, p. 95k 9<. ie& ' Ibid. p. lof} 10$. 
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ing all endeavours ineffectual, he began to think of CHAP, 
more sevare remedies* The Earl of Warwic was an XXXIV. 
ill instrument between the brothers ; and had formed ~ ^' ^ 
the design, by inflaming the quarrel, to raise Ws own *^^ * 
fortune on the ruinis of -both. 

. Dudley Earl of Warwic was the son of that Dud- Dudley 
Jey minister to Henry VIL who having by rapine, ^^^f 
extortion, and perversion of law, incurred the ha- ^'^^^ 
tred of die public, had been sacrificed to popular 
animosity in the beginning of the subsequent reign. 
The late King, sensible of the iniquity, at least ille- 

gility of the sentence, had afterwards restored young 
udley's blood by act of parliament; and finding 
him endowed with abilities, industry, and activity, 
he had entrusted him with many important com- 
mands, and had ever found him successful in his 
undertakings. He raised him to the dignity of Vis- 
count Lisle, conferred on him the ofHce of admiral, 
and gave him by his will a place among his execu« 
tCHTS. Dudley made still &rther progress during the 
minority; and -having obtained the title of Earl of 
Warwic, and undermined the credit of Southamp- 
ton, he bore the chief rank among the Protectcnr's 
counsellors. The victory gained at I^nkey was 
much ascribed to his courage md conduct ; and he 
was universally regarded as a man equally endowed 
with the talents of peace and of war. . But all these 
virtues were obscured by still greater vices j an ex- 
orbitant ambition, an insatiable avarice, a neglect of 
decency, a contempt of justice : And as he found that 
Lord SOTmouT, whose abilities and enterprising spirit 
he chiefly dreaded, was involving himself in ruin by 
his rash counsels, he was determined to push him on 
the precipice, and thereby remove the chief obstacle to 
his own projected greatness. 

When $omerset found that the public peace was 
e&dangered by his brother's seditious, not to say re* 
bellious schemes, he was the more easily persuaded 
by Warwic to employ the extent of royal authority 

* against 
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CHAP. agaiMt bkn ; and, after depriring him d die office 
XXXIV. cff admiral, he signed a waorant far comndtdAg him 
' "^^'^-^ to the Tower. Some of his accoTnptices were also 
^^^ ' taken kto custody ; and three privy-counsellors be- 
ing sent to examine them^ madie a report that they 
had met with very fatt and important discoveries. 
Yet stiir the Protector sm^ended the bloi«r, and 
showed a reluctaoice to ruin his brotftie:r. He c^ered 
to desist from^ the prosecution, if Seymour would 
proitrise him a cordial reconciliation ; and, renouncing 
all ambitions hopes, be contented wkh a pritute 
Ikb, and retire into the comntryr But as SeynMor 
made no other answer to diese friendly offers tkm 
menaces smd defiances^ he ordered a c^h^^e to be 
drawn up against him, consisting of thirty-tftree 
ar deles ^ ; and the whole to be laid b^ife' Ae priory 
council. It is pretended, that every pamcular wa^ 
8^ mcontestably proved, botii by wimi^sses and \m 
own hand writing, thitt there t)»as no room fer dcftibt y 
yet (fikl the council think proper to go In a body to 
the Tower in order more fully tb examine the pA^ 
so9P»er. He was not daunted by the appeai^ance : Vtt 
Boldly demanded a Mr trial ; requked W be am-^ 
fronted' with the witnesses ; <^red that the charge 
maght be left with him, in onter to he consid^^ed ; 2»A 
t^tisei to answer any imerrogatories by which he 
^;ght accui^ himsdf. 

It is apparent that, notwithseaiding^ whar k pi^- 
tend^, there must have been soiiie deftcienf^ itt 
dte evidence against Seymou;r, when sudh detnan^dfi^ 
founded' on the plainest principle® of law afid equi^ 
t^, t^eie absolutely rejected. We shall kidted con- 
thidfei if i^ cas-eftdly examine the charge, thm 
nhfanyof the articli^ ttrere general, and d^^itttety ca^ 
pableof any proof; many oftbe«, tf fWe, susteptf- 
Bte of a more favo«un*>le ittt^rpretswtew j aad that 
though dn-the whole Seymour appettrS^to' have beett 
a dMi^erou^ sid^ject; he had nnot ad'^mii^ fer in 

^ Burnety vol. ii. Col. 31. 2 5c 3 £dw, VI. c. x&. 
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tfadie trMSonpiMe projects' impoted to him. The chief CHAP, 
porft of hk actual guih seems to ha^e consisted m,some XXXIV. 
umt^rrantable practices in the admiralty^ by T^ch ^— v*^ 
pirates were protected, and illegal inxposition» laid upon '^' 
the merchants* 

But the administratioxi had at that time an easy 
instriunent of vengeance, to wit, the parliament ^ 
and needed not to give themselves any concern with 
xegard either to the gmit of the persons whom they 
]xt)6ecuced, or tlie evidence winch could be pro- 
duced again$t them. A session of pariiameftt being Aparlia- 
held, it was resolved to proceed against Seymour by ment. 
b^ of attainder ; and the young King being tn*^ 4^ ^^^' 
dUcedv after much solicitatioii, to give his consent 
to it^ a considerable weight was put on his approba^ 
tion. The matter was first laid before the uppw 
house ; and several peers, rising up in their places, 
gave an account of what they knew concerning Lor4 
Seymour's condtict, and bis. criminal words or ac*^ 
tions. These narradves^ were received as undoubt- 1549. 
edf ev]d€ffiK:e ^ and though the prisoner had formerly ^^^P' 
engaged many fViends smd partisans among the nobi- ^^^ 
lity, ncy one had: either the conrage or equity to Seymour, 
n^ove thar he might be heard in his defence, that the 
testimcmy against him should be deUvered in a legal 
manner, and tlmt he should be confronted widi the 
witnessesw A little more scm^ was made in the 
house of commons : There wem even some members 
who objected against the whole method of proceed^ 
ing by bill of attainder passed in absence; and in* 
sieled diat a formal trial should be riven to every 
msm before his condemnation^ But'iraen a* message 22d Mar. 
was sent by the King, enjoining the house to ppo^ 
ceed,c and oSenng that the same narratives ^oukt 
be kud hefofe them which had satisfied the peers^ 
they were easily pvevaSed on to aixjuiesce \ The bill^ 
passed in a mil house.^ Near four hundt^ voted^ 
for it ; not above nine or ten against ir^. The^eii- 

tence 
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CHAP, tence was soon ^ter executed, aiid the prisoner wafi 
XXXIV/ beheaded on Tower-hill. The warrant was sign^ 
'- ^ ^ by Somerset, who was exposed to much blame on 
His^ine- sicco^Mit of the violence of these proceedings. The 
cutioD. attempts of the admiral seem chiefly to have been 
levelled against his brother's usurped authority; 
and though his ambitious enterprising character, en-> 
couraged by a marriage with the Lady Elizabeth, 
might have endangered the public tranquillity, the 
prudence of foreseeing evils at such a distance was 
deemed too great, and the remedy was plainly ille- 
gal. It could only be said that this bill of attainder 
was somewhat more tolerable than the preceding 
ones, to which the nation had been inured; for 
here, at least, some shadow of evidence was pro* 

Ecdenas- All the considerable business transacted this ses- 
deal af- sion, besides the attainder of Lord Seymour, regarded 
*■***• ecclesiastical affairs ; which were now the chief ob- 
ject of attention throughout the nation. A commit- 
tee of bishops and divines had been appointed by 
the council to compose a liturgy ; and they had exe- 
cuted the work committed to them; They pro- 
ceeded with moderation in this delicate undertaking : 
They retained as much of the ancient mass as the 
principles of the reformers would permit : They in- 
dulged nothing to the spirit of contradiction, which 
so naturally takes place in all great innovations: 
And they flattered themselves that they had esta- 
blished a service in which every denoniination of 
Christians might without scrUple concur. The mass 
had always been celebrated in Latui; a practice 
which might have been deemed absurd, had it not 
been found* usrful to the clergy, by impressing the 
ptople with an idea of some mysterious unknown 
virtue in those rites, and by checking all their pre- 
tensbns to be fistmiliarly acquainted with their refi- 
gioii^ But as the reformers pretoided in some few 
psu-ticulars to encourage private judgment in the 
laity^ the translation of the liturgy, as well as of 

the 
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ijbe Scriptures, intO' the vulgar ton^e, seemed CHAP, 
more conformable to the genius of their sect; and XXXIV* 
this innovation, with the retrenching of prayers ^^Tow*^ 
to saints, and of some superstitious ceremonies, 
was the chief difference between the old mass and 
the new liturgy. The parliammt established tins 
iorm of worsmp in all the churches, and ordained 
a uniformity to be observed in all the rites and cere- 



momes \ 



Th£B£ was another material act which passed 
this session. The former canons had established 
the celibacy of the clergy ; and though this prac- 
tice is usually ascribed to the policy of the court 
of Rome, who thought that the ecclesiastics would 
be more devoted to their s{uritual head, and less 
dependent on the civil magistrate, when firmed from 
the powerful tie of wives and children; yet wa^ 
this institution much forwarded by the principles 
of superstition inherent in human nature. These 
principles had rendered the panegyrics on an in- 
violate chastity so frequent among the ancient fathers, 
long before the establishment of celibacy. And 
even this parliament, though they enacted a law per« 
mitting the marriage of priests, yet confess in the 
preamble, ^^ That it were better lor priests and the 
<< ministers of the church to live chaste and without 
^' marriage, and it were much to be wished they 
" would of themselves abstain." The inccmveniences 
which had arisen from the compelling of chastity 
and the prohibiting of marriage, are the reasons assign- 
ed for indulging a liberty in diis particular K 'Hie 
ideas of penance also were so much retained in other 
particulars, that an act of parliament passed, fort»d* 
ding the use of flesh-meat during Lent and other times 
of abstinence ""• 

* 2 & 3 Edw. VI. c. I. *.2 & 3 Eflw. VI. cap. ai. 

* a A 3 Edw. VI. cap, 19. See note CQ J> at the end of the 
volume. ^ 
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CHA'P. The prmcipal tenets and ptactices of the cathc^c 
XXXIV. religion were now abolished, and the reformation, 
^ " " such as it is enjoyed at present, was almost entirely 
^^^' completed in £ngland. But the doctrine of the 
real presence, though tacitly condemned by the new 
communion-service, and by the abolition of many 
ancient rites, still retained some hold on the minds 
of men ; and it was the last doctrine of popery that 
was wholly abandoned by the people". The great 
attachment of the late King to that tenet might in 
part be the ground of this obstinacy ; but the chief 
cause was really the extreme absurdity of the prin- 
ciple itself, and the profound vaieration which of 
course it impressed on the imagination. The priests 
likewise were much inclined to favour an opinion 
which attributed to them so miraculous a power ; 
•and the people, who believed that they partid- 
, pated of the very body and blood of their Saviour, 
were loth to renounce so extraordinary, and as they 
imagined, so salutary a privilege. The general at* 
tachment to this dogma was so violent, that the 
Lutherans, notwithstanding their separation from 
Rome, had thought proper, under another name, 
still to retain it: And the catholic preachers in 
England, when restraiifed in all other particulars, 
OHild not forbear on every occasion inculcating that 
tenet. Bonner, for this offence among others, had 
been tried by the council, had been deprived of 
his see, and had been committed to custody. Gar- 
diner also, who had recovered his liberty, appeared 
anew refractory to the authority which establi^ed 
the late innovations; and he seemed willing to 
countenance that opmion, much &voured by all 
the English catholics, that the King was indeed sa« 
preme head of the church, but not the council dur- 
ing a minority. Having declined to give full satis* 
faction on this head, he was sent to the Tower, and 

^ Surnet, tqL ii, p. 104, 

threatened 
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dirattened mth iieurther effects of the coundl's dis» CRAP, 
pleasure. XXXIV* 

. These severities^ being exercised on men pos^ icio.^ 
sessed of office and authority, seemed in that age 
a necessary policy, in order to enforce a uniformity 
in public ^vorship and discipline: But there were 
other instances. of persecution, derived from no ori- 
gin but the bigotry of theologians; a malady which 
seems almost incurable. Though the protestant 
divines had ventured to renounce opinions deemed 
certain during many ages, they regarded in thdur 
turn, the new system as so certain that they would 
suffer no contradiction with regard to it; and thev 
were ready to bum in the same flames, from which 
they themselves had so narrowly escaped, every 
one that had the assurance to differ from them. A 
commission by act of council was granted to the 
primate ^md some others, to examine^ and search 
after all anabaptists, heretics, or contemnors of the 
bode of common prayer ^ The commissioners were 
enjoined to reclaim t|iem if possible ; to impose pe- 
nance on them; and to give them absolution: Or 
if these criminals were obstinate, to excommunicate 
and imprison them, and to deliver them over to the 
secular arm : And in the execution of this charge^ 
they were not bound to observe the ordinary me- 
thods of trial; the forms of law were dispensed 
with ; and if any statutes happened to interfere with 
the powers in the commission, they were over- 
ruled and abrogated by the council. Some trades- 
men in London were brought before these commiis* 
doners, and were accused of maintaining, among 
other opinions, that a man regenerate could not 
ein, and that, though the outward man might ofEend, 
the inward was incapable of all guilt. They were 
prevailed on to abjure, and were dismissed. But 
there was a woman accused of heretical pravity, 

9 Bttmet, yoI. ix. p. 3. Rymer, torn. xv.. p. t8i. 

X 2 called 
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C H AP. called Joaa Bocher^ or Joan of Kent, who was sd jier^ 
XXXIV. dnadous, that the commissioners could make no im^ 
^"'"■-^ pression upon hdr. Her doctrine was, *' That Christ 
*549- <( ^jj^^ j^Q^ ^y^jy incarnate of the Virgin, whose fleshy 
<< bemg thq outward man, was sinfiiUy begotten, and 
^ bom in sin ; and consequently, he could take none 
f * of it : But tibe Word, by the consent of the inward 
^* man of the Virgin, was made flesh ^** This opi- 
nion, it would seem, is not orthodox ; and there was 
a necessity for delivering the womap to the flames 
for maintaining it. But the young King, though in 
^uch tender years, had more sense than all his coun^^ 
sellors and preceptors ; and he long refused to agn 
thq warrant for her execution* Cranmer was em* 
ployed to persuade him to compliance ; and he said 
that .there was a great difference between errors in 
other points of mvinity and those. which were in 
direct contradicdon to the Aposdes creed: These 
latter were impiedes against God, which the Prince, 
beii\g God's deputy, ought to repress; in like man- 
ner, as inferior magistrates were bound to punish 
offences against the Kingfs person. Edward, over- 
come by importunity, at last submitted, though 
with tears in his eyes ; and he told Cranmer, that 
if any wrong were done, the guilt should lie en-, 
tirely on his head. The Primate, after making a 
9ew effort to reclaim the woman from her errors,, 
and finding her obstinate against all his arguments,- 
' at last committed her to the flames. Some time 
after, a Dutchman caHed Van Paris, accused of the 
heresy which has recmed die name of Arianimi, 
was condemned to the same punishment. He suf« 
fered with so much satis&cdon that .he hugged^ 
and caressed the faggots that were consuming him ; 
a species of frenzy, of which there is more than one 
Instance among the martyrs of that age \ 

9 Burnet, vol, iL coll. 5;. Strype*8 Mem* Crannu p. iSi,. 
^ Burnett yoL iL p. 1 12. Stqrpe's Menu Craam* p. iSi. 
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These rigorous methods of proceeding soon CHAP, 
brought the whole nation to a conformity, seeming XX XIV. 
or r«J, with the new doctrine and the new liturgy, ^"Tcio"' 
The Lady Mary alone continued to adhere to the ^^* 
mass, and refused' to admit the established modes 
of worship. When pressed and menaced on this 
head, she applied to the Emperor ; who using his 
interest with Sir Philip Hobby, the English ambas- 
sador, procured her a temporary connivance from the 
Council'. 

' Hcylin, p. 102. 
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CHAP- XXXV, 

Discontents of the People. — Insurrections. -^CondUei 
of the War wtb Scotland. — With France. — Factions 
in the Council.''^ Conspiracy against Somerset. — So* 
tnerset resigns the Protectorship.^-^A Parliaments-^ 
Peace with France and Scotland.^^ Boulogne sur* 
rendered.'^Persecutionof Gardiner. ^-^Warwic create 
ed Duke of Northumberland. ^-^His Ambition. — ^ Trial 
of Somerset.-^ His Execution.^^A Parliament.-^A 
New Parliament.-^Succession changed^ — The Kin^^ 
Sickness-^and Deaths 

CHAP. npHERE 18 no abuse so ^eat in civil society, as 
XXXV. Jl^ jjQ^ jQ ^ attended with a variety of bene-? 
ficial consequences \ and in the begmnin?s of re^ 
JFormation, the loss of these advantages is always 
felt very sensibly, while the benefit resulting from 
the change is the slow effect of time, and is seldom 
perceived by the bulk of a natioiu Scarce any insti-. 
tution can be imagined less £sivourabIe in the main 
to the interests of mankind than that of monks an4 
friars; yet was it followed by many good e&cts, 
which having ceased by the suppression of monaste* 
ries, were much regretted by the people of England- 
The monks always residing in their convents m the 
centre of their estates, spent their money in the pro* 
yinces, and among their tenants, afforded ^ ready 
market for commodities, were a sure resource to the 
poor and indigent ; and though their hospitality and 
charity gave but too much encouragement to idlest 
fiess, and preyent^ the ^xcrea$ie or public riches. 
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yet did it provide to many a relief from the ex- CHAP, 
treme pressures of want and necessity. * It is also XfXXV. 
observable^ that as the friars were limited by the "^"^^.'^ 
rules of their institution to a certain mo^e of living, *^^^* 
they had not equal motives for extortion with other 
men ; and they were acknowledged to have been in 
England, as they still are in Roman catholic coun- 
tries, the best and most indulgent landlords. The 
abbots and priors were permitted to give leases at 
an under^vsdue, and to receive in return a large 
presait from the tenant ; in the same manner as is 
still practised by the bishops and colleges. But 
when the abbey-lands were distributed among the 
principal nobility and courtiers, they fell under a 
different management : The vents of farms were 
raised, while the tenants fdUnd not the same facility 
in disposing of the produce; the money was often 
^pent in the capital; and the farmers, living at a 
distance, were exposed to oppression from their 
new masters, or to the still greater nipadty of the 
stewards. 

These grievances of the common people were at 
that time heightened by other causes. The arts of 
manufacture were much more advanced in other Eu« 
ropesm countries than in England; and even in 
England these arts had made greater progress than 
the knowledge of agriculture ; a profession which 
of all mechanical employments requires the most 
reflection and experience. A great demand arose 
for wool both abroad and at home : Pasturage was 
found more profitable than unskilful tillage : Whole 
estates were laid waste by inclosures : The tenants, 
regarded as a useless burden, were expelled their 
hs&tations: Even the cottagers, deprived of the 
commons on which they fonnerly fed thar cattle, 
ware reduced to misery : And a decay of people, as 
well as a diminution of the former plenty, was re* 
marjj^ed in the kingdom*. This grievaiu^e was 

* Strype, toI. ii. Repository Q« 

T 4 WW 
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CHAP, now of an old date ; and Sir Thomas More, adltidmg 
;XXXV. to it, obfiefves in his Utopia, that a sheep liad become 
^ ^''"' -^ in England a more ravenous animal than a lion 
^^^ or wol^ and devoured whole villages, cities, and pro- 
vinces. 

The general increase also of gold and silver in 
Europe, after the discovery of the West Indies, had 
a tendoicy to inflame these complaints. The grow*' 
ing demand in the more commercial countries, had 
ha^htened every where the . price of commodities, 
which could eaoly be transported thither; but in 
England, the labour of men, vrfio could not so ea* 
siiy change their habitation, still remained nearly 
at the ancient rates ; and the poor complained that 
they could no longer gain a subsistence by their in- 
dustry. It was by an addition alone of toil and 
application they were enabled to procure a main« 
tenance; and though this increase of industry was 
* at last the effect of the present situation, and an 

effect beneficial to society, yet was it difficult fof 
the people to shake off their former habits of indo% 
lence ; and nothmg but necessity could ccmipel them 
to such an exertion of thdr fiaiculties* 

It must also be remarked, that the profusion of 
Hear^'VIII. had reduced him, notwithstandiug his 
rapoaty, to such difficulties, that he had been ob- 
find to remedy a present necessity, by the pernio 
^ dous expedient of debasing the coin ; and the wars 
in vdiich the Protector had been involved, had in* 
duced him to carry still farther the same abuse. 
The usual consequences ensued : The good specie 
was hoarded or exported ; base metal was coined at 
home, or imported from abroad in great abundance ; 
the common people, who recdved their wagies in 
it, could not purchase commodities at the usual 
rates; a universal diffidence and stagnation of conx^ 
inerte took place; and loud complaints were heard 
in every part of England. 
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' The Protector, who loved popularity, and pitied CH A F. 
the condition of the people, encouraged these com- XXXV. 
plamts by his endeavours to redress them. He ap- **— v— ^ 
pomted a commission for making inquiry concerning '^^ 
indosures; and issued a proclamation, ordering all 
late inclosures to be laid open by a day appointed* 
The populace, meeting vidth sudi countenance from 
government, began to rise in several places, and to 
commit disorders, but were quieted by remonstrances 
and persuasbn. In order to give them greater satis* 
faction, Somerset appointed new conmiissioners^ 
whom he sent every where, with an unlimited power^ 
to hear and determine ail causes about inclosures, 
highways, and cottages ^ As this commission was 
di^igreeable to the gentry *and nobility, they stig-^ 
matised it as arbitrary and illegal ; and the-common 
peo[de, fearing it would be eluded, and being im- 
patient for immediate redress, could no longer con- 
tain thdr fury, but sought for a remedy by force 
of arms. The rising began at once in several parts insurrec- 
of England, as if an universal conspiracy had been tiom. 
formed by die conmionalty. The rebels in Wik* 
shire were dispersed by Sir William Herbert: 
Those in the naghbouring counties, Oxford and 
Crlocester, by Lord Gray of Wilton. Many of the 
rioters were killed in tne field: Others were exe- 
cuted by martial law. The commotions in Hamp* 
shire, Sussex, Kent, and other counties were quieted 
by gentler eacpedients ; but the disorders in Devon* 
shire and Norfolk thmtened more dangerous con* 
sequaices. 

The commonalty in Devonshire began with the 
usual complaints agamst inclosures and against op- 
pressions from the gentry ; but the parish priests of 
Sao^fbrd-Courtenay had die address to give their 
discontent a direction towards religion ; andthede* 
licacy of the subject in the present emergency made 



< Burnet, vol. ii. p. 115. Strype^^foL h. p. 171. 
9 V 
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C HA P* ^ insoirection immediately appear formidable* In 
XXXV. other counties the gmtry had kept closely united 
^ "'~ with government ; but here many of them took 
^5^^ part wiih the populace; among others, Hunq>hry 
Arundel, governor of St. Michael's Mount. The 
rioters were brought into the form of a regular army, 
which amounted to the number of ten thousand. 
Lord Russel had beet> sent against them at the head 
of a small force ; but fin4ing himself too weak to 
encounter them in the field, he kept at a distance, 
and began to negotiate with than; in hopes of 
eluding their fury by delay, and of di^>ersing them 
by the difficulty of their subsisting in a body. 
Their demands were,, that the mass shotdd be re* 
stored, half of the abbey-lands resumed, the law of 
the six articles executed, holy water and holy bread 
respected, and all other particular grievances re* 
'dressed ^ The council, to whom Russel transmit* 
ted these demands, sent a haughty answer; com* 
manded the rebels to disperse, and promised them 
pardon upon their immediate submission. Enraged 
at this disappointment, they marched to Exeter | 
carrying before them crosses, banners, holy water, 
candlesticks, and other implements of ancient su- 
perstition; together with the hoste, which diey 
covered with a canopy \ The citizens of Exeter 
shut thdr gates; and the rebels, as they had no 
cannon, endeavoured to take the place, first by 
scalade, then by mining, but were repulsed in every 
attempt. Russel meanwhile lay at Honiton till rein* 
forced by Sir William Herbert and Lord Gray, with 
some German horse, and some Italian arquebusiera 
pnder Battista Spinola. He then resolved to att^npt 
the rdief of Exeter, which was now reduced to 
extremities. He attacked the rebels,' drove them 
from all thdr posts, did great execution upon them 

« 

* Haywardy p. 292. Holingshed* p* 1003* Fox, Yol. ii* p. 666« 
l^em. Cramn, p. |86« 7 iieirlini p, 76^ 

both 
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>|>oth ia the action and pursuit % and took many CHAP« 
prisoners. Arundel and the other leaders were sent XXXV. 
to London, tried and executed. Many of lite in- " '^~' "^ 
ferior sort were put to death by martial law ^ j Tl» ^^^^* 
vicar of St. Thomas, one of the principal incen* 
diaries, was hanged on the top of his own steeple, 
arrayed ia his Popish weeds, with his beads at hia 
^dle \ 

Thb insurrection in Norfolk rose to a still greater 
height, and was attended with greater acts of vio* 
lence. The populace were at first excited, as in 
other places, by complaints against inclosures; but 
finding their numbers amount to twenty thousand, 
they grew insolent, and proceeded to more exor- 
bitant pretensicms. They required the suppression 
of the gentry, the placing of new counsellors about 
the King, and the re-establishment of the ancient 
lites. Oae Ket, a tanner, had assumed the goyem* 
ment over them, and he exercised his authority 
with the utmost arrogance and outrage. Having 
taken possession of Mou^old-hill near Norwich, he 
erected his tribunal under an old oak, thence called 
the oak of refonpation ; and summoning the gentry 
to appear before him, he gave such decrees as might 
be expected from his character and situation. The 
Marquis of Northampton was first ordered against 
him; but met with a repulse in an action where 
Lord Sheffield was killed*. The Protector affected 
popularity, and cared not to appear in person against 
the rebels : He therefore sent the Earl of Warwic at 
the head of 6000 men, levied for the wars against 
Scotland ; and he thereby afforded his mortal enemy 
an oi^)ortimity of increasing his reputation and 
character^ Warwic having tried some skirmished^ 
with the rebels, at last made a general attack upon . 
fhem, and put them to flight. Two thousand fell 

* Stowe*8 Annalsy p. 597. Hay ward, p. 29;. ^ Hay ward, 
p. 295, 296. * Heylin, p. 76. Holingshed, p. 1026. ■ Stowe, 
ft 597* Holingahcd, p. 1030—3^ Strjpe, vol. ii. p. 1 74. 
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CHAP, sn the action and pursuit: 1Siet\(^ hanged at Kor- 
XXXV. wich castle i nine of his followers on the boughs of 
"^ ^-" -^ the oak of reformation ; and the insurrection was 
*^^ entirely suppressed! Some rebels in Yorkshire, 
learning the hie of their companions^ accepted the 
offers of pardon, and threw down thdr aims. A 
general indemnity was soon after publi^ed by the 
Pirotector *•• 
Conduct BuT though the insurrections were thus qukkly 
^•ih*'^ subdued in England, and no traces of them seemed 
Scotland. ^ remain, they were attended with bad' conse-^ 
quences to the foreign interests of the nation. The 
forces of the Earl of Warwic, . which might have 
made a great impression on Scotland, were diverted 
^ from that enteiprise ; and the French general had 
leisure to reduce that country to some settlement 
and composure. He took the fortress of Broughty, 
and put the garrison to the sword. He straitened 
the English at Haddington ; and though Lord Dacres 
was enabled to throw relief into the place, and to 
reinforce the garrison, it was found at last very 
chargeable, and even impracticable to keep possession 
of that fortress. The whole country in the neigh- 
bourhood was laid waste bv the inroads both of the 
Scots and English, and could afford no supply to the 
garrison : The place lay above thirty miles from the 
borders; so that a regular army was necessary to 
escort any provisions thither : And as die plague had 
broken out among the troops, they perished daily, 
and were reduced to a state of great weakness. For 
these reasons, orders were given to dismantle Had* 
dington, and to convey the artillery and garrison to 
Berwic ; and the Earl of Rutland, now created war- 
den of die east marches, executed the orders* 
With The King of France also took advantage of the 

France, distracidons among the English, and wfide an at-^ 
tempt to recover Boulogne, and that territory,. 

^ Hayward, p. 297, 298, 299. 

which 
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vftdch Henry Vin. had conquered from France. CHAP. 
On other pretences he assembled an army ; and fall* XXXV. 
big suddenly upon the Boulonnois^ took the castles '^^ ^ 
or Sellaque, Blackness, and Ambleteuse, though ^^ 
well supplied with garrisons, ammunidon, and pro# 
visions % He endeavouried to surprise Boulenbourg, 
and was repulsed ; but the ganison, not thinking the 
place tenable after the loss <^ the other for* 
tresses, destroyed the works and retired to Bou* 
logne* The rains which fell in great abundance 
during the autumn, and a pestilential distemper 
which broke ouf in the French camp, deprived 
Henry of all hopes of success against Boulogne it- 
self; and he retired to Firis^ He left the com« 
mand. of the army to Caspar de Coligny, Lord of 
Cfaatiilcm, so £unous afterwards by the name of Ad« 
miral Coligny ; and he gave him orders to form the 
siege early in the spring. The active disposition of 
this g^eral engaged him to make, during the win- 
ter, several attempts against the place; but they 
ail proved unsucc^sfuL 

Strozzi, who commanded the French fleet and 
galleys, eodes^voused to make a descent on Jersey ; 
but meeting there with an English fleet, he com* 
menced an action which seems not to have been 
decisive, since the historians of the two nations diflfer 
in the account of the event*. 

As socm as the French war broke out, the Fro- 
lector endeavoured to fortify himself with the alli- 
ance of the Emperor ; and he sent over Secretary 
F^get to Brussels, where Charles then kept court, 
in order to assist Sir Philip Hobby, the resident am- 
bassador, in this n^otiation; But that Prince had 
£»med a design of exteiding his dominions by act- 
ing the part of champion fw the catholic religion ; 



* Thiumuiy lib. vi. c. 6. ^ Hay ward, p. 30a 

^Tlnian. King Edward's Journal, Stowet p« 597, 
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and thoufffa extremely desirous of aece|idng the 
English alliance against France his capital enemy^ 
he thought it unsuitable to his other pretensions to 
'^^'' enter into strict confederacy vnth a nation which 
had broken. off all connexions with the church of 
Rome. He therefore declined the advances of 
friendship from England ; and eluded the af^lica^ 
tions of the amba^dors. An exact account is 
preserved of this negotiation in a letter oi^ lobby's) 
and it is remarkable that the Emperor, in a conver* 
sation with the English ministers, asserted that the 
prerogatives of a K^g of England were more ek* 
tensive than those of a King of * France ^ Burnet, 
who preserves this letter, subjoins, as a parallel uu 
stance, that one objection which the Scots made 
to marrying their Queen with Edward was, that all 
their privileges would be swallowed i]qi by the great 
prerogative of the Kings of England K 

SoHERSBT, despairing of assistance from the £m« 
peror, was inclined to conclude a peace with France 
and Scotland ; and besides that he was not in a con- 
dition^to maintain such ruinous wars, he thought that 
there no longer remained any object of hostilitv* 
The Scots had sent away their Queen; and coufd 
not, if ever so much inclined, complete the marriage 
contracted with EiJward: And as Hemj VIII. haid 
stipulated to r^tore Boulogne in 1554, it seemed a 
matter of small moment to anticipate a few years 
the execution of the treaty. But when he pro- 
posed these reasons to the council, he met with strong 
opposition from his enemies, who seemg him unable 
to support the war, were determined, for that very 
reason, to oppose all proposals for a pacificatioo. 
The factions ran high in the court of England ; 
and matters were drawing to an issue fatal ux the 
" authority of the Protector. 

' Burnet, voL iL p. 132. 175. • Idem, p. ijj. 

I Aftee 
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Arm Somerset obtained the parent investing CHAP, 
him with regal authority, he no longer paid any XXXV. 
attention to the opinion of the other executors and ^"T^T^ 
counsellors ; and being elated with his high dignity, FactMot 
as well as with his victory at Pinkey, he thought in the 
that every one ought in every thing to yield to his councS. 
sentiments. All those who were not entirely de- 
voted to him were sure to be neglected ; whoever 
opposed his will received marks of anger or con-^ 
tempt ^ ; and while he showed a resolution to govern 
every thing, his capacity appeared not in any re« 
^>ect proportioned to his ambition. Warwic, more 
subtle and artful, covered more exorbitant views 
under fairer appearances ; and having associated him- 
self with Southampton, who had been re-admitted 
into the council, he formed a strong party, who were 
determined to free themselves from the slavery im-* 
posed on them by the Protector. 

The malcontent counsellor^ found the dispo^- 
tioa of the nation favourable to their designs. The 
nobility and gentry were in general displeased with 
the preference which Somerset seemed to have 
given to the people ; and as they ascribed all the in* 
suits to which diey had been lately exposed to his 
procrastination and to the countenance showti to 
the multitude, they apprehended a renewal of the 
same disorders from his present affectation of popu- 
larity. He had erected a court of requests in his 
own house for the relief of the people \ and he in* 
terposed with the judges in their behalf ; a measure 
which might be deemed illegal, if iuiy exertion of pre- 
rogative at that time could with certainty deserve 
that appellation. And this attempt, which was a 
stretch of power, seemed the more impolitic, be- 
cause it disgusted the nobles, the surest support of 
monarchical authority. 

^ Strype, toL ii. p. i 8 r * ^ Ibid. p. 183. 

But 
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CHAP. But thougl) Somerset courted the peq)I^ the 
XXXV. interest which he had formed with them was in no 
''^~- - degree answerable to his expectations. The ca- 
^549* tholic party^ who retained influence with the h>wer 
ranks, were his declared enemies ; and took advaa- 
tage of every opportunity to decry his conduct 
The attainder and execution of his brother bore an 
odious aspect: The introduction of foreign tzoops 
.into the kingdom was.rq>resented'in invidious co- 
lours : The great estate which he had suddenly ac- 
.quired at the expence of the church and of the 
^rown rendered .him obnoxious; and the palace 
which^ he was building in the Strand served, by its 
magnificence, and still more by other circumftanoes 
which attended it, to expose lum to the censure of 
the public. The parish church of St. Mary, with 
three bishops' houses, was pulled down^ in order to 
furnish groimd and materials for this structure : Not 
jcontent with that sacrilege, an attempt was made to 
demolish St. Margaret's, Westminster, and to em* 
ploy the stones to the same purpose ; but the pa- 
•rismoners rose in a tumult and chased away the Pro«> 
tector's tradesmen. He then kad his hands on a 
chapel in St. Paul's Church-yard, with a cloister and 
charnel house belonging to it; and these edifices, 
together with a church of St. John of Jerusalem, 
were made use of to raise his palace. What rendered 
the matter more odious to the people was, that the 
tombs and other monuments of the dead were de* 
faced : and the bones being carried away were buried 
in unconsecrated ground \ 
6th Oct. All these imprudendes were remarked by Somer* 
Contpi. g^>g enemies, who resolved to take advantage of thenu 
^^nst Lord St. John, president of the council, the Earls 
Sofliienct. of Warwic, Southampton, and Arundel, with five 

^ Heylin, p. 72, 73* Stowe^s Survey of London.. Haywardf 
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members more, met at Ely-house; and assuming to CHAP, 
themselves the whole power of the council, began XXXV. 
to act independaatly of the Protector, whom they ^■~'^~ -^ 
represented as the author of every public grievance '^^^* 
and misfortune. They wrote letters to the chief 
nobility and gentry in England, . informing them of 
the present measures, and requiring their assistance : 
They sent for the mayor and aldermen of London, 
and enjoined them to obey their orders, without re- 
gJird to any contrary orders which they might recdve 
from ^he Duke of Somerset. They laid the same 
injunctions on the Lieutenant of the Tower, who ex- 
pressed his resolution to comply with them. Next 
day. Rich, Lord Chancellor, the Marquis of North- 
ampton, the Earl of Shrewsbury, Sir Thomas Che- 
ney, Sir John Gage, Sir Ralph Sadler, and Chief 
Jusdce Montague, joined the malcontent counsel* 
lors ; and every thiiig bore a bad aspect for the 
Protector's authority. Secretary Petre, whom he 
had sent to treat with the council, rather chose to re- 
main with them : The common council of the city, 
being applied to, declared with one voice their ap- 
probation of the new measures, and their resolution 
of supporting them \ 

As' soon as the Protector heard of the defection 
of the counsellors, he removed the King from 
Hampton-court, where he then resided, to the 
castle of Windsor ; and, arming his friends and 
servants, seemed resolute to defend himself against 
all his enemies. But finding that no man of rank, 
except Cranmer and Paget, adhered to him, that 
the people did not rise at his summons, that the 
city and Tower had declared against him, that 
even his best friends had deserted him, he lost all 
hopes of success, and began to apply to his enemies ' 
for pardon and forgiveness. No sooner was this 
despondency known, than Lord Russel, Sir John 
Baker Speaker of the House of Commons, and three' 

^ Stowe, p»597» 598* Holingshed, p. 1057. . 
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counsellors more, who had hitherto remained neu- 
ters, joined the party of Warwic, whom every one 
now regarded as master. The comicil informed the 
public, by proclamation, of their actions and inten- 
tions } they wrote to the Princesses Mary and Eliza- 
beth to*the same purpose; and they made addresses 
to the King, in which, after the humblest protesta- 
tions of duty and submission, they informed him, 
that they were the council appointed by his father 
for the government of the kingdom during his mi- 
nority } thsit they had chosen the Duke of Somerset 
Protector, under the express condition that he should 
guide himself by their advice and direction ; that he 
had usurped the whole authority, and had neglected, - 
and even in every thing opposed their counsel ;' 
Aat he had proceeded to that height of presumption 
as to levy forces against them, and place these forces 
about His Majesty's- person : They therefore begged 
that they might be admitted to Ins royal presence ; 
that he would be pleased to restore them to his con-r 
fidence, and that Somerset's servants might be dis- 
missed. Thdr request was complied with ; Somerset 
capitulated only for gentle treatment, which was 
promised him. He was, however, sent to the 
Tower", with some of his friends ^and partisans, 
among whom was Cecil, afterwards so mush dis- 
tinguished. Articles of indictment were exhibited 
against him " ; of which the chief, at least the best 
founded, is his usurpation of the government, and 
his taking into his own hands the whole administra- 
tion of affaii^. The clause of his patient, which in- 
vested him with absolute power unlimited by any law, 
was never objected to him ; plainly because, acced- 
ing to the sentiments of tlK>se times, that power 
was in some degree involved in the very idea of re- 
gal authority. 
The catfldiics were extremely elated with this r<p- 



» Stowe, p. 600. " Burnet, vol. it book i. coll. 46^ Hay- 
ward^ p. 308. Stowe»p.6oi. Holingahed, p. X059. 
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volution ; and as they had ascribed all the late in- C H A P. 
novations to Somerset's authority, they hoped that XXXV. 
his fell would pr^are the way for the return of the '" '^~^^ 
ancient religion. But Warwic, who now bore chief 
sway in the council, was intirely indifferent with re- 
gard to all those points of controversy; and find- 
ing that the principles of the reformation had sunk, 
deeper into Edward's mind than to be easily eradi- 
cated, he was determined to comply with the young 
Prince's inclinations, and not to hazard his new ac-^ 
quired power by any dangerous enterprise. He 
took care very early to express his intentions of 
supporting the reformation ; and he threw such dis- 
couragements on Southampton, who stood at the 
head of the Romanists, and whom he considered as 
a dangerous rival, that that high-spirited nobleman 
retired from the council, and soon after .died from 
vexation and disappointment. The other counsel- 
lors, who had concurred in the revolution, received 
their reward by promotions and new honours. 
Russel was created Earl of Bedford : The Marquis 
of Northampton obtained the office of great cham* 
berlain ; and Lord Wentworth, besides the office of 
chamberlain of the household, got two large manors. 
Stepney and Hackney, which were torn from the 
see of London ^ A council of regency was form- 
ed, not that which .Henry's will had appointed for 
the government of the kingdom, and which, bdng 
founded on an act of parliament, was the only legal 
one; but tomposed chiefly of members who md 
formeriy been appointed by Som^^t, and who de- 
rived their seat fr(xn an authority which was now 
declared usurped and illegal. But such niceti^ 
were during that age little understood, and stilt less 
regarded, in Englamd. 

A SESSION of parliament was hdd ; and as it w«s 4th Not, 
the usual raajdm of that assemUy to acatynesce in ^^1^ 
every administration which was established, the 

^ Heyliot p. 85. Rymer, torn, xu p.ia4 
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CHAP, council dreaded no opposition from that quarter, 
XXXV. and had more reason to look for a corroboration of 
u—iy - ^ ^jjgjj. authority. Somerset had been prevailed on to 
2 Yd ' confess on his knees, before the council, all the 
^ ^^' articles of charge against him; and he imputed 
these misdemeanors to his own rashness, folly, and 
indiscretion, not to any malignity of intention p. He 
even subcribed this confession; and the paper was 
given in to parliament, who, after sending a com- 
mittee to examine him, and hear him acknowledge 
it to be genuine, passed a vote, by which they de- 
prived him of all his offices, and fined him two 
thousand pounds . a year in land. Lord St. John 
was created treasurer in his place, and Warwic Earl 
Marshal. The prosecution against him was carried 
no farther. His fine was remitted by the King : He 
recovered his liberty : And Warwic, thinking that 
he was now sufficiently humbled, and that his au- 
thority was much lessened by his late tame and sjb- 
ject behaviour, re-admitted him into the council, and 
even agreed to an alliance between their families, by 
the marriage of his own son. Lord Dudley, with the 
Lady Jane Seymour, daughter of Somerset \ 

During this session a severe law was passed against 
riots '. It was^ enacted. That if any, to the number 
of twelve persons,- should meet together for any 
inatter of state, and being required by a lawful 
magistrate should not disperse, it should be treason; 
and if any broke hedges, or violently pulled, up 
pales about inclosures, without lawful authority, it 
.should be felony^: Any attempt to kill a privy coun- 
sellor was, subjected to the same penalty. The Bi- 
shops had made an application, .complaining that 
they were deprived of all their power by &e en- 
croachments of the civil courts, and the present sus- 
pension of the canon law ; that they could summon 
no- offender before them, punish no vice, or exert the 

P Heylin, p. 84. Hayward, p. 309. » Stowe, p. 603. 
*» Hayward, p. 309. ' 3 and 4 Edw. VI. c. 5. 
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discipline of the church: From which diminurian CHAP, 
of their authority, they pretended, immorality had XXXV. 
every where received great encouragement and in- ^— ^v— -^ 
crease. The design of some was to revive the peni- ^^^^' 
tentiary rules of the primitive church : But others 
thought, that such an authority committed to the 
bishops would prove more oppressive than confes- 
sion, penance, and all the clerical inventions of 
the Romish superstition. The parliament for the 
present contented themselves with empowering the 
King to appoint thirty-two commissioners to com- 
pile a body of canon laws, which were to be valid, 
though never ratified by parliament. Such impli- 
cit trust did they repose in the crown ; without re- 
flecting that all their liberties and properties might 
be affected by these canons *. The King did not live 
to affix the royal sanction to the new canons. Sir 
John Sharington, whose crimes and malversations 
had appeared so egregious at the condemnation of 
Lord Seymour, obtained from parliament a reversal 
of his attainder \ This man sought favour with the 
more zealous reformers ; and Bishop Latimer af- 
firmed, that though formerly he had been a most 
notorious knave, he was now so penitent that he had 
become a very honest man. 

When Warwic and the council of regency began ^55^- 
to exercise thdr power, they found themselves in- ^^^ 
volved in the same difficulties that had embarrassed France 
the Protector. The wars with France and Scotland and Scot- 
could not be supported by an exhausted exchequer ; 1^°^* 
seemed dangerous to a divided nation; and were 
now acknowledged not to have any object which 
even the greatest and most uninterrupted success 
could attain. The project of peace entertained by 
Somerset had served them as a pretence for clamour 
against his administration; yet^ after sending Sir 
Thomas Cheney to the Emperor, and making again a 

* 3 and Edw, VL c. 2. * Ibid, c, 13. 
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CHAP, fruitless eflfort to engage him in the protection of 
XXXV. Boulogne, they found themselves obliged to listen to 
^ ~^~ the advances which Henry made them, by the canal 
'^^^' of Guidotti, a Florentine merchant. The Earl of 
Bedford, Sir John Mason, Paget and Petre, were 
sent over to Boulogne, with fall powers to nego- 
tiate. The French King absolutely refused to pay 
the two millions of crowns which his predecessor 
had acknowledged to be due to the crown of Eng* 
land as arrears of pensions ; and said that he never 
would consent to render himself tributary to any 
Boulogne Prince : But he offered a sum for the immediate re- 
•uiTWj- stitutioTi of Boulogne; and four hundred thousand 
March24. crowns were at last agreed on, one half to be paid 
immediately, the other in August following. Six 
hostages were given for the performance of this 
article. Scotland was comprehended in the treaty : 
The English stipulated to restore Lauder and 
Douglas, and to demolish the fortresses of Rox- 
burgn and Eyemouth ''. No sooner was peace con- 
cluded with France, than a project was entertained 
of a close alliance v ith that kingdom ; •^and Henry 
willingly unbraced a proposd so suitable both to 
his interests and his inclinations. An agreement some 
time after was formed for a marriage between Ed- 
ward and Elizabeth, a daughter of France ; and all 
the articles were, after a little negotiation, fully set- 
tled'': But this project never took effect. 

The intention of marrying the King to a daughter 
of Henry, a violent persecutor of the protestants, 
was nowise acceptable to that party in England : But 
in all other respects the council was steady in pro- 
moting the reft)rmation, and in enforcing the hws 
against the Romanists. Several prelates were still 
addicted to that communion ; and though they made 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 148. Hayward» p* 310, 311,312. Rymcr, 
vol. XV. p. 211. ^ Hayward, p. 318. Heylin. p. 104. 

Rymer, torn. xv. p. 2^3. 
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some compliances, in order to save their bishoprics, CH'AP« 
they retarded, as much as they safely could, the XXXV. 
execution of the new laws, and gave countenance to ^— '*v— ' 
such incumbents as were negligent or refractory, A '^^^* 
resolution was therefore taken to seek pretences for 
depriving those prelates.; and the execution of this 
intention was the more easy, as they had all of them 
been obliged to take commissions. in which it was 
declared, that they held their sees during the King's 
pleasure only. It was thought proper to begin with 
Gardiner, in order to strike a terror into the rest. 
The method of proceeding against him was violent, 
and had scarcely any colour of law or justice. In- 
jimctions had been given him to inculcate, in a ser- 
mon, the duty of obedience to a King, even during 
his minority ; and because he had neglected this to- 
pic, he had been thrown into prison, and had been 
there detained during two years, without being ac- 
cused of any crime except disobedience to this ar- 
bitrary command. The Duke of Somerset, Secretary 
Petre, and some others of the cottncil were now 
sent, in order to try his temper, and endeavoured 
to find some grounds for dqpriving him: He pro- 
fessed to them his intention of conforming to the 
government, of supporting the King's laws, and of 
officiating by, the new liturgy. This was not the 
disposidon which they expected or desired *. A new 
deputation was therefore sent, who carried him se- 
veral articles to subscribe. He was required to ac- 
knowledge his former misbehaviour, and to confess 
the justice of his confinement : He was likewise to 
own, that the Kin^ was supreme head of the church ; 
that the power of making and dispensing with ho- 
lidays was part of the prerogative ; that the book of 
common prayer was a godly and commendable form ; 
that the King was a complete sovereign in his mino- 
rity } that the law of the six articles was justly re- 

» HeyBn, p. 99. 
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CHAP, pealed; and that the King had full authority to 
XXXV. correct and reform what was amiss in ecclesiastical 
jpIq discipline, government, or doctrine. The Bishop 
was willing to set his hand to all the articles except 
the first : He maintained his conduct to have been in- 
offensive ; and declared that he would not own him- 
self guilty of faults which he had never committed ^. 

The council, finding that he had gone such 
lengths, were determined to prevent his full compli- 
ance, by multiplying the difficulties upon him, and 
sending him new articles to subscribe. A list was 
selected of such points as they thought would be 
the hardest of digestion ; and, not content with this 
rigour, they also insisted on his submission, and his 
acknowledgment of past errors. To make this sub- 
scription more mortifying, they demanded a pro- 
mise, that he would recommend and publish all 
these articles from the pulpit : But Gardiner, who 
saw that they intended either to ruin or dishonour 
him, or perhaps both, determined not to gratify his 
enemies by atify farther compliance: He still main- 
tained his innocence ; desired a fair trial ; and re- 
fused to subscribe more articles, till he should reco^ 
ver his liberty. For this pretended offence his bi- 
shopric was j)Ut under sequestration for three 
months ; and as he then appeared no more compli- 
ant than before, a commission was appointed to try, 
or, more properly speaking, to condemn him. The 
commissioners were, the Primate, the Bishops of 
London, Ely, and Lincoln, Secretary Petre, Sir 
James Hales, and some other lawyers. Gardiner 
objected to the legality of the commission, which 
was not founded on any statute or precedent ; and 
he appealed from the commissioners to the King. 
His appeal was not regarded : Sentence was pro- 
liounced against him : He Aras deprived of his bi- 
shopric, and committed to close custody : His books 

y ColW, vol. 11. p. 305. from the council books. HeyliD^p.pg. 
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and papers were seized; he was secluded from all CHAP, 
company ; and it was not allowed him either to send XXXV. 
or receive any letters or messages ^ ^— -v-*^ 

Gardiner, as well as the other prelates, had '^^^* ' 
agreed to hold his office daring the King's pleasure : 
But the council, unwilling to make use of a concession 
which had been so illegally and arbitrarily extorted, 
chose rather to employ some forms of justice; a 
resolution which led them to commit still greater 
iniquities and severities. But the violence of the 
reformers did not stop here. Day Bishop of Chi- 
chester, Heath of Worcester, and Voisey of Exeter, 
were deprived of their bishoprics, on pretence of 
disobedience. Even Kitchen of LandafF, Capon of 
Salisbury, and Sampson of Coventry, though they 
had complied in every thing, yet not being supposed 
cordial in their obedience, were obliged to seek pro- 
tection, by sacrificing the most considerable revenues 
of their see to the rapacious courtiers *. 

These plunderers neglected not even smaller 
profits. An order was issued by couhcil for pur- 
ging the library at Westminster of all missals, le- 
gends, and other superstitious volumes, and deliver- 
ing their garniture to Sir Anthony Aucher ^. Many 
of these books were plaited with gold and silver, and 
curiously embossed; and this finery was probably 
the superstition that condemned them. Great havoc 
was likewise made on the libraries at Oxford. Books 
and manuscripts were destroyed without distinction : 
The volumes of divinity suffered for their rich bind- 
ing : Those' of literature were condemned as useless : 
Those of geometry and astronomy were supposed to 
contain nothing but necromancy*. The university 
had not power to oppose these barbarous violences : 

* Fox, vol. ii. p. 734. & seq. Burnet, Heylin, Collier. 
■ Goodwin de PraesuL Angf. 'Heylin, p. 100. 



^ Collier, vol. ii. p. 307. from the council books, 
c Wood^Hist. k Antiq. Oxon. lib. i. p. 27 1| 272. 
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CHAP. They were in dauQger of losing their own revenues; 

XXXV. and expected every moment^ tx> be swallowed up by 

'^''^' -' the Earl of Warwic and his associates. 
^55^» Though everyone besides yielded to the autho* 
rity of the council^ the Lady Mary could never be 
brought to compliance; and she still continued to 
adhere to the mass, and to reject the new liturgy. 
Her behaviour was during some time connived at j 
but at last her two chaplains. Mallet and Berkley, 
were thrown into prison^; and remonstrances were 
made to the Princess herself on account of her dis- 
obedience. The council wrote her a letter, by which 
they endeavoured to make her change her senti- 
ments, and to persuade her that her religious faith 
was very ill grounded. They asked her what War- 
rant there was in scripture for prayers in an unknown 
tongue, the use of images, or offering up the sacra- 
ment for the dead; and they desired her to peruse 
St. Austin, and the other ancient doctors, who 
would convince her of the errors of the Romish su- 
perstition, and prove that it was founded merely 
on false miracles and lying stories ^ The Lady Mary 
remained obstinate against all this advice, and de- 
clared herself willing to endure death rather than 
relinquish her religion : She only feared, she said, 
that she was not worthy to suffer martyrdom in so 
holy a cause : And as for protestant books, she 
thanked God, that as she never had, so she hoped 
never to read any of them. Dreading farther vio- 
lence, she endeavoured to make an escape to her 
kinsman Charles ; but her design was discovered and 
prevented ^. The Emperor remonstrated in her be- 
half, and even threatened hostilities, if liberty of 
conscience were refused her : But though the coun- 
cil, sensible that the kingdom was in no condition to 
support with honour such a war, was desirous to 

^ Strype, vol. ii. p. 249. ^ Fox, vol. ii. Collier, BunieL 

« Hayward, ^315* ^ ' 
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comply; they found great difficulty to overcome the CHAP, 
scruples of the young King. lie had been educated XXXV. 
in such a violent abhorrence of the mass and other *^^'"^~^ 
popish rites, which he regarded as imjnous and ^^'* 
idolatrous, that he should participate, he thought, in 
the sin, if he allowed its commission : And when at 
last the importunity of Cranmer, Ridley, and Poinet, * 
prevailed somewhat over his opposition, he burst into 
tears ; lamenting his sister's obstinacy, and bewailing 
his own hard fate, that he must suffer her to continue 
in such an abominable mode of worship. 

The great object, at this time, of antipathy among 
the protestant sects was popery, or, more properly 
speaking, the papists. These they regarded as the 
common enemy, who threatened every moment to 
overwhelm the evangelical faith, and destroy its par- 
tisans by fire and sword : They had not as yet had 
letsufe to attend to the other minute dinereilbes 
among themselves, which afterwards became the 
object of such furious quarrels and animosities, and 
threw the whole kingdom into combustion. Several 
Lutheran divines, who had reputation in those days, 
Bucer, Peter Martyr, and, others, were induced to 
take shelter in England, from the persecutions which 
the Emperor exercised in Germany; and they re- 
ceived protection and encouragement. John A-lasco 
a Polish nobleman, being expelled his country by 
the rigours of the catholics, settled during some 
dme at Emden in East Friezland, where he became 
preacher to a congregation of the reformed. Fore- 
seang the persecutions which ensued, he removed 
to England, and brought his congregation along 
with him. The council, who regarded them as in- 
dustrious useful people, and desired to invite over 
others of the same character, not only gave them 
the church of Augustine friars for the exercise 
of their religion, but granted them a charter, by 
which they were erected into a corporation, con- 
sisting 
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CHAP, sistmg oiF a superintendant and four assisting ministers. 
XXXV. This ecclesiastical establishment was quite indepaident 
^""^ — ' of the church of England, and differed from it in 
'^^^' some rites and ceremonies \ 

These differences among the protestants were 
matter of triumph to the catholics ; who insisted, 
that the moment men departed from the authority 
of the churchy they lost all criterion of truth and 
falsehood in matters of religion, and must be car- 
ried away by every wind of doctrine. The conti- 
nual variations of every sect of protestants afford- 
ed them the same topic of reasoning. The book of 
Common Prayer suffered in England a new revisal, 
and some rites and ceremonies which had given 
offence were omitted*. The speculative doctrines, 
or the metaphysics of religion, were also reduced 
to forty-two articles. These were intended to ob- 
viate farther divisions and variations ; and the com- 
piling of them had been postponed till the esta- 
blishment of the liturgy, which was justly regarded 
as a more material object to the people. The eternity 
of hell torments is asserted in this confession of iaith ^ 
and care is also taken to inculcate, not only that no 
heathen, how virtuous soever, can escape an endless 
state of the most exquisite misery, but also that every 
one who presumes to maintain that any pagan can 
possibly be saved is himself exposed to the penalty of 
eternal perdition*". 

The theological zeal of the council, though 
seemingly fervent, went not so far as to make them 
neglect their own temporal concerns, which seem to 
have ever been uppermost in their thou'ghts : They 
even found leisure to attend to the pubhc interest ; 
nay, to the commerce of the nation, which was at 
that time very little the object of general study or ' 
attention. The trade of England had anciendy 

^ Mem. Cranm. p. 234* ^ Ibid. p. 289. 

^ Article xviii. 
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been carried on altogether by foreigners, chiefly CHAP-, 
the inhabitants of the Hanse-towns, or Easterlings, XXXV. 
as they were called; and in order to encourage ^"^~ -^ 
these merchants to settle in England, they had been *^^'' 
erected into a corporation by Henry III. had ob- 
tained a patent, were endowed with privileges, and 
were exempted from several heavy duties paid by 
other aliens. So ignorant were the English of com- 
merce, .that this company, usually denominated the 
merchants of the Stil-yard, engrossed, even down to 
the reign of £dward> almost the whole foreign trade 
of the kingdom : and as they naturally employed the 
shipping of their own country, the navigation of 
England was also in a very languishing condition. 
It was therefore thought proper by the council to seek 
pretences for annulling the privileges of this corpo- 
ration, privileges which put them nearly on an equal 
footing with Englishmen in the duties which they 
paid ; and as such patents were during that age granted 
by the absolute power of the King, men were the less 
surprised to find them revoked by the same authority. 
Several remonstrances were made against this inno- 
vation by Lubec, Hamburgh, and other Hanse-towns ; 
but the council persevered in their resolution, and 
the good effects of it soon became visible to the 
nation. The English merchants, by their very situ- 
ation as natives, had advantages above foreigners in 
the purchase of cloth, wool, and other commodities ; 
though these advantages had not hitherto been suf- 
ficient to rouse their industry or engage them to 
beccHne rivals to this opulent company : But when 
aliens' duty was also imposed upctfi all foreigners in- 
discriminately, the English were tempted to ^tex in- 
to commerce ; and a spirit of industry began to appear 
in the kingdom \ . 

About the same time a treaty was made with 
Gustavus Ericson, King of Sweden, by which it was 

* Haywardi p. 326. Heylin, p. 108. Strype's Mem. vol. ii. 
p. 295. 
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CHAP. Stipulated, that if he sent bullioa into England, he 
XXXV. might export Ei^Iish commodities wkhout paying 
*^*"^''"*^ custom } that he should carry bullion to no other 
'^^'' Prince; that if he sent ozimus, steel, copper, &o 
he should pay custom for English commodities as 
an Englishman ; and that if he sent other merchaxv- 
dize, he should have free intercourse, paying custom 
as a stranger ". The bullion sent over by Sweden, 
though it could not be in great quantity, ^et the 
mint to work : Good specie was coined ; and much 
of the base metal formerly issued was recalled : A 
circumstance which tended extremely to the encou- 
ragement of commerce. 
Warwic guj jji these schemes for prdmotinir industry 
553;f^f were likely to prove abortive, by the f^ of do- 
North, mestic convulsions, arising from the ambition of 
umber. Warwic. That nobleman, not contented with the 
^^ station which he had attained, carried ferther his 
pretensions, and had gained partisans who were 
disposed to second him in every enterprise. The 
last Earl of Northumberland died wkhout issue; 
and as Sir Thomas Piercy, his brother, had been at- 
tainted on account of the share which he had in the 
Yorkshire insurrection during the late ragn, the 
title was at present extinct, and the estate was vested 
in the crown. Warwic now procured to himself a 
grant of those amj^e possessions, which lav chiefly 
in the North^ the most warlike part of tne king- 
dom ; and he was dignified vidth the title of Duke 
of Northumberland. His friend Paulet Lord St. J<^, 
the treasurer, was created, first. Earl of Wfltriik^, 
then Marquis of Winchester: Sir William Herbert 
obtained the title of Earl of Pembroke. 
Hit am- BcTT the ambition*^ of Northumberland made him 
bition. regard all increase of possessions and titles, either to 
himself or his partisans, as steps only to farther ac- 
quisidons. Finding that Somerset, tnough degraded 
from his dignity, and even lessened in the public 
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opimcni by his spiritless conduct, still enjoyed a c H AP. 
considerable share of popularity, he determined to XXXV. 
ruin the man whom he regarded as the chief obstacle '^ ~^''^ 
to the attainment of his hopes. The alliance which '^^'* 
had been contracted between the families had pro- 
duced no cordial union, and only enabled Nor- 
thumberland to compass with more * certainty the 
destruction of his rival. He secretly gained many of 
the friends and servants of that unhappy nobleman : 
He sometimes terrified him by the appearance of 
danger ; sometimes provoked him by ill usage. The 
unguarded Somerset often broke out into menacing 
expressions against Northumberland : At other 
times he formed rash projects, which he imme-' 
diately abandoned: His treacherous confidants car- 
ried to his enemy every passionate word which 
dropped from him : They revealed the schemes 
which they themselves had first suggested": And 
Northumberland, thinking that the proper season 
was now come, began to act in an open manner 
against him. 

In one night the Duke of Somerset, Lord Grey, i6tliOct. 
David and John Seymour, Hammond and Neudi- 
gate two of the Duke's servants. Sir Ralph Vane, 
atnd Sir Thomas Palmer, were arrested and committed 
to custody. Next day the Dutchess of Somerset, 
with her £civourites Crane and his wife. Sir Miles 
Partridge, Sir Michael Stanhope, Baimister, amd 
others, were thrown into prison. Sir Thomas Pal- 
mer, who had all along acted as a ^y upon Somer- 
set, accused him of having formed a design to raise 
an insurrection in the North, to attack the gens 
d'armes on a muster-day, to secure the Tower, and 
to nuse a rebellion in London : But, what was the 
only probable accusation, he asserted, that Somerset 
had once laid a project for murdering Northumber* 
land, Northampton, and Pembroke, at a banquet 
which was to be given them by Lord Paget. Crane 

•Heylin, p. 11 a, ' 
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CH A P. ^J^d his wife confirmed Palmer's testimony with regard 
XXXV. to this last design; and it appears that some rash 
^^-"""T^'^ scheme of that nature had r^ly been mentioned j 
'^^'* though no regular conspiracy had been formed, or 
means prepared for its execution. ' Hammond con- 
fessed that the Duke had armed men to guard him 
one night in his house at Greenwich. 
Trial oF Somerset was brought to his trial before the Mar- 
Somerset, quis of Winchester, created high steward. Twenty- 
seven peers composed the jury, among whom were 
Northumberland, Pembroke, and Northampton, 
whom decency should have hindered from acting as 
judges In the trial of a man that appeared to be their 
capital enemy. Somerset was accused of high treason 
on account of the projected insurrections, and of fe- 
lony in laying a design to murder privy-counsellors. 

We have a very imperfect account of all state 
trials during that age, which is a sensible defect in 
our history : But it appears that some more regula- 
rity was observed in the management of this prose- 
cution than had usually been employed in like cases. 
nt Dec. The witnesses were at least examined by the privy- 
council ; and though they were neither produced 
in court, nor confronted with the prisoner (circum- 
stances required by the strict principles of equity), 
their depositions were given in to the jury. The 
proof seems to have been lame with regard id the 
treasonable part of the charge ; and Somerset's de- 
fence was so satisfactory, that the peers gave verdict 
in his favour : The intention alone of assaulting the 
privy-counsellors was supported by tolerable evi- 
dence ; and the jury brought him in guilty of felony^ 
The prisoner himself confessed that he had expressed 
his intention of murdering Northumberland and the 
other lords j but had not formed any resolution on 
that head : And when he received sentence, he asked 
pardon of those peers for the designs which he had 
hearkened to against them. The people by whom 
Somerset was beloved, hearing the first part of his 
lo sentence, 
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t^ntence^ by which he was acquitted from treason, CHAP. 
expressed tneir joy by loud acclamations : But their XXXV. 
3atisfaction was suddenly damped, on finding that he ~ ^ ~^ 
was condemned to death for felony ^ '^^ ** 

Care had been taken by Northumberland's emis- i55*- 
saries, to prepossess the young King against his 
uncle ; and lest he should relent, no access was 
given to ahy of Somerset's friends, and the Prince 
was kept from reflecdon by a continued series of oc- 
cupations and amusements. At last the prisoner was Hitcxe- 
brought to the scaflFold on Tower-hill, amidst great ^"dTaiu 
crouds of spectators, who bore him such sincere 
kindness th^t they entertained to the last moment 
the fond hopes of his pardon p. Many of them rushed 
in to dip their handkerchiefs in his blood, which 
they long preserved as a preciou$ relique; and 
some of them soon after, when Northumberland met 
with a like doom, upbraided him with this cruelty, 
and displayed to him these symbols of his crime. 
Somerset, indeed, though many actions of his life^ 
were exceptionable, seems in general to have merit* 
ed a better fate ; and the faults which he committed 
were owing to weakness, not to any bad intention. 
His virtues were better calculated for private than 
for public life; and by his want of penetration and 
firmness, he was ill fitted to extricate himself from 
those cabals and violences to which that age was so 
much addicted. Sir Thomas Arundel, Sir Michael 
Stanhope, Sir Miles Partridge, and Sir Ralph Vane, 
nil of them Somerset's friends^ were brought to 
their trial, condemned, and executed: Great injus- 
tice seems to have been used in their prosecution. 
Lord Paget, chancellor of the dutchy, was on some 
pretence tried in the star-chamber, and condemned 
in a fine of 6000 pounds, with the loss of his office. 

^ Hayward, p. 320, 521, 322. Stowe, p.^. HoHngshedf 
p. 1067. ' Haywardy p. 224, 33 J- 
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CHAP. To mortify him Urn more, he was degraded from the 
XXXV* order of the garter ; as unworthy^ on account of his 
*^' \ mean birth, to share that honour \ Lprd Rich, 
^^ chancellor, was also compelled to resign his office, on 
the discovery of some marks of friendship which he 
had shewn to Somerset. 
23d Jan. The day after the execution of Somerset, a ses- 
A parha- ^Q^ ^f parliament was held> in which £ard]ier ad- 
"*^"^' vances were made towards the establishment of the 
refonnatbn. The new liturgy was authorised ; and 
penalties were enacted against aU those who absent- 
ed themselves from public worship'. To use the 
mass had already been prohibited under severe pe* 
nalties; so that the reformers, it appears, whatever 
scope they had given to their own private judgment, 
in disputing the tenets of the ancient religion, were 
resolved not to allow the same privilege to others j 
and the practice, nay the very doctrine of toleration, 
was at that time equally unknown to all sects and 
parties. To dissent from the religion of the magis- 
trate, was universally conceived to be as criminal as 
to question his title, or rebel against his authority. 

A LAW was enacted against usury ; that is^ against 
tadbin^ any interest for money'. This act was the 
remains of ancient superstition ; but being found ex- 
tremely iniquitous in itself, as well as prejudicial to 
commerce, it was afterwards repealed in the twelfth 
of Elizabeth. The common rate of interest, notwith- 
standing the law, wa^ at this time 14 per cent ^ 

A BILL was introduced by the ministry into the 
house of lords, renewing those rigorous statutes of 
treason which had been abrogated in the b^pnning 
of this reign ; and though the peers, by thdr )iigh 
station, stood most exposed to these t^n^>est3 of 
state, yet had they so little regard to public^ecurityy 

«» Stawe» p. 608. ' 5 and 6 Edw. VI, c. |. » IWd. c. 20. 
' Haywardf p.3i8. 

or 
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or evai to their own true interest, th^t they passe4 CHAP; 
the bill with only one dissenting voice". But tht XXXV. 
commons rejected it, and prepared a new bill, diat '-^-"^ 
passed into a law, by Vhich it was enacted. That ***** 
whoever should call the King or any ' of his heirs, 
named in the statute of the 35th of the last reign, 
heretic, scMsmatic, tyrant, infidel, or usurper of 
the crown, should: forfeit, for the first offence, their 
goods and chattels, and be imprisoned during. plea- 
sure ; for the second, should mcur a pramunire ; for 
the third, ^ould be attainted for treason. But if 
any should unadvisedly utter such a slander in writ> 
ing, printing, painting, . carving, or graying, he 
was for the first offence to be held' a traitof '^. ,h 
may be worthy pf notice, that the King apd his next 
heir, the Lady Mary, were professedly of differejtit 
religions ; and religicms- which thr^w on each other 
the imputation of heresy, schism, idolatry, pro- 
ianeness, blasphemy, wickedness, and all the op- 
probrious epithets that religious zeal has invented. 
Jt was almost impossible, therefore, for the people, 
if diey spoke at 9II on these subjects, not to &U 
into the crime so severely planished by the statute ; 
and the jealousy of the commons fpr liberty,, though 
it led them tp reject the bill of treasc^s sent to them 
by the lords, aj^ars not to have been very active, vigi- 
lant, or clear 'Sighted. 

The commons annexed to this bill ja clause which 
was of more importance than the bill itself, that no 
one should be convicted of any kind of :treason un- 
less the crime were proved by the o^ths of two wit- 
nesses confronted with the prisoner. The lords for 
some time scrupled tp pass this clause^ though con- 
formable to the most obvious prindple^i of equity. 
But the meopkb^^of that house trusted for pror 
tection to their present personal interest and power, 

"^ Parliamentary Hist. vo). iii. p. 258. Burpet, vol. ii* jp. I$<D. 
'^5&6Edw.VI.c.«. 
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CHAP, and neglected the noblest and most permanent se« 

XXXV. curity, that of laws. 

'^^"^'■^ The house of peers pass^ a Wll, whose object 
'^^'' was making a provision for the poor ; but the com- 
mons, not chusing that a money-tsill should begin 
in the upper house, framed a new act to the same 
purpose. By this act the churchwardens were em- 
powered to collect charitable contributions; and if 
any refused to give, or dissuaded others firom that 
charity, the bishop of the diocese was empoweriad 
to proceed against them. Such large discretbnary 
powers intrusted to the prelates, seem as proper an 
object of jealousy as the authority assumed by the 
peers \ 

There was another occasion in which the parlia- 
ment reposed an unusual confidence in the bishops. 
They empowered them to proceed ^ against such as 
tieglected the Sundays and holidays ^ But these 
vrece unguarded concesaons granted tb the .church : 
The general humour of the age raAer led men to 
•bereave the ecclesiastics of all power, and even to 
|>illage them of thdr property : Many clergymen 
about this dme were obl^ed for a subsistence to turn 
carpenters or tailors, and some kept ale-houses*. 
The iMshops themselves were generally reduced to 
poverty, and held both their revenues and spiritual 
office by a very precarious and uncertain tenure. 

ToNSTAL^ Bishop of Durham, was one of the 
most eminent prelates of the age, still less in die 
dignity of his see, than for his own personal merit ; 
his learning, moderation, humsmity, and benefi- 
cence. He had oj^posed, l^ his vote and authority, 
all innovations in religion; but as soon as they 
were enacted, he had always submitted, and had 
confbnned to every theok)gical system which had 
be&i established. His known probky had made 
this compliance be ascribed, not to an interested or 

^ * ^ 8c6 £dw. VI. cap. i. ^ Ibid. cap. 5. * Bnmet, 

roL xi. p« 202. 
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time-serving ^irit, but to a sense of duty, which CHAP, 
led him to think, that all private opinion ought to XXXV. 
be sacrificed to the great concern of public peace ^— v—' 
and tranquillity. The general regard paid to his *^^*' 
character had protected him from any severe treat- 
ment during the administration of Somerset; but 
when Northumberhmd gained the ascendant, he 
was thrown into prison ; and as that rapacious noble-^ 
man had formed a design of seizing the revenues of 
the see of Durham, and of acquiring to himself a 
principality in the northern counties, he was resolved, 
m order to effect his purpose, to deprive Tonstal of 
ISs bishopric. A bill of attainder, therefore, on 
pretence of misprision of treason, was introduced mto 
the house of peers against the prelate ; and it passed 
with the opposidcm only of Lord Stourton, a zealous 
catholic, and of Cranmer, who always bore a cordial 
and sincere friendship to the Bishop of Durham. 
But when the bill was sent down to the commons, 
they required that witnesses should be examined, 
that Tonstal should be allowed to defend himself, 
and that he should be confronted with his accusers : 
And when these demands were refused, they rejected 
the bill. 

This equity, so unusual in the parliament dur* 
jng that age, was ascribed by Northumberland and ' 
his partisans, not to any regard for liberty and jus- 
tice, but to the prevalence of Somerset's faction in 
a house of commons, which, bang chosen during 
the administradon of diat nobleman, had heea almost 
entirely filled with his creatures. They were confirmed 
in this opinion, when they found that a bill, radfying 
the attainder jof Somerset and his accomplices, was 
also rejected Jby the commons, though it had 
passed die upper house. A resolution was therefore April 
taken to dissolve the parliament, which had sittea '5^^' 
dunng this whole reign ; and soon after to summon a 
new one. 

A A 3 NORTHUM- 
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CHAP. Northumberland, In order to insure to him- 
XXXV. self a house of eommoDs entirely obsequioiis to his 
* will, ventured on an expedient, \^hich could not 
have been practised, or even imagined, in an age 
where there was any idea or comprehension of li- 
berty; He engaged the King to write circular letters 
to all the sheriffs, in which he enjoined them to 
inform the freeholders, that they were required to 
choose men of knowledge and experience for their 
representatives. After this general exhortation, 
the King continued in these words: ** And' yet, 
*' hevertheless our pleasure is, that where our privy* 
" council, or any of them, shall, on our behatf, re- 
** commend within thdr jurisdiction men of learning 
•' and wisdom ; in such cases their directions shall be 
<< regarded and followed, as tending to the same end 
** which we desire ; that is, to have this assembly 
** composed of the persons in our realm the best 
" fitted to give advice and good counsel*/* Several 
letters were sent from the King, recommending mem- 
bers to particular counties, Sir Richard Cotton to 
Hampshire ; Sir William FItzwilKams and Sir Henrjr 
Nevil to Berkshire; Sir William Drury,' and Sir 
Henry Benningfield to Suffolk, &c. But though 
fiome counties only received this species of cong^ (Telire 
from the King ; the recommendations from the privy- 
council and the counsellors, we may fairly presume, 
would extend to the greater part, tf not to tne whole 
<^ the kingdom. 

It is remarkable that this attempt was made 
during the reign of a minor King, when tht royal 
authority k usually weakest; that it was patiently 
submitted to ; and that it gave so little umbrage as 
scarcely to be taken notice of by any historian. 
The painful and laborious collector above cited^ 
^o never omits the most trivial matter, is the only 

* Strype^t Ecclesiastical Memorials, toL il. p*394» 
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person that has thought this memorable letter worthy CHAP, 
of being transmitted to posterity. XXXV. 

The parliament answered Northumberland's ex- ~^~ -^ 
pectations. As Tonstal had in the interval been igj^^^* 
deprived of his bishopric in an arbitrary manner, by March. 
the sentence of lay commissioners appointed to try 
him, the see of Durham was by act of parliament 
divided into two bishoprics, which had certain por- 
tions of the revenue assigned them. The regalities of 
the see, which included the jurisdiction of a count 
palatine, were given by the ICing to Northumberland j 
nor is it to be doubted but that nobleman had also 
purposed to make rich plunder of the revenue, as 
was then usual with the courtiers whenever a 
bishopric became vacant. 

The commons gave the ministry another mark 
of attachment, which was at that time the most smf- 
cere of any, the most cordial, and the most difficult 
to be obtained : They granted a supply, of two sub^ 
sidies and two fifteenths.. To render this present 
the more acceptable, they voted a preamble, con- 
taining a long accusation of Somerset, " for in- 
** volving the King in wars, wasting his treasure, 
*' engaging him in much debt, embaang the coin, 
** and giving occasion for a most terrible rebels 
« UonV 

The debts of the crown were at this time c(Mi* 
siderable. The King had received from France 
400,000 crowns on delivering Boulogne; he had 
reaped profit from the sale of some chantry lands; 
the churches had been spoiled of all their plate and 
rich ornaments, which by a decree of council, with- 
out any pretence of law or equity, had been con- 
verted to the King's use "" : Yet such had been the 
rapacity of the courtiers, that the crown owed about 
300,000 pounds ^ ; and great dilapidations were at 

^ 7 Edw. VI. cap. 12. ^ Heylin, p. 95. 132. 

^ Strype's Ecclesiastical Mcmoriale, vol. ii. p. 344. 
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CHAP, the same time made of the royal demesnes. The 
XXXV. young Prince showed, among other virtues^ a di^xv 
"^ '~ ' dtion to frugality, which, had he lived, would soon 
'^^^* have retrieved these losses : But as his health was de- 
clining very fast, the present emptiness of the ex- 
chequer was a sensible obstacle to the execution of 
those projects which the ambition of Northumberland 
had founded on the prospect of Edward's approach- 
ing end. 
Sttccet- That nobleman represented to the Prince, whom 
~*^ youth and an infirm state of health mkde suscepti- 
«**"«*«• 5ie of any impression, that his two sisters Marv and 
Elizabeth, had both of them been declared illegiti- 
mate by act of parliament: And though Henry by 
his will had restored them to a place in the succes* 
sion, the nation would never sufa«:iit to see the 
dirone of England filled by a bastard : That they 
were the King's sisters by the half blood only ; and 
even if they were legitimate, could not enjoy the 
crown as his heirs and successors : That the Queen 
of Scots stood excluded by the late King's will ; and 
being an alien, had lost by law all right of inherit- 
ing ; not to mention, that as she was betrothed to 
the Dauphin, she would by her succession render 
England, as she had already done Scotland, a pro- 
vince to France: That the certain consequence of 
bis sister Mary's succession, or that of the Queen of 
Scots, was the abolition of the protestant religion, 
and the repeal of the laws enactcxl in favour of the 
reformation, and the re-establishmwt of the usurpa* 
lion and i4oIatry of the diurch of Rome: That, 
fortunately for England, the same order of succes- 
sk>n which justice required, was also the most con- 
formable to public interest; and there was not on 
any side any just ground for doubt or deliberation : 
That when these three Princesses were excluded by 
such solid reasons, the succession devolved on the 
Marchioness of Dorset, elder daughter of the French 
Queen and the Duke of Suffolk : That the next heir 

of 
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6f the Marchioness was the Lady Jane Gray, a lady C H AR 
of the most amiable character, accomplished by the XXXV. 
best education, both in literature, and religion; and ^jj7^ ~^ 
every way worthy of a crown : And that even if her 
title by blood were doubtful, which there was no 
just reason to pretend, the King was possessed of the 
same power that his father enjoyed, and might 
leave her the crown by letters patent. These rea- 
sonings made impr^on on the young Prince ; and 
above all, his zealous attachment to the protestant 
religion made him apprehend the consequences, if 
so bigotted a catholic as his sister Mary should 
succeed to the throne. And though he bore a ten- 
der affection to the Lady Elizabeth, who was liable 
to no such objection, means were found to persuade 
him that he lipuld not exclude the one sister on ac- 
count of illegitimacy, without giving also an exclu- 
sion to the other. 

Northumberland, finding that his arguments 
were likely to operate on the King, began to pre- 
pare the other parts of his scheme. Two Sons of 
the Duke of Suffolk by a second venter having died 
this season of the sweating sickness, that title was 
extinct ; and Northumberland engaged the King to 
bestow it on the Marquis of Dorset. By means of 
this favour, and of others which he conferred upon 
him, he persuaded the new Duke of Suffolk and the 
Dutchess to give their daughter, the Lady Jane,, in « 
marriage to his fourth son, the Lord Guildford 
Dudley. In order to fortify himself by farther al- 
liances, he n^otiated a marriage between the Lady 
Catherine Gray, second daughter of Suffolk, and 
Lord Herbert, eldest son of the Earl of Pembroke^ 
He also married his own daughter to Lord Hastings, 
eldest son of the Earl of Huntingdon % . These mar^^^^ 
riages were solemnised^ with great ppmp and festi* 
vity ; and the people, who hated Northumberland, 



* Heylin, p. 199. Stowe, p. 609. 
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CHAP, could nu forbear expressing their infdignation at see- 
XXXV. ing such public demonstrations of joy during the Ian- 
^ ^*^7^ gukhing state of the young Prince's health. 
'^*^* Edward had been seized in the foregoing year, 
first with die measles^ then with the small-pox ; but 
having perfectly recovered from both these distem- 
pers, the nation entertained hopes that they \i^uld 
cmly serve to confirm his health ; and he had after- 
wards made a progress through some parts of the 
The 'Idngdom. It was suspected that he had there over- 
^*"8'« Iieated himself in exercise : He was seized with a 
^"' cough, which proved obstinate, and gave way nd- 
ther to regime nor medicines : Several fatal synip* 
toms of a consumption appeared ; and though it was 
hoped, that as the season advanced his youth and 
temperance might get the better of tbm malady, men 
saw with great concern his bloom and vigour insen- 
sibly decay. The general attachment to the ydttog 
Prince, joined to the hatred borne the Dudleys, 
made it be remarked, that Edward had every mo- 
ment declined in health from the 'time that Lord 
Robert Dudley had been put about him in quality 
of gentleman of the bedchamber. 

The languishing state of Edward's health made 
Northumberland the more intent on the execution 
of his project. He removed all except his own 
emissaries firom about the King : He himself at* 
tended him with the greatest assiduity : He pre- 
tended the most anxious concern for his heahh and 
welfare: And by all these artifices he prevaikd on 
the young Prince to give his final consent to the 
settlement projected. Sir Edward Montague, chief 
justice of the Common Pleas, Sir John Baker and Sir 
. Thomas Bromley, two judges, with the attorney and 
solicitor-general, were summoned to the council; 
where, after the minutes of the intended deed were 
read to them, the King required thenv to draw 
them up in the form of letters patent. They hesi- 
tated to obey; and desired time to consider of it. 

The 
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The more thev refleeted the greater dsmger tiiey Crap. 
found in conlphance. The settlement of the cr<ywn XXXV.* 
by Henry VIII. hiid been nurde in consequence of an ^-vr*^ 
act of parliament ; and by another act» passed in iht ^5i i' 
beginning of this reign, it was declared treason in any 
of the heirs, their aiders or abettors, to attempt on 
the right of another, or change the order of sue** 
cession. The judges pleaded these reasons before 
the council, lliey Urged, that such a patent as ^(ras 
intended would be entirely invalid; that it Would 
subject, not only the judges who drew it, but every 
counsellor who signed it, to the pains of treason ;. 
and that the only proper expedient, both for giving 
sanction to the new settlement, and freeing its parti- 
sans from daneer, was to summon a pattiament, 
and to obtain the consent of that assembly. The 
Sang said, that he intended sAerwards to follcFW 
that method, and would call a parliament, in which 
he purposed to have his settlement ratified ; but in 
the mean time he required the judges, on theif alle*- 
gisAce, to draw the patent in the form required. 
The council told the judges that their refusal 
would subject sdl of them to the pains of treason* 
Northumbaiand gave to Montague the appellation 
of traitor ; and said that he would in his shirt fight 
any man in so just a cause as that of Lady J^e^s 
succession. The judges were reduced to great dif- 
ficulties between the dangers from the law, and^ 
those which arose from the violence of present power 
and authority ^ 

The arguments were canvassed in several diflperent 
mee&igs- betweeri the council and the judges ; and no 
solution could be found of the difficulties. At last 
Montague proposed aft expedient, Which satisfied 
both his brethren and the counsellors. He desired 
that a special commission should be passed by the 
Ring and council, requirmg the judges to draw a 



^ Fuller, book vnu {>.2. 
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CHAP, patent for the new settlemeat of the crown, and 
'XXXV. tliat a pardon should immediately after be granted 
^j^" _ them for any offence which they might Imve in- 
^ curred by their compliance. When the patent was 
drawn, and brought to the Bishop of £l]r chancellor, 
in order to have the great seal affixed to it, this pre- 
late required that all the judges diould previously 
sign it. Gosnald at first refused ; and it was with 
much difficulty that he was prevailed on, by the 
violent menaces of Northumberland, to comply ; but 
the constancy of Sir James Hdes, who, ^ough a 
zealous protestant, preferred justice on this occasbn 
to the prejudices of his party, could not be shaken 
by any expedient. The chancellor next required, for 
his greater security, that all the privy counsellors 
shoiud set their hands to the patent ^ The intrigues 
of 'Northumberland, or the fears of his violence, 
were so prevalent, that the counsellors complied with 
silt ^^ demand. Cranmer alone hesitated during some 
Jane. time, but at last yielded to the earnest and pathetic 
entreaties of the King ^. Cecil, at that time secre- 
tary of state, pretended afterwards that he only 
signed as witness to the King's subscription. And 
thus, by the King's letters patent, the two Princesses, 
Mary and Elizabeth, were set aside ; and the crown 
was settled on the bars of the Dutchess of Suffolk : 
For the Dutchess herself was content to give place to 
her daughters. 

After this settlement was made, with so naxky in- 
auspicious circumstances, Edward visibly declined 
every day; and small hopes were entertained of 
his recovery. To make matters worse, his phvsp 
cians were dismissed by Northumberland's advice^ 
and by an order of council; and he was put into 
the hsmds of an ignorant woman, who imdertook in 
a little time to restore him to his former state of 
health. After the use of h^ medicines, all the 

< Cian. Mem. p. 2oe. 
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bad symptoms increased to the most violent degree: CHAP» 
He felt a difficulty of speech and breathing ; his pulse XXXV. 
failed, his legs swelled, his colour became livid ; and ^"^'-^ 
many other symptoms appeared of his approaching end. ana^tth. 
He expired at Greenwich, in the sixteenth year of his 6tk July* 
age, and the seventh of his reign. 

All the English historians dwell with pleasure 
on the excellent qualities of this young Prince; 
whom the flattering promises of hope, joined to 
many real virtues, had made an object of tender af- 
fection to the public. He possessed mildness of 
dispodtion, application to study and busmess, a capa- 
city to learn and judge, and an attachment to eauity 
and justice. He seems only to have contracted, trom 
his education, and from the genius of the age in 
which he lived, too much of a narrow prepossession 
in matters of religbil, which made him inclme 
somewhat to bigotry and persecution : But as the bi- 
gotry of protestants, less governed by priests, lies un- 
der more restraints than that of cathohcs, the effects 
of this malignant quality were the less to be appre- 
hended if a longer life had beep granted to young 
Edward. 
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CHAR XXXVL 

MARY. 

Lady Jane Gray froclaimd Queen. — Deserted by the 
People. — The Queen proclaimed and acknowledged. 
— Nonkumberla7id executed. — CatBoUc Religion re- 
stored. — ji Parliament. — Deliberations with regard 
to the Queen* s Marriage. ^^Queen^s Marriage with 
Philip. — Wyafs Insurrection — Suppressed. — Execu- 
,tion of Lady Jane Gray. — A Parliament. — Philip* s 
Arrival in England. 

CHAP. TTHE title of the Princess Mary, after the de- 
XXXyi, X miseof her brother, was not exposed to any 
*^ ^^~ ' considerable difficulty; and the objections started 
by the Lady Jane's partisans were new and unheard 
of by the nation. Though all the protestants, and 
, even many of the catholics, believed the marriage of 
Henry VIIL with Catherine of Arragon to be unlaw- 
ftil and invalid ; yet, as it had be^ contracted by 
the parties without any criminal intention, had been 
avowed by their parent^, recognized by the nation, 
and seemmgly founded on those principles of law 
and religion which then prevailed, few imagined 
that their issue ought on that account to be re- 
garded as illegitimate. A declaration to that pur- 
pose had ind^ been extorted from parliament by 
the usual violence and caprice of Henry; but as 
that monarch had afterwards been induced to re- 
store his daughter to the right pf succession, her 
title was now become as le^ and parliamentary as 
lo ' it 
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it was ever esteemed just and natural. The public CHAP. 
had long been familiarised to these sentiments: XXXVL 
During all the reign of Edward, the Princess was ^- -y - '^ 
regarded as his lawful successqr: And though the ^^^3- 
protestants dreaded the effects of her prqudices, 
the extreme hatred universally entertained against 
the Dudleys^, who men foresaw would, under the 
name of Jane, be the real sovereigns, was more than 
sufEciept to counterbalance, even with that party, 
the attachment to religion. This last attempt to 
violate the order of succession, had di^layed Nor- 
thumberland's ambition and injustice in a full light ; 
and when the people reflected oa the long traiA 
of fraud, iniquity, and cruelty, by which that pro* 
iect had been conducted ; that the lives of the two 
Seymours, as well as the title of the Princesses, 
bad been sacrificed to it ; they were moved by in* 
dignation to exert themselves in opposition to such 
criminal .enterprises* The general veneration also 
paid to the memory of Henry VIIL prompted the 
nation to defend the rights of fais posterity f and the 
miseri^ q{ the ancient civil wars were not so en* 
tirely forgotten^ that men wer^ willing, by a de- 
parture from the lawful heir, to incur the danger of 
like bloodshed and confusion. 

N(HiTHUMBERLAKD, Sensible of the opposition 
which he must expect, had carefully concealed the 
destination n^de by the King ; ayd in order to bring 
the two Prince^es into his power, he had had the 
precaution to engage the council, before Edward'^ 
death, to write to them in that Prince's name de* 
suing tl^eir attendance, on pretence that; his infirn^ 
state of health required the assistance of their coun? 
sel^ and the consolation of their company \ Edward 
ezfMred before their arrival ; but Northumberland, 
in order to make the Princesses fall into the snare, 
kept the King's death still secret ; and the Lady 

s Skidan, lib. 25. ^Heylin, p.154. 
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CHAP. Mary had already reached Hoddesden, within half 
XXXVI. a day's journey of the court. Happily, the Earl of 
*^ ~^^ ^ Arundel sent her private intelligence both of her 
^^^}* brother's death and of the conspiracy formed against 
her^: She immediafelv made haste to retire; and 
she arrived,, by quicK journies, first at Kenning^ 
hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham in Sufiblk ; 
where she purposed to embark and escape to Flan- 
ders, in case she should find it impos^ble to defend 
her right of succession. -SK^ wrote letters to the 
nobility and most consideit^Ie gentry in every county 
in England ; eommanding^^^m to assist her in the 
defence of her crown and: ^p^rson. And she dis- 
patched a message totfte eelinicil, by which she no- 
tified to them that her b^btheir^ deatn Was no longer a 
secret to her, promised ^ttit p^don for past offences, 
and required them immediafdiy to give orders forjm)- 
claiming her in London ^ 

Northumberland found that farther dis^mula* 
don was fruitless: He went to Sion-house^^ ac- 
companied by the Duke of Sufiblk, the Earl of 
Pembroke, and others of the nobility ; and he ap- 
proached the Lady Jane, who resided there, with all 
the respect usually paid to the sovereign. Jane was in 
a great measure ignorant of these transactions ; and it 
was with equal grief and surprise that she received in- 
Lady telligence of them ""-• She was a lady of an amiable 
*^c person, an engaging disposition, accomplished parts ; 
^oclaim- ^^^ being of an equal age with the late King, she had 
ed Queen, received all her education with him, and seemed evea 
to possess greater facility in acquiring every part of 
manly and polite literature. She had attained a firnii- 
liar knowledge of the Roman and Greek languages, 
besides modern tongues ; had passed most of her 
tim^ in an application to learning ; and expressed a 
great indifference for other occupations and amuse- 

' Buroet, wL ii. p.233. ^ Fox, vol, iii. p. 14. 

'Thuaiius, lib. zui. c. 10. <" Godwin in Keonet, p^Stg^ 

Heylin, p. 149. ,Bumct, ToLii. p. 234. 
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ments usual with her sex and station. Roger As- CHAP, 
cham, tutor to the Lady Elizabeth, having one day XXXVI. 
paid her a visit, found her employed in reading '~ '^ ~^ 
Plato, while the rest of the family were engaged in '^^^* 
a party of hunting in the park ; andl^n his admiring 
the singularity of her choice, she told him that she 
received more pleasure from that author than the 
others could reap from all their sport and gaiety".- 
Her heart, full of this passion for literature and the 
elegant arts, and of tenderness towards her husband, 
who was deserving of her aflfections, had never 
opened itself to the flattering allurements of ambi- 
tion; and the intelligence of her elevation to the 
throne was nowise agreeable to her. She even re- 
fused to accept of the present ; pleaded the prefer- 
able title of the two Princesses ; expressed the dread 
of the consequences attending aii enterprise so dan- 
gerous, not to say so cAminal; and desired to re- 
main in the private' station in which she was born. 
Overcome at last by the entreaties rather than the 
reasons of her father and father-in-law, and above all 
of her husband, she submitted to their will, and was 
prevailed on to relinquish h^r own judgment. It was 
then usual for the Kings of England, after their ac- 
cession, to pass the first days in the Tower; and 
Northumberland immediately conveyed thither the 
new sovereign. All the counsellors were obliged 
to attend her to that fortress; and by this means 
became in reality prisoners in the hands of Northum- 
berland } whose will they were necessitated to obey. 
Orders were given by the council to proclaim Jane 
throughout the kingdom ; but these orders were exe- 
cuted only in London and the neighbourhood. No 
applause ensued : The* people heard the proclamation 
with silence and cgncem : Some even expressed their 
scorn and contempt ; and one Pot, a vintner's appren- 
tice, was severely punished for this offence. The pro- 

" Ascham's Works, p. 222, 223. 
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CHAP. te8tant teachers themselves, who were employed to 

XXXVI. convince the people of Jane's tkle, fomid their elo>* 

*^ ~^^ -' quence fruitless ; and Ridley, Bishop of London, who 

'^^^* preached a sermon to that purpose, wrought no effect 

upon his audience. 

The people of Suffolk, meanwhile, paid their at- 
tendance on Mary. As they were much attached to 
the reformed communion, they could not forbear, 
amidst their tenders of duty, expressing apprehensions 
for their religion ; but wh^ she assured them that she 
never meant to change the laws of Edward, they in- 
listed themselves in her cause with zeal and affection. 
The nobility and gentry daily flocked to her, and 
brought her reinforcement. The Earls of Bath and 
Sussex, the eldest sons of Lord Wharton and Lord 
Mordaunt, Sir William Drury, Sir Henry Benning- 
field. Sir Henry Jemegan, persons whose interest lay 
. in the neighbourhood, appeared at the head of thdr 
tenants and retainers ^ Sir Edward Hastings, brodier 
to the Earl of Huntingdon, haying received acoimnis* 
sion from the council to make levies for the Lady Jane 
in Buckinghamshire, carried over his troops, which 
amounted to four diousand men, and joined Mary. 
Even a fleet which had been sent by Northumber* 
land to lie off the coast of Suffolk, bemg forced into 
Yarmouth by a storm, was engaged to declare for that 
Princess. 

Northumberland, hitherto blinded by ambition, 
saw at last the danger gather round him, and knew 
not to what hand to turn himself. He had levied 
forces which were assembled at London ; but dread- 
ing the cabals of the courtiers and counsellors, whose, 
compliance he knew had been entirely the result of 
fear or artifice, he was resolved to keep near the per* 
spn of the Lady Jane, and sent Suffolk to command 
the army. But the counsellors who wished to re- 
move him p, working on the filial tenderness of Jane, 

® Heyliot p. i6o, Burnet, vol. ii. p. 237. p Godwin^ p, 330. 
Heylin, p. 159. Burnet, vol. ii\ 239. Fox, vol. iii. P..15. 
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magnified to her the c^ger to which her father would CH A P. 
be exposed ; and rq)re$ented that Northumberland, XXXVL 
who had gained reputation by formarly suppressing a ^■■■^y*— ^ 
rebellion m those parts was more proper to command '^^^' 
in that enterprise. The Duke himself, who knew the 
slender-capacity of Suflfolk, b^^ to think that none 
but himself was able to encounter the present danger ; 
and he agreed to take on him the command of the 
troops. The coimsellors attended on him at his de- 
parture widi the highest protestations of attachment, 
and none more than Arundel his mortal enemy \ As 
he went along, he remarked the disaffection of the 
people, which foreboded a fatal issue to his ambi- 
tious hopes, " Many,*' ssdd he to Lord Gray, ** come 
«< out to 'look at us, but I find not one who cries, 
" God speed you' r 

The Duke had no sooner reached St. EdmundV 
bury, than he found his army, which did not exceed 
six thousand men, too weak to encounter the 
Queen^s*, which amounted to double the number. 
He wrote to the council, desiring diem to send him a 
rein&rcement ; and the counsellors immediately laid 
hold of the opportunity to free themselves from 
confinement. They left the Tower, as if they meant Lady 
to execute Northumberland's commands ; but being ^*°®^^ 
assembled in Baynard's castle, a house belonging to ^^^^ T 
Pembrc^e, they deliberated concerning the method of people, 
shaking off his usurped tyranny. Arundel began the 
omference, by representing the injustice aiid cruelty 
of Northumberland, the exorbitancy of his ambition, 
the criminal enterprise which he had projected, and 
the guilt in which he had involved the whole coun- 
cil; and he affirmed, that the only method of 
making aton^nent for then* past offences, was by 
a speedy rQturn to the duty which they owed to their 
IdLwfal sovereign'. This motion was seconded by 

« Heylin, p. i6l. Baker, p. 315. Holingshed, p. 1086. 
' Speed, p.8i6. * Godwin^ P-SS*^ ' Oodwin, p-SSt, 

3^2. Thuanus, lib. xiii. 
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CH A P^^ Pembroke who, clappmg his ha^d to his sword, swore 
XXXVI. he was ready to fight any man that expressed himself 
^'"r'—'-' Qf a contrary sentmient. The mayor and aldermen 
'^^*' of London were immediately sent for, who disco- 
vered great alacrity in obeying the orders they re- 
ceived to proclaim Mary, The people expressed 
their approbation by shouts of applause. Even Suf- 
folk, who commanded in the Tower, finding re- 
sistance fruitless, opened the gates, and declared for 
the Queen. The Lady Jane, after the vain pageantry 
of wearing a crown during tea days, returned to a 
private life with more satisfaction than, she £dt when 
the royalty was tendered to her "* : And the mess^i- 
gers who were sent to Northumberland with orders 
to lay down his arms,.found that he had despaired 
of success, was deserted by all his followers, and 
had already proclaimed the Queen, with extericw 
marks of joy and satisfiiction ''• The peq)le every 
The where, on the Queen's approach to London, gave 
Q»***°. sensible expressions of their loyalty and attachment. 
Kd^". ^d *^ ^^y Elizabeth met her at the head of 
know- a thousand horse, which that Princess had levied 
ledged. in order to support their joint title against the 
usurper \ 

The Queen gave orders for taking into custody 
the Duke of Northmnberland, who fell on his knees 
to the Earl of Arundel that arrested him, and ab- 
jectly begged his life ^. At the same time were com- 
mitted the Earl of Warwic, his eldest son. Lord Am- 
brose and Lord Henry Dudley, two of his younger 
sons. Sir Andrew Dudley, his brother, the Marquis 
of Northampton, the Earl of Huntingdon, Sir Tlio- 
mas Palmer, and Sir John Gates. The Queen after- 
wards confined the Duke of Suffolk, Lady Jane 

" Godwin, p.332. Thuanus, lib. xiii. c. 2. ' ^ Stowe* 

p.6i2. * Burnet, ▼ol.ii. p. 24X>. Heylin, p.i9, Stowe, 

p,6i3. J^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 239. Stowe, p. 61 2. Baker* 

p. 3 15. Holingshed, p. 1088. ^ 
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Gray, and Lord Guilford Dudley. But Mary was CHAP, 
desirous, in the beginning of her reign, to acquire XXXVI. 
popularity by the appearance of clemency ; and be- ''* — *^*-*^ 
cause !the counsellors pleaded constraint as an excuse '^^^* 
for their treason, she extended her pardon to most of 
them. SuflFolk himself recovered his liberty ; and 
he owed this indulgence in a great measure to the 
contempt entertained of his capacity. But the guilt 
of Northumberland was too great, as well as his 
ambition and courage too dangerous, to permit him 
to entertain any reasonable hopes of life. When 
brought to his trial, he only desired permission to 
ask two questions of the peers appointed to sit on 
his jury ; whether a man could be guilty of treason 
that obeyed orders given him by the council under 
the great seal ? and whether those who were involved 
in the same guilt with himself could sit as his judges ? 
Being told that the great seal of an .usurper was 
no authority, and that persons not lying under any 
sentence of attainder were still innocent in the eye 
of the law, and might be admitted on any jury ^ ; he 
acquiesced, and pleaded guilty. At his execution,' 22dAug. 
he made profession of the catholic religion, and North- 
told the people that they never would enjoy tran- ]^^l' 
quilUty till they returned to the faith of their an- cuted. 
cestors: Whether that such were his real senti- 
ments, which he had formerly disguised from inte- 
rest and ambition, or that he hoped by this declara- 
tion to render the Queen more favourable to his 
family S Sir Thomas Palmer and Sir John Gates 
suiSFered with him ; and this was all the blood spilled 
on iaccount of so dangerous and criminal an enter- 
prize against the rights of the sovereign. Sentence 
vras pronounced against the Lady Jane and Lord 
Guilford; but without any present intention of 

* Burnet, vol. ii. p.243« Heylin, p.i8< Baker, p. 31 6. 

Holingshed, p. 1089. * Heylin, p. 1 9. Burnet, vol. iii. 
p. 243. Stowe, p;6i2. 
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C HAP. putting it in execution. The youth and innocence c£ 
XXXVI. the persons, neither of whom had reached their se* 
"^ -"'-^ venteenth year, pleaded sufficiently in their favour. 
'553* When Mary first arrived in the Tower, the .Duke 
of Norfolk, who had been detained prisoner during 
- all the last reign ; Courtney, son of the Marquis of 
Exeter, who, without being charged with any crime, 
had been subjected to the same punishment ever since 
his father's attainder ; Gardiner, Tonstal, and Bon« 
ner, who had been confined for their adhering to the 
catholic cause, appeared before her and implored her 
clemency and protection ^. They were all of them 
restored to their liberty, and immediately admitted to 
her confidence and favour. Norfolk's attainder, not* 
withstanding that it had passed in parliamait, was 
represented as null and invalid; because, among 
other informalities, no fecial matter had been al- 
leged against him, except wearing a coat of arms 
which he and his ancestors without giving any of* 
fence had always made use of, in the face of the court 
and of the whole nation. Courtney soon after re- 
ceived the title of Earl of Devonshire ; and though 
educated in such close confinement, that he was al* 
together unacquainted with the world, he soon ac« 
quired all the accomplishments of a courtier and a 
gentleman, and made a considerable figure during 
the few years which, he lived after he recovered' 
his liberty'': Be^es performing all those popular 
acts, which, though they only affected individuals, 
were very acceptable to the nation, the Qu^ea endea- 
voured to ingratiate herself with the public, by 
granting a general pardon, though with some ^x* 
cq)tions, and by remitting the subsidy voted to her 
brother by the last parliament \ ' 

The joy arismg from the succession of the lawful 
heir, and from the gracious demeanour of the sove- 

'"»HeyKn,p.20. Stowe, p.6i3, Halingshed, p.io88, 
* Depeches de NoaiUes, voK ii. p, 246* a47, 
'i Stowe, p. 616. 
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reign, hindered not the people from, beinjg a^tated CHAP, 
ifith great anxiety ccmceming the state ot rehgionj XXXVI. 
and as the bulk of the nation inclined to the pro- ^— "-v— ^ 
testant communion, the apprehensions entertained '^^^* 
concerning the principles and prejudices of the new 
Queen were prefty general. The legitimacy of 
Mary's birth had appeared to be somewhat con- 
nected with the papal authority; and that Princess, 
being educated with her mother, had imbibed the 
strongest attachment to the catholic communion, 
and the highest aversion to those new tenets, whence 
she believed all the misfortunes of her family had 
originally sprung. The discouragements which 
she lay under from her father,, though at last they 
brought her to comply wTth his will, tended still 
more to increase her disgust to the reformers ; and 
the vexations which the Protector and the council 
gave her during Edward's reign, had no" other ef- 
fect than to confirm her farther in her prejudices. 
Naturally of a sour and obstinate temper, and 
irritated by contradiction and misfortunes, she pos- 
sessed all the qualities fitted to compose a bi^ot ; and 
her extrente ignorance rendered her utterly mcapable 
of doubt in her own belief, or of indulgence to the 
opinions of others. The nation therefore had. great 
reason to dread not only the abolition, but the per- 
secution of the established religion from the zeal of 
Mary ; and it^ was not long ere she discovered her 
intaitions. 

Gardiner, Bonner, Tonstal, Day, Heath, and Ca5h<)lic 
Vesey, were reinstated in their sees, either by a di- jifg^^j^"^^ 
rect act of power, or what is nearly the same, by 
the sentence of commissioners appointed to review 
their trial and condemnation. Though the bishopric 
of Durham had been dissolved by authority of par. 
liament, the Queen erected it anew by letters pa- 
tent, and replaced Tonstal in his regalities as well 
as his revenue. On pretence of discouraging con- * 

B B 4 troversy. 
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CHAP, troversy, she ^lenced, by an act of prerogative, all 
XXXVI. the preachers throughout England, except such as 
^ ~^~>-^ should obtain a particular licence ; and it was easy 
'^^^' to foresee that none but the catholics would be fa- 
voured with this privilege. Holgate, Archbishop 
of York, Coverdale, - Bishop of Exeter, Ridley of 
London, and Hooper of Glocester, were thrown 
into prison ; whither old Latimer also was sent soon 
after. The zealous bishops and priests were en- 
couraged in their forwardness to revive the mass, 
though contrary to the present laws. Judge Hales, 
who had discovered such constancy in defending the 
Queen's title, lost all his merit by an opposition to 
, those illegal practices ; and being committed to cus- 
tody, was treated with such severity, that he fell 
into frenzy, and killed himself. The men of Suf- 
, folk were brow-beaten; because they presumed to 
plead the promise which the Queen, when they in- 
listed themselves in her service, had given them of 
maintaining the reformed religion : One in particu- 
lar was set in the pillory, because he had been too 
peremptory in recalling to her memory the engage- 
ments which she had taken on that occasion, and 
though the Queen still promised ui a public decla- 
ration before the council, to tolerate those who dif- 
fered from her, men foresaw that this engagement, 
like the former, would prove but a feeble security 
when set in opposition to religious prejudices. 

The merits of Cranmer towards the Queen dur- 
ing the reign of Henry had been considerable ; and 
he had successfully employed his good offices in 
mitigating the severe prejudices which that monarch 
had entertained against her. But the active part 
which he had borne in promoting her mother's di- 
vorce, as well as in conducting the reformation, had 
made him the object of her hatred ; and though 
Gardiner had been equally forward in soliciting and 
defending the divorce, he had afterwards made suf- 
ficient 
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ficient atonement by his suflFerings in defence of the CHA F. 
catholic cause. The Primate, therefore, had rea- XXXVr. 
son to expect little favour during the present jreign ; ^ .'^ ~^ 
but it was by his own indiscreet zeal that he brought '^^^' 
on himself the first violence and persecution. A 
report being spread, thrf'^Cranmer, in order to pay 
court to the Queen, had promised to officiate in the 
Latin service, the Archbishop, to wipe off this as- 
persion, published a manifesto in his own defence. 
Among other expressions, he there said, that as the 
devil was a liar from the beginning, and the father 
of lies, he had at this time stirred up his servants to 
persecute Christ and his true religion : That this 
infernal spirit now endeavoured to restore the Latin 
satisfactory masses, a thing of his own invention 
and device ; and in order to effect his purpose, had 
falsely made use of Cranmer's name and authority : 
And that the mass is not only without foundation, 
dther in the Scriptures or in the practice of the 
primitive church, but likewise discovers a plain 
contradiction to antiquity and the inspired writings, 
" and is besides replete with many horrid blasphe- 
mies ^ On the publication of this inflammatory pa- 
per, Cranmer was thrown into prison, and was tried 
for the part which he had acted in concurring with 
the Lady Jane, and opposing the Queen's accession. 
Sentence of high treason was pronounced against 
him ; and though his guilt was shared with the whole 
privy council, and was even less than that of the 
greater part of them, this sentence, however severe, 
must be allowed entirely legal. The execution of it, 
however, did not follow, and Cranmer was reserved 
for a niore cruel punishment. 

Peter Martyr, seeing a persecution gathering 
against the reformers, desired leave to withdraw «; 

f Fox, vol. iii. p. 94. Heylin, p. 25. Godwin, p. 336. ' 
Burnet, vol. ii. Col. N° 8. Cranin. Mem. p«305. Thuanus,- 
lib* xiii. c. 3. 

< Heylin, p. 26. Godwin, p. 336. Cranm. Mem. p. 3 17. 
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CHAP, and while some zealous catholics moved for lus 
XXXVI. commitment, Gardiner both pleaded that he had 
'^"-^ ~ come over by an invitation frpm the government, 
'5^3' gjjj generously furnished him with supplies for his 
journey : But as bigotted zeal still increased, his 
wife's body, which had been interred at 0:dbrd, 
was afterwards dug up by public orders, and buried 
in a dimghilP. The bones of Bucer and Fagius, 
two foreign reformers, were about the same time 
committed to the flames at Cambridge ^ John a 
Lasco Was first silenced, then* ordered to depart the 
kingdom with his congregation. The greater part 
of the foreign protestants followed him ; and the nation 
thereby lost many useful hands for arts and manufac- 
tures. Several English protestants also took shelter 
in foreign parts ; and every thing bore a dismal aspect 
for the reformation. 
5th Oct. During this revolution of the court, no protec* 
A parlia- tJon was expected by protestants from the parUa- 
"^"^' ment, which was summoned to assemble. A zeal- 
ous reformer " pretends, that great violence and ini- 
quity were used in the elections ; but besides that 
the authority of this writer is inconsiderable, that 
practice, as the necessities of government seldom 
required it, had not hitherto been often employed 
in England. There still remained such numbers de- 
voted by opinion or affection to many principles of 
the ancient religion, that the authority of the crown 
was able to give such candidates the prdFerence in 
most elections ; and all those who hesitated to com- 
ply with the court religion, rather declined taking a 
seat, which while it rendered them obnoxious ta the 
Queen, could afterwards aflford them no protection 
against the violence of prerogative. It soon ap- 
peared, therefore, that a majority of 'the commons. 

** Heylin, p. 26. > Saunders de Schism. Anglic. 

^ Beale. But Fox, who lived at the time, and is very minute 
in his narratives, says nothing of the matter. See vol. iii. p. 16. 
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irouM be obsequious to Mary's de^gm ; and as the c HA P, 
peers were mostly attached to the court, from in- XXXVI. 
^erest or expectations, little opposition was expected *- """ -^ 
from that quarter. '**'* 

In opening the parliament, the court showed a 
contempt of the laws, by celebrating before the two 
houses a mass of the Holy Ghost in the Latin 
tongue, attended with all the ancient rites and cere- 
monies, though abolished by act of parliament ^ 
Taylor, Bishop of Lincoln, l^viug refused to knee} v- 
at this service, was severely handled, and was vio- 
lently thrust out of the house \ The Queen, how- 
ever, still retained the title of supreme head of the 
churdi of England ; and it was generally pretended, 
that the intention of the court was only to restore 
religion to the same condition in whiqh it had been 
left by Henry ; but that the other abfises of popery, 
which were the most grievous to the nation, would 
never be revived. 

The first bill passed by the parliament was of a 
popular nature, and abolished every species of trea- 
son not contained in the statute of Edward III. and 
every species of felony that did not subsist before 
the first of Henry VIII. ° The parliament next de- 
clared the Queen to be legitimate, ratified the mar- 
riage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, annulled 
the divorce pronounced by Cranmer% whom they 
greatly blamed on that account. No mention, 
however, is made of the Pope's authority, as any 
ground of the marriage. All the statutes of King 
Edward, with regard to relidon, were repealed by 
one vote K The attainder of the Duke of Norfolk 
was reversed; and this act of justice was more rea- 

^ Foxj vol. iii. p. 19. "^ Burnet^ voK ii. p. 252. 

" Marias, sess. i. c. i. By this repeal* though it was in gene- 
ral popular, the clause of 5 and 6 Edw. VI. c. 1 1. was lost, which 
required the confronting of two witnesses, in order to prove any 
treason. ^ Mariae, sess. ii. c. i. Pi Mariae, sess. ii. c. i. 
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CHAP, sonable than the declaring of that attainder invafid 

XXXVI. without farther authority. Many clauses of the riot 

*^ j7^ act passed in the late reign were revived : A step 

'*^'* which eluded in a great measure the popular statute 

exacted at the first meeting of parliament. 

NoTwrrHSTANDiNG the compliance of the two 
houses with the Queen's inclinations, they had still 
a reserve in certain articles ; and her choice of a 
husband in particular was of such importance to 
national interest, that they were determined not to 
submit tamely in that respect to her will and plea- 
sure. There were three marriages % concerning 
which it was supposed that Mary had deliberated 
after her accession. The first person proposed to 
her was Courtney, Earl of Devonshire, who being 
an Englishman nearly allied to the crown, could 
not hS of being acceptable to the nation ; and as 
he was of an engaging person and address, he had 
visibly gained on the Queen's affections % and hints 
were dropped him of her favourable dispositions 
towards hun*. But that nobleiban neglected these 
overtures, and seemed rather to - attach himself to 
the Lady Elizabeth, whose youth and agreeable 
conversation he preferred to all the power and 
grandeur of her sister. This choice occasioned a 
great coldness in Mary towards Devonshire; arid 
made her break out in a declared animosity against 
Elizabeth. The ancient quarrel between their 
mothers had sunk deep into the malignant heart of 
the Queen ; and "after the declaration made by 
parliament in favour of Catherine's marriage, she 
wanted not a pretence for representing the birth 
of her sister as illegitimate. The attachment of 
Elizabeth to the reformed religion offended Mary's 
bigotry ; and as the yoimg Princess had made some 
difficulty in disguising her sentiments, violent me- 

« Thuan. lib. ii. c. 3. ^ Depeches de NoailleSy voL ii. 

p. 147, 163. a J4, 215, vol. ill. p.27. » Godwioi p. 339. 
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Daces had been employed to bring her to compli^ CHAP- 
ance '. But when die Queen found that Elizabeth XXXVI- 
had obstructed her views in a point which perhaps *— *v— ' 
touched her still more nearly, her resentment, ex- ^^^^* 
cited by pride, no longer knew any bounds ; and 
the Pjrincess was visibly exposed to the greatest 
danger "» 

Cardinal Pole, whQ had never taken priests' 
orders, was another party proppsed to the. Queen ; 
and there appeared many reasons to induce her to 
make choice of this prelate. The high character 
of Pole for virtue and humanity ; the great regard 
paid him by the. catholic church, of wmch he had 
nearly reached the highest dignity on the death of 
Paul III. ^ i the Queen's aflfection for the Countess of 
Salisbury, his mother, who had once been her go- 
verness ; the violent animosity to which he lud 
been exposed on account of ms attachment to the 
Romish conununion; all these considerations had 
a powerful influence on Mary. But the cardinal 
was now in the decline of life; and having con* 
tracted habits of study and retirement, he was re* 
presented to her as unqualified for the bustle of a 
court and the hurry of business ""• The Queen, 
therefore, dropped all thoughts of that alliance: 
But as she entertained a great regard for Pole's 
wisdom and virtue, she still intended to reap the 
benefit of his counsel in the administration of her 
government. She secretly entered into a negotia- 
tion with Commendone, an agent of Cardinal Dan* 
dino, legate at Brussiels ; she sent assurances to the 
Pope, then Julius III. of her earnest desire to reconcile 
herself and her kingdoms to the holy see ; and she 
desired that Pole might be appointed legate for the 
performance of that pious oflice ^ 

' Dep, de Noailles, voL ii. passim. ** Heylin, p. 3 1, 

furnety vol. ii. p. 255. ^ Father Paul, book iit. 

* Heylin, p. 31* ^ Burnet, toI. ii. p. 258. 
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CiHAP. These two marriages being rejected, the Queen 
XXXVl. cast her eye towards the Emperor's family, from 
^"-""'T^'^ which her mother was descended, and which dur- 
^^^3* iug her own distresses had always afforded her 
countenance and protection. Charles V. who a 
few years before was almost absolute master of 
Germany, had exercised his power in such an ar- 
bitrary manner, that he gave extreme disgust to the 
nation, who apprehended the total extinctk>n of 
their liberties from the encroachments of that mo- 
narch*. Religion had. served him as a pretence for 
his usurpatk)ns; and from the same prinpiple he 
met with that opposition which overthrew his gran- 
deur and dashed all his ambitious hopes. Maurice, 
Elector of Saxony, enraged that the Landgrave of 
Hesse, who, by his advice and on his assurances, had 
put himself into the Emperor's hands, should be 
unjustly detained a prisoner, formed a secret con- 
spiracy among the protestant Princes ; and cover- 
ing Im intentions with the most artful disguises, he 
suddenly marched his forces against Charles, and 
narrowly missed becoming itiaster of his person. 
The protestants flew to arms in every quarter ; and 
their m$urrection, aided by an invasion trom France, 
reduced the Emperor to such difficulties that he was 
obliged to submit to terms of peace, which insured 
the independency of Germany. To retrieve his 
honour he made an attack on France ; and laying 
siege to Mentz with an army of a hundred thousand 
men, he conducted the enterprise in person, and 
seemed determined at all hazards to succeed in an 
undertaking which had fixed the ' attention of Eu- 
rope. But the Duke of Guise who defended Mentz, 
with a garrison composed of the bravest nobility of 
France, exerted such vigilance, conduct, and va- 
lour, that the siege was protracted to the depth of 
winter } and the Emperor found it dangerous to 

* Thuanus, lib. iv. c. 1 7. 
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persevere any longer. He retired with the remains of c HAP. 
his army into the Low Countries, much dejected with XXXVI. 
diat reverse of fortune which in his declining years bid - ^-■-' 
so fatally overtaken him. '^^5' 

No sooner did Charles hear of the death of Ed- 
ward and the accession of his kinswoman Mary to 
the crown of England, than he formed the scheme 
of acquiring that kingdom to his £simily ; and he 
hoped by this incident to balance all the losses 
which he had sustained in Germany. His son 
Philip was a widower ; and though he was only 
twenty-seven years of age, eleven years younger 
than the Queen, this objection it was thought would 
be overlooked, and there was no reason to d^pair 
of her still having a numerous issue. The Em- 
peror, therefore, immediately sent over an agent to 
signify his intentions to Mary, who, pleased with 
the support of so powerful an alliance, and glad 
to unite herself more closely with her mother's 
family, to which she was ever strongly attached, 
readily embraced the proposal. Norfolk, Arundel, 
and Paget, gave their advice for the match : And 
Gardiner, who was become piime minister, and 
who had been promoted to the office of chancellor, 
finding how Mary's inclinations lay, seconded the 
project of the Spanish alliance. At the same time 
he represented both to her and the Emperor, the 
necessity of stopping all ferther inno^tions in re- 
ligion, till the completion of the marriage. He 
observed that the parliament amidst all their com- 
pliances had discovered evident symptoms of jea- 
lousy, and 'seemed at present determined to grant 
no farther concessions in favour of the catholic re- 
ligion : That though they might make a sacrifice 
to their sovereign of some speculative principles 
which they did not well comprehend, or of some 
rites which seemed not of any great moment, they 
had imbibed such strong prejudices against the 
pretended usurpations and exactions of the court of 

Rome, 
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CHAP. Rome, that they would with great difficulty be again 
XXXVI. brought to submit to its authority : That the danger 
^~ ^'-'"^ -^ of resuming the abbey lands would alarm the nobility 
'^^5* and gentry, and induce them to encourage the 
prepossessions which were but too general among 
the people, against the doctrine and worship of the 
catholic church : That much pams had been taken 
to prdudice the nation against the Spanish alliance ; 
and ir that point were urged at the same time with 
farther changes in religion, it would hazard a 
f general revolt and insurrection: That the marriage 
being once completed, would give authority to the 
Queen V measures, and enable her afterwards to for- 
ward the pious work in which she was engaged : And 
that it was even necessary previously to reconcile the 
people to the marriage, by rendering the conditions 
extremely fiivourable to the Eiiglisn, and such as 
would seem to ensure to them their independency, 
and the entire possession of their ancient laws and 
privileges'. ' 

The Emperor, well acquainted with the prudence 
and experience of Gardiner, assented to all these 
reasons ; and he endeavoured to temper the zeal of 
Mary, by representing the necessity of proceeding 
♦gradually in the great work of converting the nation. 
Hearing that Cardinal Pole, more sincere in his re- 
ligious opinions,, and less guided by the maxims of 
human polic]^, after having sent contrary advice to 
the Queen, had set out on his journey to England, 
where he was to exercise his legatine commission; 
he thought proper to stop him at Dillinghen, a 
town on the Danube ; and he afterwards obtained 
Mary's consent for this detention. The negotia- 
tion for the marriage meanwhile proceeded apace; 
. and Mark's intentions of espousing Philip became 
gaierally known to the nation. The Commons, 
who hoped that they had gained the Queen by the 

* Burnet, vol. ii. p. 261. 
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toiMte^ibns wHc^ they jbad akeady made, vr&^ OHAP. 
farmed to hear that she was revived to tonttact a XXXVI* 
fomgn aliiance; and they sent a committee to re^ ^-— v— -^ 
monstrate in strong terms agaifmt that dbmgerous ^|/De'c* 
measure. To prevent iFarther applicadonii of the 
«ame kind^ she thought proper to dissolve tlie par* 
liamentb 

A coNTOCATiON had been Isummcmlsd at ih€ i^one 
time vnth the parliament ; and the majdcity here 
also appeared to be of the court religion. An offisf 
Was very frankly made by tlie JR^omani^ to dispute 
-iK^ncerning the pdnts controverted betiween the two 
tommunions ; and as transubstandation iisiras the ardU 
tie which of all others they Ae^med the ciearett ; and 
founded on the most irresisdhle arg^oienfe, ithey 
chose to try their straigrh by^drfioading k. Ti^ 
prote^ants pushed the dilute as far as the clamour 
and noise of their antagonists would perti^ ; aofi 
they fondly imagined that they had obtained some 
advantage, when in the Course of the debate they 
obhged the catholics to avow that, according to tfaeif 
doctrine, Christ had in his last supper held himself 
in his hand, and had swallowed and eaten .himsdfV 
This triumph^ however, was eoni^ed only to the||> 
own party : . The Romanists maintained, that their < 
champions had cleady the better of the day ; tl^; 
their adversaries were blind and obstmate heretics ; 
that nothing but the most extreme depravity of hean 
could induce mai to contest spch self-evident piia* 
eiples; and that the severest punishments were doe 
to their perverse wickedness. So pleased wece they 
ivith their sup^iority in this favourite point, that 
they soon aft«r renewed the dispute at Oxford ; 
imd to show thfit they feaied no force of leamii^ 
jor abilities, where reason was so ^vid^ntly on their 
side, they sent thither Cranmer, Ladm^, and Rid* 
ley, tmder a guard, to try whether these renowned 
controversialists could And any appearance of argu- 

• Collier, vol. iu p. 356. Fox, tol, iii^p, 33* 
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CHAP, nicnt to defend their baffied principles \ The issue 

XXXVI. of the debate was very SifFerent from what it ap- 

^- "^ —^ peared to be a. few years before, in a famous coa- 

^^^^' ference held at the same place during the reign of 

Edward. 

After the parliament and convocation were dis- 
1554- missed, the new laws with regard to religion, though 
they had been anticipated in most places by the zeal 
of the catholics, countenanced by government, were 
^1 more openly put in execution: The mass was 
every where re-established ; and marriage was de- 
clared to be incompadhle with any spiritual office. 
It has been asserted by some writers, that three 
fourths of the clergy ^ere at this time deprived o£ 
their livings; though other historians, more accu- 
rate % have estimated the number of sufferers to be 
fur short of this proportion. A visitation was ap- 
pointed, in order to restore more perfectly the mass 
-and the ancient. rites. Among other ardk:Ies, the 
commissioners were enjoined to forbid the oath of 
:suprem]acy to be taken by the clergy on their re- 
•criving any benefice**. It is to be observed, that this 
«oath had been established by the laws of Henry VUL 
tprhich were still in force. 

" This violent >^ and sudden change of religion in- 

Queen's spired the protestants with great discontent; and 

mamage even affected indifferent spectators with concern, by 

piiilip. '^^^ hardships to which so many individuals were on 

that account exposed. But the Spanish match was 

a pdnt of more general concern j and diffused uni- 

veirsal apprehensions for the liberty and imlepend* 

.ence c^ the nation.. To obviate all clamour, the 

articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as 

possible for the interest and securky, and even gran- 

deur of England. It was a^eed that though Philip 

should have the title of Kii^, tixe administration 

^^ Mm. Cranm, p. 354. Hcylin, p. yo. f Harmer, p. ijfc 
* ^ Collier, ?ol. iu p. 364. Fox, voL iii* p. 38. Heylin, p. 35. 
Bleidan, lib. 25. . . . 
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should be entirsely in the Queen J thatno fere^ner CHAP, 
should be capable of enjoying any office in the king- XXXVL 
dom ; thstf no iimovation should be made in the '^'Z'^'^ 
English laws, customs, and privileges; that Philip ^^^ 
^should not carry the Queen abroad without, her con- 
sent, nor any of her children without the consent of 
the nobility ; that sixty thousand pounds a yesix 
should be settled as her jointure ; that the male issu9 
of this marriage should inherit, together, with £ng« 
land, both Burgundy and the Low Countries ; and 
that if Don Carlos, Philip's son by his former mar* 
rbge, should die and his line be extinct, the Queon's 
issue, whether male or female, d^ould inherit Spain, 
Sicily, Milan, and all the other dominions of Philip \ 
Such was the treaty of marriage signed by Count 
Egmont, and three other ambassadors sent over to i5tli Jao. 
England by the Emperor ^. 

These articles, wh^n published, gave no satislac* 
tion to the nation : It was universally said that the 
Emperor, in order to get possession of Englmd, 
would verbally agree to any terms ; and the greater 
advantage there appeared m the condidons .which 
he granted, the more certainly might it be concluded 
that he had no serious intention of observing them ^ 
That the usual fraud and ambition of that « mo- 
narch might assure the nadqn of such a conduct; 
and his son Philip^ while he inherited theses vices 
from his father, added to them tyranny, sullisnness, 
pride, and barbarity, more dangerous vices of his 
own : That England would become a f^rovince, and 
a province to a kingdom which usually exercised 
the most violent authority over all her dependent 
dominions:- That the Netherlajids, Milan, Sicily, 
Naples, groaned under the burthen of Spanish ty- 
ranny^ and throughout aU the new conquests in 
America there had been displayed scenes oC unre- 
lenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the history q£ 

« Rymer, xv, p. 177. 
. f X)epeches de N<xuile8y toK H. p. 2^, 

c c 2 mankind ; 
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dHAP. ftabldnd: That the iiiqui^tion was a tribunal iii« 

XXXVI. Tented by dmt tyrannical nation ; and would infal- 

^ . ^ -^ hbly, with all their other laws and kstkutioM^ be 

'^^** hititMiuced into England : And that the divided sen- 

thnents of the people with regard tb religion would 

{Subject ixiultitudes to thid iniquitous tribunal, and 

would xeduce the whole nation to the most abject 

fcervimde** 

These complaints being diffused eviery where, 
(prepared the people for a rebellion j and had any 
foreign power given them encouragement, or any 
great man appeared to head them, the consequences 
might havie proved fatal to the Queen's authority. 
But the King of f^rasnce, though engaged iii hostili- 
ties with the Emperor, refused to concur in any 
proposal for an insurrection, lest he should afibrd 
Mary a pretence for declaring war against him\ 
Aaid the more prudent part of the nobility thought 
that as the evils of the Spanish alliance were only 
dreaded at a distance, matters were not yet fully 
prepared for a general revolt. Some persons, how- 
ever, more turlntlent than the rest, believed that it 
would be safer to prevent than to redress grievances ; 
Wiat's ijaid they formed a conspiracy to rise in arms, and 
insunrc* (jeclarfe against the Queen's marrkge with Flulip. 
nSir Thomas Wiat purposed to raise Kait, Sir Peter 
Cai^ew, Devonshire ; and they engaged the^Dufce of 
•SttflfiD»Ik) by the hbpes- of Recovering the crown for 
the Lady Jane, to attempt raisiiig the midland coun- 
ties *. Carew*^ imlpatience or apprehensions • engaged 
]^ t& 'bftekJthe eoncert, and to i-ise in arms he- 
ktejp^ day a^pdtfted : He was soon sfuppressed 
by ,<ne Earl of B^drd, and constrained to fly into 
Tmiite. On this intdligehce Suffolk, dreading an 
^rest, suddenly left the town, widi bis brothers Lord 
Thdmas and Lc«d Leonard Otay; and endeavoured 

to raise the people in the counties of Warwick and 

• 

• Heylin, p. 32. Burnet, vol,tL p.a68« Godwin, p. 339- 
^ Depeches de Noailles, toL ii. p. 249. vol. iii. p. 17* 58* 
^ Heylin, p. 33. Godwioy p* 340. 
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tskesteity wheire hk mterest lay; but he maa » CHAP, 
closely piursued by the Earl of Hundngdoiv at the XXXVI. 
bead of 300 horse, that he was obliged to disperse '^',/-?''^ 
his followers^ and being discovered in his conceal^* 
meott, he was carried prisoner to (^ondaQ^ Wiat 
was at fir^ more successfid in his attempt; and 
having published a declaradon at Maidstone in 
Krat, against' the Queen's evil counsellors, and 
agwist the Si»uxish match^ without any liicadtion of 
religion, the pec^le began to flock to his standard. 
The Duke of Norfolk, with Sir Henry Jernegan, was 
sent against him, at the head of the guards and 
some other troops, reinforced with 500 Londoners 
commanded by Bret : And he came within sight of 
the rebels at Rochester, where they had fixed their 
head-quarters. Sir George Haiper here pretended 
to des^ from them; but having secretly gained 
Bret, these two malcontents so wrought on the 
Londcmers, that the whole body deserted t0 Wiat, 
and declared that they would not contribute to en« 
slave their native country. Norfolk, dreading the 
contagion of th^pexam^e, immediately retreated with 
his troops, and took shelter in the city '• 

After this proof of the dispositxins of the peo* 
pie, e^cially of the Ifondoners, who were mostly 
prote^anJS, Wht was encouraged to proceed: He 
led his forces to Southwari^ where he require ci 
^e Qaeen that she should put the Tower into his 
handS) should deliver four counsellors as hostages, 
amd» in order to ensure die liberty of the nation, 
diould immediately marry an Englishman. Findbg 
ihat the bridge was secured against him, and that 
the city was overawed, he mar<£ed up to Kingston, 
where he passed the river with 4000 men ; and rt^ 
turning towards London, hoped to encourage his 
partisans, who had engaged to^ declare for him. He 
i)ad imprudently wasted so much time at Southwark, 

* Fox, vo\ ill. p. 30. * Heylin, p.33. Godwin, p*S4i* 

Sowe, p^6i9* Bakeri p. 318. Holingsliedy p. 1094^ 

c c 3 and 
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CHAP, and in hk march from Kingston, that the ciitical 

XXXVI. season, on which sdl popular commotions depend, was 

'^' ""^ "'..-' entirely lost : Though he entered Westminster with- 

'J'54- out resistance, his followers, finding that no person of 

note joined him, insensibly fell off, and he was at 

last seized near TempIe*lMur by l^r Maurice Berke* 

6ih Feb. ley ". Four himdred persons are said to have suf* 

fered for this rebellion": Four hundred more were 

conducted before the Queen with ropes about their 

necks ; and falling on their knees received a pardon 

Insurrec and were dismissed. Wiat was condemned and exe- 

tions sup. cuted : As it had been reported that, on his exami- 

^^^"^ • nation, he had accused the Lady Elizabeth attid the 

Earl of Devonshire as accomplices, he took care on 

the scaffold, before the whole people, fully to acquit 

them of having any share in his rebellion. 

The Lady Elizabeth had been, during some time, 
treated' with great harshness by her sister ; and 
many studied instances of discouragement and dis^- 
respect had been practised against her. She was 
ordered to take place at court after ;he Countess 
of Lenox and' the Dutchess of Suffolk, as if she 
were not legitimate**: Her frieilcte w^e discoun* 
tenanced on every occasion: And while her vir- 
tues^ which were now be^aome eminent, drew to 
her .the attendance (^ all the young nobility, and 
rendered her the favourite of the nation?, the male* 
volence of the Queen still discovered itself every 
day by fresh symptoms, and obliged the Princess 
to retire into, the country* Mary seized the op* 
portunity . of this rebellion ; and hoping to in- 
volve her sister in some appearance of guilt, seiit 
fbr her under a strong guard, committed her to the 
Tower, and ordered her to be strictly exammed 
by the counciL But ihe public declaration made 

^ Fox^ vol. iii. p. 3 1. Heylin, p. 34. Burnet, vol. 11. p. 270. 
Stowe, p. 62 1 • n Depechcs de Noailles, vol. lii. p. 1 24. 

® Ibid. yol. ii* p. 273, 288- p Ibid. p. 273. 
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by Wiat rendered it impracticable to employ agsdnst CHAP, 
her any false evid«ice which might have oflFered; XXXVI,. 
and the Princess made so good a defence, that the ~ '' 
Queen found herself under a necessity of releasing ^^^^ 
her \ In order to send her out of the kmgdom, a 
marriage was offered her with the Duke of Savoy : 
and when she declined the proposal, she was com-^ 
mitted to custody under a strong guard at Wode^ 
stoke ^ The Earl of Devonshire, though equally 
iiuiocent, was confined in Fotheringay castle* 

Byx this rebellion proved still more fatal to the 
Lady Jane Gray, as well as to her husband : The 
Duke of Suffolk's guilt was imputed to her ; and 
though the rebels and malcontents seemed chiefly to 
rest dieir hopes on the Lady Elizabeth and the Earl 
of Devonshire, the Queen, incapable of generosity 
or clemency, determined to remove every persoi) 
from whom the least danger could be apprehended. 
Warning was given the Lady Jane to prepare for 
death; a doom which she had long expected, and 
which the innpcence of her life, as well as the mis* 
fortunes to which she had been exposed, rendered 
nowise* unwelcome to her. The Queen's zeal, un- 
der colour of tender mercy to the prisoner's soul^ 
induced her to send divii^s, who harrassed her with 
p^petual disputation, ; and even a reprieve for 
three days was grani^ her, in hopes that she would 
be persuaded during that time to pay, by a timely 
conversion, soiiie reg^trd to her eternal welfare. The 
}:.a4y Jane had presence of mind, in those melan* 
choly circumstances, not only to defend her reli- 
gion by all the topics then in use^ but alsp to write a 
l^ter to her sister ' in the Greek language j in which, 
besides se^di^g her a copy of the scriptures, in that 
tonguei, 3he exhorted her to maintain, in every for* 

** Grodwin, p. 343.. Burnet, voUii. p. 273. Fox, vol. iii. p.99. 
105- Strype's Me^. vol. iii. p. 85. ' Depeches de No- 

aill^8> vol. iii. p. 226. ' .Fqx> vol. iii. p.jj^. Hey]in» 

p. 266. 
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c HAP. tunc, a Vkt steady perseveyjaice. On die day ofhet 

XXXVI. execution, her husband, Lord Gtdlford, de&ired per** 

^^ ~\^ '^ mission to see her j but sh^ refused her consent, stad 

ijth Feb. niforni^ Wni by a message, that the teflfderness of 

their parting would overcome the fortitude of both, 

9nd would too much unbend thdr minds from than 

constancy which their approaching end required of 

^em : Their separation, she said, would be only fof 

a moment ; and they would soon rejoin each ottmr jn- 

a scene where their affections would be fof ^ef timiedj) 

aind where deaths disappointment, and misfortunes^ 

could no ^nger have access to them, or di^«r^ ihe^ 

eternal felicity \ 

It had b^ intended to execute ihei Lidy Stom 

^d Lord Guilford together on the s^altRe. if^SiiScAd sC 

Tower-hiU ; but the coundl, dreading th€f <;bmpa^ 

#on of the people for their youth^ h&myf imK^ 

cenee, and noble birth, chafed their oi^ders, aii4 

gate directions that; she should be beheaded wl^ 

^iccpup the verge of the Tower, She »W heir husbtt* 

x!ady ^^^ ^^ execution ; and haying given him hov^ the 

Jane trndow sotn^ token of her remembrancff, she wakn 

Gray. ed ^h tranquillity till her own appointed lM>tir 

should bring her to a like fate. She even ^tr hk 

headless body carried b^ck in i o^rt} atld ftmti 

^ herself more confiiimad bv the ttp^m which ^e 

h^ard of tlie constancy of ni^ f«id, than ifhaken by 

$P t^er ^d llielancholy a spectacle. Sit ktm 

Gage, <K>n$^blti <if tile Tower^ wh^ he |ed her t0 

execution^ ^e^ed her to bestpw aft hiin f^cutve ftnal) 

present, which he might keep a« a perpetital menx>« 

rial of her ; She gave him her.t$^ble-booKi on. which 

$he had just written three sentences on see&lg bet 

.husband's dead l)ody} one v(^ Qr^ek, another iii 

Latin, a tl^rd in Eng^sh \ llie putpoit of diettt 

was, that human justi^ was against fus body, but 

divine mercy Would be ^tyourable to his spul-f that 

if her fault deserved punishi^ent, her youdli at least« 

I Heylin, p. iCy. Baker, p.3 1^ 1 Heyli% p. 1^7. 
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ind her impni4eiici were worthy of excuse; and GHAP. 
that God and posterity, shie trusted, would shew her XXXVI, 
fevour. On the scaffold she made a speech to the ^— v*^ 
bye-standers ; in which the noldness of her dispo- '*^^* 
$ition led her to take th^ blame wholly on herself, 
Widiout uttering one complaint against the sererity 
with which she had been treated. She said that her 
offence was not the having laid her hand upon the 
crown, but the not rejecting it with sufficient con- 
stancy: That she had less erred through ambition 
than through reverence to her parents, whom she 
bad been taught to respect and obey : That she wil* 
lingly received Beath as the only satisfaction which 
$he could now make to the injured state ; and 
though her infringement of the laws had been con- 
strained, she ^ould show, by her voluntary sub^ 
ttAsAotk to their sentence, that she was desirous to 
atone for that disobedience into^ which too much 
filial piety had betrayed her 4 That she had justly 
deserved this puidshment for being made the instru* 
ment, though the unwilling instrument, of the am^ 
bitk>n of others : And that the story 6f her life, she 
hoped, might at least be useful, by proving that 
innocence excuses not great misdeeds, if they tend 
anywise to the destruction of the commonw^th. 
After uttering these words, she caused herself to 
be disrobed by her women j and with a steady 
$erene countenance submitted herself to the exe- 
crutioner *. 

TttE Duke of Suffolk was tried, condemned, and 
executea soon after ; and would have met with more 
compassion, had not his temerity been the cause of 
his daughter's untimely end. Lord Thomas Gray 
|ost his life for the same crime. Sir Nicholas 
Throgmorton was tried in Guildhall ; but there 
Appearing no satisfactory evidence against him, he 
wa4 able, by making an admirable defence, to obtain 

^ JJ^ylln, Pf |6^. Bpiff vol. iii. p. 36, 37. Holitigshed, p. 1(^99. 
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CHAP. ^ verdict of- the jucjr in his favoun ; TJhe Queen was 
XXXVI. so enraged at the disappoint^ient, that instead of re- 
v--^^,,^ leasing him as the Jaw requiredj^ she re-comnjitted 
*^^^* him to the Tower, and kept him in cldse confine- 
ment during some time., But her resentment stop- 
ped not here : The jury, , being summoned before 
. the council, were all sent to prison, and afterwards 
fined, some of them a thousand .pounds, others two 
thousand a-piece''. This violence proved fatal ta 
several ; among others to Sir John Throgmorton, 
brother to Sir Nicholas, who was condemned on no 
better evidence than had formerly been rejected. 
The Queen filled the Tower and all the prisons with 
nobility and gentry, whom their interest • with the 
nadon, rather than ^any appearance of guilt, had 
made the objects of her suspicion. And finding 
that she was universally hated, she determined to 
disable the people from resistance, by ordering 
general musters, and^. directing the commissicmers 
to seize their arms, land lay them up in forts and 
castles ^. 

Though the government laboured under so ge- 
neral an odium, the Queen's authority had received 
such an increase from the suppres^n of Wiat's re- 
bellion, that the ministry hoped to find a compliant 
A parlia- disposition in the new parliament, which was sum- 
^H^A T "^^^^^ ^^ assemble. The Emperor also, in order to 
jthAprfl. facilitate the same ?nd, had borrowed no less a suna 
than 400,000 crowns, which he had sent over to 
England to be distributed in bribes and pulsions 
among the members : A pernicious practice, of 
which there had not hitherto been any instance- in 
England. And not to give the publrc any alarm 
with regard to the church, lands, the Queen, notwith- 
standing her bigotry, resumed her, title of supreme 
head ot the church, which she had. dropped three 

» Fox, vol. iih p.99. Stowe, p.624. Baker, p. 320. I^o- 
lingshed, p. 1 104. 1 1 2 1 , Strype, vol. lii. p. 1 20. Dep. de No- 
ailles, vol. iii. p, 173. ^ Dep. de Noailles, vol. iii. p.98w 
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months before. Gardiner, the*^chancelIor, opened the CHAP, 
session by a speech j in wUch he asserted the Queen^s XXXVI, 
hereditary title to the crown ; maintained her right of '^"^-J -^ 
chusing a husband for herself; observed how proper '^^^* 
a useshie had made of that right, by giving the pre^ 
ference to an old ally, descended from the house of 
3urgundy ? and remarked the failure of Henry VIII. *s 
posterity, of whom there now remained none but 
the Queen and the Lady Elizabeth. He added that 
in order to obviate the inconveniences which might 
arise from different pretenders, it was necessary to 
inv^tthe Queen, by law, with a power of disposing 
of the crown, and of appointing her successor : 
A power, he said, which was not to be thought un* 
preced^ted in England, since it had formerly been 
conferred on Henry VIII.* 

The parliament was much disposed to gratify the 
Queen in all her desires ; but when the liberty, ia^ 
dependency, and very being of the nation were in 
such visible danger, they could not by any means 
be brought to compliance. They knew both the 
inveterate hatred which she bore .to the Lady Eliza^ 
beth, and her devoted attachmaxt to the house of 
Austria: They were acquainted rwith her extremes 
bigotry, which would lead her to pos^ne all con- 
sidetations of justice or national interest to the esta^ 
blishment of the catholic religion: They remarked 
thar Gardiner had carefully avoided, in his speech, 
the giving to Elizabeth the appellation of the Queen's 
sister ; and they thence concluded that a design was 
form^ of excluding her as illegitimate: They ex* 
pected that Mary, if invested with such a power as 
she required, would make a will in her husband's 
favour, and thereby render England for ever a pron 
vince to the Spanish monarchy: And they were 
the more alarmed with these projects, as they heard 
that. Philip^s descei^t from the house of Lancaster 
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CHAP« was carefully insisted on, and that he was jMrfdidf 
XXXVI. rqireseated as the true and only heir by figitt of 
^_""^~' inheritance. 

^^^ Th£ parliamcnty therdBore, aware of thdr dan« 
ger, were determined to keep at a distanoe from die 
precipice which lay before thenu They could not 
avoid ratifying the articles of marriage *» whidi were 
drawn very favourable for England; but they de« 
ciined the passing of any such law as the chancel* 
lor pointed out to them : They would mot ao mudi 
as declare it treason to imagine or attempt the deadi 
of the Queen's husband, while she was alive ; and a 
bill introduced for that purpose was laid aside after 
the first reading. The more effectually* to cut off 
Phil^'s hopes of possesdng any authority ia £ng* 
land) they i»LSsed a law m which they declared^ 
^ That Her Majesty, as thdr only Queen, should 
^^ solely, and as a sole Queen, ^oy the crown and 
** sovereignty of her reqims, with all the prc-emi-i 
*^ nences, dignides, and rights thereto belonging, in 
«« as large and ample a manner after her marriage as 
^^ before, wkhout any title or claim accruii^ to the 
^ Prince of Spain, either as tenant by courtesy of the 
** realm, or by any other means V* 

A LAW pa^ed in this parlkmenc for re-ereetoig 
the bishopric of Durham, which had been dissolved 
by the last parliament of Edward % The Quecoi had 
already, by an exertion of her power, put Tcm-* 
stal in possession of that see : But though it was 
usual at that time for the crown to assmne authority 
which might seem entirely legislative, it was always 
deemed more safe and satisfactory to procure the 
sanction of parliament. Bills were introduced for 
suppressing heterodox opinions contained in books, 
and for reviving the law of the six articles, togedier 
with those against the Lollards, and against heresy 
and erroneous preaching : But none of these lawa 

* T Mar. par. 2. cap, 2. ^ Ibid, ovp; i* < 

^ Ibid. cap. 3. 
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could psMS the tmy houses: A proof thstthepaffia- CHAP, 
ment had Tcserves even in their concessions with XXXVI. 
regard to i«iigion, about which they seem to have *— ^v— * 
been less scrupulous* The Queen, therefore, find- '^^"^ 
teg that they would not serve all her purposes, finished 
the ses^on by dissohring them. . 

Mary's thoughts were now entirely employed s*May. 
about receiving Don Philip, whose afrival she hourly 
<e9q>ected. This Princess, who had lived so many 
years in a very reserved and private mannar, with- 
out any prospect or hopes of a husband, was so 
smitten with affection for her young consort, whom 
she had never see^i, that she waited with the utmost 
impatience for the- completion of the marriage; and 
every obstacle was to her a source of anxiety and 
discontent \ She complained of PhiUp's delays as 
affected J and she could not conceal her vexation, 
that though she^ brought him a kingdom as her 
dowry, he treated her wirii such neglect, that he 
•had never yet favoured her with a smgle letter*. 
Her fondness was but the more increased by this 
supercilious treatment ; and when she found that . 
her subjects had pertained the greatest aversion for 
the event to wfifoh she directed her fondest wishes, 
she made Ae 'whole English nation the object of her 
resentment. A squadron under the command of 
Lord Effingham, had been fitted out to convoy Phi- 
lip from Spain, where he then resided ; but the 
admiral informing her that the discontents ran very 
high among the seamen, and that it was not safe 
for Hiilip to intrust himself in thdir hands, she gave 
' orders to dismiss them^ She then dreadSed lest the 
French fle^ bang masters of the sea^ m^ht inter* 
cept her huslnufid, and every rumour of danger^ 
eVery blast of wind, threw her into panics and con- 
vul^ons. Her health, and even, her understanding! 

' Strype, toI* iii. p. 1 25. * Depechea de NoaiUes, toL iii^ 

p. 248. f lbid« p. 220. 
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CHATs ^were Ti^ly hurt by this extreine knpatieiice; and 
XXXVI. she was struck with a new apprehension lest her p©r* 
^ ^-~~^ son, impaired by time, and Masted by sickness, should 
^55^ prove disagreeable to her future consort* Her glass 
discovered ,to her how haggard she was become ; and 
when she remarked the decay of hjgr beauty, she 
knew not whether she oiight more to de^e or appre* 
hend the arrival of Philip K 
i9thJuI]r. At last came the moment so impatiently ex* 
^^'^'P'f .pectedj and news vt^as brought the Queep of Phi- 
E^ghnd. ^*P*^ arrival at Southampton **. A few days after, they 
were married in Westminster, and having mad^ a 
pompous entry into London, where Philip displayed 
his wealth with great ostentation, she carried bim 
to Windsor, the palace in which, they afterwards 
resided. The Prince's behaviour was ill calculated 
tp remove the prejudices which the English nadon 
had entertained against him* He jxras distant and. re- 
served in his address ; took no notice of the . salutes 
even of the most con^derable nobl^nen ; and. so. en- 
; trenched himself in form and <:eremony, that he was 
in a manner inaccessible': But this circumstance 
rendered him the more acceptable to the Q^^^i^* ^ho 
desired to have no company but bier husband's, and 
who was impatient when she met with any inter- 
ruption to her fondness. The shortest absaice 
.gave her yexatio^; and when he. shewed civilities 
tp any other ivoman, she could not conceal her jea- 
lousy and resentment. 

Mary soon found that Philip's ruling passion 
was atnbition ; and that the only method of gratify- 
ing him, and securing his affections, was to render 

s Depeches de Noaiiles, vol. tti. p.S22. 251, 253. 

** Fox» vol.iu. p.99* Heylin, p«39« Burnet* voLiii. p-592. 
GodwiQ9p«345. We are told by Sir William Monsopy P*2^{» 
that the admiral of England fired at the Spanish navy, when Phi* 
lip was on board : because ihey bad not lowered their tbpsailsy «5 
a mark of deference to the English navy in the narrow seas : A 
very spirited behaviour^ and very unlike tho&e times. ^ Bidder, 
p. 320. 
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him master of Enghnd. The interest and liberty of CHAP, 
her people w^e cohsideratioiis of^smalL moment^ in XXXVI. 
comparison of her obtsdnlfng this favourite point. She ^— v—* 
summoned a new parliament, in hopes of finding them ^^^^^ 
entirely compliant ; and that she might acqmre the 
greater authority over them, she imitated the pre- 
cedent of the former reign, and wrote circular let- 
ters, directing a proper choice of members \ The 12th Not. 
zeal of the catholics, the influence^ of Spanish gold, 
the powers of prerogative,- the discouragement of 
the gemry, particularly of thte protestants ; all these 
causes, secwiding the intrigues of Gardiner, had 
procured her a house of commons, which was in 
a great measure to her satisfaction ; and it was 
thought, from the disposition of the nafi<Hi, that 
she might now safely omit, on her assembling the 
parliament, the title of supreme beacl of the churchy 
though inseparably annexed by law to the crowft. 
of England ^ Cardinal Pole had arrived hi Flan- 
ders, invested with legatine powers from the Pope : 
In order to prepiare the way for his arrival in Eng- 
land, the parliament passed an act reversing his at- 
tamder, and restoring his blood ; and the Queen, 
dispensing with the old statute of provisors, granted 
him permission to act as legate. The cardinal 
came over ; and after being introduced to the King 
and Queen, he invited the parliament to reconcile 
themselves and the kingdom to the apostolic see, 
from which they had been so long and so' unhap- 
pily divided. • This message was taken in good 
part; and both houses voted an address to Philip 
and Mary, acknowledging that they had been guilty 
cif a most horr3)le detection irom the true church ; 
professing a smcere repentance of their past trans- 
gressions ; declaring their resolution to repeal all 
laws enacted in prejudice of the church of Rome ; 

* Mem. of Cranm. p. 344. Strype's Eccl. Mem. vol. iii, 
p. 1541 155^ * Burnet, Yol.ii, p.291. Strype, vol. iii. p. 155.. 
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and pray ii^ Tbeir Majesties that since tliey «^e iia^ 
pily uiikkfected with that crunhlal sthnii^ Aiey would 
intercede with the holy fellier for the id^lutioil 
*^^^ and fbrgivenei^ of flieir |)emtetxt siAjtete "** The 
a-equest wa& easily grantedi TJh^ tiegate^ili this name 
x>f His Hc^ess^ gavis the |)afl]jAtaient and kingdora 
absoiution, freed theih from all censure^ and recdbred 
them again into the bcMMn of line church. The Popej 
then Julius III. bmg informed of these transaetkm^ 
said that it was an unexampled instance of his felicity 
to receive thanks from the English for allowing them 
to do what he ought to give them thanks for per^ 
forming". 

Notwithstanding the extreme fceal of those 
times for and against popery, the object always up 
|>ermost with £e nobility and gentry was theii^ 
jnoney and estates : They were not brought to mak^ 
tthese concessions in favour of Rome, till they had 
jreceived repeated assurances^ from the Pope jas well 
as the Queen, that the plunder which they had madtf 
jsa the ecclesiastics should never be inquired into) 
and that the abbey and church lands should remain 
with the j^resent possessors °. But not trusting ako* 
gether to these promises, the parliament took care in 
the law itself % .by which they repealed the formed 
. statutes aiacted against the Pope's authority, to 
insert a clause, in which, besides bestowing vaUditf 
on all marriages celebrated during the schism^ 
and fixing the right of incumbents to tilieir benefices^ 
they give security to the possessors of jchurch lands^ 
and freed them from all danger of ecclesiastical cen^- 
sures. The convocation also, in order to jKiGEnaveap 
prehensions on diat head, were induced.to present a 
|»etition to the same purpose ^ ; and the Legate^ 
in his master's name» ratified all these transactions* 

"* Fox, vol. iii. p.3. Hcylin, p.42. Burset, vol. ii. p. 29 j. 
Godwin, pr247. • Father Paul, lib. iv. ^ Heylin, p.j^u 

»i Set Phil, k Mar. c. 8. « HcyHn^ p. 43. i $c 2 Phil, ft 
Mar. c. 8. Strypet vol.iiu^.159. 
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It now appeared that, notwithstanding the iefForts of CHAP, 
the Queen and King, the power of the papacy was XXXVI. 
effectually suppressed in England^ .and invincible ***— v— ' 
barriers fixed against its re-establishment. For '^^^^' 
though the jurisdiction of the ecclesiastics was for 
the present restored, their property on which their 
power much depended, was irretrievably . lost, and 
no hopes remained of recovering it. Even these ar- 
bitrary, powerfiil, and bigotted Princes, while the 
transactions were yet recent, could not regain to the 
church her possesions so lately ravished from her ; 
and no expedients were left to the clergy for enrich- 
ing themselves, but those which they had at first 
practised, and which had required many ages of 
ignorance, barbarism, and superstition, to produce 
their effect on mankind '. 

The parliament having secured their own posses- 
sions, were more indifferent with regard to religion, 
or even to the lives of their fellow-citizens : They 
revived the old sanguinary laws against heretics % 
which had been rejected in the former parliament : 
They also enacted several statutes against seditious 
words and rumours ' ; and they made it treason to 
imagine or attempt the death of Philip during his 
marriage with the Queen". Each parliament Hi- 
therto had beai induced to go a step farther than 
their predecessors ; but none of them had entirely 
lost all regard to national interests. Their hatred 
against the Spaniards, as well as their sus]»cion of 
tulip's pretensiom, still prevailed ; and though the 
Queen attempted to get her husband declared pre- 
sumptive heir of the crown, and to have the admi- 
lustration put into his hands, she foiled in all her 
endea^^urs, and could not so much as procure the 
parliament's^ consent to his coronation ^. All at- 

' See note [R], at the end of the volume. • i & 2 Phil. 

8c Mar. c. 6. ^ Ibid. c. 3. 9. ^ Ibid.4:. 10. 

•'Godwin, p. 348. Baker, 322. 
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CHAP, tempts likewise to obtain subsidies from the com* 
•XXXVI. mons in order to support the Emperc^r in his war 
*" ^~ ' against France, proved fruitless : The usual animo- 
^'* sity and jealousy of the English against that king- 
dom seemed to have givea place £2^ 4he present to 
like passions against Spain. PhiUp, sensible of the 
prepossessions entertained against him, endeavoured 
. to acquire popularity by procuring the release of se- 
veral {prisoners of distinction ; Lord Henry Dudley, 
Sir George Harper, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, Sir 
Edmond Warner, Sir William St. Lo, Sir Nichohs 
Arnold, Harrington, Tremaine, whahad been coQp 
fined from the suspicions or resentment of the court ^ 
But nothing was more agreeable to the nation than 
his protectmg the Lady Elizabeth from the spite 
and malice of the Queen, and restoring her to li- 
berty. This measure was not the effect of any 
generosity in Philip, a sentiment of which he was 
wholly destitute ; but of a refined policy, whicl^ 
made him foresee, that if that Princess were put to 
death, the next lawful heir was the Queen of Scots, 
whose succession would for ever annex England to 
the crown of France. The Earl of Devonshire also 
reaped some benefit from Philip's affectation of^ popu- 
larity, and recovered his liberty: But that noble- 
man, finding himself exposed to suspidon, begged 
permissicm to travel ^ ; and he soon after died at 
Padua, from poison, as is pretended, given him by 
the Imperialists. He was the eleventh and last Earl 
of Devonshire of that noble family, one of the 
most illustrious in Europe. 

The Queen's extreme desire of having issue had 
made her fondly give credit to any appearance of 
pregnancy ; and when the legate was introduced to 
her, she £mcied that she felt the embryo stir in her 
womb*. Her flatterers compared this motion olF 

«Heylin, p. 59. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 287. Stowc, p.dafi, 
Depcches de Noailles, vol. iv. p. 146, 147. f Heylin, p.40. 

Godwin, p. 349, • Depeches de Noaifles^ vol. iv. p. a j. 
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die infant to that of John th^ Bapftt8t, H^ho leaped CHAP: 
in his mother's belly at the salutation cff the Virgin *. XXXV^. 
Dbpatches were immediately sent to inform foreign *"' '^"^"^ 
courts of this event : Orders were issued to giv^ **^^' 
{Hiblic thanks: Great rejoicings were made: Th<l 
femily of the young Prince was already settled ^ ; for 
the catholics held themselves assured that the child 
was to be a male : And Bonner, Bishop of London, 
made public prayers, he said, that Heaven would 
please to render him beautiful, porous, and witty. 
But the nation still remained somewhat incredulous j 
and men were persuaded that the Queen laboured 
under infirmities which rendered her incapable of 
having children. Her infant proved only the com- 
m^cement of a dropsy, which the disordered state 
of her health had brought upon her. The belief, 
however, of her pregnancy was upheld with all 
possible care : and was one artifice by which Phi* 
iip endeavoured to support his- authority in the king- 
dom. The parliament passed a law, which, in case 1555* 
of the Queen's demise, appointed him Protector 
during the minority ; and the King and Queen, 
finding they could obtain no further concessions, 
came unexpectedly to Westminster and dissolved 
them. 

There happened an incident this session which '^^'^•'*"- 
must not be passed over in silence. Several mem- 
bers of the lower house, dissatisfied with the mea- 
sures of the parliament, but finding themselves un- 
able to prevent them, made a secession in order to 
show their disapprobation, Imd refused any longer, to 
attend the house*". For this instance of contumacy 
they were indicted in the King*s-bench after the 
dissolution of parliament : Six of them submitted 
to die mercy of the court, and paid their fines: 

• Burnet, toL ii. p. 492. Godwin, p.348. ^ Hcylin, 

p.46. * Coke's Institutes, part iv. p. 17. Strype's Me- 

iHQr/voLi. p. 165. 
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CHAP. The rest traversed; and the Queen died befidre the 

XXXVL affair was brought to an issue. Judging of the mat- 

^- ^~ ' terby the subsequent claims of the house of com- 

'^^•^* mons, and indeed, by the true principles of firee 

government, this attempt of the Queen's ministers 

must be regarded as a breach of privilege ; but it 

gave little umbrage at the time, and was never called 

in question by any house of commons which after* 

wards sat during this reign. The Count of Noailles, 

the French ambassador, says, that the Queen threw 

several members into prison for their freedom of 

q)eech^ 

*Vol. ▼. p. 296. 
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CHAP. XXX vn. 

Reasons for and against Toleration. "^Persecutions. — 
ji Parliament. — The Queen* s Extortions. -— Tie 
Emperor resigns bis Crown. '^Execution ofCranmer. 
—J/Var with France. — Battle of St. Quintin. — 
Calais taken-by the French. ~ Affairs of Scotland. — - 
Marriage of the Dauphin and the Queen of Scots. — 
A Parliament."^ Death of the Queen. 

THE success which Gardiner, from his cautious CHAP, 
and prudent conduct, had met with in go- xxxra. 
veming the parliament, and engaging them to ' ,^'-T^^ 
concur both in the Spanish match^ and in the re- - 
establishment of the ancient religion, two points to 
which it was believed they bore an extreme aver- 
sion, had so raised his character for wisdom and 
policy, that his opinion was received as an orade 
in the council ; and his authority, as it was always 
great in his own party, no longer suffered any op- 
podtion or control* Cardinal Pole himself, though 
more beloved on account of his virtue and candour, 
and though superior in birth and station, had not 
equal weight in public ddiberations ; and while his 
learning, piety, and humanity, were extremely re- 
q)ected, he was represented more as a good, man 
than a great minister. A very important question, 
was frequently debated before the Queen and coun- 
cil by these two ecclesiastics; whether the laws 
lately revived against heretics should be put in exe- 
cution, or should only be employed to restrain by 
terror the bold attempts of these zealots ? Pole was 
very sincere in his religious principles ; and though 
his moderation had made him be suspected at Rome 
D D 3 of 
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CHAP, of a tendency towards Lutheranism, he was seri- 
xxxvii. ^ ously persuaded of the catholic doctrines, and 
^j."" ~^ thought that no consideration of human policy 
ought evdr to come' in competition with such im- 
portant interests. Gardiner, on the contrary, had 
always made his religion subservient to his schemes 
of safety or advancement ; and by his unlimited 
complaisuice to Heniy, he had shewn that had he 
not been pushed to extremity under the late mino- 
rity, he was sufficiently disposed to make a sacrifice 
of his principles to the established theology. This 
was^ the well-known character of th^ise two great 
counsellors; yet such is the prevalence of temper 
above system, that the benevolent disposition of Pole 
led him to advise a toleration of the heretical tenets 
which he highly blamed ; while the severe manners 
of Gardiner inclined him to support by persecution 
that teligion which at the bottom he regarded with 
great indifference ^ This circumstance of public con- 
duct was of the highest importance ; and from bdng 
die object of deliberation in the council, it soon be- 
. came the subject of discourse throughout the nation* 
We shall relate, in a few words the topics by which 
eau^h side supported, or might haVe suj^orted, their 
scheme of policy; and shall display the opposfcic 
reasons, which have been employed with regard to 
an argument that ever has been and ever will be so 
much canvassed. 
Reaaont Tite' practice of persecution, said the defenders 
for and ^f PoleV Opinion, is the scandal of all religion ; iaaaA 
tSSra!^ ^^^ theological ahimosity so fierce and ^olait, for 
tion. fronl bein^ an argument of men's conviction in 
tfieir opposite sects, is a certain proof that they have 
never rdiched any serious persuasion with regard to 
tibese remote and sublime subjects. Even those who 
are the most impatient of contradiction in other con- 
troversies, are mild and moderate in comparison x^ 



^ ittjUnf p. 47. 
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polemiod divines; and wherever a man's knoir* CHAP, 
ledffe and experience gave him a perfect assurance xxxvii.^ 
in his own opinion, he regards with contempt, ra- ^ i^V*. 
ther than anger, die opposition and mistakes of 
others. But while men zealously maintain what 
they neither clearly comprehend nor entirely be- 
lieve, they are shaken in thar imagined faith by the 
opposite persuasion,, or even doubts, of other men j 
and vent on thdr antagonists that impatience which 
is die natural result of so disagreeable a state of the 
imderstanding. They then easily embrace any pre- 
tence for representing opponents as impious and 
pro&ne ; and if they can also find a colour for con- 
necting this violence with the interests of civil go- 
vernment, they can no longer be restrained from 
giving uncbntroUed scope to vengeance and resent- 
ment. But surely never enterprise was more unfor- 
tunate than that of founding persecudon upon po* 
licy, or endravouring, for the sake of peace, to 
senile an entire uniformity of opinion in quesdons 
which' of all others are least subjected to the criterion 
of human reason. The universal and uncontradict- 
ed prevalence of one opinion in religious subjects 
can be owing at first to the stupid ignorance alone 
ahd barbarism of the people, who never indulge 
themselves in any speculadon or inquiry ; and there 
is no expedient for maintaining that unUbrmity, so 
fondly sought after, but by banishing for ever all 
curiosity and all improvement in science and culti* 
vadon. It may not, indeed, appear difficult to 
check, by a steady severity, the first beginnings of 
controversy ; but besides that this policy exposes for 
ever the people to all the abject terrors of ^upersd- 
don, and the magistrate to the endless encroach- 
ments of ecclesiastics, it also renders men so delicate 
that they can never endure to hear of opposidon ; 
ukd they will some dme pay dearly for that false 
tranquillity in which they have been so long ia- 
dttlged. As healthful bodies are ruined by too 
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CHAP, nice a regimen, and are thereby rendered ineapable 
t^^y^S ^^ bearing the unavoidable incidents of human life ; 
,---^ a people who never were allowed to ims^ine that 
their principles could be contested, fly out into the 
most outrageous viol^ice when any event (and such 
events are conmion) produces a faction among their 
clergy, and gives rise to any difference in tenet or 
opinion. But whatever may be said in favour of 
suppressing, by persecution, the first b^innings of 
heresy, no solid argument can be allodged for. ex- 
tending severity towards multitudes, or endeavour- 
ing, by capital punishments, to.^exdrpate an opinion 
which has diffused itself among men of every rank 
and station. Besides the e^ctreme barbarity of such 
an attemjpt, it commcmly proves ineffectual to the 
purpose intended; and serves only to make m^i 
more obstinate in their persuasion, and to increase 
the number of their proselytes. The melancholy 
with which the fear of death, torture, and persecu- 
tion, inspires the sectaries, is the proper disposition 
for fostering religious zeal : Thje prospect of eternal 
rewards, when brought near, overpowers the dread 
of temporal punishments : The glory of martyrdom 
stimulates all the more furious zealots, especially 
the leaders and preachers : Where a violent ania^ 
sity is excited by oppression, men naturally pass 
from hating the persons of thdr tyrants, to ' a more 
[violent abhorrence; of their doctrines: And the spec- 
tators, moved with pity towards the supposed mar- 
tyrs, are easily seduced to embrace those principles 
.which can inspire men with a constancy that appears 
almost supernatural. Open the door to to^raticm, 
mutual hatred relaxes among the sectaries ; their 
attachment to their particular modes of rel^gbn de^ 
cays ; the common occupations and pleasures of life 
succeed to the acrimony of disputation ; and the same 
rrian who in other circumstances would have braved 
flames and tortures, is induced to change bis sect 
/rom th$ smallest prospect of favour and advance- 

^ ment. 
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tomtf or even £rom the frivolous hope of becoming c HA P. 
ixk>re fashionable in his principles* If any excq>tion xxxvu. 
can be admitted to this maxim of toleration, it will ^~ "^"^'"^ 
only be where a theology altogether new, nowise ^^^^' 
connected with the ancient religion of the state, is 
imported from foreign coimtries, and may easily at 
one blow be eradicated without leaving the seeds of 
future innovation. But as this exception would imply 
some apology for the ancient pagan persecutions, or 
for the extirpation of Christianity in China and Japan} 
it ought surely, on account of this detested con- 
sequence, to be rather buried in eternal silence and 
, oblivion. 

Though these arguments appear . entirely satisp 
fectory, yet such is the subtilty of human wit, that 
Gardiner and the other enemies to toleration were 
not reduced to silence ; and they still foimd topics 
on which to maintain the controversy. The doc- 
trine, said they, of liberty . of conscience, is founded 
on the most flagrant impiety, and supposes such an 
indifference among all religions, such an obscurity 
in theological doctrkies, as to render the church and 
magistrate incapable of distinguishing with certainty 
the dictates of Heaven from the mere fictions of hu- 
man imagination. If the Divinity reveals princi- 
ples to mahkuid, he will surely give a criterion by 
which they may be ascertained ; and a Prince^ who 
knowingly allows these principles to be p!^rvjerte4 
^ or adulterated, is infinitely more crimin^al thsgn if 
*^he gave permission for. the vending of rpoison und^ 
the shape of food to all his subjects. Persecuticm 
may, indeed, seem better calculated to make hypo- 
crites tl^oi converts ; but expaience teaches us, 
that the habits of hypocrisy often turn into reality ; 
and the children, at least, ignorant of the dissi- 
mulation of their parents, may happily be edu- 
cated: in more orthodox tenets. It is absurd, in op- 
position to considerations of such unspeakable im- 
portance,, 
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CHAP, portance^ to plead the temporal and fmoious in^ 
X3cxvn. terests of civil society j and if matters be dioronghly 
^""^T^T*^ examined, even that topic vwll not appear so mu- 
versally certain in favour of toleration as by some 
it is represented. Where sects arise, whose funda* 
mental principle on aU sides is to execrate, and ab- 
hor,^ and damn^ and exdrpate each other ; what 
choids has the magistrate left, but. to take part, and 
by rendering one sect entirely prevalent, restore, at 
tetst for a time, the public tranquillity ? The poli- 
dcal body being here sickly, must not be treatai as 
if it ware in a state of sound health ; and an effec- 
tual neutrality in die Prince, or even a cool pre^ 
ference, may serve 'only to encourage the hopes of 
all die sects, and keep alive their animosity. The 
protesiants, far from tolerating the religion of thdr 
ancestors, regard it as an impious and detestable 
idolatry} and during the late minority, vrhea they 
were enlirely masters, they enacted very severe 
diough not capital punishments against all exercise 
of the catfaoUc wo^hip, and even apinst such as 
barely abstained from their pro£me ntes and sacra- 
ments. Nor are instances wanting of their oidea- 
vours to secure an imagined orthodoxy by the most 
rigorous executions: Calvin has burned Servetus 
at Geneva: Cranm^r brought Arians and Anabap- 
tist to the stake : And if persecution of any k^ 
be admitted, the most bloody and violent will sorely 
be allowed die most justifiable, as the most efiectuaL 
Imprisonments, fines, confiscations, whippings, serve 
only to irritate the sects, without disabling them 
from resistance : But die stake, the wheel, and the 
« gibbet, must soc»i terminate in the extirpation or 
banishment of all the heretics inclined to rive dis- 
turbance, and in the entire silence and submission of 
the rest. 

The argumoits of Gardiner, being more agree- 
able to the cruel bigotry of Muy and Philip, were 
9 better 
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better recdved ; and though Pole pleaded, as is af« c HA P. 
firmed % the advice of the Emperor, who recom* xxxviL^ 
xiiended it to his daughter-in-law not to exercise ."^"^ 
violence against the protestants, and desired her to 
consider his own example, who, after endeavouring 
through his whole life to. extirpate heresy, had in 
the end reaped nothing but confiisbh and disap* 
pointment, the scheme of toleration was entirely 
rejected. It was determined to let loose the laws 
in their full vigour against the reformed religion ; and 
England was soon filled with scenes of horror, which 
have ever since rendered the . catholic religion the 
object of general detestation, and which prove, that 
no human depravity can equal revenge and cruelty 
covered with the mantle of religion. 

The persecutors began with Rogers, prebendary Violent 
of St. Paul's, a man eminent in his party for virtue ?^^"- * 
as well as for learning. Gardiner's plan was first to England, 
attack men of that character whom he hoped terror 
would bend to submission, and whose example, ei^ 
ther of punishment or recantatbn, wouM naturally 
have influence on the multitude : But he found a 
perseverance and courage in Rogers, which it mav 
seem strange to find in human nature, and of whica 
all ages and all sects do nevertheless furnish many 
examples. Rogers, besides the care of his own 
preservation, lay under other powerful temptations 
to compliance : He had a wife whom he tenderly 
loved, and ten children ; yet such was his serenity 
after his condemnation, that the jailors, it is said, 
waked him from a sound sleep when the hour of his 
execution approached. He had desired to see his 
wife before he died ; but Gardiner told him, that he 
was a priest, and could not possibly have a wife; 

^ Burnety vol. ii. Heylin, p*47. It is not likely, however, that 
Charles gave any such advice : For he himself was at this very 
time proceeding with great violence in persecuting the reformed 
in Flanders. Bentivoglio, part i. lib. i. 

thus 
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CHAP, thus jcmiing insult to cruelty. Rogers was burnt in 

xxxvii. Smithfield^ 

^j~"~~ HooP£R, Bishop of Glocester, had been tried at 
the same time with Rogers ; but was sent to his own 
diocese to be executed. This circumstance was 
contrived to strike the greater terror into his flock ; 
but it was a 'Source of consolation to Hooper, who 
rejoiced in giving testimony by his death to that 
doctrine which he had formerly preached among 
them. When he was tied to the stake, a stool was set 
before him, and the Queen's pardon laid upon it, 
which it was sdll in his power to merit by a recan- 
tation : But he wdered it to be removed ; and cheer- 
fully prepared himself for that dreadful punishment 
to which he was sentenced. He suffered it in its 
full severity: The wind, which was violaat, blew 
the flame of the reeds from his body : The faggots 
were green, and did not kindle easily : All his lower 
parts were consumed before his vitals were attacked : 
One of his hands dropped off": With the other he 
continued to beat his breast : He was heard to pray 
and to exhort the people ; till his tongue, swoln 
wkh the violence of his agony, could no longer 
permit him utterance. He was three quarters of 
an hour in torture, which he bore with inflexible 
constancy K 

Sanders was burned at Coventry : A pardon 
was also oflfered him; but he rejected it, and em- 
braced the ^ake, " saying. Welcome the cross of 
" Christ! welcome everlasting UfeP* Taylor, par- 
son of Hadley, was punished by fire in that place, 
surrounded by his ancient friends and parishioners. 
When tied to the stake, he rehearsed a psalm in 
English : One of his guards struck him in the mouth, 

^ Few, vol. iii. p. 119. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 502. 
8 Fox, vol. iii. p. 145, &c. Burnet, voL ii. p. 302. Heyiin, 
p.48, 49. Godwin, p.349. 

and 
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and l>ade him speak Latin : Another, in a rage, gave CH A P. 
him a blow on the head with' his halbert, wluch hap- ^^^ ■j* 
pily put an end to his torments. ^ukk^ 

There was one Philpot, Archdeacon of Win* 
Chester, inflamed with such zeal for orthodoxy, that 
having been engaged in dispute with an Arum, he 
spit in his adversary's face to shew the great detes* 
tation which he had entertained against that hereay« 
He afterwards wrote a treatise to jusdfy this tinman* 
nerly expressbn of zeal : He said, that he was led 
to it in order to relieve the sorrow conceived from 
such horrid bls^hemy, and to signify how unwor- 
thy such a miscreant was of being admitted into the 
society of any Christian \ Philpot was a protestant ; 
and ralUng now into the hands of people as zealous 
as himseli, but more powerful, he was condenmed 
to the flames, and sufiered at Smithfield. It seems 
to be almost a general rule, that in all religions exr 
cept the true, no man will suflfer martyrdom who 
would not also inflict it willingly on all that differ 
from him. The same zeal for speculative opinions 
is the cause of both. 

The crime for which almost all the protestants 
were condemned was, their refusal to acknowledge 
the real presence. Gardiner, who had vainly ex. 
pected that a few examples would strike a terror 
mto the reformers, finding the work daily multiply 
npon him, devolved the invidious office on others, 
chiefly on Bonner, a man of profligate manners, and 
c^ a brutal character, who seemed to rejoice in the 
toirments of the unhappy sufferers '• He sometimes 
wh^ped the prisoners with his own hands, till he 
was tired with the violence of the exercise : He tore 
out the beard of a weaver who refused to relinquish 
his religion i and that he might give him a spedowsL 

^ Stiy^e, voLiii. p. 26U and ColL N^58. 
« HejrUn, p. 47, 48, 

II of 
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CHAP, of burning, he held his hand to the candle iffl the 

XXXVII. sinews and veins shrunk and burst*, 
j.^^ It is needless to be particular in enumerating aU 

the cruelties practised in England during the course 
of thfee years that these persecutions lasted : The 
savage barbarity on the one hand, and the patient 
constancy on the other, are so similar in all those 
martyrdoms, that the narrative, little agreeable in 
itself, would never be relieved by aay variety. 
'Human nature a{^)ears not, on any occasion, so de- 
testable, and at the same time so absurd, as in these ' 
religious persecutions, which sink men below infer* 
nal spirits in wickedness, and below the beasts in 
folly. A few instances only may be worth pre- 
serving, in order, if possible, to warn zealous bigots 
for ever to avoid ^such odious and such fruitless 
barbarity. 

Ferrar, Bishop of St. David's, was burned in 
his own diocese; and his appeal to Cardinal Pole 
was not attended to K Ridley, Bishop of LoiKk>n, 
and Latim^, formerly Bishop «f Worcester, two 
prelates celebrated for learning and virtue, perished 
together in the same flames at Oxford, and sup- 
ported each other's constancy by their mutual ex- 
hortations. Latimer, when tied to the stake, called 
to his companion, ^^ Be of good cheer, brodier ; 
^^ we shall this day Idndle such a torch in England, 
" as, I trust in God, shall never be 'extingiMsbed/^ 
Hie (jexecutioDers had been ^o merctful (for that 
clemency may more naturally be ascribed to them 
than to the religious zealots) as to tie bags of gun- 
powder about th^ prelates, in order to put a speedy 
period to the^ tortures: The explosion immediatetjr 
killed Latimer, who was in extreme old age ; Ridl^ 
coMiaued aiive duj^g some time in the nudst of 
the flames*. 



* Fox, voLiii. p. 187. ^ Ibid. p. «i6. 

^ Burnet, voL ii. p. 318. Heylin, p. 5a. 
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One Hunter^ a young xnxtk of nineteen, an ap- CHAP, 
prentice, having been sauced by a priest into a do- xxxvii. 
pute, had uniK^ffily denied the real presence. Sen- ^ ~^ 
sible of his danger, he immediately absconded ; bnt 
Bonner laying hold of his father, threatened him 
vdth the greatest severities if he- did not produce the 
youuK man to stand his trial. Hunter hearing of the 
vexations to which his father was exposed, vohintadly 
surrendered himself to Bonner, and was condenmed 
to the flames by that barbarous prelate. 

Thomas Haukes, when conducted to the stdke, 
agreed with his friends, that if he found the torture 
tolerable, he would make them a signal to that pur- 
pose in the midst of the flames. His zeal for the 
cause in which he suflfered so supported him that he 
stretched out his arms, the signal agreed on; and 
in that posture he expired K This example, wii^ 
many othars of like constancy, encouraged multi- 
tudes not only to suflFer, but even to court and a&|»re 
to martyrdom. 

The tender sex itself, as they have commonly 
•greater propensity to religion, produced many es:-^ 
amples of the most inflexible courage in supporting 
the profession of it against all the fury of the per- 
secutors. One execution in particular was attended 
with circumstances, which, even at that time, ex- 
cited astonishment by reason of their unusual bar- 
iiarity. A woman in Guernsey, being near the tune 
of her labour when brought to the stake, was thrown 
into such adtation by the torture that her betty 
burst, and ^e was delivered in the midst of the 
Aames. One of the guards immediately snatched 
die mfant from the fire, and attempted to save it: 
But a magistrate who stood by, ordered it to l;>e 
thrown back, being determined, he said, that no- 
tiimg should survive which sprang from so obstinate 
and heretical a parent "• 

* Fox, vol. iii. p. 265. ^ Ibid. p.. 747, HeylUi, p. 57. 

Bamet, vol. ii. ^. 337. 

Th» 
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CHAP. The persons condemned to these punishments 
xx xviL were not convicted of teaching, or dogmatismg, 
* ^ ^' contrary to the established religion : They were 
^^^' seized merely on suspidon ; and articles being offer- 
ed them to subscribe, they were immediately upon 
their refusal condemned to the flames \ These in- 
stances of barbarity, so unusual in the nation, ex- 
cited horror , the constancy of the martyrs was the 
object of admiration ; and as men. have a principle 
of equity engraven in their minds, which even &lse 
religion is not able totally to obliterate, they were 
shocked to see persons of probity, of honour, of 
j»ous dispositions, exposed to punishments more se- 
vere than were inflicted on the greatest ruffians for 
crimes subversive of dvil. society. To exterminate 
the whole protestant party was known to be im- 
possible ; and nothing could appear more iniquitous, 
than to subject to torture the most conscientious and 
courageous among them, and allow the cowards 
and hypocrites to escape. Each martyrdom, there- 
fore, was equivalent td a hundred sermons against 
popery ; and men either avoided such horrid spec- 
tacles, or returned from them full of a violent, 
though secret, indignation against the persecutors. 
Repeated orders were sent from the council to 
quickm the diligence of the magistrates in searching 
- out h^etics; and in some places the gentry were 
constrained to countenance by their presence those 
barbarous executions. These acts of violence tended 
only to render the Spanish government daily more 
odious ; and Philip, sensible of the hatred which 
he incurred, endeavoured to remove the reproach 
from himself by a very gross artifice : He ordered 
his confessor to deliver in his presence a sermon in 
favour of toleration ; a doctrine somewhat extraor- 
4inary in the mouth of a Spanish friar ^ But the 
court finding* that Bonner, however shameless and 

• Burnet, voLii. p. 306. • Heylini p. 56. 

savage. 
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ravage, would not bear alone the whole infamy, soon CHAP, 
threw off the mask ; and the unrelentmg temper of xxxvil 
the Queen^ as well as of the King^ appeared without i^ rT 
controul; A bold step was even taken towards in- ^ 
trdducing the inquisition into England. As the 
bishops* courts, though extremely arbitrary, and not 
confined by any ordinary forms of law, appeared 
not to be invested with sufficient power, a commis- 
sion was appointed, by authority of the Queen's 
prerogative, more effectually to extirpate heresy. 
Twenty-one persons ^were named ; but toy three were 
armed with the powers of the whole. The com- 
mission runs in these terms : " That since ' many 
*' false rumours were published among the subjects, 
** and many heretical opinions were also spread 
*' among them, the commissioners were to enquire 
*' into those, either by presentments, by witnesses, 
*' or any other political way they could devise, and 
** to search after all heresies : The bringers in, the 
*' sellers^ the readers of all heretical books : They 
** were to examine and punish all misbehaviours or 
*' negligences in any church or chapel ; and to try 
•* all priests that did not preach the sacrament of the 
*^ altar ; all persons that did not hear mas^, or come 
^ to their parish church to service, that would not 
*• go in processions, or did not take holy bread or 
** holy water : And if they found any that did obsti- 
** nately persist in such heresies, they were to put 
*' them into the hcuids of their ordinaries, to be 
•^ punished according to the spiritual laws: Giving 
** the commissioners full power to proceed as their 
•* discretions and conscientes should direct them, 
*^ and to use all such means as they would invent 
*^ for the searching of the premises ; empowering 
•^ them also to tall before them such witnesses as^hey 
*• pleased, and to force them to make oath of such 
**. things as might discover what they sought after p." 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. colL 32. 

irojuiv. E.E Some 
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CHAP. Some civil powers were also given the commissioners 
xxxvii. to pmiish vagabonds and quarrelsome persons. 
^""^TTT^ To bring the methods of proceeding in England 
still nearer to the practice of the inquisition, letters 
were written to Lord North, and others, enjoining 
them, " To put to the torture such obstinate persons 
<< as would not confess, and there to order them at 
" their discretion \*' Secret spies also and informers 
were employed, according to the practice of that 
iniquitous tribunal. Instructions were given to the 
justices of peace, ^^ That they should call secretly 
" before them one or two honest persons within 
^^ their limits, or more, at their discretion, and com- 
^V mand them by oath, or otherwise, that they shall 
" secretly learn and search out such persons zs 
^^ shall eviUbehave themselves in church, or idly, 
^' or shall .despise openly by words, the Song's or 
^* Queen's proceedings, or go about to make any 
^^ commotion, or tell any seditious tales or news. 
^^ And also that the same persons so to be appointed 
^' shall declare to the same justices of pe^ce the ill 
^' behaviour of lewd disordered persons, whether it 
^' shall be for using unlawful games, and such other 
^^ light behaviour of such suspected persons : And 
^^ that the same information shall be given secretly 
^^ to the justices ; and the same justices shall call 
^^ such accused persons before them, and examine 
" them, without declaring by whom they were ac- 
«« cused. And that the same justices shall, upon 
'^ their examination, punish the offenders according 
«< as dieir offences shall appear, upon the accuse- 
^^ ment and examination, by their discretion, either 
*< by open punishment or by good abearing'.** In 
some respects this tyrannical edict even exceeded 
the oppression of the inquisition ; by mtrodndng, 
into every part of government, the same iniquities 
which that tribunal practises for the ex&pation of 

^ Burnett tqI. m. p. 245. ■* Ibid, p.246, 247. 
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heresy only, and which are in some measure neces- CHAP 
sary wherever that end is earnestly pursued. xxxvu. 

But the court had devised a more expeditious and 
Nummary method of supporting orthodoxy than even 
the inquisition itself. - They issued a proclamation 
against books of heresy, treason and sedition ; and 
declared, " That whosoever had any of these books, 
^' and did not presently burn them, without reading 
^* them, or shewing them to any other person, 
•* should be esteemed rebels ; and without any far- 
** ther delay be executed by martial law */* From 
the state of the English government during that 
period, it is not so much the illegality of these pro- 
ceedings, as their violence and their pernicious ten- 
dency, which ought to be the object of our censure. 

We have thrown together almost all the proceed- 
ings against heretics, though carried on during a 
course of three years ; that we may be obliged, as 
Kttle as possible, to return to such shocking vio- 
lences and barbarities. It is computed, that in that 
time two hundred and seventy-seven persons were 
brought to the stake ; besides those who were 
punished by imprisonment, fines, and confiscations. 
Among those who suffered by fire were five bishops, 
twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlemen, eighty- 
four tradesmen, one hundred husbandmen, servants 
and labourers, fifty-five women, and four children. 
This persevering cruelty appears astonishing ; yet is 
it much inferior to what has been practised in other 
countries. A great author' computes, that in the 
Netherlands alone, from the time that the edict of 
Charles V. was promulgated against the reformers, 
there had been fifty thousand persons hanged, be- 
headed, buried alive, or burnt, on account of reli- 
gion ; and that in France the number had also been, 
considerable. Yet in both countries, as the same 

» Buroety toI. ii. p. 363. Heylin, p. 79. * Father Paul, Kb. v. 
£ £ 2 author 
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CHAP, author subjoins, the progress of the new opinions 
xxxviL ^ instead of being checked, was rather forwarded by 
these persecutions. 

The burning of heretics was a very natural me- 
thod of reconciling the kingdom to the Romish 
communion, and httle solicitation was requisite to 
engage the Pope to receive the strayed flock, from 
\vhich he reaped such considerable profit : Yet was 
there a solemn embassy sent to Rome, consisting of 
Sir Anthony Brown, created Viscount Montacute, 
the Bishop of Ely, and Sir Edward Carne ; in order 
to carry the submissions of England, and beg to be 
re-adit\itted into the bosom of die catholic church ". 
Paul IV. after a short interval, now filled the papal 
chair ; the most haughty Pontiff that during several 
ages had been elevated to that dignity. He was 
oifended that Mary still retained among her titles 
that of Queen of Ireland ; and he affirmed, that it 
belonged to him alone, as he saw cause, either to 
erect new kingdoms or abolish the old: But to 
avoid all dispute with the new converts, he thought 
proper to erect Ireland into a kingdom, and he then 
admitted the title, as if it had been assumed from 
his concession. This was a usual artifice of the 
Popes, to give allowance to what they could not pre- 
vent'', and afterwards pretend that Princes, while 
they exercised their own powers, were only acting 
by authority from the papacy. And though Paul had 
at first intended to oblige Mary formally to .recede 
from this title before he would bestow it upon her ; 
he found it prudent to proceed in a less haughty 
manner \ 

Another point in discussion between the Pope 
and the English ambassadors was not so easily ter- 
minated. Paul insisted, that the property and pos- 
sessions of the church should be restored to the ut- 

» Heylin, p. 45. *• Ibid. Father Paul, lib. v. 

' ' Father Paul, lib. t. 

termost 
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tertnost farthing: That whatever belonged to God CHAP, 



could never by any law be converted to profane xxxvn. 



uses, and every person who detained such possessions , --.^ 
was in a state of eternal damnation : That he would 
willingly, in consideration of the humble submis- 
sions of the English, make them a present of these 
ecclesiastical revenues ; but such a concessioi^ ex- 
ceeded his power, and the people might be certain 
that so great a profanation of holy things would be a 
perpetual anathema upon them, and would blast all 
their future felicity : That if they would truly shew 
their filial piety, they must restore all the privileges 
and emoluments of the Romish church, and Peter's 
pence amongst the rest ; nor could they expect that 
this apostle would open to them the gates of para- 
dise, while they detained from him his patrimony 
on earth ^. These earnest remonstrances being trans- 
mitted to England, though they had little influence 
on the nation, operated powerfully on the Queen; 
who was determined, ir^ order to ea§e her con- 
science, to restore all the church lands which were 
still in the possession of the crown: And the more 
to display her zeal, she erected 5inew some convents 
and Ihonasteries, notwitlistanding the low condi- 
tion of the exchequer''* When this measure was 
debated in council, some members objected, that if 
such a considerable part of the revenue were dis- 
membered, the dignity of the crown would fell to 
decay ; but the gueen replied, that she preferred 
the salvation of her soul to ten such kingdoms as 
England % These imprudent measures would not 

{irobably have taken place so easily, had it not been 
or the death of Gardiner, which happened about 
this time: The great seal was given to Heathe, 
Archbishop of York ; that an ecclesiastic might stil^ 

I' Father Paul, Hb. v. Heylm, p.45. ' 

* Depeches de Noailles, vol.. iv. p.3 1 2. 

^ Heylin, p.53. 65, Holingslied, p. 1 127^ Speed, %%^ 
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CH A P. be possessed of that.high office, and be better enabled 
^^^^^^', by his authority to forward the persecutions against 

,~^-- the reformed. 
2ist Oct. These persecutions were now become extremely 
A parlia- odious to the nation ; and the effects of the public, 
ment. discontent appeared in the new parliament summon- 
ed to meet at Westminster **. • A bill '^ was passed, re- 
storing to the church the tenths and first fruits, and 
all the impropriations which remained in the ^ hands, 
of the crown ; but though this matter directly con- 
cerned none but the Queen herself, great opposition 
was made to the bill in the house of commons. An 
application being made for a subsidy during two 
years, and for two fifteenths, the latter was refnsed 
by the commons; and many members said, that 
while the crown was thus despoiling itself of its re- 
venue, it was in vain to bestow riches upon it. The. 
parliament rejected a: bill for obliging the exiles to 
return under certain penalties, and another for inca- 
pacitating such as were remiss in the prosecution of 
heresy from being justices of the peace. The Queen,. 
finding the intracta&le humour of the commons, 
thought proper to dissolve the parliament. 
9th Dec The spirit of opposition which began to prevail 
in parliament was the more likely to be vexatious to 
Mary, as she was otherwise in very bad humour on 
account of her husband's absence, who, tired of her 
importunate love and jealojisy, and finding his au- 
V thority extremely limited in England, had laid hold 
of the first opportu|iity to leave her, and had gone 
over last summer to the Eniperor in Flanders. The 
- indifference and neglect of Philip, added to the dis- 
appointment in her imagined pregnancy, threw her 
into deep melancholy; and she gave vent to her 
spleen, by daily enforcing the persecutions against 
the protestants, and .even by expressions of rage 
against all her subjects ; by y^om she knew herself 

* Burnet) vol. ii. p.^zz. "' 

< 2 and 3 Phil, and Mar. cap. 4. 
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to be hated, and whose opposition, in refusing an CHAP, 
entire compliance with Philip, was the cause, she .^^ Y^^^ 
believed, why he had alienated his affections from ,--- 
her, and afforded her so little of his company**. 
The less return her love met with, the more it in- 
creased; and she passed most of her time in soli- 
tude, where she gave vent to her passion, either in 
tears, or in writing fond epistles to Philip, who 
seldom returned her any answer, and scarcely 
deigned to pretend any sentiment of love or even 
of gratitude towards her. The chief part of govern- The 
ment to which she attended was the extorting of £^or" * 
money from her people, in order to satisfy his de- tions." 
mands ; and as the parliament had granted her but 
a scanty supply, she had recourse to expedients 
very violent and irregular. She levied a loan of 
60,000 pounds upon a thousand persons, of whose 
compliance, either on account of their riches or 
their affections to her, she held herself best assur- 
ed : But that sum not sufficmg, she exacted a gene- 
ral loan on every one who possessed twenty pounds 
a-year. This imposition lay heavy on the gentry^ 
who were obliged many of them to retrench their 
expences, and dismiss their servants, in order to 
enable them to c(»nply with her demands : And as 
these servants, accustomed to idleness, and having 
no means of subsistence, commonly betook them- 
selves to theft and robbery, the Queen published a 
proclamation by which she obliged their former 
masters to take them back to their service. She 
levied 60,000 marks on 7000 yeomen, who had 
not contributed to the former loan, and she exact* 
ed 36,000 pounds more from the merchants. In ^ 
order to engage^some Londoners to comply more 
willingly .with her multiplied extortions, she passed 
ai^ edict, prohibiting for four months the exporting 
of any English cloth or kersey to the Netherlands; 

^ Depechesde Noailles, vol. ▼. p«370« 562. 
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an expedient which procured a good market /or 
such as had already sent any quantity of cloth thi- 
ther. Her rapaciousness engaged her to give end- 
less disturbance and interruption to commerce. The 
English company settled in Antwerp having refused 
her a loan* of 40,000 pounds, she dissembled her re- 
sentment till she found that they had bought and 
shipped great quantities of cloth for Antwerp feir, 
which was approaching: She then laid ^ an embargo 
on the ships, and obliged the merchants to grant her 
a loan of the 40,000 pounds at first demanded, to 
engage for the payment of 20,000 pounds more at a 
limited time, and to submit to an arbitrary imposi- 
tion of twenty shillings on each piece. Some time 
after she was informed, that the Italian merchants 
had shipped above 40,000 pieces of cloth for the 
Levant, for which they were to pay her a crown a- 
piece, the usual imposition : She struck a bargain 
with the merchant adventurers in London j prohi- 
bited the foreigners from making any exportation j 
and received from the English merchants, in con^- 
deration of this iniquity, the sum of 50,000 pounds^ 
and an imposition of four crowns on each piece of 
cteth which they should export. She attempted to 
borrow great sums abroad; but her credit was so low, 
that though sh^ offered 14 per cent, to the city of 
Antwerp for a loan of 30,000 poimds, she could not 
obtain it till she compelled the city of London to be 
surety for her*=. All these violent expedients were 
employed while she herself was in profound peace 
with all the world, and bad visibly no occasion for 
money but to supply the demands of a husband, 
who gave attention only to his own convenience, and 
showed himself entirely indifferent about her interests. 
Philip was now become master of all the wealth 
of the new world, and of the richest and most ex* 

^ Godwin, P.3J9. Cowper's Chronicle. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 359. 
Carte, p. 330. 333. 337. 341. Strype's Meinor. vol. iii. p.428. 
^58. Annals, vol. i. p. 15. 
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tensive dominions in Europe, by the voluntary re- rji Ap 
dgnation of the Emperor Charles V. who, though xxxvu/ 
still in the vigour of his age, had taken a disgust ^ -y- -^ 
to the world, and was determined to seek, in the ^555* 
tranqtiillity, of retreat, for that happiness which he 
had in vam pursued amidst the, tumults of war, ^nd. 
the restless projects of ambition. He summoned 2cthOct« 
the states of the Low Countries ; and, seating him- 
self on the throne for the last time, explained to his 
subjects the reasons of his resignation, absolved 
them fron^ all oaths of allegiance, and devolving 
his authority on Philip, told him, that his paternal 
tenderness made him weep, when he reflected on 
the burden which he imposed upon him \ He in- 
culcated on him the great and only duty of a Prince, 
the study of his people's happiness ; and represent- 
ed how much preferable it was to govern by affection 
rather than l>y fear the nations subjected to his do- 
minion. The cool reflections of age now dbcovered 
to him the emptiness of his former pursuits; and 
he found that the vain schemes of extending his em- 
pire had been the source of endless opposition and dis* 
appointment, and kept himself, his neighbours, and 
his subjects, in perpetual inquietude, and had frustrat- 
ed the sole end of government, the felicity of the 
nations committed to his care ; an pbject which meets 
with less opposition, and which, if steadily pursued, 
can alone convey a lasting and solid satisfaction. 
. A FEW months after he resigned to Philip his ,--^ 
other dominions ; and embarking on board a fleet, 
sailed to Spain, and took his journey to St. Just, a 
mcmastery in Estremadura, which, being situated in 
a happy climate, and amidst the greatest beauties of 
nature, he had chosen for the place of his retreats 
When he arrived at Burgos he. found, by the thin- 
ness of his court, and the negligent attendance of 
the Spanish grandees, that he was no longer Em- 
peror J and though this observation might convince 

^ Thuan. lib. xvi, c. 20. 
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CHAP, him still more of the vanity of the M^rld, and make 
^^^^"^, him more heartily despise what he had renounced, 
^55^* he sighed to find that all former adulation and 
obeisance had been paid to his fortune, not to his 
person. With better reason was he struck with the 
ingratitude of his son Philip, who obliged him to 
wait a long time for the payment of the small pen- 
ston whidb he had reserved; and this disappoint- 
ment in his domestic enjoyments gav^ him a sensi* 
ble concern. He pursued, however, his resolution 
with inflexible constancy ; and, shutting himself up 
in his retreat, he exerted such self-command, that 
he restrained even his curiosity from any enquiry 
concerning the transactions of the world, which he 
had entirely abandoned. The fencing against the 
pains and infirmities under which he laboured oc* 
cupied a great part of his time ; and during the in- 
tervals he employed his leisure either in examining 
the controversies of theology, with which his age 
bad been so much agitated, and which he had hi* 
therto considered only in a political light, or in 
imitating the works ot renowned artists, particularly 
in mechanics, of which he had always been a great 
admirer and encourager. He is said to have here dis- 
covered a propensity to the new doctrines; and to 
have frequaitly dropped hints of this unexpected 
alteration in his sentiments. Having amused himself 
with the construction of clocks and watches, he thence 
remarked how impracticable the object was in which 
he had so niuch employed himself during his gran- 
deur ; and how impossible that he, who never could 
frame two machines that would go exactly alike, 
could ever be able to make all mankind concur in 
the same belief and opinion. He survived his retreat 
- two years. 

The Emperor Charles had very early in the begin- 
ning of his reign found the difficulty of governing 
such distant dominions ; and he had made his bro- 
ther Ferdinand be elected King of the Romans ; with 

a view 
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a view to his inheriting the Imperial dignity, as well CHAP, 
as his German dominions. But having afterwards ^^^^^v 
enlarged his schemes, and formed plans of aggran- ^-.^^ 
dizing his family, he regretted that he must die-' / ^ ' 
member such considerable states; and he endea- 
voured to engage Ferdinand by the most tempting 
offers, and most earnest solicitations, to yield up 
his pretensions in favour of Philip. Finding his at- 
tempts fruitless, he had resigned the Imperial crown 
with his other dignities; and Ferdinand, according 
to common form, applied to the Pope for his coro- 
nation. The arrogant pontiff refused the demand ; 
and pretended, that though on the death of an Em- 
peror he was obliged to crown the Prince elected, 
yet, in the case of a resignation, the right devolved 
to the holy see, and it belonged to the Pope alone 
to appoint an Emperor. The ccjiuluct of Paul was 
in every thing conformable to these lofty preten** 
sions. He thund^ed always in the ears of all am^ 
bassadors, that he stood in no need of the assistance 
of any Prince ; that he was above all potentates of 
the earth ; that he would not accustom monarchs to 
pretend to a familiarity or equality with him ; that 
it belonged to him to alter and regulate kingdoms ; 
that he was successor of those who had deposed 
Kings and Emperoi:s; and that, rather than submit 
to any thing below his dignity, he would set fire to 
the four corners of the world. He went so far, as 
at table, in the presence of many persons, and even 
openly, in a public consistory, to say, that he would 
not admit any Kings for his companions ; they were 
all his subjects, and he would hold them under these 
feet : So saying, he stamped on the ground with his 
old and infirm mnbs : For he was now past fourscore 
years of age % 

The world could not forbear making a comparison 
between Charles V. a Prince who, though educated 
amidst wars and intrigues of state, had prevented the 

« Father Paul, lib. v. 

decUne 
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CHAP, decline of age, and had descended from the throne, 
4^^^^^^\ ^^ order to set apart an interval for thought and re- 
icc6. fiction, and a priest who, in the extremity of old 
age, exulted in his dominion, and, from restless am- 
bition and revenge, was throwing all nations into 
combustion. Paul had entertained the most inve- 
terate animosity against the house of Austria ; and 
though a truce of five years had been concluded be- 
tween France and Spain, he excited Henry, by his 
solicitations, to break it, and promised to assist him 
in recovering Naples, and the dominions to which 
' he laid claim in Italy ; a project which had ever 

? roved hurtful to the predecessors of that monarch. 
[e himself engaged in hostilities with the Duke of 
Alva, Viceroy of Naples ; and Guise being sent with 
forces to support him, the renewal of war between 
the two crowns seemed almost inevitable. Philip, 
though less warlike than his father, was no less am- 
bitious ; and he trusted, that by the intrigues of the 
cabinet, where he believed his caution and secrecy 
and prudence gave him the superiority, he shoula 
be able to subdue all his enemies, and extend his au- 
thority and dominion. For this reason, as well as 
jfrom the desire of settling his new empire, he wished 
to maintain peace with France ; but when he found, 
that without sacrificing his honpur It was impossible 
for him to Overlook the hostile attempts of Henry^ 
he prepared for war with great industry. In order 
to give himself the more advantage, he was desirous 
of embarking England in the quarrel ; and though 
the Queen was of herself extremely averse to that 
measure,- he hoped that the devoted fondness, which, 
notwithstanding repeated instances of his. indiffe- 
rence, she still bore to him, would effectually second 
his applications. Had the matter indeed depended 
solely on her, she was incapable of resisting her hus-i 
band's commands; but she had little weight with 
her council, still less v^ith her people; and her go- 
vernment, which was every day becoming more 

odious^ 
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odious, seemed unable to maintain itself even during CHAP, 
the most profound tranquillity, much more if a war XJOtvii. 
were kindled with France, and, what seemed an in- ' ir risT^ 
evitable consequence, with Scotland, supported by 
that powerful kingdom. 

An act of barbarity was this year exercised in Ezeco* 
England, which, added to many other instances of tionof 
the same kind, tended to render the government ex- ^™°°^'' 
tremely unpopular. Cranmer had long been de- 
tained prisoner ; but the Queen now determined to 
bring him to punishment ; and in order the more 
fully to. satiate her vengeance, she resolved to pu- 
nish him for heresy, rather than for treason.- He 
was cited by the Pope to stand his trial at Rome ; 
and though he was known to be kept in close custody 
at Oxford, he was, upon his not appearing, con- 
demned as contumacious. Bonner Bishop of Lon- 
don, and Thirleby of Ely, were sent to degrade him j 
and the former executed the melancholy cere- 
mony with all the joy and exultation which suited 
his savage nature ^ The implacable spirit of the 
Queen, not satisfied with the eternal damnation of 
Cranmer which she believed inevitable, and with 
the execution of that dreadful sentence to which he 
was condemned, prompted her also to seek the ruin 
of his honour, and the infamy of his name. Per- 
sons were employed to attack him, not in the way 
of disputation, against which he was sufficiently 
armed; but by flattery, insinuation, and address; 
by representing the dignities to which his character 
still entitled him, if he would merit them by a re- 
cantation; by giving hopes of long enjoying those 
powerful friends whom his beneficent disposition had 
attached to him during the course of his prospe* 
rity^ Overcome by the fond love of life, terri- 
fied by the prospect of those tortures which awaited 
him , he allowed, in an unguarded hour, the senti* 

' Mem. of Cranm. p. J75. * Ueylui, p. j;, Mem. p. 383. ^ 
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CHAP, ments of nature to prevail over his resoluticHi, and 
xxxvir. ^ he agreed to subscribe the doctrines of the papal 
'^ukG- supremacy, and of the real presence. The court, 
equally perfidious and cruel, were determined that 
this recantation should avail him nothing ; and they 
sent him orders that he should be required to ac- 
knovirledge his errors in church before the whole 
Marchsi. people, and that he should thence be immediately 
carried to execution. Cranmer, whether that he 
had received a secret intimation of their design, or 
had repented of his weakness, surprised the audience 
by a contrary declaration. He said, that he was well 
apprised of the obedience which he owed to his so* 
vereign and the laws ; but this duty extended no far- 
ther than to svibmit patiently to their commands, and 
to bear, without resistance, whatever hardships they 
should impose upon him : That a superior duty, the 
duty which he owed to his Maker, obliged him to 
speak truth on all occasions, and not to relinquish, 
by a base denial, the holy doctrine which the Su- 
preme Being had revealed to mankind : That there 
was one miscarriage in his life, of which, above all 
others, he severely repented j the insincere declara- 
tion of faith to which he had the weakness to con- 
sent, and which the fear of death alcMie had extorted 
from him : That he took this opportunity of 
atoning for his error, by a sincere and open recan- 
tation ; and was willing to seal, with his blood, that 
doctrine which he. firmly believed to be communi- 
cated from Heaven: And that, as his hand had 
erred, by betraying his heart, it should first be pu- 
nished, by a severe but just doom, and should first 
pay the forfeit of its offences. He was thence led 
to the stake, amidst the insults of the catholics ; and 
^ having now summoned up all the force of his mind, 
he bore their scorn, as well as the torture of his 
punishment, with singular fortitude. He stretched 
out his hand, and, without betraying, either by his 
Countenance or motions, the least sign of weaBjiess, 
9 or 
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or even of feelings he held it in the flames till it was CH AP« 
entirely consumed. His thoughts seemed wholly xxxvn. 
occupied with reflections on his former fault, and he ~ \^Ik^ 
called aloud several times, TAis hand has offended. 
Satisfied ^th that atonement, he then discovered a 
serenity in his countenance ; and when the fire at- 
tacked his body, he seemed to be quite insensible 
of his outward suflFerings, and by the force of hope 
and resolution, to have collected hii . mind alto- 
gether within itself, and to repel the fury of the 
flames. It is pretended, that after his body was 
consumed, his heart was found entire and untouched 
amidst the ashes \ ah event which, as it was the 
emblem of his constancy, was fondly believed by the 
zealous protestants. He was imdoubtedly a man of 
merit; possessed of learning and capacity, and adorned 
with candour, sincerity, and beneficence, and all those 
virtues which were fitted to render him useful and 
amiable in society. His moral qualities procured 
him universal respect ; and the courage of his mar<« 
tyrdom^ though he fell short of the rigid inflexibility 
observed in many, made him the hero of the pro- 
testant party ^ 

After Cranmer's death Cardinal Pole, who had 
now taken priest's orders, was installed in the see of 
Canterbury ; and was thus, by this office, as well as 
by his commission of legate, placed at the head of 
the church of England. But though he was averse 
to all sanguinary methods of converting heretic^^ 
and deemed the reformation of the clergy the more 
eflPectual, as the more laudable expedient for that 
purpose'; he found his authority too weak to op- 
pose the barbarous and bigotted disposition of the 
Queen and of her counsellors. He himself, he 
knew, had been suspected of Lutheranism ; and as 
Pkul, the reigning Pope, was a furious persecutor, 

^ Burnet) vol. ii. p. 33 1, 3329 Jtc. Godwin, p. 352. 
^ Suroet, voLii. p. 324, 325. 

and 
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' CHAPk and his personal enemy, he was prompted, by tK« 
X3UCVIL modesty of his disposition, to reserve his credit fot 
other occasions, in which he had a greater probability 
of success \ \ 

^J57« The great object of the Queen was to engage the 
nation in the war which was kindled between France 
and Spain; and Cardinal Pole> with many other 
counsellors^ openly and ^zealously opposed this mea- 
sure% Besides insisting on the marriage articles, 
which provided against such an attempt, they re- 
presented the violencg, of the domestic factions in 
England, and the disordered state of the finances} 
and^they foreboded, that the tendency of all these 
measures was to reduce the kingdom to a total de- 
pendence on Spanish counsels. Philip had come 
to. London, in order to support his partisans ; and 
he told the Queen, that if he were not gratified in 

' so reasonable a request, he never more would set 

foot in England, This declaration extremely Hdght* 
ened her zeal for promoting his interests, and over* 
coming the inflexibility of her Council. After em- 
ploying other menaces of a more violent nature, 
she threatened to dismiss all of them, and to ap- 
point counsellors more obsequious; yet could she 
not procure a vote for declaring war with France* 
At length, one Stafford and some other conspirators 
were detected in a deagn of surprising Scarbo* 
rough * ; and a confession being extorted from them, 
that they had been encouraged by Henry in the at* 
tempt, the Queen's importunity prevailed ; and it 
was determined to make this act of hostility, with 
others of a like secret and doubtful nature, the ground 
of the quarrel. War was accordingly declared against 
France ; and preparations were every where made fof 
attacking that kingdom. 

* Heylin, p. 68, 69. Burnet^ vol.ii. p-jzy. 

* Heylin, p. 72. Burnet, vol. ii. ?• 351- Sir Jamet MeWi 
Memoirs. 
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' The revenue of England at that time little ex- CHAP, 
ceeded 300,000 pounds". Any considerable sup- xxxm^ 
plies could scarcely be expected from parliament, *"j-^-_ 
considering the present disposition of the nation; 
and as the. war would sensibly diminish that branch 
arising from the customs, the finances, it was fore- 
seen, would fall short even of the ordinary charges 
of government ; and must still more prove unequal . 
to the expences of war. But though the Queen 
owed great arrears to all her servants, besides the 
loans extorted from her subjects, these considera- 
tions had no influence with her ; and, in order to 
support her warlike preparations, she continued to 
levy money in the same arbitrary and violent man- 
ner which she had formerly practised. She obliged 
the city of London to supply her with 60,000 
pounds on her husband's entry; she levied before 
the legal time the second year's subsidy voted by 
parliament; she issued anew many privy seals, by 
which she procured loans from her people; and 
having equipped a fleet, which she could not vic- 
tual by reason of the dearness of provisions, she 
seized all the com she could find in SuflFolk and 
Norfolk, without paying any price to the owners. ^ 
By all these expedients, assisted by the power of 
pressing, she levied an army of ten thousand men, 
which she sent over to the Low Countries, under 
the command of the Earl of Pembroke. Meanwhile, 
in order to prevent any disturbance at home, many 
of the most considerable gentry were thrown into 
the Tower ; and lest they should be known, the 
Spanish practice was followed : They either were 
.carried tnither in the night-time, or were hood- 
winked and mufiled by the guards ^o conducted 
them °. 

'^ Roasiy Success! d'loghilterra. 

■ Strype's Eccles. Memorials, yoI. iii. p. 377* 
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CHAP. The Kvfig pf $pam had aissembled an army which^ 
xxxvtt. after the junction of the English, amounted to above 
"^je^^^ sixty thousand men, conducted by Philibert Duke 
^^^ of Savoy, one of the greatest captains of the age* 
The constable, Mont«iiorency, who commanded the 
French army, had n^t half the number to oppose to 
him. The Dm^o of Savoy^ after menacing loariem* 
bourgh and Rocroy, suddenly sat down b^re St. 
Quintin; and as the place was weak and ill proi* 
vided with a garrison, he es;pected in ^ few d^ys 
to become master of it. But Admiral Cpligny, go- 
vernor of the province, thinlung his^ honour in- 
terested to save So unportant a fortress, threw hi^^r 
self into St. Quintin, with some troops, of Frenclk 
and Scottish gensdarmery ; and by his exhortations 
and example animated &e soldiers to a vigorous 
loth defence. He dispatched a messenger to his uncle 
^^^' MontiQorency, desiring a si^ly of meE^ ; and the 
constable approached the place with his w^e ajrmy> 
in order to facilitate the entry of these sucqour& 
But the Duke of Savoy, falling on the reinforce- 
ment, did such execution v^pon them, that not above 
Batde of five hundred got into tb^ pl^ce. lie next 9iade an 
St. Quin. attack on the French army, and put them to total 
^'°* rout, killing four thousaxid mens and (i&persing the 

raooainder. la this unfortunate action many of the 
chief nobility of France were atber slain pr taken 
prisoners: Among the latter wa3 the old consts^le 
himself who, fighting valiantly, and resolu^ to die 
sa^er than survive his defeat, was 8ui3:ounded by 
the enemy, and thus fell alive into their hands* 
The whole kingdom of Frsoice was thj^wn into 
consternation : Paris was attempted; to be fortified in 
a hurry : And had the Spaniards presently marched 
thither, it couJd not have failed to fall into their 
hands. But Philip was of a cautious temper ; and 
he determined first to take St. Quintin, in order to 
secure a communication with his own dominions. A 

very 
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tcry fttle dmey k was eaqpedted,. wotldi flnMi this CHAA^ 
eBOcrprise*^ but the bra;v^of Cotipif adtt ptfgiottgeJ ,?"^^^ 
tite siege seventeen days, which prc^Ved th^ej sateiif ",rft»/ 
of France. Some tfoopsf Weve levied and assembfeo/ 
Courieis were Sent to r^ai the Doke of Gciise atUl 
his avmy front Italy: AxaA the Frendi, having #e- 
coveted from their first paniCy put themselves i» sP 
posture of ddbnx^ ]%iUp, ^ey takmg^ Ham BAd^ 
Gaielet, fotsMfc the season so far advaineed, fhai he^ 
could a«ieaipc no otbear encerpri^ v H0 Woke op t»# 
camp and rethredi' to winter quameFS. 

But the tigiiani^ activity of Goise^ not satisfied 
wkfa secuving die firontiar^, prompted hi»i, m ^M 
depdx of winter^ to plait an efiterprise^ whid! F#aiietf 
^J^^g h^ gneaMA su(S(%sses had alw^i^ regarded^ 
as: itapractic^e, and had nether thotigitt of undeif-^ 
taidng. Calais^ wae in (hat age deeofed ffi impr^V' 
naUe fortresr; and » it v^ Ibiown to be them-- 
touvsBe of the English naidon,^ by whon^ it ck>uld 
busily be succoured, the recovery of diat place by* 
Vpw€^ was eonsidsred as^ totaHf despextkte. tint Calais . 
Goligny had remarked, disft ay& Ithe town 6{ Calais taken by 
WQi$ surMunded wtth marges, whicl^.dui^ ^^ French, 
winter were impassable, except o^r a dyke gUarded< 
fcry two* caetl^^ St. Agatha aild Newnam bridge^^ 
the English were of late accustomed, ob account 6i 
the lo^nes^ o£' ttim ftiaifces, tO' disittse a glreat part 
c^ die gavrisoa ar the end of autuituH smid to reca^ 
dsaitrin the spring, at which ttm^ alone they judged 
t&eir atxendiaice necessary. On thief circumstance 
Ife had founded the design of making a sudd^sn at-^ 
tackr on Calais j^ he had caused th^ placid ttf be s^ 
cvetly viewed by some engineers ; and a^plan cff thf^ 
whole enterprise being found amoifg 1^ pap^9, it 
served, though he himself was niad^ prisoner on thtf 
taking of St. Quintin, to sugg^t die project of thatf 
undertaking, and to direct the meaauresof die Dbke 
irf Guise.- 

F F a SEVSaAIc 
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CHAP. Seveial bodies of troops defiled towards the 
xxxm frontiers on various pretences.; and the whole being 
^j-'g~' suddenly assembled, formed an army, with which 
Guise made an unexpected march towards Calais. 
At the same time a great number of French ships, 
being ordered into me channel, under colour of 
cruising on the English, composed a fleet which 
made an attack by sea on the fortifications. The 
French assaulted St. Agatha with three thousand 
harquebusiers ; and the garrison, though they made 
a vigorous defence, were soon oblig^ to abandon 
the place, and retreat to Newnam bridge. The 
si^eof this latter place was immediately undertake, 
and at the same time the fleet battered the risbank, 
which guarded the entrance of the harbour; and 
both these castles seenied exposed to imminait dan- 
ger. The governor. Lord Wentworth, was a brave 
officer ; but finding that the greater part of his w^ak 
garrison was inclosed in the castle of Newnam bridge 
^and the risbank, he ordered them. to capitulate, anid 
to join him in Calais, which without their assistance 
he was utterly unable to defend. The garrison of 
Newnam bridge was so happy as to effect this 
purpose ; but that of the risbank could not obtain such 
favourable conditions, and were obliged to surrender 
at discretion. 

The Duke of Guise, now holding Cabis blockad- 
ed by sea and land, thouj^t himseLF secure of suc- 
ceeding in his enterprise, but in order to prevait 
all accident, he delayed not a moment the attack 
of the place. He planted his batteries again^ the 
castle, where he made a large breach; a^ l)^ving 
ordered Andelot, Coligny's brother, to drain the 
fossee, he commanded an assault, which succeed- 
-ed; and the French made^ lodgement in the castle. 
On the night ib)|iowing, Wentworth attempted 
to recover his post; but having lost two hun- 
ted men in a fimous attack whidi he made upoa 
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k% he found his garrison so weak, that he was CHAP. 
6bliged to capitulate. Ham and Guisnes fell soon xxxvii.^ 
after; and thus the Duke of Guise in eight days, icc8. 
during the depth of winter, made himself master of 
this strong fortress, that had cost Edward III. a 
siege of eleven months, at the head of a numerous 
army, which had that very year been victorious in the 
battle of Cressy. The English had held it «bove two 
hundred years ; and as it gave them an easy en- 
trance into France, it was regarded as the most im* 
portant possession belonging to the crown. The 
joy of the French was extreme, as well as the glory 
acquired by Guise, who at the time when all Eu- 
rope imagined France to be sunk by the unfortunate 
battle of St. Quiutin, had, in opposition to the' 
English, and their adlies the Spaniards, acquired 
possession of a place which no former King of 
France, even during Ae distractions of the civil wars 
between the houses of York and Lancaster, had ever 
ventured to attempt. The English, on the other 
hand, bereaved of this valuable fortress, murmured 
loudly against the improvidence. of the Queen and 
her council ; who, after engaging in a frmtless war, 
for the sake of foreign interests, had thus exposed 
the nation to so severe a disgrace. A treasury ex- 
hausted by expence^ and burthened with debts ; a 
people divided and dejected ; a sovereign negligent 
of her people's welfare ; were circumstances which, 
notwithstanding the fair offers and promises of Phi-^ 
Hp,gave them small hopes of recovering Calais. And 
as the Scots, instigated by French councils, began to 
move on the borders, diey were now necessitated ra^ 
ther to look to their defence at home, than to think 
of foreign conquests. 

After the peace which, in consequence of King ^*^?^ 
Edward's treaty with Henry, ^ took place between S^"*"*' 
Scotland and Enghnd, the Queen«dowager> on pre- 

^ Thuan. lib. xz. chap. 2. 

FF 3 "tence 

•Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4|i HISTORY m ENGLAND* 

CHAP, tmce ^{ viiiting hor dMgh^Hr mA tw yefefions, 
3guvii> iii^^ ^ joufxi^y to France and $bfst <*TO?d aloo^ 
^JJJ7 vitb her Ae Eark of HmHley, Sittb^rlmd* Marie* 

cret do^igtt was, to taJke tniei^ure^ for engaging the 
£jMrl ^ Ar/an to 1^191 to her the government oi 
the kingdom % and a« her |;Mrothf^«» the PuHe of 
Guise, the Cardinal of JLorraine) and Ae Duke of 
Aumale, bad uncomroljed influence in the court of 
France, shd emlj pera^dod Hwry^ imd by hw e^p 
Aority the Sso^h noble^^ to enter hito her me^ 
eutes, Haying also gained Carnegy of Kinneirdy 
E^anter Bi^op ^ Rq», and Gaym I]amilton conu^ 
neaddlior of Kilwinning, three creatures of the go- 
wmor's, she persuaded him, by their m»ns, to 
Ofinsent to this rtsi^ation' » and when every thing 
vas thus prqured for her purpose, she took a jour^ 
ney to Socdand, and pasaed through England in her 
way thither. Edward received her with great n^pect . 
aad civility ; though he could not forbear attempting 
tOi renew th^ old treaty tar his marriage with her 
daught^ t A marriage, he said| ao happily calculated 
for the traaqmllify, intereat, and security of both 
kingdoms, and the only means of rasuring a du- 
lable peace between them. . For his part, he adr* 
ded, he never ccmld entertain t cordial amity for 
^ any other hvsband whom she could chooM ; nor wm 
it easy for him to forgive a man,, who, at the same 
time that he disappointed so natural an alltance, had 
bereaved him of a bride to whom his affecticma, from 
Ub earliest infancy, had been entirely mgkg^d. Tho 
Queen^dowager eluded these sqtplicadons, by tdU 
Img him, mat if any measures had been taken 
disagreeable to him, they were eatitely owiqg to the 
piprudence of the Duke of Somerset who, instead 
of emptying courtai|^, caresses, and gentle ofices^ 
the proper means of gakung a young ^^ 



tBochanao, lilsm Kcitli, p»|6f SpoUwoodi p.93. 
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had had rectoite to anAs and violeace, and had eon* CH AF. 
strained tfie Scdttfeh nobiMty td send their sovttrfeign ^^"^^ 
into Frahbe^ in olrder to interest that kingdom in jmto- , ^yg^ 
iecting their liberty and independence ^ 

Wum thi Queen-dowager arrir^d in Scotland^ 
ihe found the governor very unwflling to fUlfii hfe 
engagements j and it was not till after many ddays 
diat he could be persuaded to res^ his authority. 
But finding that the majority of the young Princess 
was approaching, and that the Queen-dowager had 
gained the lifiectbns of all the principal nobility, he 
thought it more prudent to submit ; and having stipu- 
lated that he should be declared next heir to the 
crown, and should be freed from giving any account 
of his past administration, he placed her in possession 
of the power ; and she theneeforth asstiihed the name 
af Regent '. It was a usual saying of this.Prfaicess, 
that provided she could render her frfends happy, 
and could ensure to hersdf a good reputation, 
she wa* ehtireiy indifferent what befel her; and 
though this ^timent is greatly censured by the 
zealous reformers % as bang founded wholly oil 
secular motives, it discovers a mind well calculated 
for the government of kingdoms. D'Oisel, a French* 
man^ celebrated for capacity, had attended her as 
ambassador from Henry, but in reality to assist her 
with his counsels in so delicate an undertaking as 
the administration of Scotland ; and this man had 
formed a scheme iFor laying a general tai: on the 
kingdom^ in order to support a standing military 
force, which might at once repel the inroads of fo* 
rdgn enennes, and check the turbulence of the 
Scottish nobl^. But though some of the courtiers 
were gafaed over to this project, it gave great and 
general discont«it to the nation; and the Qtiectt- 
regent, after ingenuously confessing that it would 

* Keith, p. 59. * J 2th April, 1554. » Knox, p. 89. 
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prove pernicious to the kingdom, had die prudence 
to deast from it, and to trust entirely for her secu- 
rity to the good-will and affections of her subjects*.^ 

Tkis laudable purpose seemed to be me chief 
object of her administration ; yet was she sometimes 
drawn from it by her connexions with France, and 
by the influence which her brothers had acquired 
over her. When Mary commenced hostilities 
against that kingdom, Henry required the Queen- 
regent to take part in tife quarrel ; and she sum- 
moned a convention of ^ates at Newbottle, and re- 
quested them to concur in a declaration of war 
against England.^ The Scottish nobles, who were 
become as jealous of French, as the English were of 
Spanish influence, refused their assent; sand the 
Queen was obliged to have recourse to stratagem, in 
order to effect her purpose. She ordered d'Oisel to 
begin some fortifications at Eyemouth, a place which 
had been dismantled by the last treaty with Edward j 
and when the garrison of Berwic, as she foresaw, 
mscde an inroad to prevoit the undertaking, she 
effectually employed this pretence to inflame the 
Scottish nation, and to engage them in hostilities 
against England". The enterprises, however, of 
the Scots proceeded no farther than some inroads, 
on the borders : When d^Oisel, of himself, conducted 
artillery and troops to besiege the castle of Werke, 
he was recalled, and sharply rebuked by the council \ 

In order to connect Scotland more closely with 
France, and to increase the influence of the latter 
kingdom, it was thought proper by Henry to cele- 
brate the marriage between the young Queen and 
the Dauphin ; and a deputation was sent by the Scot- 
tish parliament to assist at the ceremony, and to settle 
the terms of the contract. 



' Keith, p. 70. Buchanan, lib. xvi. 

" Buchanan, lib. xvi. Thuan. lib. xix. c. 

^ Knosy P«93- 
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The close alliance between France and Scotland chap. 
threatened very nearly the repose and security of xxxvii. 
Mary J and it was foreseen, that though the factions \^~' 
and disorders which might naturally be expected in ^^^ ' 
the Scottish government, during the absence of the , 
sovereign, would make its power less formidable, 
that kingdom would at least afford to the French a 
means of invading England. The Queen, therefore, 20th Jan. 
found it necessary to summon a parliament, and to 
denand of them some supplies to her exhausted ex- 
chequer. And such an emergency usually give^ Aparlla* 
great advantage to the people, and as the parlia- °^c°^* 
ments during this reign had shewn, that where 
the liberty and independency of the kingdoni was 
menaced with imminent danger, they were not en- 
tirely overawed by the court j we shall naturally 
expect, that the late arbitrary methods of extorting 
money should at least be censured, and, perhaps, 
some remedy be for the future provided against 
them. The commons, however, without making 
any reflections on the past^ voted, besides a fifteenth, 
a subsidy of four shillings in the pound on land, and 
two shillings and .eight-pence on goods. The clergy 
granted eight shillings in the pound, payable, as was^ 
sOso the subsidy of the laity, in four years by equal 
portions. 

The parliament also passed an act, confirming ail 
the sales and grants of crown lands, which either 
were already made by the Queen, or should be made 
"during the seven ensuing years. It was easy to fore- 
see, that in Mary's present disposition and situa- 
tion, this power would be followed by a great alie- 
nation of the royal demesnes ; and nothing could be 
more contrary to the principles of good govern- 
ment, than to establish a Prince with very extensive 
authority, yet permit him to be reduced to beggary. 
This act met with opposition in the house of com- 
mons. One Copley expressed his fears lest the 
Queen, under colour of the power there granted, 

might 
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CHAP. tt%ht alter the fiuetesMoa, ttid aJtdtate the oOtm 

xxxvir. £rom the lanful heir : But hit wwd« were thou^t 

^^^U^~. irr eve nn i to Her Majeity : He was committed to th« 

' * custody of the setjeant at arcAs ; and though he ex*- 

presaed eorrow for this oflFence, he was not released 

till the ^ueen was applied to for his pal>do&. 

Th8 English tiatton during thb wh6le ^eign, 
wore under great apprehentioii^ with regard not 
only to die succesnon^ but the life of the Lady 
EUeabedi. The violent ^hatred which the QueeH 
bore to hex broke out on every occasion ; and it r^* 
quired all the authority of Philips as well as her 
own great prudmce, to prevent the iatal effecta of 
it. The Princess retired into the country; and 
knowing that she was surrounded with 6pes» she 
passed her time wholly in reading aild study^ inter* 
meddled in no business, and saw very lirde com*' 
pany. While she remained in this situation, which 
for the present was melancholy, but which prejnred 
her mind for those great actions by which her life 
was idfterwards to much distinguished ; propoAak of 
marriage were made to her by the Swed^i ambdma^^ 
dor in his master's name. As her first question was. 
Whether the ^ueen had been informed of these 
« proposals? the ambassador told h^r, that Ins mast^ 
thought, as he was a gentleman, it was his duty first 
to make his addresses to herself ; and having cbtain- 
ed her consent, he would next, as a King, apply to 
her sister* But the Princess would alldw hun to 
proceed no farther; and the Que^i^ after thaakmg 
her for this instance of duty, desired to know how 
she stood affected to the Swedish proposals* Eliza- 
beth, though exposed to many present dangers and 
mortifications, had the itiagnanimity to resorve ber« 
self for better fortune i and she covered her refissal 
with professbns of a passionate attachment to a 
single life, which, she said, she infinitely preferred 
before any other ^ The Princess afaowed like 

t BurtKt, voL ii. Collect. Nt St- 

prudence 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MAHY. 4^^ 

pradwce in concealmg ber sefidmeiUB •of religion^ k ch a P. 
complying with the present modes of wocship, wd in xxxvii. 
ebdmg all quesdoM wUh regard to that delicate ^""^fcS*^ 

The money granted by parliament ^niabled the 
Queen to fit out a fleet of a hundred and forty sail, 
which being joined by thirty Flemish ships, and car* 
rying six thousand land forces on board, was sent 
to make an attempt on the coast of Britany. The 
fleet was commanded by # Lord Clinton; the land 
fbffoes by the Earls of Huntingdon aod Rutland. 
But the equipment of the fleet ainl army was sa 
<Ulatory, that the Fraich got intelligence of the de- 
sign, and were prqrared to receive them. The 
English found Brest so well guarded as to rendef 
an attanpt on that place impracticable ; but landing 
at Conquet, they plundered and burnt the town^ 
with some ac^acent villages, and were proceeding 
to commit great disorders, when Kexsimon, a Bre* 
urn gentleman, at the head of some militia^ fell 
upon tfaem, put them to rout, and" drove them to 
their ships with considerable loss. But a small squ»> 
dron of ten English ships had an opportunity of am- 
ply revenging this disgrace upon the French* The ' 
MiLreschsd de Thermes, governor of Calais, had 
made an irruption into Flanders, with an army of 

' The commoa net at that time^ says Sir Richard Bak^r, for 
catching of protestants» was the real ptcsence; and this net was 
used to catch the Lady Elizabeth : For being asked one time, 
what she thougltt of the words of Christ, TJ^s is my My^ whether 
dhe thought it the true body of Chrtst that was in the sacnuncntf 
It i« taidji that after some pausing, she thus answered ; 

Christ was the word that spake it, 
He tOitk the bread and brake it \ 
And what tbe word did make it. 
That I belieirc and take it. 

Which though it may seem but a slight expression, yet hath it 
more solidness than at first sight appears : at least, it served her 
turn at that time to escape the net, which by a direct "answer sfa^ 
could not have don^?. oaker'a Chronick, p. 3 20, 

fourteen 
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CHAP, fourteen thousand men; and having forced a pas- 
XXXVII. $age over the river Aa, had taken Dunkirk, and 
^"~^~^ Berg St.Winoc, and had advanced as far as New- 
*^^ * port, but Count Egmont coining suddenly upon him 
with superior forces, he was obliged to retreat ; and 
being overtaken by the Spaniards near Gravelines, 
and finding a battle inevitable, he chose very skil- 
fully his groimd for the engagement. He fortified 
his left wmg with all the precautions possible ; and 
posted his right along the river Aa, which he rea^ 
sonably thought gave him full security from that 
quarter. But the English ships which were acci- 
dentdly on the coast, being drawn by the noise of 
the firing, sailed up the river, and flanking the 
French, did such execution by their artillery, that 
they put them to flight ; and the Spaniards gained a 
complete victory '. - 

Meanwhile the principal army of France, un- 
der the Duke of Guise, and that of Spain, under the 
Duke of Savoy, approached each other on the fron- 
tiers of Picardy; and as the two Kings had come 
into their respective camps, attended by the flower 
of thdr nobility, men expected that some great and 
important event would follow from the emulation of 
these warlike nations. But Philip, though actuated 
by the ambition, possessed not the enterprising ge- 
nius of a conqueror; and he was willing, notwith- 
standing the superiority of his numbers, and the two 
great victories which he had gained at St. Quintin 
and Gravelines, to put a period to the war by treaty. 
Negotiations were entered into for that purpose; 
and as the terms oflFered by the two monarchs were 
somewhat wide of each other, the armies were put 
into winter-quarters till the Princes could come to 
better agreement. Among oth*er conditions, Henry 
demanded the restitution of Navarre tb its lawful 
owne^j Philip, that of Calais and its territory to 

. ^/ Holing8hedip.ii5o. 
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England : But in the midst of these negotiatioDSy news CHAP, 
arrived of the death of Mary; and Philip, no longer xxxvii.^ 
connected with England, began to relax in his firm- ~,/-g^ 
ness on that capital article. This was the only cir- ^ * 
cumstance that could have made the death of that 
Princess be regretted by the nation. 

Mary had long been in a declining state of health ; 
and having mistaken her dropsy for a pregnancy, she 
had made use of an improper regimen, and her 
malady daily augmented. Every reflection now tor- 
mented her. 'Hie consciousness of being hated by 
her subjects, the prospect of Elizabeth's succession, 
apprehensions of the danger to which the catholic 
reUgion stood exposed^ dejection for the loss of 
Calais, concern for the ill state of her affairs, and, 
above, all, anxiety for the absence of her husband, 
who sh<e knew intended soon to depart for Spain, and 
to settle there during the remainder of his life : All 
these melancholy reflections preyed upon her mind, 
and threw her into a lingering fever, of which she 
died, after a short and un&rtunate reign of five years*. Death 
four months, and eleven days. ,?f *^* 

It is not necessary to emplojr many words in R^hNov. 
drawing the character of this Princess. She pos- 
sessed few qualities either estimable or amiable ; 
and her person was as little engaging as her be-> 
haviour and address. Obstinacy, bigotry, vio- 
lence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny } every 
circumstance of her character, took a tincture from 
her bad temper and narrow imderstanding. And 
amidst that complication of vices which entered 
into her composition, we shall scarcely find any vir- 
tue but sincerity, ^ quality which she seems to haye 
maintained thoughout her whole life; except in 
the beginning of her reign, when the necessity o£ 
her affairs obliged her to make some promises to the 
protestants, which she certainly never intended to. 
perform. But in these cases a weak bigotted woman, 
under the government of priests, easily finds ca- 
suistry 
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CHAP. miiMiy rafficient to jasdfy to herself the violation of a 
^X30cm^ promne. She appears afeo> as wdl asf her father, f& 
itct. "^^^ ^^^^^ su9cq>tibte of some attachments of friend^ 
shq) ; and that \(ithout the caprice and inconstancy 
whKrh x¥ere so remarkable in the conduct of Aaf 
monarch. To which we may add, that in many cir- 
cumstances of her Kfe" she gave indkatkm of resolution 
and v%ottr of mind ; 2t quality which seems ta hate^ 
been mherenr in her femily. 

Cardinal Fti^ had tong been sickfy, from aft 
ihtermittmg fever ;^ and he died the same dav with 
the Queen,, about sixteen hours after her. Ihe he* 
mgn character of this prelate, the modesty said hu« 
manfty of his deportment; made hhn be universal 
l)doved ; insomuch that in a nation where the most 
fimcms persecutfon way carried on,, and where the 
most violent religious factions prevailed, entire jus- 
tice, even by most of the reformers, has been dene 
to his merit. The haughty Pontifi^ Paul IV. had 
entertained some prejudices against him : - And 
when England decfered' war against Henry, the ally 
of that Pope, he sdzed the opportumty of revenge ; 
and revoKUig R)le*S5 legatine commission, appointed 
in his room Cardinal* PieTto, an Observantine friw and 
confisssor ta the Queen. But Mary would never pep^ 
mit the new legate to act upon the commission ; and 
Riul was afterwards obliged to restore Cardinal Pole 
ta his: attthority^ 

Therb occur few general^ remarks^ besides what 
have already been* made in^ the course of our narra- 
tfon, with regard to the gfn^ral state of tfte king. 
' dom during thisr reign. The navat power of Eng. 
land was then so- inconsiderabfe, that, fourteen 
thousand pounds be&ig ordered to be appHed' to the 
flfeet,. both^ for repairmg antf victualling it, it was 
^ computed' that ten thousand pounds a-year would 
aflerwards^ answer all necessary charges: \ The arbi- 

^ Burmty voL ill. p^^jp. 
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trary proceiKlings of the Queen zbare^mmAotiBdj CHAP, 
joined to many monopolies granted by this Princess^ xxxra. 
as well as by her father, checked the grawth of ^""^^1%^ 
commerce ; and sa much the more, as all othev 
Princes in Europe eith^ were not permitted, or 
did not find it necessary to proceed in so tyramvU 
cal a manner. Acts or parliament, both in the last 
reign and in the beginning of the present, had laid 
the same impositions on the mercl^uHs of the- stilU 
yard as on their aliens: Yet the Queen, immediattly 
after her marriage, complied with the solicttatBons 
of the Emperoir, aod by her prerogative su^)ended 
those law&% Nobody in that age pretended ta ques* 
tion this exercise of prerogative.. The historians^ ai« 
entirely silait with regard to it ; and it is only b^ tilt 
collection qf public papera that k i& handed dowa 

I9QUS. 

An absurd hw hadt been laade in the pveceding 
rdgn, by which every one was prohibited from 
makiag clotli unless he had served an ^appreatiei^ 
ship of seven years. The law was repealed in the 
first year of the Queea ; and this plain reason ^yeii» 
diat it had ocqasioned the decay of the wobllea 
manufacture, and had ruined several towns \ h is 
strange that Edward's law dieuld have been reviicb 
ed during the reign of Elizabetb; and sttll more 
strange that it should still subsist. 

A PASSAGE to Archangel had been discoi^erad 
by the English during the- last reign ; and a ben»» 
ficial trade with Muscovy had' been established; 
A solemn embassy was^ sem by the Czzv to Queen 
Mary. The ambassadors were shipwredkad on tile 
coast of Scotland; but being hospitably cRtert»ined 
th^e, they proceeded on the jourxi^) and w^srt 
received at London with.g^eat pomp and soleomity ^ 
This seems to have beeix the firs^ intercourse whicb 

^ Rymer, vol. xv. p. 3$4.. ^ 

* I Mar. Pari. ^. cap. 7. 

^ Holingshedy p. 732. . HeyEn, p. 71, 
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XH A P. that empire had with any of the western potentates of 
xxxviL Europe. 

j~l^"^ A LAW was passed in this reign ^, by which the 
number of horses, arms, and furniture was fixed, 
which each person, according to the extent of his 
property, should be provided with for the defence 
of the kingdom. A man of a thousand pounds 
a^year, for instance, was obliged to maintain at his 
own charge six horses fit for demi-lances, of which 
three at least to be furnished with sufficient harness, 
steel saddles, and weapons proper for .the demi- 
lances ; and ten horses fit for light horsemen ; with 
furniture ^d weapons proper for them : He was 
obliged to have forty corslets furnished ; fifty almain 
revets, or instead of them, forty coats of' plate, 
corslets or bri^;andines fiimi^ed ; forty pikes, thirty 
long bows, thnty sheafs of arrows, thirty steel caps 
or skulls, twenty black bills, or halberts, twenty 
harquebets, and twenty morions or sallets. We 
may remark, that a man of a thousand marks of 
stock was rated equal to one of two hundred poimds 
a-year : A proof that few or none at that time lived 
on their stock in money, and that great profits were 
made by the merchants in the course of trade. There 
is no^class above a thousand pounds a-year. 
' We mav form a notion of the little progress made 
in arts ana refinement about this time from one cir- 
cumstance : A man of no less rank than the comp- 
troller of Edward VI.'s household paid only thirty 
shillings a*year of our present money for his house 
in Channel-row <: Yet labour and provisions, and 
consequently houses, were only about a third of 
the present price. Erasmus ascribes the frequent 
plagues in England to the nastiness and dirt and 
slovenly habits among the people. ^^ The floors,'' 
says h^, ^^ ar^ commonly of day, strewed widi 

^ 4 & 5 PhiL tc Mar. cap. i. 
' NicholsoaU Historical Library. 

*^ rushes. 
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^^ rushes, under which lies unmolested an ancient CHAP, 
'' collection of beer^ grease, fragments, bones, XXXVII. 
** spittle, excrements of dogs and cats, and every ^ ^T^ 
« thing that is nasty \'' '^^^' 

HoLLiNGSHED, who lived in Queen Elizabeth's 
reign, gives a very curious account of the plain, or 
rather rude way of living of the preceding genera- 
tion. There scarcely was a chimney to the houses, 
even in considerable towns: The fire was kindled 
by the wall, and the smoke sought its way out at 
the roof, or door, or windows: The houses were 
nothing but watling plaistered over with clay : The 
people slept on straw pallets, and had a good round 
log under thdr head for a pillow ; and almost all the 
funiiture and utensils were of wood*. 

In tliis rdgn, we find the first general law with 
regard to highways, which were appointed to be 
repsured by parish duty all over England *". 

* Eras. Epiat. 432. * See note [S] at the end of the 

volume. ^ 2 and 3 Phil, and Mar. cap. 8. 
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NOTE, [A] p.34. 



PROTESTANT writers have imagined, that because 
a man could purchase for a shilling an indulgence 
for the most enormous and unheard of crimes, there must 
necessarily have ^nsued a total dissolution of morality, 
and consequently of civil society, from the practices of the 
Romish church. They do not consider that after all these 
indulgences were promulgated, there still remained (be- 
sides Hell fire) the punishment by the civil magistrate, the 
infamy of the world, and secret remorses of conscience, 
which are the great motives that operate on mankind. 
The philosophy of Cicero, who allowed of Elysium^ bufc 
rejected all Tartarus, was a moch more universal indul- 
gence than that preached by Arcetnboldi or Tetzel : Yet 
nobody will suspect Cicero of any design to promote im-^ 
morality* The sale of indulgences seems, therefore, no 
more criminal than any other cheat of the church of Rome, 
or of any other church. The reformers, by entirely abo- 
lishing purgatory, did really, instead of partial indulgences 
sold by the Pope, give gratis a general indulgence of a similar 
nature for all crimes and ofiences without exception or 
distinction. The souls once consigned to Hell were never 
supposed to be redeemable by any price. There is on re- 
cord only one instance of a damned soul that was saved, 
and that by the special intercession of the Virgin. See 
Pascal's Provincial Letters. An indulgence saved the per- 
son who purchased it from purgatory only. 

NOTE, 
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NOTE, [BJ p; 48. 

ris said that when Henry heard that the commons 
made a great difficulty of granting the required supply, 
he was so provoked that he sent for Edward Montague, one 
of the members who had a considerable influence on the 
house ; and he being introduced to His Majesty, had the 
mortification to hear him speak in these words : Ho ! man I 
will they not st^er my bill to pass ? And laying his hand on 
Montague's head, who was then on his knees before him. 
Get my hill passed by to-morrow, or else to-morrow this 
head of yours shall be off. This cavalier manner of Henry * 
succeeded J for next day the bill passed, CoMs British 
Peerage. Groves Life ofWolsey. We are told by Hall^ fol. 
38. that Cardinal Wolsey endeavoured to terrify the citizens 
of London into the geheral loan exacted in 1525, and told 
them plainly, that // were better that some should suffer indi" 
gence than that the King at this time should lack ; and therefore 
beware and resist noty nor ruffle not in this case^ for it may 
fortune to cost some people their heads. Such Mras the Style 
employed by this King and his ministers. 



NOTE, [C] p.94. 

THE first article of the charge against the Cardinal is his 
procuring the legantine power, which, however, as it 
was certainly done with the King's consent and permission, 
could be nowise criminal. Many of the other articles also 
regard the mere exercise of that power. Some articles im- 
pute to him as crimes, particular actions, which were na- 
tural or unavoidable to any man that was prime minister 
with so unlimited an authority ; such as receiving first all 
letters from the King's ministers abroad, receiving first all 
visits from foreign ministers, desiring that all applications 
^ should be made through him. He was also accused of 
naming himself with the King, as if he had been his fellow, 
the King and L It is reported, that sometimes he even put 
hi^ own name before the King's, ego isf rex mem. But this 
mode of expression is justified by the Latin idiom. It is 
remarkable that his whispering in the King's ear, knowing 
himself to be aflected with venereal distempers, is an article 
against him. Many of the charges are general, and inca- 
G G 2 pable 
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pable of proof. Lord Herbert goes so far as to affirm that 
no man ever fell from so high a station who had so few real 
crimes objected to him. This opinion is perhaps a little 
too favourable to the Cardinal. Yet the refutation of the 
articles by Cromwel, and their being rejected by a house 
of commons, even in this arbitrary reign, is almost a de- 
monstration of Wolsey's innocence. Henry was, no 
doubt, entirely bent on his destruction, when on his failure 
by a parliamentary impeachment, he attacked him upon 
' the statute of provisors, which afforded him so little just 

hold on that minister. For that this indictment was subse- 
quent to the attack in parliament, appears by Cavendish's 
Life of Wolsey, and Stowe, p. 551. and more ' certainly 
by the very articles of impeachment themselves. Parlia- 
mentary History, tol. iii. p. 42. article 7. Coke's Inst, 
pt. 4* loL 89. 



NOTE, [D] p.ioa. 

EVEN judging of this question by the Scripture, to 
I which the appeal was every njoment made, the argu- 
ments for the King's cause 'appear but lame and imperfect. 
Marriage, in the degree of affinity which had place be- 
tween Henry and Catherine, is indeed prohibited in Levi- 
ticus ; but it is natural to interpret that prohibition as a 
part of the Jewish ceremonial or municipal law: And 
though it is there said, in the conclusion, that the gentile 
nations, by violating those degrees of consanguinity, had 
incurred the divine displeasure, the extension of this maxim 
to every precise case before specified, is supposing the 
Scriptures to be composed with a minute accuracy and 
precision, to which we know with certainty the sacred 
penmen did not think proper to confine themselves. The 
descent of mankind from one common father, obliged 
them in the first generation, to marry in the nearest de- 
grees of consanguinity : Instances of a like nature occur 
among the patriarchs : And the marriage of a brother's 
widow was, in certain cases, not only permitted, but even 
enjoined as a positive prepept by the Mosatcal law. It is in 
vain to say that this precept was an exception to the rule ; 
and an exception confined merely to the Jewish natioiu 
The inference is still just, that such a marriage can con^ 
tain fto natural or moral turpitude ; otherwise God, who 

is 
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IS the author of all purityi would never in any case have 
enjoined it* 



NOTE, [E] p.Ti2. 

BISHOP Burnet has given us an acbount of the number 
of bulls requisite for Cranmer's installation. By one 
bull, directed to the King, he is upon the royal nomina- 
tion made Archbishop of Canterbury. By a second, di- 
rected to himself, he is also made Archbishop. By a third 
he is absolved from all censures. A fourth is directed to 
the suffragans, requiring them to receive and acknowledge 
him as Archbishop. A fifth to the dean and chapter, to the 
same purpose. A sixth to the clergy of Canterbury. A 
sevendi to all the laity in his see. An eighth to all that 
held lands of it. By a ninth he was ordered to be conse«> 
crated, taking the oath that was in the pontifical. By a 
tenth the pall was sent him. By an eleventh the Arch- 
bishop of York and the Bishop of London were required 
to put it on him. These were so many devices to draw 
fees to offices, which the Popes had erected and disposed of 
for money. It may be worth observing, that Cranmer, 
before he took the oath to the Pope, made a protestation, 
that he did not intend thereby to restrain himself from any 
thing t;hat he was bound to, either by his duty to God, 
the King, or the country, and that he renounced every 
thing ki it that was contrary to any of these. This was 
the invention of some casuist, , and not very compatible 
with that strict sincerity, and that scrupulous conscience, 
of which Cranmer made profession. Collier, vol. ii. in 
Coll. No. 2Z. Burnet, vol. i. p. 128, 129. 



NOTE, [F] p.128. 

HERE are the terms in which the King's minister ex- 
pressed himself to the Pope. An non, inquam, sane- 
titas vestra plerosque habet quibuscum arcanum aliquid 
crediderit, putet id non minus celatum esse quam si uno 
tantum pectore continerctur -, quod multo magis serenissimo 
Anglia Regi evenire debet, cui singuli in suo regno sunt 
subject!, neque etiam velint, possunt Regi non esse fide- 

G G 3 lissiml. 
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lissimi. • Vac namque illis, si vcl parvo momenta ab ilUus 
voluntate recederent. Lc Grand, torn. iii. p.ns^ The 
King once said publicly before the council, that if any one 
spoke of him or his actions in terms which became them 
not, he would let them know that he was master. £t 
qu'il n'y auroit si belle tete qu'il ne sit voler. Id. p. 2 1 8. 



NOTE, [G] p. 1 5 8. 

THIS letter contains so much nature, and even elegance, 
as to deserve to be transmitted to posterity, without 
any alteration in the expression. It is as follows : 

" Sir, Your Grace's displeasure and my imprisonment 
are things so strange unto me, as what to write or what 
to excuse I am altogether ignorant. Whereas you send 
unto me (willing me to confess a truth, and so obtain 
your favour) by, such an one whom you know to be 
mine ancient professed enemy, I no sooner received this 
message by him than I rightly conceived your meaning ; 
and if, as you say, confessing a truth indeed may pro- 
cure my safety, I shall with all willingness and duty 
perform your command. 

*' But let not Your Grace ever imagine that your poor 
wife will ever be brought to acknowledge a fault where 
not so much as a thought thereof preceded. And, to 
speak a truth, never Prince had wife more loyal in all 
duty, and in all true affection, than you have ever found 
in Anne Boleyn: With which name and place I could 
willingly have contented myself, if God and Your 
Grace's pleasure had been so pleased. Neither did I at 
any time so far forget myself in my exaltation or re- 
ceived Queenship, but that I always looked for such an 
alteration as I now find ; for the ground of my prefer- 
ment being on no surer foundation than Your Grace's 
fancy, the least alteration I knew was fit and sufficient 
to draw that fancy to some other object. You have 
chosen me from a low estate to be your Queen and com- 
panion, far beyond my desert or desire. If then you 
found me worthy of such honour, good Your Grace let 
not any light fancy, or bad counsel of mine enemies 
withdraw your princely favour from me ; neither let 
that stain, that unworthy stain, of a disloyal heart to- 

*« wards 
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*< wards Your good Graces ever cast so foul a blot on your 
<* most dutiful wife, and the infant Princess your daUgnter. 
** Try me, good King, but let me have a lawful trial, 
•* and let not my sworn enemies sit as my accusers and 
*' judges J yea, let me receive an open trial, for my truth 
*< (hall fear no open shame ; then shall you see either mine 
*< innocence cleared, your suspicion and conscience satis- 
*' fied, the ignominy and slander of the world flopped, or 
*' my gujlt openly declared. So that whatsoever God 
« or you may determine of me. Your Grace may be freed 
*^ from an open censure ; and mine ofience being so law- 
'< fully proved, Your Grace is at liberty both before God 
** and man not only to execute worthy punishment on me 
'' as an unlawful wife, but to follow your affection already 
** settled on that party for whose sake I am now as I am, 
*< whose name I could some good while since have pointed 
'< unto. Your Grace not being ignorant of my suspicion 
*« therein. 

" But if you have already determined of me, and that 
<^ not only my death, but an infamous slander, must bring 
'* you the enjoying of your desired happiness, then I desire 
**, of God that he will pardon your great sin therein, and 
** likewise mine enemies, the instruments thereof, and 
** that he will not call you to a strict account for your 
^' unprincely and cruel usage of me, at his general judg- 
« ment-seat, where both you and myself must shortly ap- 
** pear ; and in whose judgment I doubt not (whatsoever 
** the world may think of me) mine innocence (hall be 
*• openly known and sufficiently cleared. 

** My last and only request (haJl be, that myself may 
<< only bear the burden of Your Grace's displeasure, and 
*^ that it may not touch the innocent souls of those poor 
^ gentlemen who (as I understand) are likewise in strait 
*' imprisonment for my sake. If ever I have found favour 
<< in your sight, if eyer the name of Anne Boleyn hath 
^< been pleasing in your ears, then let me obtain this re- 
*• quest, and I will so leave to trouble Your Grace any far- 
<< ther, with mine earnest prayers to the Trinity to have 
*' Your Grace in his good keeping, and to direct you in all 
<< your actions. From my doleful prison in the Tower, 
<' this uxth of May ; 

^< Your most loyal and ever faithful wife^ 

« Anns Boletn/' 
6 G 4 
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NOTE, [H] p. 169. 

A PROPOSAL had fonnerlybeen made in the convocation 
for the abolition of the lesser monasteries; and had been 
much opposed by Bishop Fisher, who was then alive. He 
told his brethren that this was fairly showing the King the 
way how he might come at the greater monasteries. *^ An 
** ax," said he, " which wanted a handle, caiiie upon ^ 
** time, into the wood, making his moan to the great tree§ 
" that he wanted a handle to work withal, and for that 
** cause he was constrained to sit idle; therefore he made 
•* it his request to them that they would be pleased to 
*' grant him one of their small saplings within the wood 
^* to ^make him a handle ; who, mistrusting no guile, 
** granted him one of their smaller trees to make him ^ 
** handle. But now becoming a complete ax, he fell sq 
** to work within the same wood, that in process of tinae 
** there was neither great nor small trees to be found in 
** the place where the wood stood. And so, my Lords, if yoi| 
*» grant the King these smaller monasteri^es, you do but make 
" him a handle, whereby, at his own pleasure, he may 
** cut down all the cedars within your Lebanons." Dn 
Bailie's Life of Bishop Fisher, p. 108. 



NOTE, [I] p. 182- 

THERE is a curious passage with regard to the sup« 
pressioa of monasteries to be found in Coke's Institutes, 
4th Inst. chap. i. p. 44. It is worth transcribing, as it 
shews the ideas of the English government entertained 
during the reign of Henry VIII. and even in the tfme of 
Sir Edward Coke^ when he wrote hi3 lAstitut^s. It clearly 
appears diat the people had then little notion of being jea- 
lous of their liberties, w«re desirous of making the crown 
quite independent, and wished only to remove from them- 
selves, as much as possible, the burthens of government. 
A large standing army, and a fixed revenue, woukL on 
these conditions have been regarded as great blessings ; and 
it was, owing entirely to the prodigality of Henry, and to 
his little suspicion that the power of the crown could ever 

10 faily 
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fail, that the English owe all th^ir present liberty. The 
title of the chapter in Coke is Advice concerning new and 
plausible Projects and Offers in Parliaments <« When any 
** plausible project," says he, ** is made in parliament, to 
" draw the Lords and Commons to assent to any act, (espe- 
" cially in matters of weight and importance,) if both 
*^ houses do give upon the matter projected and promised 
^* their consent, it (hall be most necessary, they being 
** trusted for the commonwealth, to have the matter pro- 
" jected and promised (which moved the houses to consent) 
^* to be established in the same act, lest the benefit of the 
'* act be taken, and the matter projected and promised 
** never preformed, and so the houses of parliament per- 
** form not the trust reposed in them, as it fell out (taking 
** one example for many) in the reign of Henry the Eighth : 
** On the King's behalf, the members of both houses were 
<' informed in parliament, that no King or kingdom wad 
*' safe but where the King had three abilities : I- To live 
<< of his own, and able to defend his kingdom uppn any 
'^ sudden invasion or insurrection. %. To aid his confe* 
** derates, otherwise they would never assist him. 3. To 
*• reward his well-deserving servants. Now the project 
*^ was, that if the parliament would give unto him all the 
<< abbies, priories, friaries, nunneries, and other monat- 
*• teries, that for ever in time then to come, he would 
*« take order that the same should not be converted to pri- 
<< vate uses ; but first, that his exchequer for the purposes 
<< aforesaid should be enriched; secondly, the kingdom 
«* strengthened by a continual maintenance of forty thou- 
*< sand well-trained soldiers, with skilful captains and 
<< commanders \ thirdly, foY the benefit and ease of the 
«* subject, who never afterwards (as was projected), in any 
<< time to come, should be charged with subsidies, fif* 
<< teenths, loans, or other common aids \ fourthly^, lest 
<< the honour of the realm should receive any diminution 
<< of honour by the dissolution of the said monasteries, 
<< there being twenty-nine lords of parliament of the abbots 
" and priors, (that held of the king pro baroniam, whereof 
<< more in the next leaf,) that the Kisg would create a 
*< number of nobles, which we omit. The said monas- 
** teries were given to the King by authdHty of divers 
<< acts of parliament, but no provision was therein made 
« for the said project, or aiiy part thereof." 

NOTE, 
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NOTE, [K] p. 19a. 

COLLIER, in his Ecclesiastical History, vol. ii* p. 15^. 
has preserved an account which Cromwel gave of this 
conference, in a letter to Sir Thomas Wiat, the King's 
ambassador in Germany. " The King's Majesty," says 
Cromwel, ** for the reverence of the holy sacrament of 
^* the altar, did sit openly in his hall, and tliere presided at 
•* the disputation, process and judgment of a miserable 
** heretic sacramentary, who was burned the tzoth of No- 
•* vember. It was a wonder to see how princely, with 
*' how excellent gravity and inestimable Majesty his High- 
** ness exercised there the very ofEcc of supreme head of 
** the Church of England. How benignly His Grace essay- 
*• ed to convert the miserable man : How strong and ma- 
'< nifest reasons his Highness alledged ag)iinst him. I wish 
*' the Princes and Potentates of Christendom to have Iiad a 
** meet place to have seen it. Undoubtedly they should 
'* have much marvelled at His Majesty's most high wisdom 
** and judgment, and reputed him no otherwise after the 
** same, than in a manner the mirror and light of all other 
** Kings and Princes in Christendom." It was by such 
flatteries that Henry was engaged to make his sentiments 
the standard to all mankind ; and was determined to en- 
force, by the severest penalties, his strong and manifest 
reasons for transubstantiation. 



NOTE,*[L] p. 195. 

THERE is a story, that the Duke of Norfolk, meeting 
soon after this act was passed, one of his chaplains, 
who was suspected of favouring the reformation, said to 
him, " Now, Sir, what think you of the law to hinder 
" priests from having wives ?*' " Yes, my lord,** replies 
the chaplain, " ypu have done that; but I will answer 
*« for it you cannot hinder men's wives from having 
" priests." ' 



Cf 
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NOTE, [M] p. aio. 

TO show how much Henry sported with law and com- 
mon sense ; how servilely the parliament followed aU 
his caprices ; and how much both of them were lost to all 
sense of shame ; an act was passed this sessiony declaring 
that a pre-contract should be no ground for annullmg a 
marriage \ as if that pretext had not been made use of both 
in the case of Anne Boleyn and Anne of Cleves. But the 
King's intention in this law is said to be a design of restor- 
ing the princess Elizabeth to her right of legitimacy ; and 
it was his character never to look farther than the present 
object, without regarding the inconsistency of his conduct. 
The parliament made it high treason to deny the dissolution 
of Henry's marriage with Anne of Cleves. Herbert, 



NOTE, [N] p. 221. 

IT was enacted by this parliament, that there should be 
trial of treason in any county where the King should ap- 
point by commission. The statutes of treason had been 
extremely multiplied in this reign; and such an 'expedient 
saved trouble and charges in trying that crime. The same 
parliament erected Ireland into a kingdom; and Henry 
henceforth annexed the title of King of Ireland to his other 
titles. This session the Commons first began the practice 
of freeing any of their members who were arrested, by a 
wrtt issued by the Speaker. Formerly it was usual for them 
to apply for a writ from chancery to that purpose. This 
precedent increased the authbrity of the Commons, and had 
afterwards important consequences. HoUingshed, p.955» 
956. Baker, p. 289. 

' NOTE, [O] p. 230. 

THE persecutions exercised during James's reign are 
not to be ascribed to his bigotry, a vice of which he 
seems to have been as free as Francis the First, or the Em- 
peror Charles, both of whom, as well as James, shewed, 
in di£rerent periods of their lives, even an inclination to 
the new doctrines. The extremities to which all these 

Prmces 
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Princes were carried, proceeded entirely from the situation 
of afiairs during that age, which rendered it impossible for 
them to act with greater temper or moderation, after they 
had embraced the resolution of supporting the ancient esta- 
blishments. So violent was the propensity of the times 
towards innovation, that a bare toleration of the new 
preachers was the equivalent to a formed design of changing 
the national religion. 



NOTE, LP] p. 296. 

SPOTSWOOD, p. 75. The same author, p. 92* tells 
us a story which confirms this character of the popish 
clergy in Scotland. It became a great dispute in the uni- 
versity of St. Andrews, whether the pater should be said to 
God or the saints. The friars, who knew in general that 
the reformers neglected the saints, were determined to main- 
tain their honour with great obstinacy, but they knew not 
upon what topics to found their doctrine. Some held that 
the pater was said to God formaliter^ and to saints materi- 
aSter ; others to God principaliter, and to saints minus 
prindpqliter i others would have it ultimate and non ulti- 
mate : But the majority seemed to hold, that the pater vras 
said to God capiendo stricte, and to the saints capiendo large. A 
simple fellow who served the sub*prior, thinking there was 
some great matter in hand that made the doctors hold so 
many conferences together, asked him one day what the 
matter was ? the sub-prior, answering, Tomt that was the 
fellow's name, we cannot agree to whomy the paUr'nosier 
dmdd he said. He suddenly replied, To whom^ Sir, sBould 
it he said, but unto God ? Then said the sub-prior. What 
shall we do with the saints ? He answered. Give them Ava 
and Creeds enow in the devil*s name ; for that may suffice 
them. The answer going abroad, many said, that he had 
given a wiser decision than all the doctors had done with all 
their distinctions. 

NOTE,LQJ p. 321. 

ANOTHER act passed this session takes norice, in the 
preamble, that the city of York, formerly well inha- 
bited, was now much decayed } insomuch that many of 
the cures could not afibrd a competent maintenance to the 
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incumbents. To remedy this inconvenience^ the magis- 
trates were empowered to unite as many parishes as they 
thought proper. An ecclesiastical historian. Collier, toU il» 
p. 230. diinks that this decay of York is chiefly to be 
ascribed to the dissolution of monasteries, by which the re* * 

yenues fell into the hands of persons who lived at a distance. 

A very grievous tax was imposed this session upon the 
whole stock and monied interest of the kingdom, and even 
upon its industry. It was a shilling in the pound yearly^ 
during three years, on every person worth ten pounds or « 
upwards : The double on aliens and denizens. These last^ 
if above twelve years of age, and if worth less than twenty 
shillings, were to pay eight-pence yearly. Every wether 
was to pay two-pence yearly ; every ewe three-pence. The 
woollen manufactures were to pay eight-pence a pound on 
the value of all the cloth they made. These exorbitant 
taxes on money are a proof that few people lived on money 
lent at interest : For this tax amounts to half of the yearly 
income of all money-holders, during three years, estimating 
their interest at the rate allowed by law : and was too 
grievous to be borne, if many persons had been affected by 
it. It is remarkable, that no tax at all was laid upon land 
this session. The profits of merchandise were commonly 
so high, that it was supposed it could bear this imposition. 
The most absurd part of the laws seems to be the tax upon 
the woollen manufactures. See a & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 36. 
The subsequent parliament irepealed the tax on sheep and 
woollen cloth. 3 3c 4 Edw. VI. cap. 23. But they con- 
tinued the other tax a year longer. Ibid. 

The clergy taxed themselves at six shillings in the pounds 
t6 be paid in three years. This taxation was ratified in 
parhament, which had been the common practice since the 
reformation, implying that the clergy have no legislative 
power, even over themselves. See 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 35. 



NOTE, [R] p. 401. 

THE Pope at first gave Cardinal Pole powers to transact 
only with regard to the past fruits of the church lands ^ 
but being admonished of the danger attending any attempt 
towards a resumption of the lands, he enlarged the Cardinars 
powers, and granted him authority to ensure the future 

possession 
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possession of the church lands to the present proprietors, 
xhere was only one clause in the cardinaFs powers that 
has given occasion for some speculation. An exception 
was made of such cases as Pole should think important 
enough to merit the being comatunicated to the holy see. 
But Pole simply ratified the possession of all the church- 
lands ; and his commission had given him full powers to 
that purpose. See Harleyan Miscellany » vol. vii. p. ^64. 
5^66* It is true some councils have declared, that it ex« 
ceeds even the power oii'the Pope, to alienate any 
church lands; aild the Pope, according to his conve- 
nience, or power, may either adhere to or recede from 
this declaration. But every year gave solidity to the right 
of the proprietors of church lands, and diminished the au- 
thority of the Popes ; so that men's dread of popery in 
subsequent times was more founded on party or religious 
zeal, than on very solid reasons. 



NOTE, [S] p. 449. 

'TIHjB passage of Hollingshedy in the Disceurse prefixed 
^ to his History^ and which some ascribe to Harrison^ 
is as follows. Speaking of the increase of luxury : Nei- 
ther do I speak this in reproach of any man, God is my judge $ 
but to shew that I do rejoice rather to see how God has bless- 
ed us with his good gifts, and to behold how that in a time 
wherein all things are grown to most excessive prices, 
we do yet find the means to obtain and atchieve sudi fur* 
niture as heretofore has been impossible : There are old 
men yet dwelling in the village where I remain, which 
have noted three things to be marvellously altered in Fng» 
land within their sound, remembrance. One is, the mul- 
titude of chimnies lately erected ; whereas, in their young 
days, there were not above two or three, if so many, in 
most uplandish towns of the realm (the religious houses 
and manor places of their lords always excepted, and per- 
adventure some great personage;) but each made his fire 
against a reredosse in the hall where he dined and dressed 
his meat. The second is the great amendment of lodging : 
For, said they, our fathers, and we ourselves, have lain 
full oft upon straw pallettVs covered only with a sheet 
under coverlets made of dagswaine or hopharlots (I use 
their own terms,) and a good routid log under their head 

instead 
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instead of a bolster. If it were so, that the father or the 
good-man of the house had a mattrass or flock-bed, and 
thereto a sack of chaff to r^st his head upon, he thought 
himself to be as well lodged as the lord of the town : So 
wbll were they contented. Pillows, said they, were 
thought meet only for women in childbed : As for servants, 
if they had any sheet abore them it was well : For seldom 
had they any under their bodies to keep them from the 
prickling straws that ran oft through the canvass, and rased 
their hardened hides. — The third thing they tell of is, 
the exchange of Treene platers (so called^ I suppose^' from 
Tree or Wood) into pewter, and wooden spoons into silver 
or tin. For so common were all sorts of treene vessels in 
old time, that a man should hardly find four pieces of 
pewter, (of which one was peradventure a salt) in a good, 
farmer's house. Descriptioh of Britain, dap. x.--' Again 
in chap, xvi. In times past men were contented to dwell 
in houses builded of sallow, willow, &c. : so that the use 
of the oak was in a manner dedicated wholly unto churches, 
religious houses, princes' palaces, navigation, &c. but now 
sallow, &c. are rejected, and nothing but oak any where re- 
garded i and yet see the change ; for when our houses were 
builded of willow, then had we oaken men ; but now that 
our houses are come to be made of oak, our men are not 
only become willow, but a great many altogether of straw, 
which is a sore alteration. In these the courage of the owner 
was a sufficient defence to keep the house in safety; but now 
the assurance of the timber must defend the men from rob- 
bing. Now have we many chimnies : and yet our tender 
lines complain of rheums, catarrhs, and poses, then had we 
none but reredosses, and our heads did never ache. For as 
the %moke in those days was supposed to be a-suflicient 
hardening for the timber of the house, so it was reputed a 
far better medicine to keep the good-man and his family 
from the quack or pose, wherewith, as then, very few 
were acquainted. — Again, in chap, xviii. Our pewterers 
in time past employed the use of pewter only upon dishes 
and pots, and a few other trifles for service ; whereas now 
they are grown into such exquisite cunning, that they can 
in manner imitate by infusion any form or fashion of cup, 
<iish, salt, or bowl, or goblet, which is made by gold- 
smith's craft, though they be never so curious, and very 
artificially forged. In some places beyond the sea, a gar- 
tiish of good^ flat English pewter (I say flat, because di^es 
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and ptatters in my time begin to be made deep» and like 
basons, and are indeed inore conYenient both for sauce and 
keeping the meat warm) ir, almost esteemed so precious as 
the like number of vessels that are diade of fine silver. If 
the reader is curious to know tie hours of meals in ^ueen 
Elizabeth's reign, he may learn it from the isame author. 
With us the nobility, gentry, and students, do ordinarily go 
to dinner at eleven before noon, and to slipper at five, or 
between five and six at afternoon* The merchants dine 
and sup seldom before twelve at noon and six at night, 
especially in London. The husbandmen dine also at high 
aoon as they call it, and sup at seven or eight : but out of 
term in our universities the scholars dine at ten. 

Froissart mentions waiting on the Duke of Lancaster at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, when he had supped. These 
hours are still more early. It is hard to tell, why, all 
over the world, as the age becomes more luxurious, the 
hours become later. Is it the crowd of amusements that 
push on the hours gradually ? or are the people of fashion 
better pleased with the seececy and silence of nocturnal 
hours, when the indlifitrious vulgar are all gone to rest ? 
In rude ages, men have few amusements or occupations 
but what day-light afibrds them. 



END OF THE FOUETH VOLUME. 




Stnhan acdFreAon, 
Printeii-Stiect, Lod4or. 
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